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An Inspirational Bond                             
 Matt Templeton developed an appreciation for the outdoors in his 

college years and joined Mass Audubon in 2008. In 2010, he met Jessica 
‘Leaf’ Roy. For their second date, he invited her to Drumlin Farm Wildlife 
Sanctuary. "I specifically asked her to join me to pet some cows," he 
recalls as he looks at Leaf. "Drumlin was ‘us’," Leaf responds. "Relaxed, 
being in nature. It holds a lot of memories."

The couple wed in 2013 and had their engagement photos taken at Drumlin Farm. 

Matt and Leaf encouraged their wedding guests to consider supporting Mass 

Audubon, or other conservation organizations, instead of buying wedding gifts—

and quite a few did. Matt and Leaf migrated from membership to the Leadership 

Friends Program that same year, shortly after attending a hawkwatch  with Blue 

Hills Trailside Museum Director Norman Smith, because they strongly believe in 

Mass Audubon’s work in educating our next generation of nature leaders through camps and school programs. 

Leaf’s love of nature and science is rooted in her childhood and family. Her mother, Caroline Roy, was an elementary school 

teacher who also loved science and the outdoors. This past spring, Matt and Leaf made a generous gift to the Tidmarsh 

Wildlife Sanctuary Campaign after attending a Leadership Friends tour of the property. "Mass Audubon’s restoration of 

this habitat, while educating young people through science and technology in partnership with Living Observatory and MIT 

Media Labs, reminded me of my mom," Leaf says. "This was a way to honor her passion for science, the environment, and 

education." 

The couple attends many Leadership Friends gatherings and has participated in our Statewide Volunteer Days. They 

also support Mass Audubon’s general operating fund. Having worked for a non-profit, Matt understands the budgetary 

challenges, "It’s important to raise funds earmarked for specific initiatives, but it’s a tougher sell to fundraise for general 

operating needs," Matt explains. "I’ve learned through experience that it’s very helpful to give non-profits that flexibility." 

Matt and Leaf, thank you for your insight, for your personal time, and your heartfelt support of Mass Audubon’s mission. We 

are grateful for your love of nature, and we especially hold dear the role you’ve granted us in your story.

Matt Templeton and Leaf Roy engagement 
photo at Drumlin Farm Wildlife Sanctuary
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Living with Purpose           
Jim McGuinness is driven by a sense of purpose. He joined Mass Audubon in 
1988, the year after he graduated college, because he wanted to contribute 
to causes he cared about at an early stage in his professional life.

You may have noticed recent 
changes on our website, in 
sanctuary catalogs, and other 
Mass Audubon communications. 
Indeed, our look has evolved. Most 
notably, the images we’re using 
feature more people connecting 
with the natural world. 

Our emerging theme, to 
inspire generations of nature 
heroes to protect the nature of 
Massachusetts, will bring our 
mission to life by sharing stories 
about the people at its very core, 
including our generous supporters. 
Whether a child falling in love with 
nature or an adult monitoring an 
endangered species, we each have 
a role in protecting our precious 
natural environment. We want 
to celebrate nature heroes of all 
backgrounds in all they do to 
realize this mission.

We’re also reaching out to 
communities with advertising 
across Massachusetts. From MBTA 
trains and storefronts in Boston 
to newspapers and digital ads 
across the state, we welcome new 
constituents and engage with 
them in meaningful ways in order 
to enlist new nature heroes in 
protecting our environment. 

Happy Fall,

Gary Clayton

President’s 
Update

In 2015, he began supporting Mass 

Audubon’s Boston Nature Center (BNC) 

as a member of our Leadership Friends 

Sustainer Program, an automatic 

monthly payment option. His giving is 

also doubled through a company match. 

He believes in nature conservation and 

supports instilling in our youth a love 

and curiosity for the natural world. "Mass 

Audubon is improving the quality of life 

for everyone," Jim remarks. "It’s critical to 

educate our citizens, especially the next 

generation. The 

BNC benefits the 

community by 

bringing nature 

education to 

urban children, 

providing 

opportunities 

that they may 

not otherwise 

experience."

Jim and his four 

siblings grew up 

in West Roxbury. Their father enjoyed 

taking them camping, boating, fishing, 

and swimming. He remembers his first 

childhood book was on birding, and 

credits his mother and grandmother 

for nurturing his love of birds. He has 

fond memories of childhood summers 

in Green Harbor and visits to the urban 

wild lands of Forest Hills Cemetery 

near his grandparents’ home. As a 

father, he enjoys taking his twin sons 

on biking, skiing, and backpacking 

trips. His son Tom is pursuing a degree 

in environmental science and just 

finished his first season as a BNC 

camp counselor. Ryan has been active 

with Youth Enrichment Services and is 

pursuing an engineering degree like  

his father.

 Although humble in talking about his 

own contributions, Jim is grateful to 

those around him for their dedication to 

Mass Audubon’s mission. When asked 

about his experience as a member of 

both the BNC Sanctuary Committee and 

Planning and Development Committee, 

he replies, "I love it. These committees 

have a great diversity of people. We have 

members involved in beekeeping and the 

Boston Food Forest. There is a passion 

for our summer camps, preschool, and 

public programs 

serving our 

community. The 

meetings are 

well-structured 

and focused. I 

can’t say enough 

about how much 

we get done."

BNC Development 

Director Kelly 

Gallagher says 

of Jim, "He 

is thoughtful, creative, charismatic, 

and inquisitive. He truly cares about 

strengthening our organization and is 

committed to nature-based education. 

