
North Shore 
Wildlife Sanctuaries
IPSWICH RIVER & JOPPA FLATS  

Programs & Events

JANUARY—APRIL 2019



North Shore
Wildlife Sanctuaries 

2

pp
p
p

ppp
p4

6

5

7

pp
p

p
pp

p
p3

Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary

Amy Weidensaul, Sanctuary Director, ext. 7701
Sue Baeslack, Education & Volunteer Coordinator, ext. 7707
Julie Bouchard, Accounting/Payroll Assistant, ext. 7713
Cori Brauer, Education Coordinator, ext. 7704
Jean Bruns, Development Assistant, ext. 7710
Laura Coulbourn, Administrative Assistant, ext. 7702
Bob Demeule, Property Worker
Adrienne Doucette, Administrative Assistant, ext. 7703
Kim LoGrasso, Youth Education Manager, ext. 7706
Stina MacDougall, Office Manager/School Programs 
Administrator, ext. 7705
Stephanie Majeau, Education Coordinator, ext. 7712
Scott Santino, Teacher Naturalist/Camp Director, ext. 7709
Rebecca Spencer, Administrative Assistant, ext. 7711
Bill Whiting, Property Worker
Richard Wolniewicz, Property Manager, ext. 7708

Joppa Flats Education Center

David Moon, Sanctuary Director, ext. 6801
Jude Griffin, Administrative Assistant, ext. 6806
Lisa Hutchings, School & Youth Education Coordinator, ext. 6804
David Larson, Science & Education Coordinator, ext. 6802
Kirsten Lindquist, Camp Director & Youth Education 
Coordinator, ext. 6805
Melissa Vokey, Administrative Coordinator & Development 
Director, ext. 6803
Alison O’Hare & Mike Geisler, Weekend Staff 

Endicott Wildlife Sanctuary

Robert Buchsbaum, Regional Scientist, ext. 2703
Liz Duff, Education Coordinator, ext. 2701
Karen First, Preschool Director, 978-237-0108 
Chris Leahy, Betrand Chair Emeritus, ext. 2702

Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary
87 Perkins Row | Topsfield
978-887-9264 Office
978-887-0875 Fax
ipswichriver@
massaudubon.org

Joppa Flats Education Center 
One Plum Island Tpke | Newburyport
978-462-9998 Office
978-462-4143 Fax
joppaflats@massaudubon.org

Endicott Wildlife Sanctuary
346 Grapevine Road | Wenham
978-927-1122 Office
978-922-8487 Fax
endicott@massaudubon.org 
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These sites produce and purchase green electricity.

These sites have accessible features.

  1  Joppa Flats, Newburyport
  2  Rough Meadows, Rowley

  3  Ipswich River, Topsfield
    4  Endicott, Wenham
  5  Eastern Point, Gloucester

  6  Marblehead Neck, Marblehead

  7  Nahant Thicket, Nahant
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Explore the outdoors at 

Joppa Flats Summer Camp!
Creative and fun nature day camps for children ages 6–11

Online registration opens in January

Five-day camp sessions with excursions to amazing local 
habitats by motor, foot, and boat

For our camp brochure, visit 
massaudubon.org/joppaflatscamp 

or call Camp Director Kirsten Lindquist at 978-462-9998. 

Ipswich River Nature Day Camps
Have Fun in Nature this Summer! 

Online registration opens in January

Children ages 4–14

Three convenient locations:
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

The Church of St. Andrew, Marblehead
Essex County Greenbelt’s Cox Reservation, Essex

For more information and to register, visit 
massaudubon.org/ipswichrivercamp 

or call 978-887-9264. 
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Back Cover Landscape ©Stephen MacDougall
Cover Common Redpoll ©Dave Larson
Camper with Binoculars ©The Lazy Explorer
Preschool Logo ©Victor Atkins



Western Massachusetts / Arcadia

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS

Central Massachusetts / Broad Meadow Brook

Joppa Flats 
Education Center 
massaudubon.org/joppaflats

One of the best things about life on the North Shore 
is winter. November and December brought us the 
first of our wintering waterfowl and raptors, but the 
makeup of our wintering bird community will shift 
as the season moves along, with seabirds following 
fluctuations in prey availability, and as irruptions 
sporadically occur. 

If you bird Plum Island, this long season of boreal 
and arctic breeders will be a very fulfilling way to 
enjoy the challenging winter. Tide-pooling may be a 
bit less inviting right now, but our legendary marine 
educators and naturalists at Joppa Flats know just 
how to work within cold conditions to bring you 
fascinating sea life and nature experiences, even now. 

This year we are also delighted to be offering 
expanded opportunities for children during April 
vacation week. Lisa Hutchings and Kirsten Lindquist 
have cooked up exciting ways for your young ones 
to participate in expeditions all around the Great 
Marsh and beyond. Our new and returning staff 
bring valuable gifts of natural history knowledge, 
educational experience, and passion for nature to 
you, our beloved members. Together, we make up 
a big family of people who appreciate, protect, and 
make a great contribution to our knowledge of this 
naturally stunning North Shore. Thanks for being part 
of Joppa Flats!

David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Director’s Letter

One Plum Island Turnpike
Newburyport ,  MA 01950
978-462-9998
joppaflats@massaudubon.org
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IBA

Throughout the catalog, “IBA” indicates a 
program that takes place within a Massachusetts 
Important Bird Area, and “BCP” signifies a 
graduate of the Joppa Flats Birder’s Certificate 
Program.

Birthday Parties at Joppa Flats 
for Mass Audubon Members

Celebrate your child’s special day at Joppa Flats!
For $260, our birthday party package includes:

• Two hours of hands-on educational fun  
   with time allotted for cake 
• Private program space
• All tableware (table cloths, napkins,
   plates, utensils)
• Decorations and banners
• A take-home art project for each child
• A customized goodie bag and birthday
   banner for the birthday child

CHOOSE YOUR THEME!

AGES 3–10: Backyard Birds, Eagles & Owls, Ocean Odyssey, 
Arctic Animals, Penguin Pals, The Deep Sea 

AGES 7–10: All themes listed above, plus Endangered 
Animals, Ocean Science, Birding Blitz Challenge 

PARTY SIZE

• For children turning 3 or 4: Maximum of 12 children with
   one participating adult chaperone per child (required).
• For children turning 5–10: Maximum of 18 children with
   one adult chaperone per every five children.
• Party Package covers the cost of up to 12 children. An
   additional charge of $15 per child applies after that.

Please reserve at least two months in advance. To book your party, 
contact Joppa Flats School and Family Education Coordinator Lisa 
Hutchings at lhutchings@massaudubon.org.

SUMMER CAMP 2019 
BROCHURE & REGISTRATION! 
Connect your kids with nature at Joppa Flats Summer 
Camp! Our fun, hands-on camp program offers five-day 
sessions, June through August, for ages 6 to 11. Each week 
is full of field trips, outdoor play, and nature discovery. Our 
camp brochure is now online, and registration begins early 
January. To learn more, contact Joppa Flats Camp Director 
Kirsten Lindquist at 978-462-9998 or 
klindquist@massaudubon.org. Sessions fill quickly, so don’t 
miss out—we can’t wait to explore outside with you next 
summer!

BIRD & NATURE PRESENTATIONS 
FOR GROUPS
Spice up your monthly meeting or special event with a 
colorful nature presentation! Our world-traveling trip leaders 
can take you virtually outdoors, almost anywhere, including 
your own backyard. Book a one-hour presentation on such 
topics as “In the Wake of Sir Ernest Shackleton (Antarctica),” 
“Ecology of Bald Eagles,” “Feeding Backyard Birds,” “Bird 
Banding on the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge,” and 
“Backyard Bird Sanctuaries.” We also present travelogues 
on Kenya, Tanzania, Botswana, Costa Rica, Belize, Panama, 
Bhutan, Ecuador, Trinidad, Brazil, Mongolia, Svalbard, and 
Cuba, as well as on intriguing locations all over North 
America. For more information, call 978-462-9998.

FACILITY RENTAL
Our Education Center overlooks the magnificent Merrimack 
River and the Plum Island estuary, providing an ideal venue 
for your next business meeting or private special event 
(weddings, family reunions, memorial services, and more). 
Joppa Flats’ seasoned naturalist staff and volunteers can 
be available to lead informative natural history field trips or 
programs for your guests. For more information, call 
978-462-9998.

STAY IN TOUCH WITH JOPPA FLATS
Visit us online at massaudubon.org/joppaflats to find our 
program listings, read about our news and special events, 
and see videos and slide shows about our various activities.

Like us at facebook.com/MassAudubonJoppaFlats

©Lisa Hutchings
©Dennis Welsh
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Programs for Adults

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS

IBA

New Year’s Madness  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area and Cape Ann

Date:  Tuesday, January 1 / 8:30 am–4:30 pm
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 Bill Gette, Joppa Flats Founding Director

Cost:  $60 members, $70 nonmembers

Spend New Year’s Day celebrating the beauty of winter and 
its birds! We’ll hit the birding hot spots around the greater 
Newburyport area and on Cape Ann for a full day of exciting 
birds, targeting Snowy Owl, Northern Shrike, Lapland 
Longspur, Snow Bunting, Harlequin Duck, and other sea 
ducks, loons, and grebes.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please bring warm 
clothing and waterproof shoes/boots, binoculars, snacks, and 
lunch.

