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Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary

Carol Decker, Sanctuary Director, ext. 7701
Sue Baeslack, Education & Volunteer Coordinator, ext. 7707
Julie Bouchard, Accounting/Payroll Assistant, ext. 7713
Cori Brauer, Education Coordinator, ext. 7704
Jean Bruns, Development Assistant, ext. 7710
laura Coulbourn, Administrative Assistant, ext. 7702
Kim loGrasso, Youth Education Manager, ext. 7706
Stina MacDougall, Office Manager/School Programs 
Administrator, ext. 7705
Stephanie Majeau, Education Coordinator, ext. 7712
Scott Santino, Teacher-Naturalist/Camp Director, ext. 7709
rebecca Spencer, Administrative Assistant, ext. 7711
Angela Walsh, Administrative Assistant, ext. 7703 
Bill Whiting, Property Worker
richard Wolniewicz, Property Manager, ext. 7708

Joppa Flats Education Center

David Moon, Sanctuary Director, ext. 6801
Jude Griffin, Administrative Assistant, ext. 6806
lisa Hutchings, School & Youth Education Coordinator, ext. 6804
David larson, Science & Education Coordinator, ext. 6802
Kirsten lindquist, Camp Director & Youth Education 
Coordinator, ext. 6805
Melissa Vokey, Administrative Coordinator & Development 
Director, ext. 6803
Weekend Staff: Meg de Give and Alison O’Hare

Endicott Wildlife Sanctuary

robert Buchsbaum, Regional Scientist, ext. 2703
liz Duff, Education Coordinator, ext. 2701
Karen First, Preschool Director, 978-237-0108 
Chris leahy, Betrand Chair Emeritus, ext. 2702

ipswich river Wildlife Sanctuary
87 Perkins Row | Topsfield
978-887-9264 Office
978-887-0875 Fax
ipswichriver@
massaudubon.org

Joppa Flats Education Center 
One Plum Island Tpke | Newburyport
978-462-9998 Office
978-462-4143 Fax
joppaflats@massaudubon.org

Endicott Wildlife Sanctuary
346 Grapevine Road | Wenham
978-927-1122 Office
978-922-8487 Fax
endicott@massaudubon.org 
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These sites produce and purchase green electricity

IpswIch RIveR NatuRe Day camps
Have Fun in Nature this Summer!  

for children ages 4–14 
Three convenient locations: 

 Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield 
The Church of St. Andrew, Marblehead 

Essex County Greenbelt’s Cox Reservation, Essex

For a camp brochure visit  
massaudubon.org/ipswichrivercamp or call  

978-887-9264. Online registration opens January 1.

  1  Joppa Flats, Newburyport
  2  Rough Meadows, Rowley

  3  ipswich river, Topsfield
    4  Endicott, Wenham
  5  Eastern Point, Gloucester

  6  Marblehead Neck, Marblehead

  7  Nahant Thicket, Nahant
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IpswIch RIveR NatuRe Day camps
Have Fun in Nature this Summer!  

for children ages 4–14 
Three convenient locations: 

 Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield 
The Church of St. Andrew, Marblehead 

Essex County Greenbelt’s Cox Reservation, Essex

For a camp brochure visit  
massaudubon.org/ipswichrivercamp or call  

978-887-9264. Online registration opens January 1.

ExplorE thE outdoors at 

Joppa Flats summeR camp!
Creative and fun nature day camps for children ages 6–13

Five-day camp sessions with excursions to varied  
habitats by motor, foot, and boat

For a camp brochure, visit 
massaudubon.org/joppaflatscamp or call Joppa Flats 
Camp Director and Youth Education Coordinator Kirsten 

Lindquist at 978-462-9998. Registration opens early January.

MEEt Backyard Birds: 
Bird rEsEarch dEMonstrations

Scheduled dates in December through February

Drop in at Joppa Flats for scientific research and an 
up-close winter wildlife experience!

Watch us band the birds we find in our backyard and see if 
they’re the same birds you find in your backyard!

Free  for all ages  no preregistration required  see our 
website for dates and times!
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Ipswich River
Wildlife Sanctuary
massaudubon.org/ipswichriver

For more than 60 years, Ipswich River naturalists have 
provided education programs in our large red barn and, 
more recently, in the redesigned Nature Center. Our 
programs have grown exponentially and we are now 
providing environmental education programs to more than 
14,000 students throughout the school year. We have over 
30 part-time teachers who engage children in nature-based 
educational programs that build environmental literacy. Our 
public programs include weekday multi-session programs 
for backpack babies, toddlers, and 4- and 5-year-olds, as 
well as adult and family weekday and weekend programs.

As we reach out to engage new audiences, such as our 
multi-session Homeschool and Teen Conservation groups, 
we find our current indoor space inadequate to meet our 
program needs—especially in fall, winter, and early spring, 
when weather is an issue. Education is the foundation of 
environmental literacy and we know the power and far-
reaching impact of teaching science, especially when it is 
hands-on in nature. 

To meet this program need, we are embarking on a capital 
campaign to build a year-round classroom that will support 
the high level of programmatic excellence we strive to 
deliver. The classroom will be constructed on the unfinished 
outside wall of the Educator’s Place, where our teachers 
store program materials and prepare for classes.  

The classroom will have folding tables on the sides to 
accommodate microscopes, lab desks, stools, an accessible 
bathroom, and utility sink. A stairway will lead to storage 
space overhead. Students entering the classroom can use 
the walkway by the bird garden, having easy access to view 
backyard birds up close. This is an exciting new project for 
the sanctuary and we would love your involvement. If you 
can pledge or make a gift, please contact me at 
cdecker@massaudubon.org or 978-887-9264, ext. 7701.

The winter season is full of fun and learning at the sanctuary 
with many new programs to get you and your family enjoying 
the outdoors. We hope to see you at the sanctuary.

Carol J. Decker, Sanctuary Director

Director’s Letter

87 Perkins Row
Topsfield, MA 01983
978-887-9264
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org
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North Shore / ipswich river / Notes & AnnouncementsN o t e s  &  A n n o u n c e m e n t s

Day Camp 2018
DAy CAMp BrOCHurE
Our 2018 day camp brochure will be posted on our website 
in early January for you to download: 
massaudubon.org/ipswichrivercamp. We’ll send out 
a special e-news alert when the brochure is available. If 
you are not already on our e-news list, you may sign up 
at massaudubon.org/ipswichriver. The brochure will be 
mailed to members on the North Shore in late January. If you 
are not on our mailing list and would like us to mail you a 
copy, please give us a call.

DAy CAMp SCHOlArSHipS
Thank you to all who have contributed so generously to 
our day camp scholarship fund. We were able to award 
full or partial scholarships to nine children in 2017. Please 
help build our fund for our 2018 day camp season with a 
generous donation.

CAMp STAFF NEEDED
We have job opportunities for people interested in working 
with children this summer as camp counselors. We offer 
competitive salaries and training at Mass Audubon’s Camp 
Field School. Call the office for job descriptions or visit the 
website at massaudubon.org/jobs.

SEASONAl rEMiNDErS
Cross-Country Skiing
Limited cross-country skiing is permitted on the sanctuary. In 
order to promote a safe and enjoyable experience, we ask that 
you comply with the posted rules and regulations. For your 
safety, please register in the office upon arrival and sign out 
when you leave. Skiers must be off the trails by 3:30 pm.

limited parking on Sugaring Weekends
Please note that on sugaring weekends (February 17 & 
March 3–24) parking at the sanctuary may be limited to 
those who are registered for sugaring tours.

STAy iN TOuCH WiTH ipSWiCH riVEr
Subscribe to Ipswich River Meanderings
Stay up-to-date on sanctuary happenings by subscribing to 
our monthly e-newsletter, Ipswich River Meanderings. Visit our 
website to subscribe.

Visit Our Website
Go to massaudubon.org/ipswichriver for program listings, 
special events, and news; download school, scout, birthday 
party, and day camp brochures; and much more.

Find us on facebook.com/massaudubonipswichriver.

Volunteer Opportunities
For details on the following volunteer opportunities, go to 
massaudubon.org/volunteer or contact Sue Baeslack at 
978-887-9264, ext. 7707 or sbaeslack@massaudubon.org. 
Minimum age for volunteers is 14.

SuGAriNG WEEKENDS (MArCH 3–24)
We need tour guides, bakers, soup makers, and people to 
help with parking, food sales, and more.

EASTErN pOiNT SHOrE ClEANup
Saturday, April 21 / 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Help us collect debris washed into the cove at Eastern Point 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Gloucester.

WOrK FOr WilDliFE STATEWiDE 
VOluNTEEr DAy
Saturday, April 28 / 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Go to massaudubon.org/workforwildlife for project 
descriptions and to sign up (or call the sanctuary). Project 
descriptions will be posted on the website by mid-March.

GArDENErS
Our gardening group meets on Tuesday mornings April–
October to maintain our butterfly and bird gardens. Learn 
organic gardening methods with native plants.

2018 Bird-a-thon
Friday and Saturday, May 11 and 12

Help the sanctuary raise money 
to support our conservation and 
education programs while having 
a good time birding. 

You’ll need a birding partner to 
participate (or we may be able to 
find you one) and the fundraising 
part is fun and easy.

The innermost House
A small cabin known as the Innermost House is available 
year-round to Mass Audubon members for $45 per night. 
It has bunk beds and a single bed (maximum of 4 people) 
and a woodstove. You’re close to the public restrooms, but 
far enough off the beaten path to feel all alone. For details 
go to massaudubon.org/innermosthouse. Please call the 
sanctuary to reserve your stay.

 
Note: This sanctuary has accessible features
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North Shore / ipswich river / Adults

Eagles & Owls
Newburyport/Salisbury Area

Date:  Sunday, January 7 / 8:00 am–12:00 pm
 Snow date: Sunday, January 14
leaders:  Warren Tatro and Mike Baird, Birder-Naturalists
Date: Sunday, February 11 / 8:00 am–12:00 pm
 Snow date: Sunday, February 18
leaders:  Warren Tatro and Kirk Elwell, Birder-Naturalists

Cost:  $25 members, $30 nonmembers, per trip

Bald eagles are often seen along the Merrimack River in 
winter, attracted to the feeding opportunities in open water. 
We will travel along the river in Newburyport to search for 
and observe eagles in adult and juvenile plumage, and 
then visit Salisbury Beach State Reservation or the Parker 
River National Wildlife Refuge on Plum Island to look for 
owls. Possibilities include snowy, short-eared, and saw-
whet owls. We may visit other locations if time permits. Van 
transportation is provided.

Meets in Newburyport. Directions will be sent. Dress in layers and 
wear warm waterproof boots. Bring binoculars, a spotting scope if 
you have one, field guides, snacks, and water. Limited to 11 per trip. 

Sketching Winter with Watercolors
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date: Saturday, January 20 / 12:00–4:00 pm
leader:  Sandy McDermott, Artist, Natural Science Illustrator, and  
 Teacher

Cost:  $45 members, $54 nonmembers

Mood and texture can be hard to capture with watercolors. 
Winter offers a wonderful opportunity to explore these two 
topics without the elevated sensory distractions of colors, 
scents, and wildlife activity during the other seasons in 
New England. In this four-hour workshop we will cover some 
of the basics of brush work and pigment mixing as well 
as paper choices. Our subjects will be snow, tree trunks, 
branches, winter weeds, sky, and other things found right 
outside the Barn. Come prepared for ‘‘purposeful play’’!

