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1,392 acres
of diverse habitat and farmland 

are protected and stewarded at the 

7 sanctuaries that make up Mass 

Audubon’s Metro West region. 

17,811 pounds
of Drumlin Farm-grown produce and 

7,308 eggs laid by our hens were 

donated to hunger relief partners to 

support local families in need. 

7,130 feet
of trail at Broadmoor Wildlife Sanctuary 

were rerouted and improved by a team 

of volunteers who worked 24-32 hours/

week for more than 8 weeks. 

Metro West 
Wildlife Sanctuaries

90 volunteers
cared for Habitat’s herd of 6 Nigerian 

dwarf goats who help by munching on 

invasive plants in 5 acres of meadow.  
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Dear Friends, 

2020 will be remembered for generations as a year of unexpected 

and enormous challenges as the world grappled with the effects of a 

global pandemic. At the same time, 2020 provided opportunities for 

new insights about focusing on what’s really important. While much of 

this has revolved around our health, family, and community, at Mass 

Audubon we have refocused in similar ways to carry out our work in land 

conservation, environmental education, and sustainable agriculture.  

Our Metro West sanctuaries—Broadmoor in Natick, Drumlin Farm in 

Lincoln, Habitat in Belmont, and more—have begun to grow from a set 

of smaller, distinct sites into a community of staff, volunteers, and 

supporters with a larger connected purpose. We’ve embraced change 

with this transition and the leadership of our new Mass Audubon 

President, David O’Neill. With in-person interactions limited, we’ve found 

ways to engage people in nature through remote learning, smaller group 

sizes for our summer camps, and many staff still working from home. 

We’ve embraced more time for reflection, forging new connections 

between our goal to protect the environment and larger issues around 

social justice, diversity and equity, hunger relief, and climate action. 

Most of all, this past year taught us how important you, our community 

members, are to Mass Audubon. Your support connects thousands of 

people to nature each year, protects and preserves our sanctuary lands, 

and helps our leaders prioritize a 

healthy environment. We hope you 

enjoy these snapshots of successes 

and joys amidst a hard year. Thank you 

for being a part of them. 

Sincerely,

Renata Pomponi, 

Metro West Sanctuaries Director

1,392 acres

17,811 pounds

7,130 feet
Renata Pomponi, Director

90 volunteers
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Up-close Environmental Education, 
from a Safe Distance  

While nothing can substitute for the 

hands-on, face-to-face experiences 

in nature and on the farm that our 

education programs are known for, 

this past year has shown us that 

we can still deliver powerful nature 

education experiences, even when we 

cannot physically be together. There 

has perhaps never been a time when 

these programs are needed more—

because of the pandemic, many of us 

have been seeking out the comfort 

that the natural world brings us, just 

as the effects of climate change are 

becoming clearer and the window for 

minimizing them is starting to close.   

Mass Audubon’s education team has 

thrown themselves headlong into the 

challenge of adapting our dynamic 

educational programs to online 

platforms. In the process, they have 

learned how to employ technology 

to most effectively bring nature into 

classrooms and homes. This often 

involves juggling a cell phone camera 

in one hand and a wild animal in the 

other—not an easy feat! However, 

there are upsides, we have learned: 

everyone can have a front row seat 

when an animal ambassador is on 

screen. You are able to see details, 

such as feather patterns or the 

twitching of whiskers, that are 

sometimes difficult to observe in an 

in-person presentation. Our teachers 

are able to spark curiosity and 

passion in their audiences despite 

being remote, and the discussions 
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The newest sanctuary in the Metro 

West area is Brewster Woods 

in Concord, which includes 143 

spectacular acres of riverfront, 

glacial terrain, ponds, forest, and 

meadows, given to Mass Audubon 

in 2019 by Nancy Beeuwkes. It is 

part of larger conservation area that 

includes adjacent land preserved 

by the Town and Concord Land 

Conservation Trust, Great Meadows 

National Wildlife Refuge across the 

Concord River, and Estabrook Woods 

to the west. Our team is working 

hard at developing trails and making 

plans for accessibility and education.  

