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Hill Bank’s new dining room and restaurant 
Welcome to Hill Bank Field Station, home to Morelet’s 
Crocodile and the Yellow-headed Parrot. Established in 
1995, it’s one of two field stations located in the Rio Bravo 
Conservation and Management Area.  

In May 2019 the Hill Bank Restaurant, with beautiful views 
of the New River Lagoon, was completed (the old kitchen 
and mess hall, constructed around 1943, were ready to be 
replaced!). The new 3,000-square-foot building will serve 
as both a restaurant and meeting room—making Hill Bank 
more enticing to tourists and university research teams. 
Contributions from Mass Audubon’s Belize Conservation Fund 
helped make this important addition possible, but significant 
funds were also provided by Programme for Belize from its 
carbon sequestration project and its sustainable forest 
management and tourism programs.

A former logging camp, Hill Bank was converted to a hub 
for sustainable forest management, carbon sequestration, 
pine savanna management, ecological research, and ranger 
patrols in 1995. Hill Bank’s diverse workforce (approximately  
30 individuals) includes rangers, forestry personnel, and a 
host of others committed to rainforest protection, research, 
and development.

Visitors are welcome to explore the beauty of the New River 
Lagoon, the restored tropical forest, and the indigenous 
wildlife of the reserve. There you will find evidence of Maya 
house mounds, and just 12 miles away is the pre-classic Maya 
structure Lamanai (“submerged crocodile” in Mayan). Guests 
can enjoy day visits or overnight stays in either private 
cabanas with private baths or dormitory rooms with shared 
baths. All revenue directly supports conservation work.



For over 15 years, Mass Audubon has supported the Toledo 

Institute for Development and Environment (TIDE) and the 

Programme for Belize (PfB) by providing field trip leadership 

training and bird-banding workshops in Belize. Mass 

Audubon has also hosted and trained PfB and TIDE staff at 

its month-long International Intern Program at the Joppa 

Flats Education Center in Newburyport, Massachusetts.

Belizean guides, rangers, and naturalists truly appreciate 

this training. The workshops give them valuable skills in 

how to best meet the needs of birding tourists as well as 

protect the birds and biodiversity in their country.

In March 2019, Bill Gette (former director of Mass Audubon’s 

Joppa Flats Education Center) traveled to Belize to conduct 

an Introduction to Ornithology workshop focused on 

avian systematics, feathers, flights, feeding, ecology, and 

migration. Fifteen attendees, including three women, 

from all over Belize representing non-governmental 

organizations, tour operators, resorts, and tour guides 

participated in the three-day course. 

In addition to the ornithology workshop, Bill also hosted  

a one-day workshop on bird banding for three of TIDE’s  

park rangers.  

TIDE plans to start a formal bird-banding program in 

Payne’s Creek National Park (PCNP) in 2019. Banding would 

allow TIDE to validate the theory that North American birds 

are indeed dependent on habitat in the 37,000-acre Payne 

Creek protected area. With climate change impacting 

the landscape, it’s important to collect and analyze bird 

populations and densities and use that data to help manage 

PCNP for biodiversity resilience. 

Training in field leadership, bird banding, and an 
introduction to ornithology in Belize

“This workshop helps students observe and understand 

the activities of birds in the wild. With this information, 

students can become effective field trip leaders and 

interpreters of the rich bird life of Belize.” – Bill Gette



With Bob Speare  
Optional Belize Barrier Reef Extension:  
March 15-19, 2020

Mass Audubon has a 30-year history of 

working with the Belizeans to protect their 

natural biological wealth. We know the 

country and its people and look forward to 

sharing our passion for this place. Join us!  

To see a full itinerary, contact Karen O’Neill 

at koneill@massaudubon.org or  

800-289-9504 

Want to travel on your own? 

