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Greetings, 
Educators! 

Mass Audubon’s Felix Neck 
Wildlife Sanctuary offers a wide 
variety of fun and educational 
nature-based programs for 
students of all ages.

Felix Neck naturalists lead 
approximately 120 classroom and 
field trip programs annually at no 
charge to individual classroom 
teachers. The programs are 
partially funded through a 
contract with the school system, 
a grant from the Edey Foundation 
and contributions from Felix 
Neck.

Felix Neck can bring the natural 
world to you and your students 
through:

- working with educators to 
create programs aligned with 
Massachusetts and STEM 
curriculum frameworks

- learning experiences at our 
Sanctuary, in your classroom, or 
around the community

CONTACT INFORMATION
Josey Kirkland
jkirkland@massaudubon.org
100 Felix Neck Drive 
Edgartown, MA 02539
508-627-4850 x9402
www.massaudubon.org/felixneck

What’s Inside 
Programs at Our Wildlife Sanctuary: 
Grades Kindergarten - 1
Grades 2 - 4
Middle & High School

Other Program Offerings
Vacation Week Programs
Specialty Programs



Programs at Our Wildlife Sanctuary
We offer students the opportunity to experience nature and wildlife 
through hands-on learning outdoors and in the classroom. By 
building awareness and knowledge of their natural surroundings, 
we hope that children will appreciate and respect the island, develop 
a "sense of place," and carry this ethic through life.

Grades Kindergarten - 1

TURTLES (K)
45 minute classroom presentation
We bring live, native turtles into 
the classroom which provides an 
opportunity for students to learn 
about the unique characteristics 
of reptiles and how they meet 
their basic needs for survival. This 
program also emphasizes actions 
that children can take to protect 
these animals.

INSECTS (1)
1 - 1.5 hour field trip
Students discover the unique
characteristics of insects, search 
the Felix Neck fields for insects, and 
discuss insect adaptations such 
as camouflage, life cycles and body 
structure. The importance of insects 
to people and wildlife, as well as 
the importance of respecting even 
the smallest living things will be 
emphasized.

A SENSE OF SEASONS (1)
Three 1 hour field trips
Students visit Felix Neck in the fall, 
winter and spring. This program 
reinforces what our five senses are 
and how we can use them to study 
nature. Classes observe plant and 
animal life as the seasons change.

ANIMALS IN WINTER (1)
1 hour classroom presentation
Learn how animals have adapted to 
survive winter. Through discussion, 
games, and a close-up look at 
animal specimens, students
become familiar with the food 
needs of animals and understand 
the terms active, dormant, migrate 
and hibernate.

SNAKES (1)
1 hour classroom or field trip 
Students learn about native reptiles 
and their island habitats. We hope 
to dispel any fear of snakes and 
help students understand how to 
protect snakes in the wild.



SEASHORE DISCOVERY (2)
45 minute classroom presentation & 
1.5 hour field trip
Students will be introduced to the 
seashore habitat and the animals 
that live there as they explore the 
waters of Sengekontacket Pond. 
There will be a discussion of the 
marine life found and why animals 
need this habitat to survive. Classes 
may take specimens back to the 
classroom to set up aquariums for 
long-term study.

HABITATS & ADAPTATIONS (2)
45 minute classroom presentation & 
1-2 hour field trip
A slideshow in the classroom and a 
field trip to the Sanctuary provide 
a forum for students to learn about 
different island animals, the places 
they live and the ways they have 
learned to survive life on the Island.

FRESHWATER POND LIFE (3)
1 hour classroom presentation and 
two 1.5 hour field trips
A classroom visit introduces 
students to freshwater pond 
ecology and prepares classes 
for field trips to Felix Neck and 
Cranberry Acres, where samples 
of aquatic invertebrates and 
amphibians are collected and 
observed. Students learn to identify, 
count and record their findings, and
discuss the intricate life cycles, 
food webs, and survival adaptations 
of pond organisms.

MAMMAL ADAPTATIONS (4)
1 hour classroom presentation
Felix Neck brings mammal pelts 
and skulls into the classroom. 
Students discover which mammals 
can be found on Martha’s Vineyard 
and work in groups to identify 
mammal skulls. The focus is on 
mammal teeth adaptations for food 
preferences and survival.

LIGHT & SOUND (4)
1 - 1.5 hour field trip
This program uses local organisms 
to explore the different ways that 
light and sound energy are collected 
by different species through 
activities, games and exploration.

BATS MAKE WAVES (4)
45 minute classroom presentation
In this classroom presentation, 
students learn about bat species 
that live on Martha’s Vineyard, 
explore sound waves and learn how 
bats use waves in echolocation.
Felix Neck naturalists bring in a bat 
specimen and pictures for students 
to get an up-close look at these 
interesting animals. *A good follow 
up to Light and Sound program.

BIRD BEAKS AND FEET (4)
1 hour classroom presentation & 
1 hour field trip 
Examples of real bird beaks and 
feet are brought into the classroom 
for students to observe. Students 
discover why birds have different 
beaks and feet depending on their 
habitat and diet. During a nature 
walk at Felix Neck, students use 
binoculars to identify birds and 
their unique adaptations.

Elementary School: Grades 2-4



Middle School & High School
THE NIGHT SKY (MS)
1 hour classroom presentation &
1 hour field trip
After an introduction to astronomy  
students create a model of the Sun, 
Earth and Moon to explain the daily 
changes in the appearance of each. 
Later, students and their families 
meet at Felix Neck for an evening of 
stargazing, star lore, and night sky 
viewing through a telescope.

