
Please call Felix Neck (508-627-4850) to sign up for all surveys except Rapid Assessment 
 
Tashmoo DMF Surveys:  15 day and 15 night surveys are conducted using the Division of Marine 
Fisheries (DMF) protocol. Surveys are conducted for three days in a row, at high tides, during the 
full and new moons of April, May, and June. Surveys start between 8:00 – 12:00 am and pm. The 
dates and exact survey times are on the back of this sheet. Only 1 person in the group needs 
waders for a Tashmoo survey. 

Sengekontacket Nest Surveys:  15 surveys are conducted to count horseshoe crab nests on 
Sengekontacket Pond, at 8am on the mornings after each DMF survey date in the lunar cycle.  
Numbers of nests give a sense of the numbers of crabs that spawned during the previous night's 
high tide. Any stretch of the beach can be walked, but the most heavily nested sections are at the 
northern and especially the southern ends of the pond-side beach. No waders required. Sneakers 
are fine unless one walks to the stretch of beach delineated for the DMF survey; the stream that 
has to be crossed is sometimes several inches deep even at low tide. 
 
Rapid Assessment Surveys: No sign-up required.  This option is for people who want to walk any MV 
beach during the spawning season and count any crabs or nests they happen to see.  The Rapid 
Assessment form includes instructions and a tally sheet. Data can be collected anytime from 
late April to early July, when crabs are seen spawning. Horseshoe crabs spawn at high tide 
(especially at night) on sheltered, gently-sloping beaches not exposed to surf or much wave 
action. Suggested survey locations are the Katama Bay side of Norton Point Beach, the Lobster 
Hatchery beach on the Vineyard Haven side of the Lagoon, and at Red Beach 
(Aquinnah/Menemsha Pond).  We encourage anyone who wants to take a walk and look for crabs 
to record the numbers on this sheet for our MV records. *Please, no walking on private property 
without permission.  

 We're also especially interested in having people do Rapid Assessment Surveys at Red Beach in 
Menemsha and Sengekontacket during the week between the moon weeks.  Lots of tracks and 
dozens of nests have been seen on the DMF survey stretch of the beach during a week between 
surveys.  The nice thing about surveying during the "between weeks" is that the evening high 
tides (when most crabs on MV spawn) are much earlier in the evening than during the moon 
week.  And if the tide is lower, there is a wide beach that can have lots of easy-to-see nests and 
horseshoe crab tracks.  We think crabs may be spawning here at mid-tide times, too. 
 