In southern Belize, you can contact  
TIDE Tours: info@tidetours.org 

In northern Belize, contact Thyra at 
Programme for Belize:   

marketing@pfbelize.org

Explore Beautiful Belize 
with Mass Audubon
March 7–15, 2020 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, Aplomado Falcon,  
White-collared Manakin © Mark Faherty

Jungle for Jaguars
This Belize Conservation Fund made a significant 

donation to the World Land Trust (WLT) for the Jungle for 

Jaguars appeal. The £600,000 needed to buy the targeted 

8,154 acres of precious jungle habitat was complemented 

by an additional 1,818 acres purchased by Buy an Acre 

donors. WLT’s Belizean partner, the Corozal Sustainable 

Future Initiative (CSFI), will purchase and protect this vital 

wildlife corridor connecting three protected areas already 

managed by CSFI in northern Belize.

Did you know? 
The largest concentration of Jaguars in the wild is in 

the Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Preserve, which currently 

provides a protected environment for around 200 

Jaguars. Jaguars are also seen in the forests of Rio Bravo 

Conservation and Management Area in northern Belize.

“We awoke around dawn in our cabana and 

found ourselves surrounded by feeding 

and courting Ocellated Turkeys, but also 

the sometimes elusive Chachalaca and 

Curassow. As we ate breakfast, hummingbirds 

constantly buzzed us as they squabbled with 

each other over the nectar. The voluminous 

knowledge and expertise of the dedicated 

Belizean guides were matched by their 

contagious enthusiasm for the wonders of 

this precious conserved resource: That is 

La Milpa.” Brigid Glackin and Mike Murphy, who 

visted La Milpa winter 2019.

Recommendation to 

visit La Milpa



TIDE Rangers & Resource Protection 
Toledo Institute for Development and Environment (TIDE), 

established in 1997, has celebrated many successes 

throughout the years. The staff and volunteers in Punta 

Gorda create and run innovative and award-winning 

programs and manage critical protected areas in southern 

Belize. The BCF helped support some of their tasks and 

accomplishments in 2019:

 • Payne’s Creek National Park team (rangers and 

manager) works tirelessly to ensure protection of key 

biodiversity within the park. Thanks to the BCF, ranger 

teams have new supplies and tools for patrols and 

enforcement against poachers and illegal logging and 

for fire management.  

 • Monitoring and protecting the Yellow-headed Parrot 

continues with 15 new artificial nest boxes constructed 

and installed. These nest boxes will provide suitable 

nesting sites where there are few natural options. Last 

year a preliminary report indicated that installation of 

nest boxes has contributed to an increase in parrots 

within the park. The report also indicates that, aside 

from natural predation and habitat loss, poaching 

is the largest threat to the nesting success of the 

Yellow-headed Parrot, so ongoing ranger surveillance is 

critically important. 

 • Repair to critical infrastructure at the Payne’s Creek 

National Park for financial sustainability. Several 

large groups participated in TIDE’s educational travel 

and study-abroad program. This niche market offers 

greater profits than traditional day tours and holds 

great promise for strengthening the park’s financial 

sustainability. Funds from the BCF project will repair a 

kitchen and a storeroom which serve this program. 

 • TIDE’s scholarship program 

In the past 10 years, TIDE has provided scholarships 

to over 200 high school students in the Toledo and 

southern Stann Creek Districts. 

Many parents in southern Belize struggle to cover the 

costs of schooling for their children. Although this 

program is only able to fund a portion of the need, 

TIDE is extremely grateful for support from donors. In 

past years, the program tried funding at least a book 

scholarship for as many students as possible. This 

approach maximizes the reach of the limited funding, 

but its impact may not be deep enough, since parents 

still struggle to find funds for tuition and other fees. 

This year, the plan is to offer fewer scholarships but 

increase the amount of each scholarship to cover 

books, tuition, and fees to ensure the recipients  

have full coverage throughout the school year. TIDE 

is only able to maintain this very important program 

through donations from committed individuals  

like you.

Yellow-headed Parrot © Charles Britt



In 2009, the Belize Barrier Reef Reserve was put on the UNESCO list of World 

Heritage in Danger. The years of devastating hurricanes, widespread oil exploration, 

poaching, overfishing, and unrestrained development along the coast had taken a 

brutal toll. But recently, Belize has reversed a downward spiral of ocean damage. In 

fact, the 2019 UNESCO Marine World Heritage Report celebrated the removal of Belize 

from that list in 2018, noting “The highlight of 2018 was undoubtedly the removal 

of the Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System from the UNESCO List of World Heritage in 

Danger.”