Winter Raptors Workshop  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, 
and the Newburyport/Plum Island Area

Dates:  Friday, January 4 / 7:00–9:00 pm (lecture)
 Saturday, January 5 / 7:30 am–5:30 pm (field trip)
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education 
 Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP

Cost:  $95 members, $125 nonmembers

Discover the incredible raptors that brave the extreme 
weather conditions of our winters. Throughout the lecture 
and field trip, you’ll learn about owls, hawks, falcons, and 
eagles, including physical adaptations (using study skins), 
aids to field identification, migration patterns and timing, 
nesting and foraging behaviors, and conservation issues 
that impact these marvelous and diverse birds.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. On Saturday, we’ll provide 
a continental breakfast. Dress for the weather and bring lunch, 
snacks, a field guide, binoculars, and a scope if you have one.

Wednesday Morning Birding  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Wednesdays / 9:30 am–12:30 pm 
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 Dave Weaver, BCP

Cost:  $14 members, $17 nonmembers, per session*

Now in its 23rd year, Wednesday Morning Birding 
gives birders of all skill levels excellent exposure to the 
tremendous variety of bird species and hot spots in one of 
the most productive birding areas in the country. Each week, 
we’ll explore Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Plum 
Island, the Merrimack River estuary, and other locations 
around Essex County. Since we like to go where we’ll find 
the best variety of birds, we’ll explore Cape Ann on these 
Wednesdays: January 9, February 13, and March 13**. 
Preregistration not required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education 
Center. Wear sturdy footwear and bring binoculars or spotting 
scopes and a snack. Call 978-462-9998 or email 
joppaflats@massaudubon.org to be added to the Wednesday 
Morning Birding email list. 
*Four-trip special: $42 members, $51 nonmembers. **On Cape 
Ann Wednesdays, we meet at Gloucester Crossing on Route 128 
in Gloucester, at the right side of Market Basket. 

Saturday Morning Birding  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Saturdays* / 9:00–11:30 am
Leaders:  Debra Listernick, Alison O’Hare, Dave Weaver,
 and Dave Williams, BCP; Jonathan Brooks and Lynette 
 Leka, Joppa Flats Naturalists

Cost: $10 members, $12 nonmembers, per session** 

Bird with our talented guides in one of the best year-round 
birding locations in the country. Each week, we’ll search 
out avian activity in the Newburyport/Plum Island area. 
Beginners and birders of all levels are welcome to drop in 
and join us.
*Program not held on January 19, February 9, or May 11. **Four-
trip special: $30 members, $36 nonmembers. Preregistration 
not required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Wear sturdy 
footwear and bring binoculars (some loaners are available). In 
the case of inclement weather, please call ahead to confirm. 

IBA

IBA

©Lisa Hutchings
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Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/joppaflats • 978-462-9998

Wednesday Evening Lecture Series
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Select Wednesdays / 7:30–8:30 pm

Cost:  Free for members, $4 nonmembers, per lecture

Delve deeper into your natural history interests with our 
monthly lectures. 
Preregistration not required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center.

January 16: Change on Plum Island—Birds & Climate
Speaker: David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

February 13: The Arts & the Experience of Nature 
Speakers: Lainie Senechal, Joppa Flats Poet-in-Residence; Invited 

Poets and Artists 

March 13: Pribilof Islands—The Galapagos of the North
Speaker: Bill Gette, Joppa Flats Founding Director

April 17: Wildlife of Uganda   
Speaker: Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education 

Coordinator

Superbowl of Birding XVI  
Essex and Rockingham Counties
Cosponsored by Zeiss 

Date:  Saturday, January 19 / 5:00 am–7:00 pm
Ages:  Adults and families with children ages 6–12
Cost:  adults $35 members and nonmembers*

 children $20 members and nonmembers*

The Superbowl of Birding is a unique, 12-hour team 
competition where teams of birders of all ages and abilities 
seek out the greatest number of species to amass the most 
points, based on the rarity of the birds recorded. Compete 
for prizes in 10 categories, from the Newbies Award to the 
esteemed Zeiss Joppa Cup. Enjoy spectacular winter birding 
and find out just how good you and your team really are!
Please note that this year’s Superbowl is a week earlier than 
usual. The registration fee includes the post-competition pizza 
party and prizes. 
*Register before January 1 and receive a $5 discount per person. 
For registration materials, rules, and information, please go to 
massaudubon.org/superbowl or call 978-462-9998.

The Wonder & the Wow: 
Field Trips for Adults
Various Locations 

Dates:  Select Saturdays 
Leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Family Education
 Coordinator; Jonathan Brooks, Joppa Flats 
 Teacher Naturalist
Cost: $38 members, $48 nonmembers, per session, unless 

 otherwise noted

Why should kids have all the fun? These adult trips take us 
into the field for a full-immersion experience with friends 
and colleagues. Everyone contributes to the conversation 
about the natural world as we enjoy a group meal and enrich 
the social side of being outdoors. You’ll come away with a 
brand-new enthusiasm for the wildlife and habitats around 
you!
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Dress for the weather and 
bring binoculars. The cost of a meal is not included.

BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM
New England Aquarium, Boston
Date: Saturday, January 26 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm* 

Cost: $45 members, $55 nonmembers 

We’ll go “backstage” at the New England Aquarium to 
see the critters as they are fed, cared for, and raised by 
the aquarist team. We may even feed the salmon, meet 
the octopus, or watch a seal being trained—there’s a new 
surprise each trip! *Registration deadline: Friday, December 28

ARNOLD ARBORETUM
Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain 
Date: Saturday, February 16 / 9:30 am–2:30 pm

Explore the Arboretum’s past, present, and future with 
this tour of special collections, seasonal highlights, and 
more. Then, go birding amongst the gardens for wintering 
songbirds and raptors.

FALCONRY & A RAPTOR ROAD TRIP 
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newburyport
Date: Saturday, March 16 / 9:30 am–2:30 pm

Falconer Wendy Pavlicek, Director of the Burlington Science 
Center, will share her experiences and provide exciting 
live birds-of-prey demonstrations, followed by a search for 
raptors on the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge.

VALE RESERVATION
Vale Reservation, Andover
Date: Saturday, April 13 / 9:30 am–2:30 pm

Following the Shawsheen River as it meanders through 
Andover, we’ll search the extensive cattail marshes for early 
spring wildlife such as geese, ducks, herons, Muskrat, and 
Painted Turtles. 

IBA
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Merrimack River Eagle Festival  
Joppa Flats Education Center 
and Other Newburyport/Amesbury Locations 
Cosponsored by Parker River National Wildlife Refuge 

Date:  Saturday, February 9 / 8:30 am–4:00 pm
Ages: Adults and families with children ages 6 and up

Cost: Free*

Celebrate the seasonal return of Bald Eagles to the 
Merrimack Valley with the 14th annual Merrimack River 
Eagle Festival! In the deep winter of February, when 
everything else is frozen and asleep, the Newburyport area 
along the open Merrimack River is alive with the spectacular 
sight of wintering Bald Eagles flying, fishing, and sitting in 
the sun. Visit guided eagle hot spots at your own speed or 
preregister online for a guided van tour (*guided van tours 
are $10 for adults, $5 for children). Adults can also take a 
special tour with in-the-field photo tips with Hunt’s Photo & 
Video for $50*.

Come to Joppa Flats Education Center or the Parker River 
National Wildlife Refuge headquarters for free family events 
all day, or see a free raptor demonstration at Newburyport’s 
City Hall. People of all ages will love learning about the 
magnificence of nature by observing Bald Eagles and the 
habitats they need to survive. For a complete schedule of 
Merrimack River Eagle Festival events, call 978-462-9998 or 
go to massaudubon.org/eaglefestival. 

Focus on Merrimack River Birds  
Newburyport and Vicinity

Date:  Sunday, January 20 / 9:00 am–12:30 pm
Leader:  Debra Listernick, BCP

Cost:  $22 members, $26 nonmembers

The Merrimack River is an extraordinary place for winter 
birding, with large areas remaining ice free, even during 
the coldest winters. Loons, grebes, gulls, and many species 
of diving ducks flock to this area. Target species include 
Iceland and Black-headed gulls, Red-breasted and Common 
mergansers, Long-tailed Ducks, Common and Barrow’s 
goldeneyes, Buffleheads, Bald Eagles, and Great Cormorants.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Wear warm clothing and 
sturdy footwear; bring binoculars and snacks. 

Birding the Maine Coast
Southern Maine Coast

Date:  Monday, February 4 / 8:00 am–5:00 pm
Leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Cost:  $55 members, $65 nonmembers

Search for wintering land birds and seabirds on coastal 
Maine’s barrier beaches and rocky headlands, and salt 
marshes and sheltered coves. The sites we’ll visit include 
Portland Harbor, Cape Elizabeth, Prouts Neck, Biddeford 
Pool, Marginal Way (Ogunquit), and Cape Neddick. Our target 
species are Black Guillemot, Long-tailed Duck, King Eider, 
Barrow’s Goldeneye, Iceland and Glaucous gulls, Snowy Owl, 
and many more.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please wear warm 
clothing and waterproof shoes/boots; bring binoculars and 
snacks.