We look forward to welcoming you 

to this new jewel in Mass Audubon’s 

network of wildlife sanctuaries. Stay 

tuned for an opening date! 

Coming Soon: 
Brewster Woods 

that result are lively, engaging, and 

informative.

Since the beginning of the 

pandemic, Mass Audubon as a 

whole has reached 10,392 people 

of all ages through 307 remote 

programs, including many who 

might never have been able to 

participate in-person. While we 

are all eager for the day when 

we can resume our face-to-face 

programs at their usual volume, 

we also are excited to incorporate 

remote learning into our offerings, 

enabling us to reach more people 

and harness modern technology 

in ways that complement 

and enhance our traditional 

programming. 

Reinier and Nancy Beeuwkes, former Mass 
Audubon President Gary Clayton, Mass Audubon 
President David O’Neill, Board Chair Beth 
Kressley Goldstein celebrating the dedication of 
Brewster Woods.
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Sustainable Agriculture 
Sustaining Our Community  
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In March 2020, when the coronavirus 

pandemic forced the shutdown 

of schools, restaurants, and other 

businesses, Drumlin Farm’s "normal" 

model of food production and 

distribution was suddenly disrupted. 

Our farmers were already busy 

cultivating greens in our hoop house 

and preparing the fields for spring 

planting, and we had a root cellar still 

full of the previous year’s bumper 

crop, carrots. And yet, because of the 

crisis, we could no longer reach many 

of our customers—restaurants, public 

school systems, and shoppers at our 

farm stand and farmer’s markets, 

all of which had temporarily shut 

down. At the same time, we learned 

that local hunger relief organizations 

were experiencing a huge increase in 

demand that would eventually grow 

to twice their normal operations.  

Our community-based agricultural 

mission compelled us to find a 

way to get our food out into the 

community and on the tables of 

people being hit particularly hard by 

the economic fallout of the pandemic, 

so we established partnerships 

with a number of local hunger relief 

organizations: Cambridge-based Food 

For Free, Open Table, the Lincoln Food 

Pantry, and Food rEvolution, among 

others. Working with these partners, 

Drumlin Farm donated about 36,000 

servings of vegetables and 7,300 eggs 

during the 2020 growing season that 

went directly to people who would 

otherwise almost certainly not have 

had access to fresh, healthy, locally-

grown produce.  

An outpouring of support made this 

program possible, and will keep it 

running during the coming year 

and beyond. Some donors chose 

to add $5 or $10 onto their weekly 

Community Supported Agriculture 

(CSA) orders. One created handmade 

tote bags which we sold to support 

the program. Another made an 

extraordinary offer to match every 

donation, doubling the impact, up to 

a total of $25,000. These donations 

helped to keep our farm productive 

through the pandemic and made the 

nutritious food we grow available 

to lower-income consumers. Fueled 

by this generosity, this past year 

we were able to provide $67,000 in 

free food to our partner hunger relief 

organizations. 

As we look ahead to the upcoming 

season, we plan to make these 

donations part of our ongoing food 

distribution model, with a goal of 

distributing between 10 and 15% of 

our production this way, even after 

our traditional purchasing model 

returns to pre-pandemic levels. 

This new approach to fulfilling our 

mission seems here to stay, and we 

are grateful to the community for 

making it possible. 

Sustainable Agriculture 
Sustaining Our Community  

5



Afternoons Outside

When it became clear that schooltime was going to be heavy on screen-time 

and light on visits to places where children could stretch their muscles and 

minds, families reached out to see how we could fill the void. For several 

years, Habitat Education Canter and Wildlife Sanctuary in Belmont has held 

after-school programs for elementary and middle school students called 

Coyote Club. Our multi-sanctuary education team adapted this model to meet 

Covid-19 safety requirements and expanded it to include parallel programs at 

Drumlin Farm, where Raccoon Club launched in early fall.  

Currently, between 30 and 40 children are coming to both Drumlin and Habitat 

in the afternoons to spend a couple of hours outside in small groups with 

children their own age. They play in the forest, help with farm chores, explore 

ponds, and simply enjoy being outdoors. Some have been able to watch the 

owls in the Habitat trees during their twilight walk to meet their parents, and 

others observed the sunset from the top of the drumlin—special experiences 

each child is likely to remember for a long time.   