This success was the result of a multilateral approach: widespread public 

education, local community involvement, new government oversight and 

regulations, and local conservation groups’ ongoing connections with local fishers, 

guides, tour operators, and other stakeholders.  

The TIDE staff played a significant role in a groundbreaking approach to improve the 

health of these waters. Rangers, such as Allan Halliday, constantly patrol and check 

the boats in the Port Honduras Marine Reserve for licenses to fish. Their job includes 

enforcing the managed access program (started in 2016).  

This unique program allows traditional fishers to fish in two of the nine managed 

areas if they obtain a license and report their catch. TIDE created local support in the 

surrounding fishing communities and enforces the laws. Illegal fishing has declined 

by an estimated 60 percent due to unflagging vigilance of the TIDE rangers. They 

are always busy trying to intercept illegal incursions from neighboring countries 

with high-speed chases around the reserve’s 500-square miles of open sea. This is a 

huge area for just four rangers alternating shifts at their station on Abalone Caye. 

Through the work of many, reefs are being replenished, environmental regulations 

are being enforced, and the waters of Belize are healthier. 

Thank you for supporting TIDE.

Tiny Belize is a world leader in 
protecting the ocean

Students field trip 
to Port Honduras 
Marine Reserve



One of the very first climate 
action projects!
Over 30 years ago, Belize was at the forefront of groundbreaking climate change and 

carbon offset work.

The Rio Bravo Carbon Sequestration Project was started in 1996 under the U.S. 

Initiative on Joint Implementation as one of the first REDD (Reducing Emissions from 

Deforestation and forest Degradation) projects in the world. Programme for Belize, 

the Nature Conservancy, We Energies, and several other U.S. and Canadian energy 

companies, with the approval of the Government of Belize, were responsible for the 

development of this pioneering conservation project. The project seeks to demonstrate 

that a well-designed forest conservation and management project can produce 

significant net carbon benefits that are scientifically validated and long-lasting.

Rio Bravo was one of seven sites approved for this 40-year global endeavor to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions through a combination of land acquisition, sustainable 

forest management, and ecological rehabilitation.

Between 2002 and 2010, the project prevented the net emission of 1,660,260 metric tons 

of carbon dioxide by preventing the land’s conversion to mechanized agriculture. Today, 

the project receives additional financial support from Delta Air Lines, customers of 

Delta Air Lines, and supporters of the Nature Conservancy. The project has been certified 

through Verra’s Verified Carbon Standard, the most widely used voluntary standard for 

greenhouse gas emissions.

The Rio Bravo Conservation and Management Area provides habitat for extensive 

hardwood forests, pine savannah, and wetlands. Threatened plant and animal species 

are common in the project area. Protecting the biodiversity of these wild lands protects 

the planet’s atmosphere.  

The Rio Bravo Climate Action Project has a financial impact as well. Funds from this 

carbon sequestration project, as well as the sustainable forest management program, 

provided significant support for the construction of the Hill Bank Restaurant! 

Happy 50th Birthday to the 
Belize Audubon Society! 
The society was first formed in 1969 as a foreign chapter 

of the Florida Audubon Society, and in 1973 it became an 

independent organization. The Belize Audubon Society  

was the very first partner Mass Audubon worked 

with in Belize in the early 1980s. It’s the oldest 

NGO in Belize and manages seven protected areas, 

including Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Preserve. 

To learn more, go to belizeaudubon.org



Updates from the 
Programme for Belize
Programme for Belize (PfB) received a grant from Mass 

Audubon’s Belize Conservation Fund to support PfB’s work in 

the Rio Bravo Conservation and Management Area (RBCMA). 

Supporting the rangers—who have an extraordinarily 

challenging job—is critically important. This year the grant 

allowed PfB to grow its ranger team from 12 to 14 rangers: 

significantly increasing their capacity to protect the reserve. 