WATERSHEDS (MS)
Two 1 hour classroom presentations
Students identify their watershed 
address using Martha’s Vineyard 
watershed maps, and then as a 
group build their community with 
our watershed model to discover 
the interaction of land use and
water quality. 

MOON & TIDES (MS)
1 hour field trip
Students discover how the phases 
of the moon and alignment of the 
sun, moon and earth cause the 
natural phenomenon of the tide.

OWLS & RAPTORS (MS)
1 hour classroom presentation & 
1 hour field trip
Students examine raptor 
specimens and learn about their 
unique adaptations. An owl pellet 
dissection allows students to take 
a closer look at the owl’s diet. On 
a visit to Felix Neck, students will 
see raptor habitats and learn about 
conservation efforts to protect 
these amazing birds.

CITIZEN SCIENCE (MS + HS)
Citizen Science depends on the 
research of students and volunteers 
working to gather data to further 
our knowledge of the natural world.
Salamander Surveys: 1 hour field trip
Students learn all about this 
indicator species and where it 
lives. They help to collect and study 
scientific data for this ongoing 
effort.
Horseshoe Crab Spawning Surveys: 
1 hour classroom training in April &
1 hour field trip in May or June
Students learn what makes this 
species so unique and why it’s
important to protect them. By 
collecting and studying scientific 
data, students understand 
implications for environmental 
policies at local and statewide 
levels.

SALT MARSH ECOLOGY (MS + HS)
2 hour field trip
Students explore the salt marsh 
and tidal creeks for marine life. 
Discussion focuses on the geologic 
processes that create marshes 
and the value of wetlands to people 
and wildlife. A visit to our Living 
Shoreline highlights an ongoing 
salt marsh restoration project. This 
program can also be done by kayak.



School Vacation Week Programs
Save the date for our school vacation week programs!

Specialty Programming

February Vacation Program
Tuesday, February 25 - Friday, March 1
Join us for winter fun and 
exploration during your vacation 
week! We’ll search for tracks and 
signs of Vineyard creatures and 
learn how different animals survive 
the winter season. Come for one day 
or all four!

Spring Into Nature 
Monday, April 15 - Friday, April 19
Join us during your April vacation 
week while we explore different 
island properties, learn about 
wildlife, grow food, make crafts, sing 
songs, listen to stories and much 
more! A collaborative program from 
Martha’s Vineyard Environmental 
Educators Alliance (MVEEA).

Volunteer and Internship Opportunities
Felix Neck offers a variety of volunteer and internship opportunities for 
students at the Sanctuary. Get involved with environmental education, proper-
ty management, or visitor services! 

We also offer opportunities for Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School’s 
Restorative Justice Program.
Please contact Josey Kirkland at jkirkland@massaudubon.org 
or 508.627.4850 for more information. 



Climate Change 
Inititives & Programming

EXAMINING THE EVIDENCE OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE (HS)
1 hour field trip

Students will hike across the 
Sanctuary to see areas that have 
been impacted by climate and 
weather events. We will look at 
two ongoing projects that aim 
to address the changes that are 
occurring - the living shoreline and 
a salt marsh elevation study - and 
learn how students can be involved 
in combatting climate change.

STUDENT-LED CLIMATE CHANGE SUMMIT (MS + HS)
Friday, May 24 | 7:30 am - 2:15 pm

Mass Audubon Youth Climate Summits are participant-driven, action-oriented 
education conferences for youth produced in partnership with local students. The 
summit aims to create an opportunity for learning, dialogue, empowerment, and 
youth-led action on climate change in participating youth’s schools and greater 
communities. 

Hosted by Felix Neck Wildlife Sanctuary, Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School, and 

Martha’s Vineyard Charter School. 

Please contact Josey Kirkland at jkirkland@massaudubon.org 
or 508.627.4850 to participate. 

CLIMATE CAFES (MS + HS)

Sunday, January 27 | 2 pm VH Mocha Mott’s: Renewable Energy
Sunday, February 10 | 2 pm Rosewater Market: Food Justice
Sunday, March 24 | 2 pm Chilmark Community Center: Extreme Weather
Sunday, April 14 | 2pm Rosewater Market: Oceans
Sunday, May 5 | 2pm Rosewater Market: Recycling

Conversations That Matter! 
Join us for a coffee and community conversations about local environmental 
issues and climate related topics at different island businesses. Don’t forget to 
bring your mug!  

Hosted by Felix Neck Wildlife Sanctuary, Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School, and 
Martha’s Vineyard Charter School. 



Mass Audubon protects 36,500 acres of land throughout Massachusetts, saving 
birds and other wildlife, and making nature accessible to all. As Massachusetts’ 
largest nature conservation nonprofit, we welcome more than a half million 
visitors a year to our wildlife sanctuaries and 20 nature centers. From 
inspiring hilltop views to breathtaking coastal landscapes, serene woods, 
and working farms, we believe in protecting our state’s natural treasures 
for wildlife and for all people–a vision shared in 1896 by our founders, two 
extraordinary Boston women. Today, Mass Audubon is a nationally recognized 
environmental education leader, offering thousands of camp, school, and adult 
programs that get over 225,000 kids and adults outdoors every year. With 
more than 125,000 members and supporters, we advocate on Beacon Hill and 
beyond, and conduct conservation research to preserve the natural heritage 
of our beautiful state for today’s and future generations. We welcome you to 
explore a nearby sanctuary, find inspiration, and get involved. Learn how at 
massaudubon.org.


