
A Natural Devotion                           
Sylvia and Paul Guthrie have loved nature for as long as they 
can remember. 

Sylvia grew up in the heart of London, spending countless hours 
studying natural history and the writings of David Attenborough 
and Gerald Durrell. She fell in love with the diverse habitats of 
Massachusetts during trips to visit family as a teenager. Paul spent 
much of his childhood exploring the outdoors around his family’s 
home in west Texas. 

The Guthries joined Mass Audubon in 1991 after moving to 
Massachusetts when Paul accepted a lab manager position with the 
Urology Department of Children’s Hospital. Sylvia was working in 
social services when she saw an opening advertised for a grant writer 

position with Mass Audubon and decided to apply. Once hired, she was quickly promoted to Manager, then Director of 
Foundation and Government Support, where she devoted her writing expertise for close to 16 years.  

"It was a gift to come full circle back to nature, my first love, and to have it nurtured on a daily basis working with the 
sanctuary and department directors," Sylvia remarks. "It was a privilege to raise money for such a vital cause with 
which I felt so in tune."

Recently retired, Sylvia now volunteers several hours a week for the Wildlife Sanctuaries and Programs Division, 
supporting the sanctuary directors. Paul has volunteered as a photographer for Statewide Volunteer Day, and a few 
years ago they both had great fun as zombies for Drumlin Farm’s Tales of the Night event.  

In addition to regularly participating in Mass Audubon events and programs, the Guthries have created a lasting legacy 
as members of our Tern Society. "Sylvia and Paul’s passion for wildlife and Mass Audubon spans years," Director of 
Planned Giving, Jan Adams remarks. "As Terns, they are thoughtfully ensuring their support into the future by naming 
Mass Audubon as a beneficiary in their wills."

"As ‘Mass Audubon insiders’ we know how responsibly resources are employed within the organization," Sylvia and Paul 
remark. "Renowned for its credibility and impact, Mass Audubon is comprised of smart people doing amazing work. We 
can’t think of a better use of our estate than to continue supporting that work."

Paul and Sylvia Guthrie
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A Commitment to Conservation           
"It was love at first sight," Bob Outman-Conant reflects on first meeting his 
future life partner, Judy, at church.  

Connecting ALL people to nature is 
a strategic goal for Mass Audubon, 
and for me personally. 

This past spring with the help 
of the Mass Audubon Council 
and UMass Boston faculty 
member, Len Fishman, we took 
another step towards fulfilling 
that aspiration through a new 
partnership. Mass Audubon and 
UMass Boston—the only major 
majority minority academic 
institution in New England—will 
energize and support students of 
color in a wide variety of career 
pathways in the nonprofit, and 
especially environmental, field. 
Through internships, part-time 
jobs, and other experiences, 
UMass students will learn about 
possible future careers, enhance 
their educational experience, and 
develop their own professional 
networks. Through their work they 
will bring important insights and 
perspectives on how to grow our 
partnership and support Mass 
Audubon’s vision for connecting 
communities of color with the 
field of conservation. 

Ultimately, our aim is to diversify 
the talent pipeline and develop a 
new generation of environmental 
leaders. Interested in helping us? 
Email me at  
gclayton@massaudubon.org.

Kindly yours, 

Gary Clayton

President’s 
Update

Now in their 36th year of marriage, they 

recall from the outset of their relationship 

how they enjoyed countless hours sharing 

their love of nature through exploring 

Mass Audubon wildlife sanctuaries and 

other natural spaces.

Judy credits her mother, Alice, and 

grandmother, Kate, for taking her on 

childhood nature walks, including 

Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary, to teach 

her about natural history. Bob’s childhood 

in rural Vermont 

fostered in him 

a love for wild 

places. "We’re 

motivated by an 

understanding 

that human 

beings are 

part of the 

natural world," 

Bob and Judy 

express. "As we 

protect nature 

we enhance the 

quality of our lives."

Supporting Mass Audubon as members 

since 2001, the Outman-Conants elevated 

their support to the Leadership Friends 

level in 2017 after attending a Tidmarsh 

Campaign event introducing them to the 

efforts to convert a commercial cranberry 

bog in Plymouth to its original state as 

wetland habitat, and to establish the 

Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary as a living 

laboratory and outdoor classroom. On the 

ride home, Bob was inspired by Judy’s 

impassioned conviction to provide initial 

and ongoing support for the future wildlife 

sanctuary. "We’ve too often seen nature 

bulldozed for developments, wondering 

why the reverse were not more often true. 

This opportunity was provided for us to 

become involved in making this vision  

a reality."

One way Bob and Judy continue to explore 

wild spaces is through Mass Audubon’s 

Passport to Nature program. They’ve 

visited 18 wildlife sanctuaries, with plans 

for more. Due to a rare muscle disease 

that limits Judy’s mobility, they enjoy 

frequenting sanctuaries with universally 

designed All Persons Trails. "I sincerely 

appreciate all that Mass Audubon is doing 

to make their sanctuaries accessible," 

Judy says. "These efforts show all people 

that there is a 

place for them 

in nature." They 

especially enjoy 

the accessible 

programming 

offered at one 

of their favorite 

sites, North 

River Wildlife 

Sanctuary in 

Marshfield. 

"We appreciate 

the Birding by 

Van programs, 

as well as learning from the informative 

Dessert and Destination guest speaker 

presentations." 