Meets in the Barn. A list of equipment to bring will be sent.

Mammals in Watercolor
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield 

Date:  Saturday, January 27 / 9:00 am–12:00 pm
leader:  Brenda Sloane, Watercolor Artist and Instructor

Cost:  $30 members, $36 nonmembers

Weather permitting, we’ll take a quick walk around the 
sanctuary to seek out mammals that are active this time 
of year. We’ll look for deer, beavers, weasels, squirrels, 
and more. Then, we’ll return to the Barn to learn different 
watercolor painting techniques. Finally, we’ll put brush to 
paper and create watercolor paintings of a mammal of our 
choice, using photographs or mammal mounts for subjects. 

This program is appropriate for beginners as well as more advanced 
artists. Meets in the Barn. All materials will be provided.

Wingmasters 
presents: 
North American 
Birds of prey
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Topsfield

Sunday, January 21 / 11:00 am–12:15 pm

Come see live birds of prey up close in this 
presentation that will introduce you to the different 
types of raptors including eagles, hawks, falcons,  
and owls. Advance registration is a must for this  
very popular program. 

See page 12 for full description
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Forest Bathing Walks
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Dates: Saturday, January 27 / 1:30–3:30 pm
 Saturday, April 28 / 1:30–3:30 pm
leader:  Stephanie Majeau, Ipswich River Education Coordinator

Cost:  $15 members, $18 nonmembers, per class

The practice of shinrin yoku (literally ‘‘forest bathing’’) 
was developed in Japan to promote physical and mental 
health through deep immersion of the senses in forested 
landscapes. Reconnect with the sights, sounds, smells, 
and textures of nature while engaging in a gentle, quiet 
trail walk, guided meditations, breathing exercises, and 
mindfulness practices. We’ll complete our walks with time 
for reflection and a relaxing cup of tea.

Meets in the Nature Center. Please dress warmly. Stephanie Majeau is a 
Zen practitioner affiliated with the Zen Center North Shore in Beverly.

Wolf Moon Hike
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Wednesday, January 31 / 7:00–9:00 pm
leader:  Stephanie Majeau, Ipswich River Education Coordinator

Cost: $15 members, $18 nonmembers

Reconnect with nature by taking an exhilarating walk under 
the full Wolf Moon. We’ll look for wildlife and discuss how 
plants and animals survive the winter. January is also when 
great horned owl calls echo through the woodlands.

Meets in the Barn. Please dress warmly.

Owls in the Van
Essex County

Date:  Thursday, February 1 / 4:45–9:30 pm
leaders:  Carol Decker, Ipswich River Sanctuary Director; 
 Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist

Cost:  $29 members, $35 nonmembers

Join us for an evening adventure in search of owls. During 
the winter, owls vocalize as they seek out nesting sites with 
prospective mates. We will begin our evening early, traveling 
to a salt marsh in search of short-eared owls and possibly 
an early great horned owl. We will stop for a bite to eat and 
then continue to other locations known for resident owls. 
We will call and listen for eastern screech-owls, barred owls, 
saw-whet owls, or great horned owls while we study the 
habitats favored by these birds.

Meets at Ipswich River for van transportation. Dress warmly and 
bring meal money for our sandwich stop.

Ocean State Birding 
Coastal Rhode Island 

Date:  Saturday, February 3 / 7:00 am–6:00 pm 
leader:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist
Cost:  $75 members, $90 nonmembers

With 40 miles of coastline, Rhode Island is a wonderful 
winter birding location. We’ll spend a majority of our time 
in the Middletown, Newport, and Jamestown areas enjoying 
the beauty of scoters, mergansers, eiders, and harlequins, 
and spotting possible rarities including Barrow’s goldeneyes 
and king eiders. Highlighted locations include Sachuest 
Point National Wildlife Refuge, Beavertail State Park, and 
Trustom National Wildlife Refuge. Enjoy a fun birdwatching 
experience without the hassle of a long drive home.

Meets at Ipswich River for van transportation. Dress for the weather 
and bring a snack, water, binoculars, spotting scope if you have 
one, field guide to birds, and lunch money.

Wolf Moon Celebration 
with Mill river Winery
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:    Friday, February 2 / 7:00–9:00 pm
leaders:   Ipswich River Staff; 
   Representatives from Mill River Winery 

Cost:    $35 members, $38 nonmembers

In early February the Wolf Moon shines in the sky, thought 
to be named by Native American tribes after hearing 
wolves howling searching for prey on cold winter nights. 
Celebrate this time of year with an evening woodland walk 
led by sanctuary naturalists. No wolves linger in these 
woods, but we may hear coyotes, great horned owls, or the 
crackling of wetland ice. Back at the Barn, we’ll warm up by 
the fire and savor tastings of wines by Mill River Winery 
of Rowley, along with appetizers. You’ll receive a tasting 
flight of four wines and a glass of Mill River Wine. 

Meets in the Barn. Dress warmly and wear sturdy footwear for our 
hike. Participants must be at least 21 years old.
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Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/ipswichriver / 978-887-9264
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Tracking predators on Averill’s island
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Sunday, February 4 / 12:30–4:30 pm
leader:  Bob Metcalfe, Naturalist with New England Discovery  
 and Maine Guide

Cost:  $34 members, $40 nonmembers

What is life like for a predator in winter? In this exploration 
of Averill’s Island, we’ll look for the tracks of a predator to 
follow. By tracking a coyote, fox, fisher, or weasel, we can 
learn about its life and behavior. We’ll meet in the Barn to go 
over some basics of tracking and then head out to explore.

Meets in the Barn. Walking will be off trail, so wear insulated boots 
and warm clothing. Bring snowshoes if conditions warrant (we 
have some to lend if needed; please let us know in advance).

Birding Cape Ann’s Coastal Coves
Cape Ann (Gloucester and Rockport)

Date:  Friday, February 9 / 8:00 am–3:00 pm
leader:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist

Cost:  $40 members, $48 nonmembers

The coastline of Gloucester and Rockport is outstanding 
for winter birdwatching. Visitors who do not know Cape Ann 
well can have a tough time navigating the many side streets 
to find specialty birds such as a Barrow’s goldeneye or king 
eider. Leave the driving to us and enjoy a day along the 
scenic coast. See a diversity of sea ducks, grebes, and loons, 
as well as alcids like black guillemots, razorbills, murres, and 
dovekies. A midday stop at a coffee shop will warm us up.

Meets at Ipswich River for van transportation. Dress for the weather 
and bring a lunch, water, binoculars, a spotting scope if you have 
one, and a field guide to birds.

rose Alchemy: Apothecary, 
perfumery, & Culinary roses
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, February 10 / 10:00 am–12:00 pm
leader:  Rebecca Spencer, Ipswich River Field Teacher, Herbalist,  
 and Certified Flower Essence Practitioner
Cost:  $25 members, $30 nonmembers
 materials fee $25

Roses have been used for centuries for their healing 
qualities. Discover the many ways roses can be used—
apothecary, perfumery, and culinary. We will make rose 
products to take home, just in time for Valentine’s Day!

Meets in the Barn. An equipment list will be sent. Please pay the 
class fee to Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, and pay the $25 
materials fee to the instructor at the class. 

Birding for Beginners
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, February 10 / 1:30–3:30 pm
leader:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist

Cost:  $14 members, $16 nonmembers

According to a survey by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
more than 47 million Americans report that they watch 
birds. In the next 50 years, birding will grow at a faster rate 
than the U.S. population. We’ll discuss how to choose the 
right binoculars and what to look for in a field guide, and 
then head outside and learn what to look and listen for to 
help identify these beautiful creatures. 

Meets in the Nature Center. Dress for the weather and bring 
binoculars (we will have some on hand as well).

The Natural History of Owls
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Friday, February 16 / 7:00–9:00 pm
leader:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist

Cost:  $15 members, $18 nonmembers

Owls, with their haunting hoots and cries and humanlike 
eyes, have been woven into folklore and legend since 
ancient times. Even today, because of their mostly nocturnal 
habits, owls are a fascinating, somewhat elusive group 
of birds to study. Come learn about the natural history of 
the owl species that occur in Massachusetts. Following an 
indoor presentation, we will take a walk to listen for a great 
horned owl and try to summon up barred owls and eastern 
screech-owls.

Meets in the Nature Center. Please dress warmly.

Surviving Winter: 
plant & Animal Adaptation Hike
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, February 17 / 10:00 am–12:00 pm
leader:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist

Cost:  $15 members, $18 nonmembers

Hike the sanctuary trails and look for signs of life. Plants 
and animals have evolved amazing survival strategies to 
cope with freezing temperatures. Stop to identify mammal 
tracks in the snow, watch birds puff up their down feathers 
for insulation, and marvel over tree buds. If conditions 
allow, bring snowshoes (or borrow a pair of ours) for this 
exhilarating walk.

Meets in the Nature Center. Please dress warmly. 
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Where the Wild Things Are: 
A Wall Basket Workshop
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, February 24 / 9:30 am–4:30 pm
leader:  Dianne Stanton, Master Basket Maker
Cost:  $55 members, $65 nonmembers

 materials fee $60

This basket begins with a plain woven base of pre-cut 
black ash spokes. Students will weave with elm bark and 
Japanese cane around the base to create the sides. You 
can accent your basket with one or two rows of twining 
made from yucca. When the weaving is complete, choose 
either a rhododendron branch or a pre-carved hardwood 
handle to attach to the top of your basket. To complete 
this wild basket, elm bark is used for the inner and outer 
rims. Lashing can be either Japanese cane or elm bark. 
Preparation and harvest of the elm bark will be discussed. 
The finished basket measures 8 inches wide by 8 inches 
high by 4 inches deep. This basket is appropriate for all 
levels of weaving experience.

Meets in the Barn. A list of equipment to bring will be sent. Please 
pay the class fee to Ipswich River. Bring to class a check for $60 to 
cover the cost of materials, payable to Dianne Stanton.

Tri-State Winter Birding: 
Coastal Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, & Maine 
Coastal Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine

Date:  Friday, March 16 / 8:00 am–3:00 pm
leader:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist

Cost:  $40 members, $48 nonmembers

Seabirds abound along the New England coastline in winter. 
The birding will begin at Salisbury Beach State Reservation 
in Massachusetts to scan the salt marsh and Merrimack 
River for waterfowl, songbirds, and raptors. In New 
Hampshire, Seabrook Harbor and Hampton Beach host a 
variety of ducks, gulls, and the occasional snowy owl. Finally, 
the Kittery coastline in Maine is peppered with a number 
of boat landings and coves where we should find more 
beautiful ducks, loons, and grebes.  

Meets at Ipswich River for van transportation. Dress for the weather 
and bring a lunch, water, binoculars, a spotting scope if you have 
one, and a field guide to birds. 

Spring Birding at ipswich river
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Sunday, March 25 / 7:30–10:30 am
leader:  Warren Tatro, Birder-Naturalist

Cost:  $12 members, $14 nonmembers 

Join us for an early-spring bird walk on the sanctuary. We’ll 
look for late-winter visitors such as pine siskins, American 
tree sparrows, and perhaps a saw-whet owl, along with early-
spring arrivals including blackbirds, American woodcocks, 
phoebes, bluebirds, wood ducks, fox sparrows, and more.