The work of the rangers is often dangerous. This past spring 

was particularly challenging with all the wildfires. The grant 

also funded repair of the gatehouses (pictured below).

Community outreach, scholarship, and environmental 

education is an ongoing commitment for PfB. Primary school 

students and teachers visited La Milpa Lodge and Research 

Center to learn about conservation and habitat protection. 

Belize Conservation Fund
c/o Mass Audubon

208 South Great Road,
Lincoln, MA  01773

Or call Bancroft Poor/Karen O’Neill at 800-289-9504
Donate online at massaudubon.org/belize

Make A Donation

 { Enclosed is my check in the amount  
of $                 payable to Mass Audubon–Belize 
Conservation Fund

 { I will make my donation online at 
massaudubon.org/belize

 { Please charge $                to my  
Visa/Mastercard

Name

Address

City

State                                                       ZIP

Phone

E-mail

Checks should be made payable to
Mass Audubon–Belize Conservation Fund

#

 VISA   MC       Card Exp: 

Signature

Little Blue Heron © Mark Faherty 
In addition to major building projects, the Belize Conservation 

Fund helps provide small equipment for the two field as 

well as the Belize City Office. The equipment includes five 

wall fans, three kitchen staff uniforms, one lawn mower, two 

garden hoses, a speaker set and radio for the restaurant and 

kitchen, a leaf blower, and a spotlight for the La Milpa Lodge 

and Research Center. Also needed was one air-compressor, one 

wheel barrow, two whiteboards, one overhead projector and one 

printer for the Hill Bank Field Station. A color printer and four 

laser printer drums, for the canon printer, will be purchased  

for the Belize City Office.

Solar panels on La Milpa Lodge and Research Center.



The Toledo Institute for Development and 
Environment (TIDE) was founded in 1997 to meet the 

growing environmental and development needs of the 

Toledo District, the southernmost district of Belize. TIDE 

was conceived as a grassroots initiative in response to 

the negative environmental effects from activities such 

as manatee poaching, illegal fishing, illegal logging, 

destructive farming methods, and other types of 

unsustainable development. Initially started by volunteers, 

TIDE has now grown to include 30 paid staff. 

The Toledo Institute of Development and Environment 

(TIDE) is one of the leading conservation organizations 

in Central America working to protect some of the 

most pristine coastal and marine ecosystems. The 

areas that TIDE protects include at least 39 species of 

international concern, including Jaguar, Yellow-headed 

Parrot, Guatemalan Black Howler Monkey, Baird’s Tapir, 

West Indian Manatee, Hawksbill Sea Turtle, and Great 

Hammerhead Shark. In partnership with the Belize 

government, the organization manages three protected 

areas in the Caribbean, as well as pioneering award-

winning initiatives that are being replicated as models of 

sustainable development elsewhere. 

Contact Information:
Celia Mahung, Executive Director

Toledo Institute for
Development and Environment,

Punta Gorda Town, Belize
tidebelize.org  •  facebook.com/TIDEBZE

The Programme for Belize (PfB) is a Belizean, 

nonprofit organization, established in 1988 to conserve the 

natural heritage of Belize and to promote wise use of its 

natural resources. Its mission is to preserve and protect 

262,00 acres of tropical forest in northern Belize, the Rio 

Bravo Conservation and Management Area (RBCMA). This 

vitally important area represents approximately 4 percent 

of Belize’s total land area. In terms of natural vegetation 

communities, the RBCMA is the most diverse protected  

area in Belize. 

The RBCMA consist of 21 ecosystems which provide habitat 

for a wide cross section of biodiversity including the five 

wild cats found in Central America, 15 mammal species of 

conservation concern, and 390 species of birds of which 

20% are migratory bird species. PfB operates 2 facilities 

for visitors and researchers—La Milpa and Hill Bank Field 

Stations. PfB is striving for financial self-sufficiency for 

the protected area over time through earned revenue from 

ecotourism and sustainable forestry.  

Contact Information:

Edilberto Romero, Executive Director

Programme for Belize, Belize City, Belize

pfbelize.org 
facebook.com/pages/PROGRAMME-FOR-BELIZE