South Shore Sanctuaries Director Sue 

MacCallum fondly adds, "Bob and Judy are 

a joy to have on these outings—bringing 

along their engaging smiles and genuine 

enthusiasm for all things ‘nature.’ It has 

been wonderful to see them become 

more engaged with the Mass Audubon 

community in various ways."

"I feel, and Judy does too, quite strongly 

that all of us have the responsibility to 

be good stewards of our planet and to 

respect all forms of life," Bob remarks. 

"Participating in Mass Audubon’s 

commitment to environmental education, 

advocacy, and land conservation makes it 

possible for us to do our part."

Judy and Bob Outman-Conant at one of their favorite sites, 
North River Wildlife Sanctuary in Marshfield.



You have the opportunity to choose a monthly payment 
amount that, cumulatively, will account for your annual 
Leadership Friend membership. Perhaps most importantly 
to some of you, you can designate your monthly gifts to  
any sanctuary or program—just as you do now with your 
annual gift.

This is an appealing and financially feasible way for people 
to participate in the Leadership Friends Program. For 
example, rather than paying an annual gift amount of $750, 
you can split your annual gift into 12 payments of $62.50—
and your membership will continue to renew automatically 

as long as you are enrolled in the program. This also  
means less paper used for reminder letters regarding an 
expiring membership.

Paperless, convenient, and secure, this option gives 
you flexibility and peace of mind in knowing that your 
membership is always current. To renew or upgrade your 
membership, visit www.massaudubon.org/LFSustainer. 

For more information, call Rick Arnaud, Director of 
Leadership Giving, at (781) 259-2149 or email at  
rarnaud@massaudubon.org.

Leadership Friends Sustainer Program

The Screech Owl         
 by Suzan Bellincampi

Sometimes when I find myself awake in the darkness of 
night, I revel that I am not alone. Screech owls keep those of 
us with insomnia company.   

These owls may or may not be considered good company. Owls have been the center of myth and lore throughout 

history. Early Romans believed that owls both caused evil and averted the wickedness that resulted. 

I consider myself lucky when I hear this nocturnal owl’s call.  

Screech owls are a small common owl that can be found in two color morphs, red and grey. Each phase roosts in 

different parts of a tree to keep itself camouflaged. The red phase is found in the outer foliage, while the grey is 

closer to the trunk.

Large insects, small mammals, and almost anything in between can be part of a screech owl’s diet. They cannot 

digest every last bit of prey, so regurgitate pellets with undigested bones and fur. These owls eat a quarter of 

their body weight in food per night!

Unlike the owl, a late night snack is not my priority. Perhaps I am thinking too much and that is the cause of 

my state of wakefulness. Henry David Thoreau also spent a few sleepless nights at Walden Pond thinking and 

listening to these denizens of the dark. He wrote, "I rejoice that there are owls. They represent the stark twilight 

and unsatisfied thoughts which all [men] have."

Suzan Bellincampi is Director of Mass Audubon’s Felix Neck Wildlife Sanctuary and writes the All Outdoors column for 
the Vineyard Gazette, from which this piece is excerpted. Her first book, Martha’s Vineyard: A Field Guide to Island 

Nature was named Best Book of New England by the Boston Globe in 2014. Her second book, The Nature of Martha’s 

Vineyard, will be published this fall. Both are available through Felix Neck Wildlife Sanctuary. 

If you enjoy writing about natural history, and would like to contribute to this column, please contact Sarah Arsenault 
at 781-259-2127 or sarsenault@massaudubon.org.

Screech Owl

The Sustainer Program is a fast, secure, green, and convenient way for anyone to become (or remain) a 
Leadership Friend by making monthly automatic contributions! 



  

Chorus pro Musica and Mass Audubon 
Collaboration

Forwarding Service requeSted

208 South Great Road, Lincoln, MA 01773

Love music and birds? Then you won’t want to miss the world-premiere of Audubon: A Multimedia Oratorio at the 
historic Jordan Hall in Boston on November 9, 2018 at 8 pm.

John James Audubon’s extraordinary story is brought to life in an original full-

length multimedia oratorio. Commissioned by Chorus pro Musica from 

acclaimed composer James Kallembach, it features a baritone soloist 

(Sumner Thompson), full orchestra, and stunning videographic images.

Kallembach uses Audubon’s own words to vividly depict the beauty, 

vastness and abundance of the North American frontier that he so loved—

and to express his prescient call to preserve that great natural heritage.

Videographer Kathy Wittman has been working closely with Kallembach to 

produce stunning visuals synced to the music and themes of the piece, to be 

projected live at the performance.

For tickets, please visit www.massaudubon.org/oratorio.

Leading the Way is a production of  
Mass Audubon’s Development 

Department.

For more information, contact  
Sarah Arsenault at  

sarsenault@massaudubon.org  
or 781.259.2127. 
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Thank you to all who were able to join us for this year’s Spring Garden Party on June 3 
in the backyard of Gordon Hall. We hope you enjoyed this year’s guest speaker, author 
and environmental activist Deborah Cramer. We hope to see more of you, our special 

supporters, next year. As always, thank you for your loyal support!

Spring Garden Party 2018 

Andy Falendar, Renata Pomponi, 
and Rand Wentworth

David and Julianne Mehegan Ann and Jared Chase