At Drumlin Farm, Weekend Nature Discovery brings children together every 

other weekend, providing a healthy and welcome release after a week of 

school. New sessions of all programs will start up in the spring, including a 

new afterschool program planned at Broadmoor.
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Broadmoor: Preserving the Path

On your next hike at Broadmoor Wildlife Sanctuary in Natick, you might notice 

that you have an even more pleasant ramble than you remembered from your 

last visit. This may be because you got lucky with the weather or you spotted 

some particularly special birds. However, it could also be because you’re 

enjoying the beautiful rerouted and improved trails that were constructed 

this past year—7,130 feet of them! An intrepid team of volunteers worked hard 

for more than 8 weeks to complete this project, the first phase of a plan for 

improving all 9 miles of trails at Broadmoor over the next several years. For 

each trail segment, volunteers removed vegetation and topsoil, made bench 

cuts where needed to manage water runoff, and used the material removed to 

revegetate the abandoned trail. So, that’s actually 14,260 feet of trail work!  

None of this would have been possible 

without the remarkable generosity of our 

community. To date, donors have given 

$420,000 for this work, including an 

endowment to ensure maintenance in the 

future. Many thanks to everyone who has 

supported this project. Come by to see what 

your gifts have already made possible! 
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Whether tending livestock, harvesting 

crops, counting hatchlings in 

birdboxes, or simply rolling up their 

sleeves to do whatever needs doing, 

volunteers have always been the 

magic ingredient in Mass Audubon’s 

operations. This year, when the 

pandemic shut down our volunteer 

programs, our staff immediately felt 

how deep this loss was. As soon as we 

could, we welcomed volunteers back 

in ways that met our safety protocols.  

A devoted group of volunteers 

spent more than 500 hours filling  a 

staggering 5,764 boxes of CSA veggies 

over the course of the season, since we 

could not hold our usual self-service 

farm stand. The "Pulling Partners" 

from the Habitat Intergenerational 

Program returned to pull invasive 

plants while learning about ecological 

management. The Broadmoor trail 

crew kept up their work improving 

miles of pathways through the 

sanctuary. And even more volunteers 

prepared food for our resident wildlife, 

helped with recycling, and cleaned 

the barns.  We simply could not have 

managed without them. 

In recognition of the enormous 

contributions of volunteers, since 

2017 the Drumlin Farm Sanctuary 

Committee has annually awarded 

the Jonathan Leavy Award for 

Outstanding Volunteer Contributions, 

named in memory of one of Drumlin’s 

most hardworking and beloved 

volunteers. This past year they were 

thrilled to present the 2020 award to 

Willa Rapp at An Extraordinary Moon, 

our virtual celebration in November. 

Willa has been volunteering at 

Drumlin Farm for more than seven 

years and has contributed nearly 

1,600 hours of service working with 

our livestock team, helping at special 

events, and pitching in with whatever 

project needs assistance. Her 

cheerful nature and ready smile make 

her a special presence wherever she 

is, and we are endlessly grateful that 

she has chosen to give Drumlin Farm 

her time, energy, and love. 

Thank you, Willa! 

Three Cheers 
for Our 
Volunteers!

Willa Rapp, Volunteer of the Year
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In 2020 we were honored to receive generous gifts from donors who included 

us in their wills and estate plans, in many cases long ago. Our Cotillion of 

Terns has planned easy ways to leave their legacies with no cost today that will 

power conservation initiatives in years hence, protect finite and irreplaceable 

land and wildlife, and uplift lives in our communities. We are forever grateful 

to all who have included Mass Audubon or its sanctuaries as a beneficiary of 

their wills; of an IRA, retirement, or insurance policy; or with a life income gift. 

If we are in your will, please let us know so we can say thank you.  

To learn more, please contact Polly Reeve (preeve@massaudubon.org or 

781-259-2239) or Jan Adams (janadams@massaudubon.org or 781-259-2111). 

Let Us Thank You!
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