
Bird Art in the Service of Conservation 
Julianne Mehegan fondly recalls her introduction to Mass Audubon’s 
Museum of American Bird Art (MABA) participating in programs 
focused on the museum’s collection. 

In July 2009, Julianne and Museum Director Amy Montague met to discuss 

how her talent and resources could best serve the museum. 

"MABA is the only art museum within a conservation organization dedicated 

to collecting, conserving, and exhibiting American bird art, which has been 

the foundation for the study of bird behavior," says Julianne. "Preserving 

these original artworks is key to encouraging the next generation of 

ornithologists, conservationists, and nature artists. I was interested in 

working with the collection and adding art to enrich the holdings. Thus 

began my incredible education into the world of bird art."

And enrich the holdings Julianne has. In addition to supporting Mass 

Audubon as a Tern and Council member, Julianne supports MABA at the Leadership Friend level through the Oak Level 

Foundation, established in honor of her mother, Eloise Faison, a devoted teacher for 40 years. Julianne established MABA’s 

Art Acquisition and Restoration Fund, through which the museum has purchased original art by Cindy House, Jim Coe, and 

David Sibley. The first project supported by the fund was also Julianne’s first assignment as a curatorial volunteer, evaluating 

the condition of MABA’s duplicate volumes of Alexander Wilson’s 1808-1814 American Ornithology. Her research and generosity 

resulted in much-needed restoration work. 

Through her role on the Art Collection Advisory Committee, of which she is now the Chair, Julianne researched the 18th-

century engravings of Mark Catesby, and donated to the museum his hand-colored engraving of a Whooping Crane. During a 

personal trip to South Carolina, she included research for MABA and discovered the provenance of The Nests and Eggs of Birds 

of Ohio, a rare volume that came to MABA through the estate of Robert Verity Clem. Through her research for the exhibition 

Painting Birds to Save Them: The Critical Role of Bird Art in the Conservation Movement (2014), she also located the original art of 

Chester Reed who, with his father Charles, published the first true field guides suitable for taking in the field. 

"Julianne has been an indispensable supporter of our mission," Amy Montague gratefully states. "The museum’s collections 

and exhibitions would not be what they are without her expertise, skillful research, and generosity for MABA’s mission within 

Mass Audubon."

Julianne Mehegan beside artworks she researched and 
acquired for MABA, Mark Catesby’s Whooping Crane and 

Isaac Sprague’s White-winged Scoter Pair.
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Creating Opportunities 
Mary Elizabeth Cranton became passionate about birds when she 
was eleven and recalls family visits to Tilden Regional Park near her 
childhood home in the hills of Berkeley, California. 

One of Mass Audubon’s primary goals 
is to grow the next generation of nature 
heroes. And while we teach countless 
youth about the environment through 
our camps, school programs, and 
sanctuary visits, they are teaching us 
about what it means to stand up and 
speak out on climate change.

In March was the first Youth Climate 
Strike. Sparked by 16-year-old Greta 
Thunberg, who protested outside the 
Swedish Parliament and accused 
lawmakers of failing to address climate 
change, this movement inspired 
thousands of young people globally to 
demand action.

Alexandra Vecchio, Mass Audubon’s 
Climate Change Program Coordinator, 
is amplifying their message. In a blog 
post, prior to the strike, called "Youth Are 
Calling. Are You Ready to Listen?" she notes 
that there are more young people in 
the world than ever, and they’re coming 
together to say that they want to live 
their lives with hope, rather than fear, for 
their future.

I agree with Alexandra that 
their commitment to social and 
environmental justice cannot be ignored 
or dismissed as "young and naïve." It’s 
time that we each step up and make 
sure the youngest among us aren’t the 
only ones raising their voices.

I invite you to increase your engagement 
with Mass Audubon and the youth 
that are taking action to protect this 
beautiful planet. To learn ways to 
become more involved, visit  
massaudubon.org/climatepledge.

Sincerely, 

Gary Clayton

President’s Update

Years later living in Massachusetts, 

she and her husband, Scott, joined 

Mass Audubon where their young 

children enjoyed programs at Habitat, 

Ipswich River, and Drumlin Farm 

Wildlife Sanctuaries. The family’s first 

visit to Wildwood Overnight Camp 

was a three-night family excursion 

when their oldest son, Gilbert, was 

seven. "We fell in love with Wildwood, 

and it became an important part of 

every summer," Mary Elizabeth recalls. 

They began supporting the camp as 

Leadership Friends in 2013. Gilbert, 

now 19, is a Wildwood camp counselor 

and their 

daughter Lucy, 

at her request, 

enjoyed five 

weeks at 

Wildwood  

last summer. 

As a member 

of the camp’s 

Advisory 

Committee, 

Mary Elizabeth 

suggested 

Wildwood initiate contact and offer 

substantial camperships to more 

diverse families. "I’m fortunate to 

teach in the Cambridge Public Schools, 

and have watched my children thrive 

attending them," says Mary Elizabeth. 

"In Cambridge, we all benefit from the 

incredible diversity of our community." 

With her assistance, Wildwood 

connected with Cambridge Camping, 

an organization facilitating summer 

camp experiences for youth since 

1893. Simultaneously, Wildwood was 

contacted by Aaron’s Presents, an 

Andover-based non-profit empowering 

children through community service. 

In 2017, partnering with both non-

profits, Wildwood’s Hubbard Pond 

Campers Program (HPCP) was born. The 

program’s goal is to address barriers to 

camp by offering significant financial 

assistance, help with transportation, 

filling out forms, and gear to borrow  

as needed.