Meets in front of the Nature Center. Dress for the weather, bring 
binoculars, or borrow ours (please request when registering).

A Taste of Spring 
with Alfalfa Farm Winery
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Friday, April 6 / 7:00–9:00 pm
leaders: Ipswich River Staff; 
 Alfalfa Farm Winery Representatives

Cost:  $35 members, $38 nonmembers

As winter gives way from its icy temperatures, the forest 
comes alive with a symphony for the senses. Celebrate the 
warmer weather with an evening woodland walk. We’ll train 
our ears for the sounds of spring peepers and wood frogs, 
and perhaps be treated to the calls of an uncommon bird, 
the American woodcock. Return to the sanctuary barn for a 
tasting of selected wines crafted by our neighbors at Alfalfa 
Farm Winery, accompanied by appetizers. Alfalfa Farm 
Winery is located in Topsfield, where the family-owned-
and-operated winery has produced several award-winning, 
handcrafted artisan wines. You’ll receive a tasting flight of 
four wines and a glass of Alfalfa Farm wine to finish. 

Meets in the Barn. Dress warmly and wear sturdy footwear for our 
hike. Participants must be at least 21 years old.

Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/ipswichriver / 978-887-9264

 p American woodcock
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Stargazing: 
The Deep Sky of Spring
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield
Saturday, April 7 / 7:30–9:00 pm

Learn about the many deep sky objects of the spring 
constellations then, weather permitting, step outside to 
view a sampling of them through a reflector telescope. 

Please see the full program description on page 15

landscaping with 
Native Trees & Shrubs
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, April 7 / 9:00–11:00 am
leader:  Catherine Carney-Feldman, Master Gardener and   
 Accredited Organic Land Care Professional

Cost:  $20 members, $24 nonmembers

Learn about the importance of native trees and shrubs in 
sustaining insects and animals by providing food and shelter. 
Discover their connection and dependence with soil micro-
organisms. Basic techniques for planting will be discussed; 
you’ll receive lists of native species that best sustain wildlife. 

Meets in the Barn.

Vernal pool Exploration
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, April 7 / 1:30–3:30 pm
leader:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist

Cost:  $15 members, $18 nonmembers

It’s spring; the plants and animals in woodlands and 
wetlands are starting to wake up. As the ground thaws 
and the snow and ice melt, an incredible migration to little 
woodland hollows called vernal pools takes place. We’ll 
walk to these special wetlands and look for wood frogs and 
salamanders that use the pools to reproduce. Visiting an 
active vernal pool can be an amazing eye-opening experience.

Meets in the Nature Center. Please dress for the weather.

Attracting Butterflies & 
Hummingbirds to your landscape
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, April 14 / 9:00–11:00 am
leader:  Catherine Carney-Feldman, Master Gardener and   
 Accredited Organic Land Care Professional
Cost:  $20 members, $24 nonmembers

This comprehensive class, based on organic, sustainable 
and environmentally sound principles, will provide the 

information you need to design your own butterfly garden 
and attract hummingbirds. Learn how to enrich and support 
your environment by using native plants and why they 
are necessary to a vital and healthy landscape as well as 
sustaining native insect, bird, and animal species. Learn 
about the life cycles of butterflies and hummingbirds, what 
specific host and nectar plants are necessary to attract 
them, and the importance of trumpet-shaped flowers. Lists 
of native flowers, shrubs, and trees that sustain butterflies 
and hummingbirds will be provided, as well as a list of 
butterflies that live in Massachusetts and their host plants. 

Meets in the Barn.

Spring Birds of Bolton Flats 
Bolton Flats Wildlife Management Area, Worcester County

Date:  Friday, April 20 / 7:00 am–3:00 pm
leader:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist
Cost:  $40 members, $48 nonmembers

Bolton Flats is a birdwatcher’s hot spot located in the 
Worcester County towns of Bolton and Lancaster. The 923-
acre property contains extensive floodplains of the Nashua 
and Still Rivers. Each spring, the swelling rivers create 
wetlands that attract waterfowl, waders, and shorebirds. We 
will also visit the Pine Hill Road grasslands, which host a 
variety of sparrows and early-spring warblers. 

Meets at Ipswich River for van transportation. Dress for the weather 
and bring a lunch, water, binoculars, spotting scope if you have one, 
and a field guide to birds.

Follow the path Basket Workshop
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, April 21 / 9:30 am–4:30 pm
leader:  Dianne Stanton, Master Basket Maker
Cost:  $55 members, $65 nonmembers

 materials fee $58

After completing a simple plaited base, students will learn 
how to weave a basket with their hands, eyes, and mind. 
Weavers will be space-dyed flat oval with a correction/
mistake in each row that makes a path from the bottom to 
the top of the basket. The top of your basket will be finished 
with three different versions of lattice and sandwich rims 
and adorned with stone or glass beads. The finished basket 
measures 8 inches in diameter by 10 inches high. This class 
is appropriate for all levels of weaving experience. 

Meets in the Barn. A list of equipment to bring will be sent. Please 
pay the class fee to Ipswich River. Bring to class a check for $58 to 
cover the cost of materials, payable to Dianne Stanton.

North Shore / ipswich river / Adults
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Spring Birds of plum island
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newburyport

Date:  Sunday, April 22 / 7:00–11:00 am
leaders:  Warren Tatro and Mike Baird, Birder-Naturalists

Cost:  $18 members, $22 nonmembers

Join us before the big spring migration gets underway at the 
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge. It’s a great time of year 
to sharpen your bird identification skills because there are 
fewer species around to confuse us! All levels of experience 
are welcome, but this walk will be especially geared toward 
beginning birders.

Meets in Newburyport. Directions will be sent. If you would like 
to take the van from Ipswich River, please let us know when you 
register (an earlier departure time will apply). Bring binoculars and 
dress for the weather.

Nibbling on Natives in your 
Backyard & Beyond
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield
Cosponsor: New England Wild Flower Society (NEWFS)

Date:  Wednesday, April 25 / 7:00–9:00 pm
leader:  Russ Cohen, Author of Wild Plants I Have Known.. .and Eaten
Cost:  $20 members*, $24 nonmembers

There’s an increasing interest among homeowners to utilize 
more native species in their landscaping to attract and 
sustain beneficial insects and pollinators and provide food 
and shelter for birds and other animals. Perhaps knowing 
that many native species are edible by people, too, will 
provide additional incentive to add native species to your 
yard. Join Russ Cohen for a 90-minute slide show featuring 
native edible wild plants suitable for your own landscape, or 
for nibbling on as you encounter them in other locales. Russ 
will supply helpful handouts as well as bring along samples 
for tasting of foraged goodies made from edible native 
species.

Meets in the Barn. *Members of either Mass Audubon or NEWFS 
pay the member fee. If you are a member of NEWFS but not Mass 
Audubon, please call our office to register. 

Cedar pond Spring Bird Walk
Cedar Pond Wildlife Sanctuary, Wenham

Date:  Thursday, April 26 / 8:00–10:30 am
leader:  Carol Decker, Ipswich River Sanctuary Director

Cost:  $12 members, $14 nonmembers

Walk through Cedar Pond Wildlife Sanctuary, with its variety 
of wetland and woodland habitats. Look for wood-warblers 
returning from their southern wintering habitats, along with 
all the bird species that are singing and staking out territory 
this time of year. We will listen for song, discuss behavior, and 
if you’re new, give tips on locating birds with your binoculars.

Meets at Cedar Pond Wildlife Sanctuary in Wenham. Directions will be 
sent. Let us know beforehand if you need to borrow binoculars.

Create a Colonial Door yard Garden 
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, April 28 / 10:00 am–12:00 pm
leader:  Rebecca Spencer, Ipswich River Field Teacher, Herbalist,  
 and Certified Flower Essence Practitioner
Cost:  $25 members, $30 nonmembers

 materials fee $25

Herb gardening is a rewarding activity, steeped in lore 
and history. Design and start from seed a beginner’s 
herb garden. We will base our design on the colonial herb 
garden that was common in every colonial door yard. The 
garden will provide medicinal uses, dyes, and flavor to the 
household. 

Meets in the Barn. A list of equipment to bring will be sent. Pay 
the class fee to Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, and pay the $25 
materials fee to the instructor on the day of the class. 

landscape Collage Workshop
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Sunday, April 29 / 9:00 am–12:00 pm
leader:  Gloria Vachino, Paper Artist and Art Instructor
Cost:  $30 members, $36 nonmembers

 materials fee $15

Learn how to create a nature scene by pasting papers of 
varying colors, patterns, and textures onto a surface. Discover 
how fragments of handmade papers transform themselves 
into shrubs, reeds, rocks, mountains, trees, and ponds. First, 
we’ll take a short walk to gather inspiration for our collages. 
Then, you’ll create a collage that can be matted and framed. 

No experience required. All materials will be provided. Participants 
are encouraged to bring a camera for inspiration. If the weather is 
inclement, magazines/books will be provided for inspiration. Meets 
in the Barn. Dress for the weather since we will go outside for a 
portion of the class, weather permitting. Pay the class fee to Ipswich 
River,  and pay the materials fee to the instructor at the class.

North Shore / ipswich river / Adults

 p Breathtaking marshy grassland landscape ©Eric Todd
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Sugaring–Off Tours
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Dates: Saturdays & Sundays, March 3 & 4; March 10 & 11; 
 March 17 & 18  
Times: 10:30 am, 12:30 pm, 2:30 pm
Ages:  Adults and families with children of all ages
leaders:  Ipswich River Staff and Volunteers
Cost:  adults $10 members, $11 nonmembers 

 children ages 3 and up* $8 members, $9 nonmembers 

Spring celebrations begin early at the sanctuary with the 
age-old tradition of maple sugaring. The warm days of late 
winter awaken sap flow in the maples, causing buds to swell 
and resulting in sweet-smelling billowing clouds of steam 
rising from the sugarhouse. Learn how to identify a sugar 
maple, observe tapping and sap collection methods, watch 
the sap being boiled in the sugarhouse, and get a sweet 
taste of the final product. Afterward, warm up in the Barn 
by the woodstove, where hot beverages, hot dogs cooked in 
maple sap, and delicious soups and desserts made by our 
volunteers are available for purchase. Visit our gift shop to 
browse a selection of maple products, and be sure to bring 
home a bottle of our own freshly made maple syrup. Tours 
last about an hour and run in all weather. 

Dress warmly and wear warm waterproof boots; the walk is outdoors. 
*Children under 3 are free and should be in a backpack.

Spring Flapjack Fling 
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date: Saturday, March 24
Ages:  Adults and families with children of all ages

Breakfast & Tour 
Times:  8:15 am, 9:15 am, 10:15 am, 11:15 am, 12:15 pm
Cost: adults $17 members and nonmembers
 children* $14 members and nonmembers 
 *Babies on laps are free

Sugaring Tour Only
Times: 9:00 am, 10:00 am, 11:00 am, 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm
Cost:  adults $10 members, $11 nonmembers, per tour

 children ages 3 & up $8 members, $9 nonmembers, per tour

Join us as we wrap up our sugaring season with our Spring 
Flapjack Fling. Bring your family and friends for this special 
breakfast and enjoy the fruit (OK, sap!) of our labor and our 
maple trees on some delicious pancakes. Flapjacks with 
our own syrup, along with fruit, orange juice, coffee, tea, and 
milk, are on the menu. The breakfast seating is 45 minutes, 
followed by an hour-long sugaring tour to see and learn 
about the transformation of sap to syrup.  

