
A Longtime Mass Audubon Supporter                             
Esther Williams’s mother, Ruth Sears Chute, instilled a love of nature 
in her children. Esther and her siblings spent every summer on the 
Cohasset shore near the colonies of double-crested cormorants, herring 
gulls, and great black-backed gulls nesting on Brush Island, which 
is now listed as an Important Bird Area. On many Saturday mornings 
during the school year Esther’s mother would take her and her brother 
birding at Mass Audubon wildlife sanctuaries. 

"Early exposure to nature and having fun outdoors is very important," Esther 

states. "If you become interested in nature as a child, you want to keep learning 

as an adult." Esther became a Mass Audubon member in 1983 and a Leadership 

Friend in 1994, supporting general operations and The Belize Conservation 

Fund. She served on the Leadership Friends Advisory Committee, helping to 

initiate popular stewardship events such as our annual Winter Open House. Her 

brother, Dick Chute, is also a long-standing Leadership Friend, and is now an 

Honorary Board member and Council member.

Esther is a life-long birder. For many years she and Mass Audubon member Betsey Sweet birded in eastern Massachusetts, 

other states, and Central America. The two friends also completed the Birder’s Certificate Program in 2011, for which they 

conducted an independent study of double-crested cormorants on Brush Island. Their work appeared as a field note in the 

June 2012 issue of the journal Bird Observer.

She is proud of her achievement with fellow Mass Audubon members George and Nancy Bates. "Together, from 2001 to 2014, 

we visited all of the Mass Audubon and Trustees sites that were then open to the public. We’d sometimes see as many as 5 to 

7 places in one day. We had great fun!"

Esther has traveled often with Mass Audubon domestically and internationally. When asked to describe her favorite travel 

moments, she replies, "Every Mass Audubon trip has been great, and I can’t single out one above another. The leaders on every 

trip were outstanding. Everything was beautifully planned, and we saw wonderful things."

"I’ve had the pleasure of Esther’s company on various Mass Audubon departures including Baja, California, the Amazon 

Riverboat Cruise, and a Spitzbergen cruise," recalls Wayne Petersen, Director of Important Bird Areas. "Esther is truly 

remarkable in her even-keeled temperament and is always armed with insightful, on-point questions. She has an ageless 

enthusiasm for all things in the natural world. Mass Audubon is fortunate to have her support and commitment."

Esther Williams at Torrey Pines State Natural 
Reserve in La Jolla, CA
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A Life Devoted to Conservation           
It’s pure serendipity that Leadership Friend Dave Weaver’s introduction to 
Mass Audubon’s Joppa Flats Education Center was a few months before 
they opened their doors to the Newburyport community in April 2003. 

Mass Audubon was founded in 1896 
by two women who were strong 
and intrepid advocates for wildlife 
conservation. Our commitment to 
environmental advocacy continues 
and is especially crucial in light 
of the changes in environmental 
policy currently demonstrated in 
Washington DC. Our approach is 
full-time and three-fold: 

1. We’re working with the    
Massachusetts Congressional 
Delegation to uphold the 
achievements we’ve made over the 
last five decades with bipartisan 
support on Capitol Hill.

2. We’re stepping-up our efforts 
at the state and local levels of 
government on subjects such as 
climate change.

3. We continue to promote a 
strong conservation agenda in our 
nation’s capitol with a focus on 
species protection and land and 
water conservation.

This is often accomplished in 
partnership with other nonprofit 
conservation organizations and 
with the support of dedicated 
and loyal members like you. Our 
founders would expect nothing 
less! Visit www.massaudubon.org/
advocacy-news to sign up for our 
weekly advocacy updates and learn 
what you can do to help.

Yours, 

Gary Clayton

President’s 
Update

"Dave was among our first volunteers," 

recalls Development Director Melissa 

Vokey. "He now has well over 5,000 

volunteer hours with duties ranging from 

birding and trip leader, to fundraising, 

education, events, and more."

Dave’s love for the natural world took 

seed as a child, hearing the song of the 

wood thrush on his walks to school. 

Boy Scout adventures in environmental 

education led him to a PhD in wildlife 

biology, followed by 20 years as a natural 

resources 

manager in 

Minnesota 

where he 

restored 

native prairie, 

wetlands, and 

the trumpeter 

swan. He then 

spent 12 years 

with the US Fish 

and Wildlife 

Service in 

Washington, DC, 

as Grants Administrator for the North 

American Wetlands Conservation Fund. 

Upon his retirement in 2002, Dave began 

volunteering as one of Joppa Flats’s 

Wednesday Morning Birding leaders, and 

continues to co-lead the group to this 

day. He has also led and co-led numerous 

Joppa Flats’s domestic trips. One of his 

fondest memories on a Mass Audubon 

trip was in a western Minnesota prairie 

just before dawn as the prairie came to 

life. "To hear western meadowlarks and 

clay-colored and grasshopper sparrows 

singing their hearts out," Dave recalls. "To 

see marbled godwits in flight and calling 

along with upland sandpipers—well, it 

was very special!"

Among Dave’s most notable 

contributions is his 4-year streak as one 

of Joppa Flats’s top three fundraisers 

for Bird-a-thon, Mass Audubon’s largest 

annual fundraiser. Each May, teams 

representing wildlife sanctuaries and 

programs across the state compete to 

identify the most species of birds in a 

24-hour period. When asked about his 

tactics in fundraising, Dave offers, "I 

appeal to friends and also ask if they 

have acquaintances who might support 

conservation. Over the years you build 

up a cadre of donors. I’ll begin with an 

email, and follow-

up if I haven’t had 

a response. The key 

is to make that first 

‘ask.’ From there on 

it gets easier."