Bald Eagles of the Merrimack River  
Newburyport and Vicinity

Date:  Sunday, February 17 / 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Leader:  Debra Listernick, BCP

Cost:  $19 members, $22 nonmembers

Deep winter is the best time to find Bald Eagles, and the 
lower Merrimack River is the best place to find them. Bald 
Eagles may nest elsewhere in New England during the 
summer when food is plentiful, but in the winter when most 
lakes and rivers are frozen, eagles know they can come to 
our open local waters to find the ducks, fish, and carrion 
they need to survive. We’ll also look for loons, grebes, gulls, 
and diving ducks in the flowing Merrimack.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Wear warm clothing and 
sturdy footwear; bring binoculars and snacks.

Focus on Seabirds  
Cape Ann, Essex County

Date:  Sunday, February 24 / 9:00 am–12:30 pm
Leader:  Dave Williams, BCP

Cost:  $25 members, $30 nonmembers

Cape Ann is one of the best locations along the New England 
coast to observe winter seabirds. We’ll see many species of 
sea ducks, loons, grebes, and gulls as they feed and seek 
shelter in the cape’s many coves, inlets, and protected 
harbors. Target species include Iceland Gull, Red-necked 
Grebe, Red-throated Loon, Razorbill, Harlequin Duck, 
Northern Gannet, and Purple Sandpiper.
Meet at the Fisherman’s Memorial on Western Avenue, 
Gloucester. Bring binoculars and snacks; wear warm clothing 
and sturdy footwear.

IBA

IBA

IBA
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Birding the New Hampshire Coast
New Hampshire Coast

Date:  Sunday, March 3 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm
Leaders:  Steve Mirick, Author of Birding the New Hampshire 
 Seacoast and Great Bay; Jane Mirick, Joppa Flats Naturalist

Cost:  $42 members, $50 nonmembers

New Hampshire’s 18-mile seacoast is a best-kept secret for 
winter birding, with its many excellent sites that support 
large numbers of seabirds and waterfowl. We will explore 
the Great Bay, the mouth of the Piscataqua River, Odiorne 
Point State Park, Rye Harbor State Park, and many other very 
productive sites. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Wear warm clothing and 
sturdy walking shoes. Bring binoculars, snacks, and a lunch.

Owls of the Salt Marshes 
& Forests  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Vicinity

Date:  Saturday, March 9 / 3:30–10:00 pm
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 Alison O’Hare, BCP

Cost:  $44 members, $52 nonmembers

We’ll start by searching the salt marshes and dunes of the 
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge for the diurnal Snowy 
Owl and the crepuscular Short-eared Owl. After sunset, we’ll 
return to Joppa Flats for a lecture about the folklore and 
natural history of North American owls. Finally, in the dark 
we’ll go out again to look for Eastern Screech-owls, Barred 
Owls, and Great Horned Owls. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Dress warmly, and bring 
dinner and binoculars.

Aerial Acrobats: 
Woodcocks & More!  
Newburyport and Vicinity

Date:  Thursday, March 21 / 6:30–9:00 pm
Leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Cost:  $16 members, $21 nonmembers

With the first hints of spring, American Woodcocks return 
locally to breed, and the resulting courtship display is not 
to be missed! After a series of nasal peent calls, the male 
springs into the air and begins to spiral upward, then 
zigzags his way to the ground like a falling leaf. We’ll observe 
this impressive display and discuss the many unique 
adaptations of this unlikely little shorebird. We’ll also 
search for other early-spring migrants that are active in the 
evening.
Meet at the Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars and 
dress warmly.

Ducks-R-Us  
Newburyport and Vicinity, and Cape Ann, Essex County

Date:  Sunday, April 7 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education 
 Coordinator; Linda Hunnewell, Joppa Flats Naturalist

Cost:  $42 members, $50 nonmembers

In early April, the coastal waters, rivers, and lakes of 
Massachusetts’ North Shore are wonderful places to 
observe ducks. Most of the species that have wintered here 
are still present, and many early migrants have returned to 
our area; we could see more than 20 species of ducks in this 
program! We’ll bird the Plum Island estuary, the Merrimack 
River, Cherry Hill Reservoir, and many sites on Cape Ann 
in hopes of finding Harlequin Ducks, Barrow’s Goldeneyes, 
three species of scoters, and much more.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Wear warm clothing and 
waterproof footwear; bring binoculars, lunch, and snacks.

Bird Banding Workshop  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, 
and Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newbury

Dates:  Thursday, April 11 / 7:00–9:00 pm (lecture)
 Saturday, April 13 / 7:30 am–12:00 pm (field trip)
Leaders:  Alison O’Hare, BCP; Ben Flemer, Banding Station Manager

Cost:  $55 members, $65 nonmembers

Joppa Flats Education Center, in cooperation with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), operates a bird banding 
station on the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge every 
spring and fall. The USFWS and Mass Audubon use data 
from the station to monitor species diversity, the movement 
of birds on the refuge, bird populations, and other factors. 
During the classroom portion of this two-day workshop, 
you’ll learn the basics of bird banding, strategies for 
identifying birds in the hand, and the many aids for aging 
and sexing these incredible animals. During the field trip, 
we’ll visit the station, observe the banding process, and 
assist with data collection.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center for both sessions. For the 
lecture, please bring your field guide. For the field trip, bring 
your binoculars and field guide, and wear a top without buttons 
to avoid getting tangled in the nets.

IBA

IBA

IBA
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Eastern Massachusetts Hawk 
Watch: Lecture & Field Trip  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, 
and Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newbury

Dates:  Sunday, April 14 / 9:00–11:30 am (lecture)
 Sunday, April 14 / 11:30 am–2:00 pm (field trip) 
Leaders:  Brian Rusnica and Eric Smith, Eastern 
 Massachusetts Hawk Watch 
Cost: $10 members and nonmembers, lecture

 Free, field trip

Plum Island is one of the most significant spring hawk 
watching sites on the East Coast. Unlike during fall 
migration, when hawks fly high along ridges from thermal 
to thermal, we see hundreds of hawks flying north along 
the coast, often less than 20 feet above the ground! During 
the lecture, learn how to identify hawks and discuss the 
similarities and differences in species composition and 
flight strategies. Then we’ll head over to Plum Island for a 
free field trip, where we’ll observe and put into practice our 
hawk identification skills. For additional information on 
Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch, please visit 
massbird.org/emhw.
Please preregister for the workshop. You do not have to register 
for the separate field trip. Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center 
for both sessions. The field trip requires weather-appropriate 
clothes and binoculars. If you register for both the workshop 
and field trip, please also bring snacks and a lunch. 

Birding by Ear Workshop  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Vicinity

Dates:  Friday, April 26 / 7:00–9:00 pm (lecture) 
 Saturday, April 27 / 6:00 am–12:00 pm (field trip)
Leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Cost:  $95 members, $125 nonmembers

No matter where you bird, the ability to identify species 
by ear will give you a deeper understanding of the avian 
community around you. In this two-day workshop you’ll learn 
the methods and resources for discerning bird vocalizations. 
On Friday evening, we’ll review materials and techniques 
to connect sounds with images. In the field on Saturday 
morning, we’ll practice what we’ve learned and discuss aids 
that will help you with bird sounds when you’re on your own. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please bring a field 
guide for reference. For the field trip, wear warm clothing and 
waterproof shoes/boots, and bring snacks and binoculars.

Wednesday Evening Birding  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Wednesdays in May / 5:30–7:30 pm
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 Linda Hunnewell, Joppa Flats Naturalist

Cost:  $10 members, $12 nonmembers, per session*

Welcome May, the height of spring migration! Each week, 
we’ll explore the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, the 
Merrimack River, and other productive birding sites during 
the quiet of the evening, when fewer people are present 
and the animals become more active. You’ll learn about 
adaptations, taxonomy, habitat niches, and more.
Preregistration not required. *Four-trip special: $30 members, 
$36 nonmembers. Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring 
binoculars and a field guide.

Friday Morning Bird Walks: 
Focus on Warblers  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Fridays in May / 8:00–11:00 am
Leader:  Dave Williams, BCP

Cost:  $12 members, $15 nonmembers, per session

Be an early birder! Mornings are when birds are most active 
and easier to see. We’ll focus on the beautiful wood-warblers 
migrating through our area and stay on the lookout for 
other neotropical migrants as we explore such birding hot 
spots as the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Oak Hill 
Cemetery, Pikes Bridge Road, and others. 
Preregistration not required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education 
Center. Please bring binoculars and a field guide. 

Birding Western Essex County  
Western Essex County

Date:  Thursday, May 2 / 8:00 am–4:00 pm
Leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education Coordinator

Cost:  $48 members, $60 nonmembers

Let’s explore some of the best birding locations on the 
other side of Essex County, where we’ll visit some of the 
lesser-known hot spots inland. These may include wildlife 
management areas in Groveland and Boxford, conservation 
areas in Andover, possibly Crystal Gorge Conservation Area 
in Haverhill, and other “secret” locations to be determined. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars, snacks, 
and lunch. Dress for the weather.
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Warbler Workshop: 
Jewels of the Forest  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, 
and the Newburyport/Plum Island Area

Dates:  Friday, May 3 / 7:00–9:00 pm (lecture)
 Saturday, May 4 / 6:30 am–1:00 pm (field trip)
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education 
 Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP

Cost:  $95 members, $125 nonmembers

This workshop will introduce you to the wonderful world of 
the jewels of North American birdlife, wood-warblers. Learn 
about the 30 plus species in Massachusetts, including 
vocalizations, migration patterns, nesting and foraging 
behavior, and conservation issues. Visit the most productive 
local migrant traps, including the Parker River National 
Wildlife Refuge, Bald Hill Reservation, and more. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center on both days. For the field 
trip, dress for the weather and bring lunch, snacks, field guide, 
and binoculars. Breakfast is included on Saturday morning.