North Shore / ipswich river / Adults

Sugaring Celebrations
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SCHOOl TOurS
We offer school sugaring tours Tuesdays–Fridays, 
February 13–16 and February 27–March 16. Complete 
information on these programs can be found in our 
school brochure. Download it from our website or call our 
office to request a copy.

SCOuT SuGAriNG JAMBOrEE
Saturday, February 17 / 1:00–4:00 pm
$12 per person (free for children under 2)

Bring your troop or the whole family 
to meet our maple trees, tour the 
sugarhouse, try our sweet syrup, 
and participate in winter games and 
activities. Each child will then get 
a special maple sugaring badge! 
Advance registration is required. For 
more information or to sign up for 
the Jamboree call 978-887-9264.

CrEATE SWEET MEMOriES
rENT A SuGAr MAplE BuCKET 
Saturday, February 24 / 10:00 am–12:00 pm
Cost: $75

Start a new tradition by renting your own sugaring 
bucket for yourself, your family, or as the perfect 
gift. Join our sugaring experts for a two-hour 
interactive program and experience this lovely New 
England tradition. Practice tree identification and 
take a short hike to tap your own tree and listen to 
the first sap of the season drip into your bucket. 
Visit our steamy sugarhouse to see the sap boiled 
down into syrup. Enjoy a sampling of pancakes 
straight off the grill topped with our fresh maple 
syrup. Your bucket rental includes: 

 two-hour hands-on opportunity to tap a sugar maple
 8-ounce bottle of IRWS syrup at season’s end
 certificate of rental, attractively printed and 
suitable for gift giving.

 Please call to request your rental before February 24.



Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/ipswichriver / 978-887-9264
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Discovering Nature through 
Story, Music, & Art (Series)
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Dates:  Fridays, January 12, 19, 26; February 2 / 10:00–11:30 am
Ages:  Children ages 3–6 with an adult
leader:  Kathy Dunfee, Ipswich River Field Teacher

Cost:  adult/child pair* $60 members, $72 nonmembers 

Explore the wonders of winter in the ‘‘enchanted woods’’ of 
the sanctuary in this four-session series. We’ll begin indoors 
with story, poetry, and imagination. Next, we’ll bundle up 
for a winter walk to awaken our sense of wonder to the 
silence, scents, and scenery of the winter woods. Along the 
way, discover how the trees, plants, birds, beavers, squirrels, 
chipmunks, and other wildlife spend the winter. We’ll 
look for animal stories in the snow (tracking) and much 
more. After our walks, we’ll create artwork that reflects the 
wonders of winter that we discovered.

January 12: Birds
January 19: Tracking 
January 26: Hibernation
February 2: Groundhog Day 

Meets in the Nature Center. Please come dressed for an outdoor 
walk. *Additional siblings (ages 3–6) pay half the listed fee. Please 
call our office if you wish to register more than one child. 

Sense of Wonder Walks
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Dates:  Sundays, January 14; February 11; March 18; April 29 /  
 1:30–3:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 3 and up
leader:  Rita Gallant, Ipswich River Field Teacher
Cost: adults $8 members, $10 nonmembers, per walk 

 children $7 members, $8 nonmembers, per walk

There’s a lot going on in the natural world in winter, so 
bundle up the family and join us for one or more of these 
winter explorations. Each walk will begin with a short 
introduction indoors, and then we’ll go outside for a walk.

January 14: Winter Bird Hike
Venture along our trails in search of birds that overwinter 
in our area, including chickadees, nuthatches, and juncos. 
Bring a treat for the birds (nuts, fruit, seedpods, etc.) and we 
will decorate a tree for them. Bring binoculars (we will also 
have loaner binoculars available).

February 11: it’s Nice under the ice
The winter pond looks deserted. Where did the turtles, frogs, 
and insects go? Learn about the amazing adaptations these 
animals have developed to survive winter, and some cool 
things about ice. We will walk around Waterfowl Pond to see 
who is active and who has gone into hibernation. On our 
return, we’ll warm up with a cup of hot chocolate.

March 18: Animal Architects
Hike to Rockery Pond to observe a beaver lodge. Then as 
a group, we will attempt to build our own lodge. Along the 
way, we will investigate other animal homes including bird 
and squirrel nests, chipmunk holes, and tree cavities, and 
discover who made them and how.

April 29: Wild Animal Babies
Warmer weather means a busy time, not only for people, but 
also for wildlife. Many animals give birth to their babies in 
the spring. How do their parents care for their young? We 
will look for signs of animal parents and their offspring, nest 
building, and new burrows. 

Meets in the Nature Center. Please dress warmly since most of our 
time will be spent outdoors.
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Wingmasters presents: 
North American Birds of prey
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date: Sunday, January 21 / 11:00 am–12:15 pm
Ages:  Adults and families with children ages 5 and up
leaders:  Jim Parks and Julie Anne Collier, Wingmasters
Cost: adults $12 members, $14 nonmembers 
 children $10 members, $12 nonmembers 

See live birds of prey up close at this presentation that 
will introduce you to different types of raptors, including 
eagles, hawks, falcons, and owls. We’ll discuss the special 
features these birds have that enable them to be successful 
predators at the top of the food chain. We’ll talk about how 
they hunt, what they eat, and their amazing vision, hearing, 
and feathers. Don’t miss this fantastic opportunity to see 
birds such as the peregrine falcon, kestrel, red-tailed hawk, 
saw-whet owl, barn owl, barred owl, great horned owl, and 
eastern screech-owl (birds subject to change). 

Meets in the Barn.

NOW ENrOlliNG FOr  
2018–2019

ipswich river Wildlife 
Sanctuary Nature 
preschool  
Located at Endicott Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Wenham

Highly qualified teachers with backgrounds in early-
childhood and nature education

Nature-based, emergent curriculum that promotes 
language, math, and social development

Beautiful classrooms, outdoor play areas, and gardens

Two-, three-, and five-day enrollment options for 3-to-5-
year-olds from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Available options: early-morning drop-off at 8:00 am, 
lunch bunch until 1:00 pm, and extended day until 3:00 
pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays

To arrange a tour or for more information, contact:
Karen First, Preschool Director

kfirst@massaudubon.org
or 978-237-0108

Visit our website for details:
massaudubon.org/ipswichpreschool

youth Snowshoe & 
Winter Survival Challenge
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, February 3 / 1:00–3:00 pm
Ages:  Children ages 9–14
leader:  Cori Brauer, Ipswich River Education Coordinator

Cost:  $9 members, $11 nonmembers

In this outdoor survival skills program, we will focus on 
the challenges faced by creatures that stay active in 
winter. Explore the sanctuary on snowshoes (conditions 
permitting), build and test stick shelters, look for animal  
tracks, and build a fire in order to survive...and roast 
marshmallows. Previous experience is not needed, just a 
strong survival instinct!

Meets in the Barn. Please dress for the weather. Please note: 
Parents are welcome to come along OR drop off their youth for this 
program. If dropping off, you will be asked to fill out a short health 
and emergency contact form. 

pre-K Owl prowl
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, February 3 / 4:00–6:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 3–6
leader:  Angela Walsh, Ipswich River Field Teacher 
Cost: adults $9 members, $11 nonmembers

 children $8 members, $10 nonmembers 

Winter is the perfect time of year to search for owls. Learn 
about these fascinating birds through a story and activities 
before we head out for our adventure. Afterward, warm up by 
the woodstove with hot chocolate and cookies.

Meets in the Barn. Please come dressed for the weather.

Owl prowl for Families
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Friday, February 9 / 7:00–9:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 5 and up
leaders:  Cori Brauer, Ipswich River Education Coordinator; 
 Angela Walsh, Ipswich River Field Teacher
Cost: adults $9 members, $11 nonmembers 

 children $8 members, $10 nonmembers 

Experience the excitement of an owl prowl as we take a 
night hike to look and listen for barred and great horned 
owls, and eastern screech-owls. Before we head out on our 
nocturnal adventure, we’ll learn fun owl facts in our cozy 
Barn using real owl mounts, feathers, talons, and a brief 
slide show. We’ll end our evening with an owl-hooting lesson.

Meets in the Barn. Please dress warmly.
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Family Snowshoe & 
Winter World Hike
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, February 10 / 1:30–3:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 6 and up
leader:  Cori Brauer, Ipswich River Education Coordinator
Cost: adults $8 members, $10 nonmembers 

 children $7 members, $8 nonmembers 

Join us for a leisurely snowshoe hike through the sanctuary. 
We’ll search for animal tracks and keep our eyes open for 
wildlife. If you don’t own snowshoes, we’ll provide them for 
you. Snow or no, we will enjoy a wonderful winter hike and 
end with some hot chocolate to warm up!

Meets in the Barn. Please dress for the weather.

Early Spring Terrific Toddlers Series
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Dates:  Tuesdays, March 27; April 3, 10, 24 / 9:30–11:00 am
 or Thursdays, March 29; April 5, 12, 26 / 9:30–11:00 am
Ages:  Children ages 2–3 with an adult
leaders: Kathy Hutchins, Ipswich River Field Teacher (Tuesdays);  
 Rita Gallant, Ipswich River Field Teacher (Thursdays)

Cost:  adult/child pair* $60 members, $72 nonmembers 

This four-session series introduces toddlers to the delights 
of nature at a hands-on level in an unhurried atmosphere. 
Each session includes an introduction indoors and then a 
hike that stops to discover nature’s treasures along the way.

March 27 or 29: Signs of Spring
April 3 or 5: Early Spring Buds 
April 10 or 12: Early Spring Mud
April 24 or 26: Early Spring Birds 

Meets in the Nature Center. Please dress for the weather since we 
will be outside most of the time. *Limited to 9 adult/child pairs. 
Additional siblings (ages 2 or 3) pay half the listed fee. Please call 
our office if you wish to register more than one child.

Build a Bluebird House
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, March 31 / 1:30–3:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 6 and up
leader:  Angela Walsh, Ipswich River Field Teacher 

Cost: family $20 members, $24 nonmembers

Celebrate spring by building a bluebird house with your 
child. We’ll supply all the materials and instruction to build 
a nest box for bluebirds and tree swallows. These wonderful 
nest boxes also attract chickadees, tufted titmice, house 
wrens, and woodpeckers. A short slide presentation will 
introduce families to the natural history and behavior of 
birds in Massachusetts, and we’ll discuss where and how to 
place your nest box. Dress for the weather because we will 
take a short walk to look and listen for bluebirds.  

Meets in the Barn. The fee is per family and includes one kit. Extra 
kits may be purchased for $12 each; please order when you register. 
Please bring a hammer. 