"When Mary Elizabeth made her 

suggestion, almost all of our campers 

came from the same demographic, and 

all of our financial aid went to people 

who asked for it," says Camp Director 

Becky Gilles. "Mary Elizabeth helped us 

recognize that there are children who 

live in communities that don’t have 

a camp tradition. These families, who 

could not 

afford camp— 

but could 

surely benefit 

from it—didn’t 

know to ask 

for financial 

assistance."

"Wildwood 

felt, in a funny 

way, more like 

home than 

home," says 

a 10-year-old HPCP camper. "I hope to 

go back because I get to spend time in 

nature, and I feel there are other grown-

ups who care about me. My favorite 

thing was finding a quiet spot in the 

woods with the fungus and the frogs."

Leah Okimoto, founder of Aaron’s 

Presents, says "I see positive change 

in these kids, as do their parents. The 

kids we’re sending face numerous 

challenges in life—racism, poverty, 

domestic violence. You are changing 

their lives, giving them confidence, 

hope, and happy childhood memories. 

This is not an overstatement. What 

these kids have been through is 

heartbreaking, but they are resilient 

and so happy at camp."

Mary Elizabeth Cranton at Wildwood with her children, 
Lucy, Eliza, and Gilbert.

https://www.massaudubon.org/get-involved/live-sustainably/climate-pledges


Bird-a-thon 2019: Because Nature Needs our Focus

A Symphony         
 by David Parish

With the arrival of spring, everything changes: the woods 
come alive. It’s tempting to think of a symphony exuberantly 
orchestrated with an almost infinite variety of sounds.  

Although there are night sounds: owls; night-herons; nightjars; 

warblers, the full chorus begins with the first light, a crescendo 

toward the rising sun.

The area where I walk is a diverse habitat with mature forest, fields and meadows, wetlands, streams and 

ponds. When the sun has cleared the trees, birds, frogs, insects, and sometimes deer and coyote, are a part of 

the soundscape. There are recognizable themes and the inevitable variations: the clear, high song of the oriole; 

the raspier version of the tanager; the manic variations of mockingbirds; the sweet song of the sparrow; the 

percussive addition of blackbirds and blue jays. The sounds are beautiful, endlessly fascinating, and random.

Composers have taken inspiration from the sounds of spring—Messiaen perhaps the most obvious, with his 

dense structure, unexpected rhythms and harmonies, his oboe-imitating larks, flute-echoing nightingales. The 

complexity of a Messiaen symphony gives the impression of randomness, with melodies arriving without notice 

and leaving without resolution. But, although a second hearing of the symphony maintains much of the original 

delight and wonder, there is an embedded sense that this, and all subsequent performances, will share the same 

structure of seeming, but imposed, randomness.

The sounds of spring are different. There is no sense of a thoughtfully constructed structure, and tomorrow’s 

sequence will be different from today’s. Tomorrow the oriole may play his part or he may not, but if he does, his 

song will be familiar.

David Parish is a Leadership Friend, Mass Audubon member since 1990, and talented photographer. His photograph 

Africa Tree at Sunset was featured in last spring’s Inspired by Nature Special Supporters Art Exhibition at Habitat 

Education Center and Wildlife Sanctuary in Belmont. 

If you enjoy writing about natural history, and would like to contribute to this column, please contact Sarah Arsenault 

at 781-259-2127 or sarsenault@massaudubon.org.

Singing Yellow Warbler by David Parish

Mass Audubon’s largest statewide fundraiser 
returns May 10-11 and teams are looking for birders 

of all ages and experience levels to join in on the 
fun. Besides the thrill of competition, birders 

participate to raise money for wildlife sanctuaries 
and the education, conservation, and advocacy 

work they do in their communities and statewide. 
If you can’t join a team, you can still support this 

important fundraising effort by donating! This 
highly anticipated event starts at 6 pm on Friday, 
May 10, and ends at 5:59 pm on Saturday, May 11.  

Visit massaudubon.org/birdathon to sign up, 
donate, or learn more.

Top Bird-a-thon fundraiser birding 
with Wayne Petersen and Gary Clayton

Join us as hundreds of bird enthusiasts fundraise for Mass Audubon and compete to spot the 
most species in 24 hours! 

https://www.massaudubon.org/birdathon
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Help Us Protect the Dorrance Land

Forwarding Service requeSted

208 South Great Road, Lincoln, MA 01773

This wonderful 26-acre property, adjacent to Oak Knoll Wildlife Sanctuary and Lake Talaquega, would expand 
the sanctuary’s footprint by over 50%. 

Its protection will put us one parcel 
away from connecting Oak Knoll 

with our Attleboro Springs Wildlife 
Sanctuary and creating a 275-acre 
open space wildlife corridor. This 
property also includes a bus stop, 

increasing access for all. 

We need to raise $375,000 by June 2019. 
Please consider making a gift today! To 
learn more or make a gift, please visit 

massaudubon.org/dorrance, or contact 
Sanctuary Director Lauren Gordon at 

lgordon@massaudubon.org or  
508-223-3060 x3601.

Lake Talaquega, adjacent to the Dorrance Land 

Chile: From the Andes to the Pacific 
January 10 – 20, 2020 ($7995 pp)

Patagonia Extension: January 19 – 24, 2020 ($7350 pp)

Join President Gary Clayton on the exclusive President’s trip. 
There are only three spaces left! Chile is widely regarded as 
one of the most beautiful countries in the world! From Talca 
in central Chile to Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego in the far 
south, we will seek the special birds, mammals, and the 
magnificent scenery for which the country is justly famous. 

Please call Karen O’Neill at 781-259-2166 as soon as possible.