Pocket Birding for 
Spring Migrants  
Marblehead and Nahant

Date:  Tuesday, May 7 / 6:00–11:00 am
Leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education Coordinator

Cost:  $33 members, $41 nonmembers

Mass Audubon’s Marblehead Neck and Nahant Thicket 
Wildlife Sanctuaries are two small gems along the 
Essex County coast. As undeveloped oases in suburban 
neighborhoods, they are a magnet for migrating songbirds. 
Explore these pocket paradises and see what you can find. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center, or at Marblehead Neck 
Wildlife Sanctuary at 7:00 am. Please dress for the weather and 
bring binoculars, a field guide, and snacks.

Evening Birding Ramble at 
Appleton Farms  
Hamilton and Ipswich
Cosponsored by The Trustees 

Date:  Thursday, May 9 / 5:00–7:00 pm
Leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education Coordinator

Cost:  $13 members, $15 nonmembers

Appleton Farms and Grass Rides hosts mixed habitats that 
support many bird species. We’ll look for May nesting birds, 
such as Red-winged Blackbirds, Baltimore Orioles, Eastern 
Meadowlarks, Bobolinks, Scarlet Tanagers, and Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks as we note courtship behavior and bird song.  
Meet at Grass Rides parking lot on Highland St, Hamilton. Wear 
comfortable walking shoes; bring binoculars, snacks, and drinks.

Bird-a-thon Madness  
Essex County and Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Saturday, May 11 / 8:00 am–6:00 pm
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director;
 Bill Gette, Joppa Flats Founding Director; Susan Hardy, BCP

Cost:  $100 members and nonmembers

Bird-a-thon is Mass Audubon’s biggest fundraising effort, 
and we want you on the Joppa Flats team! We’ll count as 
many bird species as we can throughout Essex County, 
possibly as many as 100, moving quickly but always making 
sure that everyone sees the birds. All ability levels are 
welcome.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars, 
lunch, and snacks. Join us for a pizza party for all participants 
following the program.

The Birds of Cogswell’s Grant  
Essex
Cosponsored by Historic New England

Date:  Monday, May 13 / 8:30–10:30 am
Leader:  Dave Weaver, BCP

Cost:  $12 members*, $16 nonmembers

The scenic 165-acre Cogswell’s Grant in Essex, owned by 
Historic New England, offers a variety of habitats that 
attract a treasure trove of birds, such as Bobolinks and 
Baltimore Orioles, which nest in local fields and forests in 
May. Walking through the Grant, we’ll listen and watch for 
nesting and migrating birds. Afterward, the historic house 
on the property will be open to participants for a brief tour. 
*The member price applies to members of Mass Audubon and 
Historic New England. Meet at Cogswell’s Grant on Spring Street 
in Essex. Dress for the weather and bring binoculars.

Banding Station Visit for Birders  
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newbury

Date:  Sunday, May 19 / 8:00–11:00 am
Leaders:  Ben Flemer, Joppa Flats Banding Station Manager; 
 Lynette Leka, Joppa Flats Naturalist

Cost:  $15 members, $20 nonmembers

Visit Joppa Flats’ Bird Banding Station on Parker River 
National Wildlife Refuge and observe the bird banding 
process. Mass Audubon scientists capture, evaluate, and 
release migrant songbirds while you learn about migration 
and habitat use. Don’t miss this chance—the station 
operates only during the height of migration in spring (April 
and May) and fall (September and October).
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars and 
cameras. Dress for the weather, and protect yourself against 
mosquitoes and ticks. 
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Programs for  
Children, Families, 
& All Ages  

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS

Imagine, Sing, & Learn at Joppa
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Select Fridays / 10:00–11:30 am
Ages:  Families with children ages 3–6
Leader:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Family 
 Education Coordinator
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers, per session

 children $6 members, $8 nonmembers, per session 

These fun-filled morning programs are perfect for both 
you and your active preschooler! Our structured activities 
include hands-on science, music and movement, a thematic 
snack, and an outdoor adventure if the weather complies. 
Keep learning with coloring pages and follow-up activities to 
continue the fun at home.

January 25: The World of Penguins 
February 15: Bald Eagles are Back! 
March 15: Arctic Animals Abound

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Dress for the weather 
since some activities may take place outdoors. 

Introduction to 
Education Volunteering

 at Joppa Flats
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Vicinity 

Dates: Select Tuesdays 
Leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Family Education  
 Coordinator; Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalists

Cost:  $25 members, $35 nonmembers, per session 

Joppa Flats teachers and volunteers present programs to 
schools, groups, and families throughout the school year, 
both indoors and out, in a wide variety of environments. 
Take the first step toward joining the ranks of Joppa Flats 
education volunteers with these training programs.

WINTER SERIES Select Tuesdays / 9:30 am–1:30 pm
January 8: Birds of Prey on Plum Island 
January 15: Coastal Erosion, Seals, & Sea Level Rise
January 22: Wintering Birds & Winter Banding

SPRING SERIES Select Tuesdays / 8:30 am–12:30 pm
April 9: Salt Marsh & Sandy Beach Ecology
April 16:  Bird Banding Station & Maritime Forest
April 30: Rocky Shore & Tide Pools

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Dress for the weather with 
appropriate footwear and bring a snack.

Teacher Training: 
Wildlife in the Classroom 
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Vicinity 

Dates:  Thursday & Friday, February 21 & 22 / 
 9:30 am–2:30 pm
Audience: Teachers of grades Pre-K–3
Leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Family Education
 Coordinator; Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalists

Cost:  $35 members, $45 nonmembers per session

Learn how to bring nature into the classroom and discover 
the natural wonders of winter! Explore Plum Island in 
search of birds of prey, animal tracks, and signs of habitats 
and human impact. We’ll try out activities, and take home 
materials and lesson plans to use with your students and 
share with colleagues. Themes could include hibernation, 
migration, plant and animal adaptations, winter survival 
strategies, life cycles, coastal weathering and erosion, 
and seasonal changes. Choose Thursday, Friday, or both. 
Participants will receive 10 professional development points.

February 21: Winter Birds, Banding, & Birds of Prey
February 22: Coastal Wildlife & Challenges

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the 
weather with waterproof footwear. 

North Shore / Joppa Flats



Family Nature Night: Owl Prowl
Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary, Rowley

Date:  Friday, March 22 / 6:30–8:30 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 6–11
Leader:  Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director and 
 Youth Education Coordinator

Cost:  adults or children $8 members, $10 nonmembers

Come hooting with Joppa Flats naturalists at Rough 
Meadows in search of local owls just beginning to nest! On 
our walk, we’ll learn about the superpowers that owls use to 
survive the winter and raise their young. With some luck, we 
might stumble upon tracks, scat, or burrows—evidence of 
other nocturnal animals.
Meet at Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary. Children must be 
accompanied by adults. Dress warmly with hats, mittens, boots, 
and snow pants. A flashlight is recommended for each family. 
There are no bathrooms at Rough Meadows.

North Shore / Joppa Flats 

NEW!

Sunday Morning Science at Joppa
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Vicinity

Dates:   Select Sundays / 10:00–11:30 am
Ages:  Children ages 7–11

Cost:  $13 members, $17 nonmembers, per session

Spend time with others who are interested in science and 
wildlife, and get in touch with your “inner scientist!” You’ll 
get a chance to meet live creatures, design something 
“green,” or explore a new field in science. 

January 27: Ice is Nice!
Leaders: Mary Jacobsen and Susan St. John, Joppa Flats Teacher 

Naturalists

February 24: Papermaking & Nature Journals
Leaders: Mary Jacobsen and Susan St. John, Joppa Flats Teacher 

Naturalists

March 10: Curious about Carnivores
Leader: Tanner Gresham, Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalist

March 31: Harbor Seals & Hot Chocolate*
Leader: Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Family Education 

Coordinator

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center unless otherwise 
indicated. Dress for the weather since some activities may take 
place outdoors. A health form for your child will accompany your 
registration confirmation and will need to be completed and 
submitted before the program starts.
*Meet at Salisbury State Reservation.

February Vacation Week Flybys 
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Sunday & Monday, February 17 & 18 / 10:00 am–3:00 pm 
Ages:  Families with children ages 2–10
Leader: Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Family
 Education Coordinator
Cost:  children $5 members, $8 nonmembers, per session
           adults Free

           family carload $20 members, $32 nonmembers

Beat the winter “blahs” during school break! Drop in for an 
hour or stay all day, either one or both days, for a family 
vacation destination that suits your schedule. Participate 
in half-hour presentations at 11:00 am or 1:00 pm. We’ll use 
experiments, crafts, and games to show you how to blend 
science and art based on the day’s theme. It’s free-flow 
learning for the whole family!

February 17: Raptor Rapture—Bald Eagles, Snowy Owls, 
        & Hawks
February 18: Pole to Pole—Polar Bears to Penguins

Adults must accompany children. Preregistration is not 
required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for 
the weather since some activities will take place outdoors.

Superbowl of Birding XVI 
Saturday, January 19 

5:00 am–7:00 pm

Please see page 21 for details. 