Teen Conservation Club
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Dates:   Saturdays, March 31; April 28; June 2, 16 / 2:00–4:30 pm 
Field Trip: Saturday, May 19 / 9:30 am–3:30 pm
Ages:   Teens ages 14–18
leader:   Cori Brauer, Ipswich River Education Coordinator

Cost:   $89 members, $112 nonmembers

Interesting hikes, natural history topics to explore, and real 
conservation projects will all be based on your input and 
interests in this exciting club for teens. Get involved behind 
the scenes with Mass Audubon’s science and conservation 
work. We meet one or two Saturdays a month during our 
spring and fall sessions. We also take one full-day field trip 
each session to connect with local organizations and learn 
more about environmental issues in our communities and 
how you can make a real difference. Meet other local teens 
who are passionate about nature, science, and taking care 
of our world. Past projects have included salamander and 
other amphibian monitoring, birding and bird conservation, 
invasive plant pulling and habitat restoration, wildlife 
tracking with trail cameras, water quality monitoring by 
canoe, and much more. Oh, and snacks are included!

Meets in the Nature Center. Please dress for the weather. For more 
information, email Cori Brauer at cbrauer@massaudubon.org. Once 
you are signed up, you will be contacted with more information 
about the meetings.

13Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/ipswichriver / 978-887-9264
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Vacation week is an exciting time for outdoor discovery. 
We have put together four days of hands-on, awesome, 
age-appropriate activities to explore the natural world. 
participants will be divided by age into smaller groups. 
Sign up for individual days, or save when you sign up for 
all four days.

Ages:  Children in grades K–5
leaders:  Ipswich River Sanctuary Staff
Cost:  $57 members, $68 nonmembers, per day

 $190 members, $200 nonmembers, all four days 

Meets in the Barn. A confirmation with more details will be sent.

February Vacation Adventure Days
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield 

Tuesday, February 20: Maple Sugaring
We’ll learn about one of nature’s tastiest treats: maple 
syrup. We’ll discover how to distinguish a sugar maple 
from all the other trees in the forest and tap one to collect 
the sap. After a visit to the sugarhouse, we’ll know how 
sap is converted into syrup and try some on our very own 
pancakes. See who can tell the difference between store-
bought syrup and the real stuff!

Wednesday, February 21: Winter Homes
Can you imagine living outside throughout the entire 
winter? We’ll explore the woodlands, wetlands, and field 
edges for nests, cavities, burrows, dens, and lodges to 
discover how birds, mammals, and insects find homes in 
this challenging season. We’ll build an igloo or shelter and 
see how warm it can be inside.

Thursday, February 22: Carnivores Dining Out
Winter is a great time to look for predators and the 
evidence they leave behind. Today, we’ll look at animal 
bones, fur, scat, tracks, and chews. Then we’ll hike the 
sanctuary in search of hawks, foxes, fishers, river otters, 
and more. We’ll investigate how these animals hunt prey in 
the cold winter weather.

Friday, February 23: Awesome Owls
Have you ever walked through the woods looking for owls 
during the day? Owls are most active at night, of course, 
but if you know what to look for, you can find their daytime 
roosts. Together we’ll discover what our local owls look 
like, what they eat, and what they sound like. As a special 
activity, everyone will help to dissect an owl pellet.

April Vacation Adventure Days
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield 

Tuesday, April 17: Amazing Mammals
Today our theme is plant-eating mammals that make 
their home at the sanctuary. We hope to catch glimpses of 
them, and we’ll certainly see signs that they are living here. 
Participate in a mammal obstacle course. Build a beaver 
and muskrat lodge as a group, and track deer and other 
mammals in the fields and forests of the sanctuary.

Wednesday, April 18: Winged Wonders
Spring is in full swing and all our flying friends are in a 
frenzy. If it has wings, we’ll find it, and learn about the 
different ways creatures use their wings. Using binoculars, 
nets, and bug boxes, we will take an up-close look at birds, 
dragonflies, butterflies, and other insects that make their 
homes at the sanctuary.

Thursday, April 19: Water World
Wetlands are wonderful places full of fascinating animals 
and plants. Together we will discover the wetland habitats 
of the sanctuary. We’ll hike to Hassocky Meadow and 
search for ducks, turtles, snakes, and more. We will 
continue our explorations at a real vernal pool and look for 
breeding salamanders, wood frogs, and their egg masses.

Friday, April 20: Soil Scientists
Get your hands dirty and dig into the science of soil. Meet 
the critters of the sanctuary that call dirt home. Worms, 
millipedes, sow bugs, weasels, and voles are a few soil 
creatures that we will hope to see. Find out what is required 
to make a garden grow, before preparing and planting your 
own take-home garden.

School Vacation  
Adventure Days

p Top and bottom photos: exploring the natural history of Ipswich River ©Jared Leeds
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Stargazing: The Deep Sky of Spring 
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, April 7 / 7:30–9:00 pm
Ages:  Adults and families with children ages 10 and up
leader:  Gary Meehan, Physicist
Cost: adults $8 members, $10 nonmembers 

 children $7 members, $8 nonmembers 

Hidden amongst the brighter stars of the night sky are the 
celestial jewels that one can only see with the assistance of 
a telescope and, to some extent, a good pair of binoculars. 
These are the deep sky objects which include variable stars, 
binary stars, star clusters, gaseous nebulae, galaxies. and 
more. In the indoor portion of this evening’s program, we 
will review some of the many deep sky objects of the spring 
constellations. Afterward, weather permitting, we’ll step 
outside to view a small sampling of them using a large 
reflector telescope. 

Meets in the Barn. Please dress warmly for the outdoor observing 
portion of the program. The indoor portion of the program runs rain, 
clouds, or star shine.

Salamander Meander
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:  Saturday, April 28 / 1:30–3:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 6 and up
leader:  Hannah Madigan, Ipswich River Field Teacher
Cost:  adults $8 members, $10 nonmembers 

 children $7 members, $8 nonmembers 

Spring is the season when frogs, toads, and salamanders 
return to the wetlands to lay their eggs. After a short 
introduction in the Nature Center where we will learn about 
the life cycles of these amazing creatures, we will search 
the sanctuary’s wetlands and woodlands for salamanders 
and other amphibians on the move. If we’re lucky, we might 
be able to catch a few to observe up close and then release. 
We’ll also swing by our vernal pool, where we often find wood 
frog and spotted salamander eggs.

Meets in the Nature Center. Please dress for the weather. 

Big Night: The Frog & Salamander 
Migration Celebration
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Date:       Saturday, April 14 
Walk Times: 6:00, 6:10, 6:20, 6:30, 6:40, or 6:50 pm
Ages:        Families with children ages 4 and up
leaders:         Ipswich River Staff and Volunteers
Cost:       adults $8 members, $10 nonmembers
       children  $8 members, $10 nonmembers 

Each year on the first warm rainy night of spring, wood 
frogs and mole salamanders begin a mass migration to 
vernal pools to breed. If you happen to be out on one of 
these evenings, the experience can be like a spectacular 
amphibian celebration. It’s called ‘‘Big Night.’’ Tonight, a 
part of the sanctuary will be transformed into a Big Night 
scene. Take a one-hour guided walk along the Vernal Pool 
Trail, and meet some larger-than-life characters who will 
share interesting facts and stories about themselves, vernal 
pools, and this special time of year. Some stops will feature 
live animals to see firsthand and learn about. The trail will 
lead to a real vernal pool where more animals and their 
eggs may be seen. When you return to the barn, enjoy a frog 
or salamander-shaped cookie and juice, and share in the 
festive spirit with other families and sanctuary staff.

Meets in the Barn. Rain or shine. Please dress for the weather and 
wear warm footgear. Advance registration is required for this very 
popular event. Please schedule your guided walk from the listed 
times above.

North Shore / ipswich river / Children & Families

 p Spotted salamnders ©Ian Ives

Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/ipswichriver / 978-887-9264
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North Shore / ipswich river / Homeschool

Homeschool 
Programs
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

Chickadee Series (Ages 4–5)

Dates:  Wednesdays, January 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7 / 
 10:00 am–12:00 pm or 1:00–3:00 pm
Ages:  Children ages 4 or 5 with an adult
leaders: Rita Gallant and Kathy Dunfee, Ipswich River Field Teachers
Cost:  adult/child pair* $75 members, $90 nonmembers 

Chickadees are curious, energetic, and small but brave. In 
our new series for homeschool families with young children, 
a parent or guardian and their little chickadee will explore 
together. This season we will discover the wonders of winter 
on the sanctuary. We’ll begin in the Nature Center with stories, 
poetry, and imagination. Next, we’ll bundle up for a walk 
to discover how wildlife spends the winter, look for animal 
mysteries in the snow, meet maple trees and taste syrup made 
right here, and much more. After our walks, we’ll create artwork 
to capture the winter memories we have made. Please choose 
the morning class with Miss Rita or the afternoon class with 
Miss Kathy.

January 10: Fly Away or Stay?—Winter Birds
January 17: Winter Mysteries—Animal Tracking
January 24: The long Winter Snooze—Hibernation
January 31: Over & under the Snow—Winter Homes
February 7: A Treat from the Trees—Maple Sugaring 

Meets in the Nature Center. Please dress for the weather since we 
will be outside most of the time. Please note: This is NOT a drop-off 
program. Each child must be accompanied by an adult at every class. 
*Additional siblings (ages 4 or 5) pay half the listed fee. Please call our 
office if you wish to register more than one child. 

red-Tailed Hawk Series (Ages 6–8)

Dates:  Wednesdays, January 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7 /
 10:00 am–12:00 pm
Ages:  Children ages 6–8
leaders:  Jeannette McGinn and Hannah Madigan, Ipswich River 
 Field Teachers

Cost:  $75 members, $90 nonmembers 

Red-tailed hawks have keen eyes, curious minds, and can soar 
long distances. Our Red-Tailed Hawk class is a new name for 
the same great program for our homeschoolers ages 6–8. This 
series introduces homeschool students to basic ecology while 
nurturing an appreciation for and understanding of the natural 

world. This season we will appreciate the unique opportunities 
and gifts that winter sends our way.  

January 10: Winter Sensory Scavenger Hunt
January 17: The long-Ago Big Freeze—Geology of the ice Age 
January 24: Following in the Footsteps of Winter Deer
January 31: The Art & Science of ice and Snow
February 7: Tasting last Spring’s Sunlight—Maple Sugaring

Meets in the Barn. Please dress for the weather since we will be outside 
most of the time. Please note: Parents/guardians are welcome to drop 
off their student or tag along with the class.

Mixed-Age Flock Series (Ages 6–11)

Dates:  Wednesdays, January 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7 /   
 1:00–3:00 pm 
Ages: Children ages 6–11
leaders:  Jeannette McGinn and Hannah Madigan, Ipswich River 
 Field Teachers

Cost:  $75 members, $90 nonmembers

Our Mixed-Age Flock class follows the same schedule and 
topics as the Red-Tailed Hawk morning class, but our afternoon 
class is open to a wider age range.

Meets in the Barn. Please dress for the weather since we will be outside 
most of the time. Please note: Parents/guardians are welcome to drop 
off their student or tag along with the class.

Great Blue Heron Series (Ages 9–14)

Dates:  Wednesdays, January 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7 / 
 10:00 am–12:00 pm
Ages:  Children ages 9–14
leaders:  Jeannette McGinn and Hannah Madigan, Ipswich River 
 Field Teachers

Cost:  $75 members, $90 nonmembers

Great blue herons are patient, quick, and vital to their habitat. 
Our Great Blue Heron class is a new name for the same great 
program for homeschoolers ages 9–14. We will focus on the 
survival skills that all animals (including humans) need to 
survive the harsh New England winter.