I appreciate his help with our Bird 

Hop, Circle of Friends, and Rockin’ with 

Raptors events. He’s eager to offer advice 

and participate in both a hands-on and a 

strategic way."

Anne and Peter Brooke Director Julie 

Brandlen adds, "Jim is committed and 

engaged—in addition to his involvement 

with these committees, he attends 

Leadership Friends and community 

events to represent the BNC. He’s spent a 

lot of time getting to know the sanctuary, 

helping us behind the scenes. We owe 

Jim a debt of gratitude." 

Some members of the BNC Planning and Development 
Committee: Cathy Campbell, Martha Heath,  

Jim McGuinness, Maria Higgins



A Visit to the  
British Birdfair         
by Sue Sloan

Priscilla Hele passed 
away in 2013; however, 
her love of nature 
lives on at Wachusett 
Meadow Wildlife 
Sanctuary where her 
roots were deep. When 
she retired from her 
career as a physician 
and research scientist 

at UMass Medical School, Priscilla joined the sanctuary as 
a Natural History Guide. "Ponding" was her favorite activity, 
and with her extensive knowledge and sense of humor, 
she inspired children to explore and discover the many 
unnoticed plants and animals living around them. 

Assistant Sanctuary Director Cindy Dunn notes Priscilla only 
stopped teaching when her balance became unpredictable, 
"She worried that seeing her trip, take flight, and land 
unceremoniously might be ‘unsettling to the little ones’."

In addition to her gift of time and teaching, Priscilla planned 
a bequest for Wachusett Meadow in her will: $270,000 left  
in her estate for the Wachusett Meadow endowment. 
Priscilla’s gift provides essential support in perpetuity for 
Wachusett Meadow programs and advances her and Mass 
Audubon’s commitment to connect people to nature for the 
benefit of all. 

For more information on bequests, please contact Director 
of Planned Giving Jan Adams, janadams@massaudubon.org 
or 781-259-2111. 

"Like all great travelers, I have seen more than I remember, and I remember 
more than I have seen." – Benjamin Disraeli 

During the third week of August, I was lucky enough to attend the annual 
British Birdwatching Fair (Birdfair) in England. It is a massive three-day 
event held under tents in Rutland Water about 100 miles north of London. 
Its purpose is to raise money for international bird conservation with each 
year featuring a different species or habitat in a different country. Since its 
founding in 1989, it has raised more than £4 million pounds (roughly $5.5 
million USD).  

The Birdfair is now a magnet for birders, tour operators, and other vendors from all over the world. Optics 
companies are well represented, and there are booths selling hats, rain gear, boots, and pants—birding pants 
may be identified by their numerous pockets. Products that prevent birders from being attacked by insects, 
snakes, and other living hazards are also on offer. This year there were at least six companies promoting field 
guides, including many new publications. 

There were over 450 companies, countries, conservation organizations (e.g., Save the Cranes) and lodges 
represented at the Birdfair. 

Because I travel widely to see birds and other wildlife, I find the lodges and tour companies most appealing. Many 
lodge owners, especially those in wilderness areas, are very much in-tune with the local environment and tend to 
be in the vanguard of conservation, where protection goes hand-in-hand with profits.  

This year I had the honor of helping to organize and set up the Mongolian booth, the first time Mongolia has been 
represented at the fair. It is a beautiful country that I have visited many times, mostly with the Mass Audubon 
travel program, and I hope that one year it can be the recipient of the Birdfair’s contribution to  
bird conservation. 

Sue Sloan is a Mass Audubon Life Member and long-standing Leadership Friend.  
If you are proficient in writing and natural history, and would like to be considered for contribution to this column, 
please contact Sarah Arsenault at 781-259-2127 or sarsenault@massaudubon.org.

Remembering Priscilla Hele

Mongolian Booth at the British Birdfair

Priscilla Hele with a summer camp child 
at Wachusett Meadow Wildlife Sanctuary
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Tanglewood Takes Flight a Great Success 

z Announcing a Call for Art      z
Mass Audubon Special Supporters Art Exhibit 

Inspired by Nature 

April 2018 

Habitat Education Center and Wildlife Sanctuary, Belmont, MA 

Are you an artist? Are you inspired by nature? 

We invite all Mass Audubon Leadership Friends, Terns, Life Members, and 
Governance Members to submit their original artwork to be considered 

for display at a special exhibition in April 2018 at Mass Audubon’s Habitat 
Education Center and Wildlife Sanctuary in Belmont. 

Click here for submission guidelines. To submit artwork or if you have any 
questions, please click here or call Henrietta Yelle at 781-259-2131.

Our wildly successful Tanglewood Takes Flight events, July 27-30, comprised four days of expert-led bird walks along with 
concerts by Tanglewood Music Center Fellows playing from Messiaen’s Catalogue of Birds. The bird walks and recitals at 

Pleasant Valley Wildlife Sanctuary far exceeded our expectations drawing over 600 participants. Our 5:30 a.m. Thursday 
bird walk drew a crowd of almost 90, followed by a standing-room-only recital with noted pianist, Pierre-Laurent Aimard. 

Not even a steady rain Thursday afternoon dampened the enthusiasm of those birding with our bird leaders on the 
Tanglewood campus. Plans for another collaboration with the BSO and Tanglewood will be discussed later this year.

Seranak Estate Reception Recital at Pleasant Valley Wildlife Sanctuary Bird Walk at Pleasant Valley Wildlife Sanctuary
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