Merrimack River Eagle 
Festival

Saturday, February 9 
8:30 am–4:00 pm

Please see page 22 for details.

Meet Backyard Birds at Joppa Flats!
Demonstrations for all ages on bird banding and data 

collection! Weekend dates in January and February.  

Visit massaudubon.org/joppaflats or call 978-462-9998
for more information.
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April Vacation Adventures  
in Science
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Tuesday–Friday, April 16–19 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm 
Ages:  Children ages 8–11
Leaders:  Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director and Youth 
 Education Coordinator; Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalists
Cost:  $60 members, $75 nonmembers, per day 

 $225 members, $265 nonmembers, per week

Make your April vacation experience one to remember with 
birding, tide-pooling, banding, and more at Joppa Flats! 
Children will enjoy hands-on science, group challenges, and 
age-appropriate activities both outdoors and in. Multiple 
field trips to local habitats throughout the week make this 
April Vacation unforgettable! Sign up for individual days or 
receive a discount for all four.

Tuesday, April 16: Creatures of the Coast
Discover tidal wildlife, like moon snails, crabs, and 
periwinkles, on a tide-pooling excursion to beautiful Plum 
Island. Back at Joppa Flats we’ll learn all about our salt 
marsh, the fish and birds that call it home, and how we can 
help keep our coastal habitats safe for wildlife.

Wednesday, April 17: Forest Detectives
It’s spring and the forest is awakening! What’s hiding under 
those logs; who’s building nests; and what carnivores are on 
the hunt after the long winter? Together, we’ll take a forest 
hike through Maudslay State Park and use science tools like 
binoculars, field microscopes, and nature guides.

Thursday, April 18: Birds of Prey Protectors
Let’s see how many raptor species we can spot on the Parker 
River National Wildlife Refuge as we climb observation 
towers and use a bird blind. We’ll also enjoy a live raptor 
presentation from a rehabilitator at Joppa Flats.

Friday, April 19: Migration & Birding
Learn all about returning songbirds, and how scientists 
study them at Joppa Flats’ bird banding station. Then we’ll 
scout forests, beaches, and wetlands of the Parker River 
National Wildlife Refuge to look for birds and signs of other 
wildlife waking up to spring. 

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. A confirmation packet 
with more details will be sent upon registration. Please call 
Kirsten Lindquist at 978-462-9998 with any questions.

Family Open House: Celebrate the Sea!
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Sunday, March 24 / 10:00 am–3:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 2–10
Leader:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Youth 
 Education Coordinator

Cost: Free

Come to Joppa Flats for fun, hands-on activities and 
exhibits that spotlight the wonders of our mighty Atlantic! 
Learn about ocean giants and creatures of the deep. Play 
ocean-themed games and create seaworthy art. Find out 
where our seafood comes from, how people can collect 
energy from the ocean, and how to protect our oceans and 
coastline as they show signs of climate change. Family 
presentations will be offered at 11:00 am and 1:00 pm.
This is a drop-in, rain-or-shine event. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Preregistration is not required. Meet 
at Joppa Flats Education Center. Dress for the weather since 
we’ll offer outdoor activities if the weather complies. 

See, Think, & Wonder Walks
Newburyport Vicinity

Dates: Select Thursdays / 2:00–3:30 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 3–6
Leader:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Family Education
 Coordinator
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers, per session

            children $6 members, $8 nonmembers, per session

Let’s head out to our spectacular local habitats to see what’s 
new! We love to find things; think about colors, shapes, 
and patterns; and wonder why this place is a special home 
to wildlife. Each nature exploration is presented in a fun, 
energetic format that adults and children will all enjoy.

April 25: Signs of Spring in the Maritime Forest
Meet at Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, parking lot #4.

May 2: Meet Peat Creatures in the Salt Marsh
Meet at Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary in Rowley. 

Dress for the weather with waterproof footwear. Not for siblings 
under 3. In case of inclement weather, this will take place 
indoors at Joppa Flats Education Center.

NEW!
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Homeschool Field Trips   
Newburyport and Vicinity

Dates: Select Tuesdays 
Ages:  Children ages 8–11
Leaders:  Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director and Youth
 Education Coordinator; Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats 
 School and Family Education Coordinator

Cost:  $15 members, $18 nonmembers, per program 

Homeschoolers, connect with the natural world through 
hands-on learning and student-centered inquiry! Each 
month, we’ll delve into a natural history or science topic in a 
playful, interactive format with an exciting nature-themed 
field trip.
Dress for the outdoors and bring a nut-free snack. Meet at 
Joppa Flats at the stated time with transportation provided, or 
meet us on location at the alternative meeting time. Parents/
Guardians are welcome to attend field trips without charge. 
A health form for your child will accompany your registration 
confirmation and needs to be submitted before the first session. 
Programs are not designed to include siblings who fall outside 
the age range. 

VISIT TO THE YORK CENTER FOR WILDLIFE 
York Center for Wildlife, Cape Neddick, Maine
Date: Tuesday, March 12 / 1:00–4:30 pm*

Animals have to use cunning and skill to get the resources 
they need to survive. Who makes it through the winter, 
and how? We’ll meet different animals and their habitats 
up close, and find out how to help animals ourselves. 
*Alternative meeting time at 2:00 pm, York Center for Wildlife, 
Cape Neddick, Maine.

DISCOVERING VERNAL POOLS 
Newburyport Area
Date: Tuesday, April 9 / 1:00–3:30 pm*

Our local amphibians are an important part of 
Massachusetts ecosystems. Vernal pools are special, rare 
habitats that frogs and salamanders depend on for their 
larvae and tadpoles to survive. Learn how to protect both 
wildlife and habitats! 
*Alternative meeting time to be announced. 

BLOOMS, BUGS, & BIRDS 
Old Town Hill, Newbury
Date: Tuesday, May 14 / 1:00–3:30 pm*

Spring is here, and birds and insects are busy at work 
spreading pollen and collecting nectar. We’ll observe and 
document the flight pathways of all things with wings, then 
create a temporary insect zoo and turn it into a living field 
guide to share with Joppa Flats visitors. 
*Alternative meeting time at 1:30 pm at Old Town Hill pull-out 
parking on Newman Road, Newbury.

North Shore / Joppa Flats 
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Family Nature Night: Half-Moon Stroll
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Friday, April 26 / 6:30–8:30 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 6–11
Leader:  Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director and 
 Youth Education Coordinator

Cost:  adults or children $8 members, $10 nonmembers 

Get out Friday night—outside, that is—for an interactive, 
whole-family evening of learning about nocturnal animal 
senses, the moon, and stars! We’ll go on a short walk to 
Spencer-Peirce-Little Farm’s back fields to stargaze before 
returning to Joppa Flats’ for hot cocoa around the fire pit.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Children must be 
accompanied by adults. Dress for the weather with layers for 
warmth. A flashlight is recommended for each family. 

Mother’s Day at the Bird Banding 
Station  
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newburyport

Date:  Sunday, May 12 / 9:30–11:30 am
Ages:  Families with children ages 6 and up
Leaders:  Ben Flemer, Joppa Flats Bird Banding Station Manager; 
 Lynette Leka, Joppa Flats Naturalist
Cost:  adults $8 members, $10 nonmembers 

          children $5 members, $6 nonmembers 

Come for an exciting family visit to the Joppa Flats Bird 
Banding Station. See Mass Audubon scientists capture, 
evaluate, and release migrant songbirds and learn about 
migration and habitat use. Don’t miss this chance—the 
station only operates during the height of migration in 
spring (April and May) and fall (September and October). 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars and 
cameras. Dress for the weather, and protect yourself against 
mosquitoes and ticks.

IBA
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Trips & Tours with 
Ipswich River 
& Joppa Flats

North Shore / Trips & Tours

Birding Southern Arizona
Southern Arizona

Dates:  Friday, January 18–Friday, January 25 (8 days)
Leaders:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher Naturalist; 
 Carol Decker, former Ipswich River Sanctuary Director
Cost:  $1,795 members, $2,154 nonmembers

Deposit:  $100 nonrefundable

Southeast Arizona is one of the best birdwatching 
destinations in North America. Our itinerary includes 
hiking up eye-catching mountain canyons, scanning vast 
grasslands and watering holes, and visiting beautiful state 
parks and stunning national forests. One space has just 
opened up on this trip; please call our office at 978-887-9264 
for more information and to register. 

Leaders’ Choice Getaway
Somewhere in New England

Dates:  Thursday, January 24–Friday, January 25 (2 days)
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education 
 Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP
Cost: $295 members, $345 nonmembers

Deposit:  $100 nonrefundable

Join Dave and Dave for an adventure into the winter 
wonderland of New England. The goal of this two-day, one-
night trip is to seek out winter specialties. We will chase 
after rarities such as northern owls and rare gulls, of course, 
but our main focus is to find winter finches, redpolls, 
and Bohemian Waxwings. Our destination will depend 
on the most recent reports. On previous trips, we have 
seen a Northern Hawk Owl, Evening Grosbeaks, Bohemian 
Waxwings, Snow Buntings, Canada Jays, White-winged 
Crossbills, and much more! We promise fun, a place to 
sleep, and some great birds.
Cost is for double occupancy. Final payment is due December 
20. Trip details are determined a couple of days before 
departure and will be sent to all participants by email. 
Cancellations made within 30 days of departure cannot be 
refunded or credited unless we can fill your space.