January 10: Navigating with Map & Compass
January 17: Tracking Wild Animals
January 24: Staying Warm, part i—Shelter Building
January 31: Staying Warm, part ii—Fire Building
February 7: Finding Food in Winter—Maple Syrup & More

Meets in the small classroom beside the Sugarhouse. Please dress for 
the weather since we will be outside most of the time. Please note: This 
is a drop-off program.

prErEGiSTrATiON iS rEquirED FOr All prOGrAMS
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Naturalists from Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary will visit your afterschool program to lead 
engaging, fun, and hands-on science and natural history enrichments. Our programs align with 
Mass STEM standards and are designed to fuel curiosity and inquiry about the natural world. 
Both stand-alone and series programs are available. These enrichments are offered year-round 
for schools, clubs, and community organizations that provide afterschool or out-of-school 
opportunities for school-aged children in grades K–12.

Download the Afterschool Programs Brochure from our website for additional details. For more information 
or to book an afterschool enrichment call 978-887-9264 or email ipswichriver@massaudubon.org.  

ENriCHMENTS FOr AFTErSCHOOl prOGrAMS

Our skilled educators take students outside to do the work of scientists, bringing hands-on, inquiry 
based experiences with STEM content and practices through:

 �Habitat exploration 
 �Wildlife observation 
 �Field study and research 
 �Interactive presentations and discussions 

Students will investigate, question, and collect and analyze data in programs aligned with 
state and national standards, furthering their understanding of ecological concepts and the 
interrelationships between people and nature. These experiences not only make science accessible, 
but also spark curiosity for further study. For a brochure, visit massaudubon.org/ipswichriver or 
contact our office at 978-887-9264 or ipswichriver@massaudubon.og.

EDuCATOrS: TAKE SCiENCE lEArNiNG OuTSiDE

We specialize in providing outdoor and environmental programs for scouts. Our programs are 
designed to cover badge requirements for the Girl Scouts of the USA and Boy Scouts of America. 
Winter offerings now include snowshoeing programs for scout groups of any age. Call us for a 
brochure or download a copy from our website. Programs are offered September through June. 

Tuesdays–Fridays and Early release Days / 3:30–5:00 pm 
1.5-Hour Program: $95/troop*; $9/each additional scout 

Saturdays and Sundays / Times by appointment
1.5-Hour Program: $95/troop*; $9/each additional scout 
2-Hour Program: $110/troop*; $10/each additional scout 

*Troop pricing for 10 or fewer scouts. Programs limited to 15 (including siblings). Siblings must be 5 
years or older to attend. For more information and to book a scout program, call 978-887-9264 or email 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org.

SCOuT prOGrAMS

For children ages 4–12

Choose a theme:
Owls / Beavers / Habitat Hike / Pond Dipping / Backyard Birds / Animal Tracking /  
Insects & Spiders / Life Under Rocks & Logs

$175 members, $210 nonmembers for a 2-hour party, with a naturalist-led program and party time 
(limit: 15 children)

To learn more or to book your party, call 978-887-9264 or email ipswichriver@massaudubon.org.
Parties can be booked September–June.

BirTHDAy pArTiES AT ipSWiCH riVEr
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Central Massachusetts / Broad Meadow Brook

Joppa Flats 
Education Center 
massaudubon.org/joppaflats

When you come into the lobby at Joppa Flats these days, 
you will quickly see our big new touch-screen kiosk. We 
developed this resource with generous funding from the 
French Foundation to enhance your visit with information 
on where to find birds, how to identify them, and how 
to meet your other needs for food and other amenities 
in the area. We have additional modules planned at the 
conceptual level, and you can check and see new resources 
as they become available whenever you come in. Our touch 
screen will by no means replace the friendly, knowledgeable 
greeting you will receive from any of our wonderful front 
desk volunteers, but it will help you find even more to 
explore. 

One other feature for visitors that we can crow about is a 
new program that Joppa Flats School and Youth Education 
Coordinator Lisa Hutchings put on in late summer and fall, 
‘‘Feeding Time at the Touch Tank’’! This program will return 
next summer when our creatures return, but it was so fun 
to see the irrepressible Miss Lisa feeding horseshoe crabs, 
sea stars, and all the other creatures in the tank. Did you 
know that a horseshoe crab’s mouth is between its legs?

 We are always looking for ways you can get up close and 
personal with nature at Mass Audubon and Joppa Flats. 
While this catalog tells you almost everything you need to 
know about what is going on at Joppa Flats and Ipswich 
River Wildlife Sanctuaries, Joppa has been joining the  
21st century with e-news and blog resources to tell you  
even more. 

More connection to more information is a good thing., but 
what’s really important is that our new resources serve to 
lead you outside. It is a deep pleasure to have such a fine 
community of people who are all thrilled to see a hawk 
on the fence rail, or to witness an unexpected behavior 
of a marine invertebrate. Our staff is honored to help you, 
both to satisfy your nature curiosity and to highlight the 
inexplicable beauty of the wildlife and habitats around us. 

David Moon, Sanctuary Director

P.S. Throughout the catalog, ‘‘IBA’’ indicates a program 
that takes place within a Massachusetts Important Bird 

Area, and ‘‘BCP’’ signifies a graduate of the Joppa Flats Birder’s 
Certificate Program.

Director’s Letter

One Plum Island Turnpike
Newburyport ,  MA 01950
978-462-9998
joppaflats@massaudubon.org

IBA
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Central Massachusetts / Broad Meadow BrookN o t e s  &  A n n o u n c e m e n t s

Summer Camp 2018 is Coming! 
Connect your kids with nature at Joppa Flats Summer Camp! Our fun, 
hands-on, and growing camp program offers five-day sessions, June 
through August, for ages 6 to 13. Each week is full of field trips, outdoor 
play, and nature discovery. Our camp brochure goes online in mid-
December, and registration starts in early January. To learn more, contact 

Joppa Flats Camp Director and Youth Education Coordinator Kirsten Lindquist at 
978-462-9998 or klindquist@massaudubon.org. Sessions fill quickly, so don’t miss out—we 
can’t wait to get outside with our campers next summer!

JOppA FlATS lECTurES  
on Birds & Nature
Would your group enjoy a vividly illustrated and interesting natural history lecture for your 
monthly meeting or special event? Staff naturalists and trip leaders have developed a series 
of one-hour programs that explore our fascination with the natural world. Lectures include
In the Wake of Sir Ernest Shackleton (Antarctica), Ecology of Bald Eagles, Feeding Backyard 
Birds and Backyard Bird Sanctuaries, New England Wildlife, and Ecology and Conservation of 
Tropical Rainforests. We also present travelogues on Kenya, Zambia, Botswana, Belize, Costa 
Rica, Panama, Bhutan, Ecuador, and Brazil, as well as on many intriguing locations in North 
America. For more information, call Joppa Flats Science and Education Coordinator Dave 
Larson at 978-462-9998.

FACiliTy rENTAl
Joppa Flats Education Center overlooks the magnificent Merrimack River and Plum Island 
estuary. It provides an ideal venue for your next business meeting or private special event 
such as a wedding, family reunion, or memorial service. Staff and volunteers can be available 
to conduct a delightful natural history field trip or program for your guests. Please call Joppa 
Flats Administrative Coordinator Melissa Vokey at 978-462-9998 for details and availability.

BirTHDAy pArTiES AT JOppA FlATS  
for Mass Audubon Members
Celebrate your child’s special day at Joppa Flats—a great way to have fun and 
support the nature of Massachusetts! 

For $260, our birthday party package includes:
Private program space; Two hours of hands-on educational fun with time out for cake; All 
tableware (cloths, napkins, plates, utensils); Party decorations and banners; Take-home art 
projects for each child; Customized goodie bag and birthday banner for the birthday child.

CHOOSE yOur THEME!
FOR ALL AGES:              Backyard Birds, Eagles & Owls, Ocean Animals, Arctic Animals,  
                               Penguin Pals, The Deep Sea, Paws & Claws
SPECIAL FOR AGES 7–10: Themes listed above plus Endangered Animals, Ocean    
              Science, Ocean Creature Caretakers  

For children turning 3 or 4: Limited to 12 children with one adult chaperone per child (required). 
For children turning 5–10: The base cost covers up to 12 children. Additional children are $15 each, 
with a maximum of 18 children. Please plan on at least one adult chaperone per every five children. 
Please reserve two months in advance. Email Joppa Flats School and Youth Education Coordinator Lisa 
Hutchings at lhutchings@massaudubon.org to book your party today!

Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/joppaflats / 978-462-9998

N o t e s  &  A n n o u n c e m e n t s
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New year’s Madness  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area and Cape Ann

Date:  Monday, January 1 / 8:30 am–4:30 pm
leader:  Bill Gette, former Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director 

Cost:  $60 members, $70 nonmembers

Spend New Year’s Day celebrating the beauty of winter 
and its birds! We’ll hit the birding hot spots around the 
greater Newburyport area and on Cape Ann for a full day of 
exciting birds, targeting snowy owl, northern shrike, Lapland 
longspur, snow bunting, harlequin duck, and other sea 
ducks, loons, and grebes. 

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please wear warm clothing 
and waterproof shoes/boots. Bring binoculars, snacks, and a lunch.

Winter Seabirds Workshop  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Gloucester

lecture:  Friday, January 5 / 7:00–9:00 pm 
Field Trip: Saturday, January 6 / 7:30 am–5:30 pm 
leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education   
 Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP
Cost:  $95 members, $125 nonmembers

Discover the amazing seabirds that brave the extreme 
winters along our coast. We’ll use study skins for the Friday 
evening lecture and discuss physical adaptations, field 
identification, migration, and conservation issues that 
impact these diverse birds. Saturday’s field trip covers 
many of Essex County’s premier coastal birding locations. 
Target species include wintering ducks, loons, grebes, alcids, 
and whatever else we might find.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center on both days. On Saturday, 
we’ll provide a continental breakfast. Dress for the weather and 
bring lunch, snacks, a field guide, binoculars, and a scope if you 
have one.

Wednesday Morning Birding  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area and Other Locations

Dates:  Wednesdays / 9:30 am–12:30 pm 
leaders: David Moon, Sanctuary Director; Dave Weaver, BCP

Cost:  $14 members, $17 nonmembers, per session

Now in its 22nd year, Wednesday Morning Birding gives 
birders of all skill levels excellent exposure to the hot 
spots in one of the most productive birding areas in 
the country. Each week, we’ll focus our field trip on the 
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Plum Island, the 
Merrimack River estuary, and other locations around 
Essex County. Since we like to go where we’ll find the most 
exciting birds, we’ll explore Cape Ann on the following 
Wednesdays: January 10, February 14, and March 14. 

Preregistration is not necessary. Four-trip special: $42 members, 
$51 nonmembers. Please call or email to sign up for the 
Wednesday Morning Birding email list. Meet at the Joppa Flats 
Education Center unless otherwise noted. Please wear weather-
appropriate clothes and sturdy footwear, and bring binoculars, 
spotting scopes, and snacks or lunch.

