
At Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, we understand the power of teaching science 
and environmental literacy to people of all ages. While our main classroom will 
always be the outdoors, we also need a dedicated indoor learning area. 

This Education Center Campaign, with a goal of $380,000, will provide that space 
and enhance our ability to develop the observation and investigative skills of 
students while strengthening their connection to nature.

Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary Education Center Campaign

An Environmental Education Mission

Our vision for environmental education 
focuses on providing opportunities for 
hands-on outdoor experiences and personal 
observation. We aim to build curiosity and 
knowledge, using science as the cornerstone 
for appreciating and understanding the 
natural world. We know that nature-based 
learning has a lasting impact, and we are 
passionate about developing thoughtful, 
conservation-minded citizens for the future.

Our Programs

In 2017, Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary programs reached nearly 14,000 school children. People 
also connect with our sanctuary through our camps, birthday parties, special events, and 
programs, including guided walks, nature art classes, and our Teen Conservation Club. Our team 
of educators uses each program to guide their participants to a better understanding of the 
relationships at work in nature. 

Today, the demand for our programs 
exceeds the capacity of our facilities. 

To maintain a high level of programmatic 
excellence and embrace our role as a 
premier environmental education facility 
on the North Shore, we need a dedicated 
indoor space for teaching and learning.

Imagine children 
viewing bluebirds 
through an observation 
window, microscopes set 
up for examining pond 
water, shelves filled 

with natural 
treasures, a 
tadpole tank in 
the corner...



The Ipswich River Education Center

The Ipswich River Education Center (IREC) will serve as the heart of our educational programming, 
providing a space for learning activities in coordination with field excursions, an inspirational 
place for learning and growth, and a collaborative hub for students. The IREC will also provide an 
opportunity to expand programming at community events such as the Audubon Nature Festival, 
which attracts over 1,200 people each year. Currently our highest priority, this project is essential 
to maintaining and expanding our reach.

Our Educators’ Place, built in 2015, was designed to connect to an indoor learning space. We 
have been using a three-season tent in this space that no longer meets our growing needs. A 
permanent Education Center will directly enhance our ability to deliver our science-based 
nature programs and to expand environmental literacy throughout the North Shore.

How You Can Help

Environmental education matters now more 
than ever! To build this Education Center, we 
need to raise $380,000 by June 2018—your 
support can help make this vision a reality!

Please consider making a gift today.

To learn more or make a gift, 
please contact: 
Carol Decker, Sanctuary Director 
(978) 887-9264 • cdecker@massaudubon.org

Or visit: 
massaudubon.org/irec

We envision a classroom overlooking our 
bird garden, complete with microscopes, 
tables, and seating for 20 people. The building 
will connect directly to our Educators’ Place, 
where teachers plan and prepare their 
curricula. Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary is a 
gem, and our goal is to share it with as many 
people as possible to spark and nurture a love 
of nature. 

The Ipswich River Education Center Campaign, 
with a goal of $380,000, will allow us to 
make this vision a reality.

PROJECT BUDGET

Building design + construction

Furniture + equipment

Rooftop solar array

Permanent IREC endowment

Associated project costs

Total cost

$ 270,000

$27,000

$23,000

$50,000

$10,000

$380,000
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