Texas Gulf Coast & Lower Rio Grande 
Valley: Whooping Cranes to Scaled 
Quail
Southern Texas

Dates:  Friday, February 15–Friday, February 22 (8 days)
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 Susan Hardy, BCP; Donna Cooper, BCP
Cost:  $1,595 members, $1,695 nonmembers

Deposit:  $400 nonrefundable

A passage along the south coast of Texas, and up into 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley, presents an opportunity for 
a birder’s tour de force. We will begin in the ecosystem of 
one of our continent’s most majestic birds, the Whooping 
Crane, which winter in the salt marshes and tidal pools in 
and near Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. Seeing parent 
cranes tending their one chick of the year is a deeply 
moving experience. The incredible wintering community 
of waterfowl, shorebirds, and waders that surrounds the 
cranes makes the beginning of our trip a bonanza. The 
scrublands inland of the vast salt marshes of the Texas 
coast are home to a special set of birds, such as Ferruginous 
Pygmy Owl, Altamira and Audubon’s orioles, and Tropical 
Parula, which are found only a little way north of the border 
with Mexico. More of these specialties, such as Green Jay, 
Red-billed Pigeon, and White-collared Seedeater, along 
with the many endemic birds of the southwest chaparral, 
make birding in the refuges along the Rio Grande River a 
compelling treasure hunt. Quirky stops at parrot roosting 
sites and the Brownsville Landfill will add to the diversity 
of species we’ll find as we make our way into the inland 
mesquite brushlands, where another avifauna begins with 
new birds such as Scaled Quail, Pyrrhuloxia, and Verdin.  
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement is 
available for an additional $500. For more information, call 
978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Final 
payment is due January 15. Leaders will send out trip materials 
after final payment is received. Cancellations made within 
30 days of departure cannot be refunded or credited unless 
we can fill your space. Note: Please do not make your flight 
arrangements until you have checked with the trip leaders. 

©Dave Larson
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Galápagos Cruise: 
Darwin’s Enchanted Isles
Galápagos Islands, Ecuador

Dates:  Friday, February 15–Sunday, February 24 (10 days)
Leaders:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher Naturalist; 
 Local Guides

Cost: $7,498 members and nonmembers*

The Galápagos Islands off the coast of South America are 
like nowhere else on earth. Because of the islands’ isolation 
in the Pacific Ocean, there is a wealth of animal and plant 
life found only here. The Galápagos volcanic islands have an 
otherworldly beauty—from the desert landscapes at sea level 
to tall volcanoes and lush highland forests. You will have the 
chance to get up close with the planet’s most captivating and 
unique wildlife. Join us aboard the Evolution, a 32-passenger 
ship, perfect for comfort and stability. The islands are a living 
laboratory of evolution. Charles Darwin visited in 1835, and 
his examination of the beaks of the Galápagos finches was 
instrumental in his formulating the theory of evolution. 
We will have great opportunities for hiking, snorkeling, 
and visiting the world-renowned Charles Darwin Research 
Station to observe giant Galápagos tortoises, endemic to the 
islands. 
*Prices begin at $7,498, depending on cabin choice. For a 
more detailed description and to view an itinerary, visit 
massaudubon.org/travel. For more information or to register, 
please contact the Mass Audubon Tours office at 800-289-9504 
or travel@massaudubon.org. 

Northern Minnesota: Boreal Birding
Northern Minnesota 

Dates:  Thursday, February 28–Monday, March 4 (5 days)
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education 
 Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP
Cost:  $1,095 members, $1,195 nonmembers

Deposit:  $300 nonrefundable

When we think of a Minnesota winter, we think of boreal 
birds. We think of Great Gray Owls and Northern Hawk Owls, 
winter finches and grosbeaks, Canada Jays, Black-backed 
Woodpeckers, and Boreal Chickadees. We think of Timber 
Wolves and Snowshoe Hares and northern lights (hopefully). 
And finally, we think of the clear, clean air totally lacking 
in mosquitoes, blackflies, and deer flies. Our excursion to 
northern Minnesota is timed to take advantage of the best 
winter birding possible in some of the most accessible 
winter birding destinations in the boreal forest. We will 
concentrate on the world-famous Sax-Zim Bog, the Superior 
National Forest, and the North Shore of Lake Superior. All of 
these locations are within easy driving distance of Duluth, 
where we will be staying for this trip. 
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement is 
available for an additional $300. For more information, call 
978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Final 
payment is due January 28. Leaders will send out trip materials 
after final payment is received. Cancellations made within 
30 days of departure cannot be refunded or credited unless 
we can fill your space. Note: Please do not make your flight 
arrangements until you have checked with the trip leaders.

©Dave Larson
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Birding Big Bend & West Texas
Western Texas, and Big Bend National Park

Dates:  Tuesday, April 30–Tuesday, May 7 (8 Days)
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director;
 Bill Gette, Joppa Flats Founding Director; Melissa Vokey, 
 Joppa Flats Development Director
Cost:  $1,395 members, $1,495 nonmembers

Deposit:  $400 nonrefundable

The skies are bigger in Texas, the deserts are drier, the 
rocks are, rockier—and the belt buckles are huge! During 
our birding and natural history excursion to the Lone Star 
State, we will visit three very productive birding areas. 
In the vicinity of El Paso, riparian habitats along the Rio 
Grande and at reservoirs provide habitat for a variety of 
wetland birds just adjacent to desert. The Davis Mountains 
farther southeast provide a wide diversity of habitats 
including riparian areas, arid grasslands, tree-dotted 
foothills, and heavily forested upland areas more than 
5,000 feet in elevation. Big Bend National Park is a huge 
park containing 1,200 square miles of Chihuahuan Desert; 
within the park is an entire mountain range, the Chisos 
Mountains. Due to the size and diverse habitats of the 
park, its bird checklist contains more than 435 species. 
Top target birds for this trip include Montezuma Quail, 
Colima Warbler, Black-capped Vireo, Common Black-hawk, 
Elf Owl, Cave Swallow, Greater Roadrunner, and Lucifer 
Hummingbird. We expect to see approximately 200 species 
of birds, some great mammals, reptiles, and amphibians, 
and the amazing scenery for which this area is famous.
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement is 
available for an additional $450. For more information, call 
978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Final 
payment is due March 30. Leaders will send out trip materials 
after final payment is received. Cancellations made within 
30 days of departure cannot be refunded or credited unless 
we can fill your space. Note: Please do not make your flight 
arrangements until you have checked with the trip leaders. 

Spring Birds in South Carolina’s 
Lowcountry
South Carolina

Dates: Tuesday, April 30–Monday, May 6 (7 days)
Leaders:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher Naturalist; 
 Bob Speare, Master Naturalist
Cost: $1,395 members, $1,495 nonmembers  

Deposit:  $100 nonrefundable

From Charleston to the border of Savannah, Georgia, lies 
a 100-mile strand of seashore, salt marsh, and maritime 
forest that makes up what is known as South Carolina’s 
Lowcountry. Here, tens of thousands of acres of salt marsh, 
a network of tidal rivers and creeks, and surrounding 
upland habitats attract an amazing array of birdlife. 
Throughout the spring months, neotropical migrants 
heading north combine with regional specialties like 
Brown-headed Nuthatch, Mississippi Kite, and growing 
populations of Wood Stork to make for some wonderful 
Lowcountry birding. Among our destinations are the 
Cypress-Tupelo swamps of Webb Wildlife Center and the 
Congaree National Park, where we’ll hear songs of the 
“swamp warblers”, such as Prothonotary, Kentucky, and 
Hooded warblers. Webb also hosts breeding populations 
of Bachman Sparrows and the federally endangered Red-
cockaded Woodpecker. Other top birding spots in the state 
include the Savannah and Pinckney Island national wildlife 
refuges, and Bear Island Wildlife Management Area, where 
wetlands dominate the landscape and shorebirds, waders, 
and of course, alligators, abound. Spring starts early in 
the Lowcountry, so many birds will be well into nesting 
at this time. We’ll visit a heron rookery with fantastic 
opportunities to photograph nine species of herons, egrets 
and other water birds, along with Painted Buntings and 
more. A special boat trip around the Cape Romain National 
Wildlife Refuge and Bulls Island will give us terrific views 
of pelicans, terns, and shorebirds preparing for nesting 
season as well. So grab your binoculars and camera and 
join us for an unforgettable Lowcountry birding experience!
Cost is based on double occupancy and includes all ground 
transportation, entrance fees, lodging, and field instruction. 
Airfare and meals are not included. For more information 
or an itinerary, call 978-887-9264 or email ipswichriver@
massaudubon.org. Please register at least six weeks in 
advance. Cancellations made within 30 days of departure 
cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your space. 
Please do not make your flight arrangements until you have 
checked with the trip leaders.

American Alligator  ©Scott Santino
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New Jersey & New York Birding 
Weekend: Birding on the Border
New Jersey and New York

Dates:  Thursday, May 23–Sunday, May 26 (4 days)
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education 
 Coordinator; Mary Margaret Halsey, Joppa Flats Naturalist
Cost:  $950 members, $1,050 nonmembers

Deposit:  $400 nonrefundable

The border between New Jersey and New York is a very 
exciting destination for seeing breeding birds. This trip 
is about quality rather than quantity. We will concentrate 
on some of the more southerly warblers, including Yellow-
breasted Chat and Cerulean, Kentucky, and Worm-eating 
warblers. We also have a chance of seeing breeding Golden-
winged Warblers, a species recently lost as a breeder 
in Massachusetts. And we’ll look for other “southern 
specialties,” including Blue Grosbeak and Summer Tanager, 
as well as cuckoos, flycatchers, and many more. This highly 
productive birding area ranges from southern New Jersey 
hot spots to Doodletown and Sterling Forest in New York.
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement is 
available for an additional $500. For more information, call 
978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Final 
payment is due April 23. Leaders will send out trip materials 
after final payment is received. Cancellations made within 30 
days of departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can 
fill your space.