Saturday Morning Birding  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Saturdays / 9:00–11:30 am
leaders:  Debra Listernick, Alison O’Hare, Dave Weaver, and 
 Dave Williams, BCP; Jonathan Brooks and Lynette Leka,  
 Joppa Flats Naturalists

Cost:  $10 members, $12 nonmembers, per session

 
Come birding with our talented guides in one of the best 
year-round birding locations in the country. Each week 
throughout the year, we’ll search out avian activity in the 
Newburyport/Plum Island area. Beginners and birders of all 
levels are welcome to drop in and join us. .

There is no program on January 27, February 17, or May 12. 
Preregistration is not required. In the case of inclement weather, 
please call ahead to confirm. Four-trip special: $30 members, $36 
nonmembers. Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please wear 
weather-appropriate clothes and sturdy footwear, bring binoculars 
(we do have some loaners available).

North Shore / Joppa Flats / Adults
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Programs for  
Adults

pWinter Birding  ©Dave Larson
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North Shore / Joppa Flats / Adults

The Wonder & the Wow: 
A New look at Nature
Various Locations within Driving Distance of Newburyport

Dates:  Saturdays, January 20*; February 24; March 24; 
 April 21; May 19 / 9:30 am–2:30 pm 
leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Youth Education  
 Coordinator; Jonathan Brooks, Joppa Flats Naturalist
Cost:  $38 members, $48 nonmembers, per session

Why should kids have all the fun? These adult trips take us 
far afield with plenty of time to allow for a full-immersion 
experience with friends and colleagues. We’ll set aside 
some time during each program for a group meal so we can 
extend the social side of learning. You’ll come away with a 
brand-new enthusiasm for the natural world around you!

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center unless otherwise noted. 
Please dress for the weather and bring binoculars. The cost of a 
meal is not included.

January 20 / 8:30 am–3:30 pm: Behind the Scenes at  
the New England Aquarium 
New England Aquarium, Boston 
Cost: $45 members, $55 nonmembers 
*Please note the times and cost are different for this session. Meet at Joppa 
Flats at 8:30 am or at the New England Aquarium at 9:30 am. Registration 
deadline: December 27.

February 24: Bald Eagles & Brunch  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area

March 24: Animal Tracks at ipswich river Wildlife Sanctuary
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

April 21: Sanborn reservation
Sanborn Reservation, Andover

May 19: Great Bay Discovery Center
Great Bay Discovery Center, Greenland, NH

Focus on Merrimack river Birds  
Newburyport and Vicinity

Date:  Sunday, January 21 / 9:00 am–12:30 pm
leader:  Debra Listernick, BCP

Cost:  $22 members, $26 nonmembers

The Merrimack River is an extraordinary place for winter 
birding. Due to its strong flow and the currents caused 
by the changing tides, large areas of the Merrimack River 
remain ice free even during the coldest winters. As a result, 
loons, grebes, gulls, and many species of diving ducks flock 
to this area. Target species include Iceland and black-headed 
gulls, red-breasted and common mergansers, long-tailed 
ducks, common and Barrow’s goldeneyes, buffleheads, bald 
eagles, and great cormorants.

Meet at Joppa Flats. Please wear warm clothing and sturdy 
footwear; bring binoculars and snacks. 

Wednesday Evening lecture Series
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Wednesdays, January 10; February 7; March 14; April 11 /  
 7:30–8:30 pm

Cost:  Free for members, $4 nonmembers, per lecture

Delve deeper into your natural history interests with our 
monthly lectures. Children ages 8 and up are welcome.
Preregistration is not required. Meet at Joppa Flats 
Education Center.

January 10: Winter raptors 
Speaker: Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education 
Coordinator 

February 7: The Arts & the Experience of Nature
Speakers: David Davis, Joppa Flats Poet-in-Residence; Invited Poets 
and Artists

March 14: The State of the Birds 
Speaker: Joan Walsh, Mass Audubon Bertrand Chair of Natural 
History and Field Ornithology

April 11: Seabird Monitoring on Stellwagen Bank
Speaker: Anne-Marie Runfola, Volunteer Coordinator, Stellwagen 

Bank National Marine Sanctuary

Superbowl of Birding XV  
Essex and Rockingham Counties
Sponsor: Zeiss

Date:  Saturday, January 27 / 5:00 am–7:00 pm
Ages:  Adults and families with children ages 6 and up
Cost:  adults $35 members and nonmembers 

 children $20 members and nonmembers 

The Superbowl of Birding is a unique, 12-hour team 
competition, for which teams of birders of all ages and 
abilities seek out the greatest number of species and 
amass the most points, all based on the rarity of the birds 
recorded. Compete for prizes in ten categories, from the 
Newbies Award to the esteemed Zeiss Joppa Cup. Enjoy 
spectacular winter birding and find out just how good you 
and your team really are!

The registration fee includes the post-competition pizza party 
and prizes. Register before January 1 and receive a $5 discount per 
person. For registration materials, rules, and information, please 
go to massaudubon.org/superbowl or call 978-462-9998. 

IBA

IBA

IBA

Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/joppaflats / 978-462-9998



Birding the Maine Coast
Southern Maine Coast

Date:  Monday, February 5 / 8:00 am–5:00 pm
leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Cost:  $55 members, $65 nonmembers per session

The beautiful coast of southern Maine contains barrier 
beaches, salt marshes, rocky headlands, and sheltered 
coves. We’ll explore these habitats in search of wintering 
land birds and seabirds, visiting Portland Harbor, Cape 
Elizabeth, Prouts Neck, Biddeford Pool, Marginal Way 
(Ogunquit), and Cape Neddick. For target species we’ll 
seek black guillemot, long-tailed duck, king eider, Barrow’s 
goldeneye, Iceland and glaucous gulls, snowy owl, and more.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please wear warm clothing 
and waterproof shoes/boots; bring binoculars and snacks.

Bald Eagles of the 
Merrimack river  
Newburyport and Vicinity

Date:  Sunday, February 11 / 9:00 am–12:00 pm
leader:  Debra Listernick, BCP

Cost:  $19 members, $22 nonmembers

Deep winter is the best time to find bald eagles locally, and 
the lower Merrimack River is the best place to find them. 
Bald eagles may nest elsewhere in New England during the 
summer when food is plentiful, but, in the winter when most 
lakes and rivers are frozen, eagles know they can come to  
our open local waters to find the ducks, fish, and carrion 
they need to survive. We’ll also look for loons, grebes, gulls, 
and diving ducks in the flowing Merrimack.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please wear warm clothing 
and sturdy footwear; bring binoculars and snacks.

Merrimack river  
Eagle Festival  
Joppa Flats Education Center and  
Other Newburyport/Amesbury Locations 
Cosponsor: Parker River National Wildlife Refuge

Date:  Saturday, February 17 / 8:30 am–4:00 pm

Cost:  Free

Celebrate the seasonal return of bald eagles to the 
Merrimack Valley with the 12th annual Merrimack River 
Eagle Festival! In the deep February winter, when everything 
is frozen and asleep, the Newburyport area is alive with 
wintering bald eagles. Visit guided eagle hot spots at 
your own speed or preregister for a guided tour. Come to 
Joppa Flats or the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge 
headquarters for family events. See a raptor demonstration 
at Newburyport’s City Hall. This is a great opportunity for 
people of all ages to learn about nature by observing bald 
eagles and the habitats they need to survive. 

For a complete schedule of Merrimack River Eagle Festival 
events, call 978-462-9998 or visit our website.

Focus on Seabirds  
Cape Ann, Essex County

Date:  Sunday, February 25 / 9:00 am–12:30 pm
leader:  Dave Williams, BCP

Cost:  $25 members, $30 nonmembers

Cape Ann is one of the best locations along the New England 
coast to see winter seabirds. We’ll see many species of sea 
ducks, loons, grebes, and gulls as they feed and seek shelter in 
the cape’s coves, inlets, and protected harbors. Target species 
include Iceland gull, red-necked grebe, red-throated loon, 
razorbill, harlequin duck, northern gannet, and purple sandpiper.

Meet at the Fisherman’s Memorial on Western Avenue, Gloucester. 
Bring binoculars and snacks; wear warm clothing and sturdy footwear.

Owls of the Salt Marshes 
& Forests  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Vicinity

Date:  Saturday, March 3 / 3:30–10:00 pm
leaders:  David Moon, Sanctuary Director; Alison O’Hare, BCP

Cost:  $44 members, $52 nonmembers

Starting with a field trip to the Parker River National Wildlife 
Refuge, we’ll search the salt marshes and dunes for the 

North Shore / Joppa Flats / Adults
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diurnal snowy owl and the crepuscular short-eared owl. 
After dark, we will return to Joppa Flats for a lecture about 
the folklore and natural history of North American owls. A 
concluding field trip to Newbury and Rowley may find us 
eastern screech-owls, barred owls, and great horned owls. 

Meet at Joppa Flats. Dress warmly; bring a bag supper and binoculars.

Birding the New Hampshire Coast
New Hampshire Coast

Date:  Sunday, March 4 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm
leaders:  Steve Mirick, Author of Birding the New Hampshire Seacoast  
 and Great Bay; Jane Mirick, Joppa Flats Naturalist

Cost:  $42 members, $50 nonmembers

New Hampshire’s 18-mile seacoast is often overlooked as 
a winter birding destination, which is unfortunate. There 
are many excellent sites along the coast (sheltered bays 
and estuaries, rocky coastlines, freshwater ponds, and 
salt marshes) that support large numbers of seabirds and 
waterfowl. We will explore the Great Bay,  the mouth of the 
Piscataqua River, Odiorne Point State Park, Rye Harbor State 
Park, and many other very productive sites. 

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please wear warm clothing and 
sturdy walking shoes. Bring binoculars, snacks, and lunch.

Aerial Acrobats: 
Woodcocks & More!  
Newburyport and Vicinity

Date:  Thursday, March 22 / 6:30–9:00 pm
leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Cost:  $16 members, $21 nonmembers

The American woodcock is always a treat to observe. With 
the first hints of spring, these small birds return locally 
to breed, and the resulting courtship display is not to be 
missed! After a series of nasal peent calls, the male springs 
into the air and begins to spiral upward, often to nearly 300 
feet. Then, he zigzags his way to the ground like a falling 
leaf, often landing at almost the exact point of takeoff. We’ll 
observe this impressive display and discuss the many 
unique adaptations of this unlikely shorebird. We will also 
search for other early-spring migrants that are active in  
the evening.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars and  
dress warmly.

Ducks-r-us  
Newburyport and Vicinity, and Cape Ann, Essex County

Date:  Sunday, April 8 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm
leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education   
 Coordinator; Linda Hunnewell, Joppa Flats Naturalist

Cost:  $42 members, $50 nonmembers

In early April, the coastal waters, rivers, and lakes of 
Massachusetts’ North Shore are wonderful places to 
observe ducks. Most of the species that have wintered here 
are still present, and many early migrants have returned to 
our area.  We could see more than 20 species of ducks! We’ll 
bird the Plum Island estuary, the Merrimack River, Cherry 
Hill Reservoir, and many sites on Cape Ann in hopes of 
finding harlequin ducks, Barrow’s goldeneyes, three species 
of scoters, and many more.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please wear warm clothing 
and waterproof footwear; bring binoculars, lunch, and snacks.

