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Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus) 
 This is one of the two goose species nesting in Svalbard.  Unlike the Barnacle 

 Goose,  this species tends to nest on open tundra, or else on the grassy slopes 

 below steep seabird cliffs.  Several small flocks seen, but no nests or broods 

 observed. 

Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) 
 A cliff-nesting goose whose principal breeding grounds are in Greenland, a flock of 50+  

 including a number of goslings, was one of the avian highlights of the trip. 

Brant (Brent) (Branta bernicla) 
 A single individual seen with a flock of molting Barnacle Geese was the only one 

 seen for the trip. 

Common Eider (Somateria mollissima) 
Modest numbers of eiders, including several broods of young were seen in the shallows 

around several of the islands or in nearby fjords. 

King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) 
Several seen in flight while observing a Polar Bear from the zodiacs, and two females 

observed in Longyearbyen. 

Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis)      
 A pair observed at close range in a small tundra lake along with a Red-throated Loon. 

Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) 
 One well observed at close range on a small tundra lake and several others noted 

  in flight.  
Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) 

The most frequently observed seabird seen following the ship virtually throughout 

the cruise.  Most of the fulmars seen were morph individuals, the expected color 

form at high latitudes such as Svalbard. 

Leach’s Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma leucorhoa) 
While several small breeding colonies exist along the north coast o Norway, this 

bird was significantly farther north than expected and at 79 degrees North 

latitude may have been a first record for the archipelago. 

Common Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) 
 Two seen at the dock in Longyearbyen as we prepared to board the ship. 

Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritima) 
 A few of these high Arctic nesting shorebirds were seen during several shore landings 

 along with the discovery of two nests and the accompanying distraction display 

 exhibited by the adults. 

Red (Grey) Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) 



 Small numbers were seen at the Bear Islands where the stunning, russet-colored 

 females were observed spinning and dipping for food in shallow areas near the 

 shorelines. 

 

Sabine’s Gull (Xema sabini) 
 Several of these striking gulls were seen while we were cruising, however none 

 were observed from shore.  This is a relatively unusual breeding bird in Svalbard.  

Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) 
Small numbers of Glaucous Gulls were seen nearly every day, including downy chicks 

near nests at several locations. 

Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) 
Tremendous numbers of this abundant gull were seen, both at breeding colonies and 

feeding in front of several tidewater glaciers. 

Ivory Gull (Pagophila eburnea) 
One of the signature species of the high Arctic, small numbers of these spectacularly 

beautiful gulls were seen on several occasions, especially when we were watching Polar 

Bears since there is a regular association between these two species when bears make a 

kill. 

Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) 
Varying numbers of these remarkable, globe-trotting travelers were encountered 

practically every day.  We also saw them nesting and several nests were discreetly 

observed. 

Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus) 
The largest of the jaeger species, several were seen at sea by a few vigilant observers. 

Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus) 
 The most common jaeger observed during the trip, including several wonderful studies as 

 birds aggressively stole fish from hard-working kittiwakes and Arctic Terns. 

Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) 
 Two Long-tails were seen on one of the Bear Islands by one of the hiking groups.  This is 

 a relatively rare breeder in Svalbard due to the absence of lemmings and voles, the 

 species’ preferred food when nesting. 

Great Skua (Stercorarius skua) 
 Several great looks at these spectacular predatory “bullies,” including a pair creating 

 mayhem at the tern colony on one of the Bear Island. 

Thick-billed Murre (Brunnich’s Guillemot) (Uria lomvia) 
Along with the Dovekie, this was unequivocally the most abundant alcid at Svalbard.  

Massive numbers were seen at breeding colonies and at sea. 

Black Guillemot (Cepphus grylle) 
 Good numbers of these handsome alcids with the bright red feet were seen virtually 

 everyday, both coming and going to nests on the islands and also at sea. 

Dovekie (Little Auk) (Alle alle) 
Along with the Ivory Gull, Polar Bear, and Walrus the Dovekie is a true High Arctic 

species found nowhere else for much of the year.  We were fortunate to see so many so 

very well. 



Atlantic Puffin (Fratercula arctica) 
 Always a favorite, we had a number of good viewing opportunities, including while 

 visiting one of their breeding colonies early in the trip. 

Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) 
 One found near a Dovekie colony was rare for Svalbard, where there may be 

  fewer than 20 previous records. 

Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) Small numbers seen and heard singing 

at several landing sites on different islands. 
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Walrus (Odobenus rosmarus) 
 Several good size groups observed at beach haul out sites, as well as splendid views in 

 the water during zodiac cruises. 

Bearded Seal (Erignathus barbatus) 
 Several brief views of these large seals hauled out on ice flows, close enough to clearly 

 see the long “whiskers” that give this species its name.  After the Walrus, this is the 

 largest seal in Svalbard, and second only to the Ringed Seal as the preferred food of 

  Polar Bears. 

Harp Seal (Pagophilus groenlandicus) 
 Good numbers of these active and gregarious seals noted by passengers who spent 

 much time on the bridge. 

Minke Whale (Balaenoptera physalus) 
 One or two Minkes were seen briefly by a few vigilant travelers including one seen 

 several times at fairly close range. 

Fin Whale (Balaenoptera physalus) 
 A single individual seen well during the first evening of the trip and within the 

 first hour of our departure from Longyearbyen was the only sighting of the trip. 

Humpback Whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) 
 A single individual observed shortly before the only Fin Whale of the trip was the 

 only sighting of this species as well. 

Polar Bear (Ursus maritimus) 
A minimum of nine different “Ice Bears” was seen during the cruise, including 

spectacular studies at relatively close range while traveling in the zodiacs.  Most notable 

was the sighting of a female leading her cub into the ocean in an effort to avoid a 

confrontation with another bear on a small island.  Unquestionably the Icon of the 

Arctic! 

Arctic Fox (Alopex lagopus) 
 A single Arctic Fox seen actively attempting to capture a Barnacle Goose gosling was a 

 most dramatic sighting.  Many travelers were not sorry to see the fox go hungry. 

Spitsbergen Reindeer (Rangifer tarandus) 



 Small numbers of this short-legged and pale subspecies were seen on several islands, and 

 large numbers of bones and skeletons at several localities suggested that Polar 

 Bear predation might be considerable at some locations and at certain times of year. 

 

 

 