Birding the Connecticut Lakes
New Hampshire

Dates: Friday, May 31–Sunday, June 2 (3 days)
Leader: David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 Linda Hunnewell, Naturalist
Cost: $690 members, $790 nonmembers

Deposit: $200 nonrefundable

Explore the Connecticut Lakes region of northern New 
Hampshire, an area rich in wildlife and magnificent scenery. 
Over 15 trips to this area, we have counted 126 species 
of birds, including many boreal species. Target birds will 
include Black-backed and Pileated woodpeckers, Canada 
Jay, Common Raven, Yellow-bellied and Alder flycatchers, 
Spruce Grouse, Boreal Chickadee, Rusty Blackbird, 
Philadelphia Vireo, and many species of warblers (e.g., 
Mourning, Blackpoll, Wilson’s, and Bay-breasted). We 
also expect to see a wide variety of butterflies and several 
species of mammals including Moose.
Cost is for double occupancy and includes lodging at The Glen 
and six meals. A single-room supplement is not available. For 
more information, call 978-462-9998 or email 
joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Final payment is due April 
30. Leaders will send out trip materials after final payment 
is received. Cancellations made within 30 days of departure 
cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your space.

Minnesota & North Dakota: 
Boreal Bog & Prairie Birding
Minnesota and North Dakota

Dates: Friday, June 7–Saturday, June 15 (9 days)
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education 
 Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP
Cost:  $1,995 members, $2,095 nonmembers

Deposit:  $500 nonrefundable

This trip is a doozy! We start off based in Duluth, Minnesota, 
which gives us easy access to the fabulous, boreal 
Superior National Forest, where we will search for breeding 
warblers (such as Cape May, Bay-breasted, Mourning, 
and Tennessee), flycatchers (Yellow-bellied, Olive-sided), 
Broad-winged Hawks, Gray Jays, and vireos. We will also be 
making several visits to the Sax-Zim Bog, with its breeding 
but elusive Great Gray Owls, Connecticut Warblers, and 
other boreal specialties. We will head west with a visit to the 
Felton Prairie area to look for Greater Prairie Chickens and a 
variety of prairie sparrows. From Jamestown, North Dakota, 
we will comb the prairies and farmlands for breeding 
Upland Sandpipers, Western Willets, American Avocets, 
Sharp-tailed Grouse, and an impressive list of sparrows 
(including Clay-colored, Vesper, Grasshopper, Le Conte’s, 
and Baird’s). We will also have a chance at Sprague’s 
Pipit. This region is part of the great duck factory of North 
America, with abundant ducks, grebes, Wilson’s Phalaropes, 
and Black Terns. We finish in Bismarck, North Dakota, to 
begin our trip home. This is a demanding trip, covering lots 
of miles by van, and including early morning departures 
and some evening birding—but the landscapes and birds 
are well worth it! On previous trips, we found 200 species 
of birds (including 23 different warblers) and 21 species of 
mammals. We always have a great time, and you will too.
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement is 
available for an additional $700. For more information, call 
978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Final 
payment is due May 7. Leaders will send out trip materials after 
final payment is received. Cancellations made within 30 days of 
departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your 
space. Note: Please do not make your flight arrangements until 
you have checked with the trip leaders. 

©Terri Nickerson
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Iceland: Birding, Geology, 
& Natural History Exploration
Iceland

Dates: Friday, June 14–Saturday, June 22 (9 days)
Leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director
Cost:  $4,990 members

Deposit:  $500 nonrefundable

Lying in the cold, gray waters of the North Atlantic, Iceland 
has long fired the imagination of travelers and birdwatchers 
alike. The ancient Nordic history and sagas come alive in 
this most sparsely populated country in Europe. With so few 
people, there is nothing to distract you from the emerald 
green vistas, glaciers, waterfalls, lava fields, rainbows, and 
dramatic mountain ranges. The birdlife is equally dramatic 
and varied, with such special species as Snow Bunting and 
Rock Ptarmigan, and the spectacle of thousands of breeding 
alcids and waterfowls. Iceland’s national bird, the Gyrfalcon, 
is often seen near nesting colonies.
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement is 
available for an additional $700. For more information, call 
800-289-9504 or email travel@massuaudubon.org. 

Machias Seal Island & Eastern Maine
Northeastern Maine

Dates: Saturday, June 8-Monday, June 10 (3 days)
Leader: Bill Gette, Joppa Flats Founding Director
Cost: $690 members, $790 nonmembers

Deposit: $200 nonrefundable

A trip to Machias Seal Island and eastern Maine during 
nesting season is a fantastic experience! During our 
program, we plan to visit Machias Seal Island, the Deblois 
Blueberry Barrens, Quoddy Head State Park, and many 
other sites in the Machias/Cutler area.  On our 32 previous 
trips, we have seen a total of 204 species of birds and a 
good variety of mammals.  Machias Seal Island is noted 
as a nesting colony for seabirds including Atlantic Puffins, 
Common Murrres, Razorbills, and Arctic Terns.  The Deblois 
Blueberry Barrens and the Cutler area are noted for a 
wide variety of birds including Upland Sandpiper, Boreal 
Chickadee, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, and Canada Jay. 
Throughout our trip, we will see and hear nesting warblers.
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement is 
available for an additional $xx. For more information, call 
978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Final 
payment is due May 8. Leaders will send out trip materials after 
final payment is received. Cancellations made within 30 days of 
departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your 
space.

Puffins & Peatlands
Downeast Maine
Cosponsored by Mass Audubon South Shore Sanctuaries 

Dates:  Thursday, July 11–Sunday, July 14 (4 days)
Leaders:  Carol Decker, former Ipswich River Sanctuary Director; 
 Susan MacCallum, Mass Audubon South Shore   
 Sanctuaries Director
Cost:  $740 members, $805 nonmembers

Deposit:  $150 nonrefundable

Travel east of Frenchman Bay in Maine, and you will see 
a change in the woodlands and coastline. Spruce, fir, and 
tamarack become the dominant species; the ocean shore 
is rough and rocky; and extensive mudflats are exposed as 
a result of the 15- to 20-foot tides. Welcome to Down East 
Maine! We’ll explore this unique ecology, including boreal 
forests, raised bogs, and an offshore seabird nesting colony. 
We’ll visit Machias Seal Island, 10 miles from the mainland, 
to view Atlantic puffins in their colorful breeding plumage, 
razorbills, nesting Arctic terns, and common murres. This is 
the spot to see and photograph Atlantic puffins up close. We 
will explore Cobscook Bay and Quoddy Head Light, scanning 
for seabirds, whales, and dolphins from the cliffs and ledges.
Fee includes motel accommodations (double occupancy), 
round-trip van transportation, boat trip, entrance fees, and field 
instruction. Single-room supplement $190. Participants must 
have a passport to enter Canada. For an itinerary, call 
978-887-9264 or email ipswichriver@massaudubon.org. 
Register at least six weeks in advance. Cancellations within 30 
days of departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can 
fill your space.

©Mary Lou Vozzella
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Monhegan Island Weekend
Monhegan Island, Maine

Dates:  Friday, September 13–Sunday, September 15 (3 days)
Leaders:  Amy Weidensaul, Ipswich River Sanctuary Director; 
 Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher Naturalist
Cost:  $575 members, $640 nonmembers

Deposit: $150 nonrefundable

Enjoy a weekend of birding and naturalizing on this 
beautiful rockbound island. Located 10 miles off the coast 
of Maine, Monhegan is not only remote and enchanting, but 
it’s also a trap for migrant songbirds. Hawks will be on their 
flight south, and in past years we have had incredible aerial 
displays from migrating falcons. We will explore a variety 
of habitats, including freshwater pond, coniferous forest, 
and rocky shoreline. Seals can be seen from the island, and 
sighting a whale is always a possibility. We will stay at the 
charming Monhegan House in the heart of the village.
Fee includes round-trip van transportation from the sanctuary 
to Port Clyde, a one-hour ferry trip to and from the island, 
lodging (double occupancy), most meals, and field instruction. 
Single-room supplement $100. For an itinerary, call 978-887-
9264 or email ipswichriver@massaudubon.org. Please register 
at least six weeks in advance. Cancellations within 30 days of 
departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your 
space. 

Block Island Birding Weekend
Block Island, Rhode Island
Cosponsored by Mass Audubon South Shore Sanctuaries 

Dates: Friday, September 27–Sunday, September 29 (3 days)
Leaders:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist; 
 Susan MacCallum, South Shore Sanctuaries Director
Cost: $590 members, $660 nonmembers

Deposit:   $150 nonrefundable

Often overlooked, Block Island is a migration hot spot 
located approximately 12 miles off the Rhode Island coast, 
and a visit feels like traveling back in time. With nearly 
half of the island protected, the dramatic coastline, rolling 
hills, hidden kettle ponds, and salt marshes are a resting 
and feeding place for migrating songbirds, shorebirds, 
and ocean birds. We expect to see a variety of warblers, 
raptors, herons, and shorebirds as we explore this small, but 
beautiful, island.
Cost is based on double occupancy. Single-room supplement 
$145.  The fee includes all ground and boat transportation, 
interpretive materials, entrance fees, and lodging, unless 
otherwise noted.  Personal items and meals are not included. For 
more information, call 978-887-9264 or email 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org. Please register at least 
six weeks in advance. Cancellations made within 30 days of 
departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your 
space.