It helps that Dave 

is highly regarded 

by those who know 

him. Melissa fondly 

states, "Dave has a 

powerfully effective 

way of sharing his 

knowledge—with 

patience, kindness, modesty, and truly 

individualized attention. His enthusiasm 

is infectious and effective."

"If we don’t protect our environment, 

who will?" Dave asks. "I enjoy making 

people aware of the need to conserve 

our natural resources. Birds act as a 

barometer concerning the health of our 

environment. If bird populations are 

healthy, our environment is healthy, and 

we are healthy. It stands to reason—we’re 

just a part of the total picture."

Thank you, Dave, for seeing the bigger 

picture, and for all the ways you  

support Mass Audubon and educate  

your community. 

To learn more about the health of our bird 
populations, access our 2017 State of the 
Birds report www.massaudubon.org/sotb.

Dave Weaver’s Bird-a-thon Team (L to R): Jonathan 
Brooks, Barbara Guay, Peter Brown, Candy Martinez, 

Meghan McGrail Holmes, Dave Weaver



As a Mass Audubon Board member, and 

sanctuary advisor to Allens Pond Wildlife 

Sanctuary in Dartmouth, Malcolm worked 

to secure the sanctuary’s financial 

stability—helping to grow Allens Pond from 

70 acres to more than 600.

For 14 years, he donned the hat of "Chief 

Duck" for the annual Allens Pond Duck 

Derby, claiming credit for selling nearly 

half of the first-prize tickets, and securing 

many of the awards including sponsors 

of the grand prize: dinner for two anywhere in 

the world.

We express our sincere appreciation for 

Malcolm’s commitment, vision, powers of 

persuasion, and friendship, and for all that 

he’s done to make Dartmouth more special 

for its protected landscapes, its centers of 

environmental learning, and its beautiful 

trails and vistas. Malcolm was a true  

example of the power each individual has to 

make a difference.

Remembering Malcolm W. Johnston

Malcolm W. Johnston in front of 
Allens Pond’s Duck Derby ducks

The Wren in Winter         
 by John Hanson Mitchell

Last winter I was sitting on a dry bank above Beaver Brook 
in Littleton, Massachusetts when I heard a series of cheeps 
emanating from a brushy tangle on my left. The calls were 
followed by a sprightly series of high-pitched tinkling, followed by 
an even higher staccato chattering.  

I knew this call, or thought I did: it was the song of a winter wren, one of 

the most complex of bird songs. Ornithologists have taped the songs 

and then slowed the recording down. What they heard, amidst the usual chattering and piccolo trills, was a 

series of transitional notes that were beyond the range of human hearing. Not only that, it turns out the wrens 

have a repertoire that is unique to each individual bird.

 All very interesting, but this happened to be January, not a season conducive to bird song and Beaver Brook is 

north of the birds’ normal winter range. The song was perhaps the call of the golden-crowned kinglet, which is 

around these parts in winter. 

Then, on the heels of this thought, it struck me that it was near the date of a celebration in the British Isles 

known as Wren Day. On the given day, "wrenboys" would set out to hunt the lanes and hedgerows to catch wrens, 

which they would then tie to poles, declaring the wren "The King of the Birds," and march through the village 

singing a traditional "wrensong" and soliciting donations. 

The celebration died out in the mid-twentieth century, concurrently with development of the radio, and later the 

television. As far as the wren is concerned this was probably a good thing, with current-day adaptations of the 

event including the use of a fake wren. Traditions of this sort did, however, have the effect of connecting people to 

nature and the lives of local plants and animals—something we could certainly use more of in our time.

This piece by author John Hanson Mitchell is adapted from the book he is currently writing, titled Legends of the 
Common Stream. If you are proficient in writing and natural history, and would like to be considered for contribution 
to this column, please contact Sarah Arsenault at 781-259-2127 or sarsenault@massaudubon.org.

Singing Winter Wren

A true nature hero, Mr. Malcolm W. Johnston, passed in October 2017. Malcolm is remembered for his devotion 
to conservation. 
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Welcoming New Board Members

z     You’re invited!                   z
Mass Audubon Special Supporters Art Exhibition 

Inspired by Nature
April 2018 

Opening and Closing Receptions 
Sunday, April 8, 2018, from 3-5 pm 

Thursday, April 26, 2018, from 6-8 pm

Habitat Education Center and Wildlife Sanctuary 
10 Juniper Road 

Belmont, MA 02478

Artwork by Mass Audubon Leadership Friends, Terns, Governance, and Life Members 
will be displayed at the Habitat Education Center and Wildlife Sanctuary from April 1 

to April 30. Mark your calendar now!

RSVP for exhibit receptions by emailing sarsenault@massaudubon.org or call  
Sarah Arsenault at 781-259-2127.

Forwarding Service requeSted

208 South Great Road, Lincoln, MA 01773

We thank Ginger Lawrence and Bill Madar for their devoted service as they finish their terms on our Board of 
Directors. Each served 9 years on the Board, generously supporting the organization with their time and many 
talents. We’re happy to welcome our new Board members:

Andrew Falender, a member since 1985 
and Council member since 2012, is retired 
after 23 years as CEO of the Appalachian 
Mountain Club and serves on the Climate 
Change and Policy Committee.

Tracey Bolotnick, a member since 2008 
and Council member since 2015, is 
an attorney at Hurwit and Associates 
specializing in nonprofit law. She also 
serves on the Philanthropy Committee.

Delphine Zurkiya, a member since 2015 and 
Council member since 2016, is a partner at 
McKinsey & Company. She also serves on 
the Marketing Committee.

Randolph Wentworth was president of the 
Land Trust Alliance from 2002-2016. He 
serves as the Louis Bacon Senior Fellow in 
Environmental Leadership and as faculty 
for the Senior Executive Fellows at Harvard 
Kennedy School.