Birding New York’s Finger Lakes 
& Sapsucker Woods 
New York State
Cosponsored by Mass Audubon South Shore Sanctuaries

Dates:  Thursday, November 7–Sunday, November 10 (4 days)
Leaders:  Susan MacCallum, South Shore Sanctuaries Director; 
 Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher Naturalist 
Cost: $795 members, $860 nonmembers

Deposit:   $150 nonrefundable

Join us on a journey to the beautiful Finger Lakes of upstate 
New York and the capital of North American birding, the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology! We’ll stop at Skaneateles Lake 
and Cayuga Lake to scan for a great diversity of migrating 
waterfowl and other wetland birds. Then, as our trip 
highlight, we’ll explore the world-famous Sapsucker Woods 
and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, where our group will take 
a private, behind-the-scenes tour of the Macaulay Library. As 
our travels take us along the west side of Cayuga Lake, we’ll 
stop at the breathtaking Buttermilk Falls and Taughannock 
Falls state parks. The finale of our fun-filled weekend 
includes an extended look at the beautiful Montezuma 
National Wildlife Refuge and the Northern Montezuma 
Wildlife Management Area. Montezuma is a migratory 
stopover for Sandhill Cranes, Trumpeter and Tundra swans, 
Canvasbacks, Redheads, Pied-billed Grebes, thousands of 
Snow Geese, and more!
Cost is based on double occupancy. Single-room supplement 
$150. The fee includes round-trip van transportation, 
interpretive materials, entrance fees, and lodging, unless 
otherwise noted. Personal items and meals are not included. 
For more information or an itinerary, call 978-887-9264 or 
email ipswichriver@massaudubon.org. Please register at least 
six weeks in advance. Cancellations made within 30 days of 
departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your 
space.

©Melissa Vokey
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Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary
87 Perkins Row, Topsfield, MA 01983 
978-887-9264 Office / 978-887-0875 Fax 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org

One of Mass Audubon’s largest sanctuaries, Ipswich River 
offers nearly 2,000 acres of land and more than 12 miles 
of interconnecting trails that invite you to explore forests, 
meadows, and wetlands. Mowed fields provide habitat 
for American woodcocks and eastern bluebirds, while 
the floodplain forests are resting and nesting sites for 
warblers and vireos. Canoe along eight miles of the Ipswich 
River, which meanders through the sanctuary, and camp 
on Perkins Island, a half-mile up the river. Members can 
rent canoes from May 1 through October 31. Members can 
also rent a small cabin that is conveniently located close 
to the sanctuary’s program facilities and sleeps four. In 
spring, listen for the chorus of American toads and pickerel 
frogs. In various seasons, watch for river otters, painted 
turtles, and great blue herons. View an active beaver lodge 
in Rockery Pond. Climb the drumlin and esker, landscape 
features created by a glacier 15,000 years ago. In winter, 
sap buckets fill the sugar grove, marking the season of our 
maple sugaring programs. Huge rocks and exotic trees and 
shrubs that were part of a former arboretum provide an 
adventurous walk along the Rockery Trail.

Office & Gift Shop Hours 
May 1–October 31 
Tues–Fri: 9:00 am–4:00 pm
Sat, Sun, & Mon holidays: 9:00 am–5:00 pm 
November 1–April 30
Tues–Sun, & Mon holidays: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

Trail Hours 
Tues–Sun, & Mon holidays from dawn to dusk 

Admission 
Admission free for members
adults $6 nonmembers
children (ages 2–12) $4 nonmembers 
seniors $4 nonmembers

More to Explore
For information about Cedar Pond, Eastern Point, 
Marblehead Neck, and Nahant Thicket Wildlife 
Sanctuaries, contact Ipswich River Wildlife 
Sanctuary at 978-887-9264 or 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org.

For information about Rough Meadows Wildlife 
Sanctuary, contact Joppa Flats Education Center at 
978-462-9998 or
joppaflats@massaudubon.org.

Joppa Flats Education Center 
One Plum Island Turnpike, Newburyport, MA 01950
978-462-9998 Office / 978-462-4143 Fax
joppaflats@massaudubon.org

Joppa Flats Education Center is located at the gateway to
one of the country’s most productive year-round wildlife
viewing areas—the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge
and the Plum Island estuary. Highlights for visitors are the
many species of birds that utilize the area’s extensive salt
marshes, mudflats, rivers, bays, and coastal waters. During
local area field trips, Joppa Flats program participants 
have recorded more than 300 species of birds, including 
Bald Eagle, Snowy Owl, and many warblers, shorebirds, and 
waterfowl. The visitor center overlooking the Merrimack 
River includes includes a children’s education room, a 
summertime marine touch tank, a conference center, a 
nature shop, butterfly gardens, and interpretive displays.

Education Center Hours
Tues–Sun, & Mon holidays: 8:30 am–4:00 pm
Grounds: Open daily from dawn to dusk

Admission
Suggested donation: $2 for nonmembers

Endicott Wildlife Sanctuary
346 Grapevine Road, Wenham, MA 01984
978-927-1122 Office
endicott@massaudubon.org

This sanctuary comprises over 43 acres of mixed 
woodland, fields, and wetlands, and has a walking trail. 
Endicott offers a variety of volunteer opportunities and 
internships in education and ecological management. 
There are programs for teachers and students including
the Salt Marsh Science Project. Our programs for middle
and high school students focus on real science, with
real scientists and real issues. Coastal topics, invasive
species, and inquiry-based lessons are our specialty.
For more information about our school programs go to
massaudubon.org/endicott-school.

The Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary Nature Preschool
is located here. It offers programs for 3- to 5-year-olds in 
nature-based emergent curriculum, creative classrooms, 
outdoor play areas, and gardens.

Ipswich River Nature Preschool Office
Karen First, Preschool Director
978-237-0108
kfirst@massaudubon.org



REGISTRATION
Advance registration with full payment is required for all 
programs unless otherwise noted. You may call in advance 
to inquire about space availability, but we cannot hold a 
space for you until we have received your payment in full. 
Please register early as many programs fill quickly. If you 
are registering for a class and less than one week remains 
before the program begins, please call the sanctuary that 
is hosting the program to confirm space availability. If you 
are not a Mass Audubon member, you may join when you 
register and pay the member program fee.

THREE EASY WAYS TO REGISTER!

Online: Register online at massaudubon.org/catalog. 
(Please note: Some programs and trips do not take online 
registration. In these instances, please call the sanctuary 
that is hosting the program during business hours.)

By Phone: Our staff will be happy to complete your 
registration with credit card by phone.

In Person: Stop by the sanctuary that is hosting the 
program to register in person. (Please note: In-person 
registration should be done prior to the program start date 
to ensure space availability.)

REGISTRATION CONFIRMATION 

Written confirmation is not sent for every program. If 
you would like to receive written confirmation, please let 
the sanctuary that is hosting the program know at the 
time of registration. You will be notified if a program is 
full and you have been added to a waitlist. Please read all 
correspondence carefully as it may contain important 
program information, such as what to bring or wear,  
directions to a location, etc.

FILLED PROGRAMS/WAITLISTS

Most programs have minimum and maximum 
enrollments depending on the type of class and 
instructional techniques. Some programs have waitlists. 
If the program of your choice is full, you will be placed on 
a waitlist when there is one. If you do not wish to remain 
on the waitlist, please notify the wildlife sanctuary that is 
hosting the program and a refund will be issued. We will 
notify you at least 24 hours in advance of the program  
only if space becomes available. If space does not open up,  
you will receive a full refund within three weeks of the  
program date.

CANCELLATION/REFUND*
To receive a program refund if you no longer plan to attend, 
you must notify the sanctuary hosting the program at least 
one week prior to the first class. This policy does not apply 
to day camp programs or overnight trips. Each sanctuary 
reserves the right to change programs, schedules, and 
instructors or to cancel programs due to low enrollment. 
Please note that certain programs require a nonrefundable, 
nontransferable deposit. A full refund will be processed 
if the sanctuary cancels the program. Refunds require 
approximately three weeks for processing.

*For Joppa Flats’ program cancellation policy, please see details in 
the specific program’s online description and in your registration 
confirmation email.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

Most programs are held rain or shine; please dress 
accordingly. We will do our best to notify you if the class is 
canceled or postponed due to the weather. If the weather is 
questionable and you have not heard from us, please call 
the sanctuary.

For programs that list a rain/storm date, we recommend 
that you hold the alternate date open. Refunds will not be 
issued if the class is switched to its alternate date and you 
are not able to attend. If no rain date is listed, we may try 
to reschedule the class. In this case, refunds will be issued 
if you cannot attend on the rescheduled date. If the class 
cannot be rescheduled you will receive a refund.

QUESTIONS?
If you have additional questions about registration policies 
or a particular program, please call the sanctuary that is 
hosting the program.
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