Bird Banding Workshop  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, 
and Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newbury

lecture: Thursday, April 12 / 7:00–9:00 pm
Field Trip: Saturday, April 14 / 7:30 am–12:00 pm
leader:  Alison O’Hare, BCP

Cost:  $55 members, $65 nonmembers

Joppa Flats Education Center, in cooperation with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), operates a bird banding 
station on the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge. The 
USFWS and Mass Audubon utilize data from the station to 
monitor species diversity, the movement of birds on the 
refuge, bird populations, and other factors. In this two-day 
workshop, you’ll learn the basics of bird banding from 
our banders. During the classroom portion, we’ll explore 
the principles and objectives of bird banding, strategies 
for identifying birds in the hand, and the many aids for 
aging and sexing these incredible animals. During the field 
trip, we’ll visit the bird banding station; participate in the 
identification, aging, and sexing process; observe banding; 
and help with data collection.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center for both sessions. For the 
lecture (4/12), please bring your field guide. For the field trip (4/14), 
bring your binoculars and field guide, and wear a top without 
buttons (e.g., a sweatshirt, pullover sweater, etc.) to avoid getting 
tangled in the nets.

Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/joppaflats / 978-462-9998
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 p Red-tailed Hawk ©Tracy Myers
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Eastern Massachusetts Hawk 
Watch: lecture & Field Trip  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, 
and Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newbury

leader:  Craig Jackson, Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch 

lecture: Sunday, April 15 / 9:00–11:30 am 
Cost:  $10 members and nonmembers

Field Trip: Sunday, April 15 / 11:30 am–2:00 pm 

Cost:  Free

Plum Island is one of the most significant spring hawk 
watching sites on the East Coast. Unlike during fall 
migration, when hawks fly high along ridges from thermal 
to thermal, we see hundreds of hawks flying north along 
the coast, often less than 20 feet above the ground! During 
the lecture, learn how to identify hawks and discuss the 
similarities and differences in species composition and 
flight strategies. Then we’ll head over to Plum Island for a 
free field trip, where we’ll observe and put into practice our 
hawk identification skills. For additional information, please 
visit massbird.org/emhw.

Please preregister for the lecture, but you do not have to register 
for the separate field trip. Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center for 
both sessions. The field trip requires weather-appropriate clothes 
and binoculars. If you attend both the lecture and field trip, please 
also bring snacks and a lunch. 

introduction to Birdwatching  
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Vicinity

Date:  Saturday, April 21 / 9:00 am–3:00 pm
leader:  Alison O’Hare, BCP

Cost:  $36 members, $42 nonmembers

Do you enjoy watching birds but want to improve your 
ability to identify them? This program teaches the basics 
of field identification, including physical characteristics, 
behavior, habitat, voice, and more. After the presentation, we 
will help you practice and integrate your identification skills 
during our field trip. Our low participant-to-naturalist ratio 
allows for individualized attention as we work through the 
identification of a variety of exciting species.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars and a field 
guide, dress for the weather, and bring lunch and snacks.

Birding by Ear Workshop 
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Vicinity

lecture: Friday, April 27 / 7:00–9:00 pm 
Field Trip: Saturday, April 28 / 6:00 am–12:00 pm
leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Cost:  $50 members, $60 nonmembers

No matter where you bird, the ability to identify species 
by ear will give you a deeper understanding of the avian 
community around you. In this two-day workshop you’ll 
learn the methods and resources for discerning bird 
vocalizations.  On Friday evening we’ll review materials and 
techniques to connect sounds with images. In the field on 
Saturday, we’ll practice what we’ve learned and discuss aids 
that will help you with bird sounds when you’re on your own. 

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring a recently published 
birding field guide for reference. You’ll also need warm clothing, 
waterproof shoes/boots, snacks, and binoculars for the field trip.

Wednesday Evening Birding  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Wednesdays, May 2–30 / 5:30–7:30 pm
leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 Linda Hunnewell, Joppa Flats Naturalist

Cost:  $10 members, $12 nonmembers, per session

Welcome May, the height of spring migration! Each week, 
we’ll explore the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, the 
Merrimack River, and other productive birding sites during 
the quiet of the evening, when fewer people are present 
and the animals become more active. You’ll learn about 
adaptations, taxonomy, habitat niches, and more.

Preregistration is not necessary. Four-trip special: $30 members, 
$36 nonmembers. Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please 
bring binoculars and a field guide.

Birding Western Essex County  
Western Essex County

Date:  Thursday, May 3 / 8:00 am–4:00 pm
leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education Coordinator

Cost:  $48 members, $60 nonmembers

Explore some of the best birding locations on the other side 
of Essex County, where we’ll visit some of the lesser-known 
hot spots inland. These may include wildlife management 
areas in Groveland and Boxford, conservation areas in 
Andover, possibly Crystal Gorge Conservation Area in 
Haverhill, and other ‘‘secret’’ locations to be determined. 

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars, snacks, 
and lunch. Please dress for the weather.
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Friday Morning Bird Walks: 
Focus on Warblers  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Fridays, May 4–25 / 8:00–11:00 am
leader:  Dave Williams, BCP

Cost:  $12 members, $15 nonmembers, per session

Be an early birder! That’s when birds are most active and 
easier to see. We’ll focus on the beautiful wood-warblers 
migrating through our area and stay on the lookout for other 
Neotropical migrants as we explore such birding hot spots as 
the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Oak Hill Cemetery, 
Pikes Bridge Road, and Salisbury Beach State Reservation. 

Preregistration is not required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education 
Center. Please bring binoculars and a field guide. 

Wood-Warbler Workshop: 
Jewels of the Forest  
Joppa Flats Education Center and the Newburyport/Plum Island Area

lecture:   Friday, May 4 / 7:00–9:00 pm
Field Trip:  Saturday, May 5 / 6:30 am–1:00 pm
leaders:   Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education   
  Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP

Cost:   $95 members, $125 nonmembers

This two-day workshop will introduce you to the wonderful 
world of wood-warblers, the jewels of North American 
birdlife. With an evening lecture on Friday and a field trip 
on Saturday, you’ll learn about the more than 30 warbler 
species that regularly appear in Massachusetts, including 
their vocalizations, migration patterns, nesting and foraging 
behavior, and some of the conservation issues that impact 
these birds. We’ll visit several of the state’s most productive 
migrant traps, including the Parker River National Wildlife 
Refuge, Bald Hill Reservation, and others. 

For a detailed brochure describing the workshop, please call 978-
462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Meet at Joppa 
Flats Education Center on both days. For the field portion of the 
program, please dress for the weather and bring lunch, snacks, 
a field guide, binoculars, and scopes. A continental breakfast is 
included on Saturday morning.

pocket Birding for 
Spring Migrants  
Marblehead and Nahant

Date:  Tuesday, May 8 / 6:00–11:00 am
leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education Coordinator

Cost:  $33 members, $41 nonmembers

Mass Audubon’s Marblehead Neck Wildlife Sanctuary and 
Nahant Thicket Wildlife Sanctuary are two Essex County 
coast gems. As undeveloped oases in largely suburban 
neighborhoods, they are a magnet for migrating songbirds. 
Let’s explore these pocket paradises and see what we can find. 

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center or at Marblehead Neck 
Wildlife Sanctuary an hour later. Please dress for the weather and 
bring binoculars, a field guide, snacks, and a scope if you have one.

Evening Birding ramble at 
Appleton Farms  
Hamilton and Ipswich
Cosponsor: The Trustees

Date:  Thursday, May 10 / 5:00–7:00 pm
leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education Coordinator

Cost:  $13 members, $15 nonmembers

The beautiful Appleton Farms and Grass Rides conservation 
areas in Ipswich and Hamilton, owned by The Trustees, 
provide mixed habitats that support many bird species. 
We’ll look for early May nesting birds, such as red-winged 
blackbirds, Baltimore orioles, eastern meadowlarks, 
bobolinks, scarlet tanagers, rose-breasted grosbeaks, and 
others as we note courtship behaviors and enjoy birdsong.  

Meet at the Grass Rides parking lot on Highland Street, Hamilton. 
Wear comfortable shoes; bring binoculars, snacks, and drinks.

Bird-a-thon Madness  
Essex County and 
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Saturday, May 12 / 8:00 am–6:00 pm
leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; Bill Gette,  
 former Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; Susan Hardy, BCP

Cost:  $100 members and nonmembers

Bird-a-thon is Mass Audubon’s biggest fundraising effort, 
and we want you on the Joppa Flats team! We’ll count as 
many bird species as we can throughout Essex County, 
possibly as many as 100, moving quickly but always making 
sure that everyone sees the birds. All ability levels welcome.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars, lunch, and 
snacks. We provide a pizza supper for all participants following the 
program.

 p Join us as we search for Baltimore orioles and other spring migrants. 
©Pauliina Swartz
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introduction to the Birds at 
Cogswell’s Grant  
Essex
Cosponsor: Historic New England

Date:  Monday, May 14 / 8:30–10:30 am
leader:  Dave Weaver, BCP

Cost:  $12 members, $16 nonmembers

The beautiful 165-acre Cogswell’s Grant in Essex, owned 
by Historic New England, offers a variety of habitats that 
attract a treasure trove of birds. During mid-May, birds such 
as bobolinks and Baltimore orioles are nesting in local fields 
and forests, while others are still migrating through the 
area en route to more northerly breeding grounds. Walking 
through the Grant, we’ll identify birds by their vocalization 
and discuss breeding behavior and field identification.  The 
historic house will be open to participants for a brief tour. 

The member price applies to members of Mass Audubon and 
Historic New England. Meet at Cogswell’s Grant on Spring Street in 
Essex. Please dress for the weather and bring binoculars.

Banding Station Visit for Birders  
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newbury

Date:  Saturday, May 19 / 8:00–11:00 am
leaders:  Ben Flemer, Joppa Flats Banding Station Manager;   
 Lynette Leka, Joppa Flats Naturalist

Cost:  $15 members, $20 nonmembers

How would you like to have a really good look at some of our 
migrant and resident birds without using your binoculars? 
Have you always wondered what a wing chord is or how 
much a bird weighs? Come for a birder’s visit to the Joppa 
Flats Bird Banding Station at Parker River National Wildlife 
Refuge on Plum Island. You will be surprised at the actual 
sizes, colors, and details of the birds you think you know.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars and 
cameras. Please be prepared for the weather, and protect yourself 
against mosquitoes and ticks. 

introduction to Education 
Volunteering
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Vicinity 

leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Youth Education  
 Coordinator; Joppa Flats Teacher-Naturalists

Cost:  $25 members, $35 nonmembers, per session

 
Joppa Flats teachers and volunteers present programs 
to schools, groups, and families throughout the school 
year, both indoors and outdoors, in a wide variety of 
environments. This program takes you on your first step 
toward joining in the fun as a Joppa Flats education 
volunteer.

WiNTEr SEriES – Tuesdays / 9:30 am–1:30 pm
January 2: raptors 
January 9: Winter Backyard Birds
January 16: Winter Wildlife & Tracking

SpriNG SEriES – Tuesdays or Sundays / 8:30 am–12:30 pm
April 3 or 8: Tide pooling & Sand Dune Community
April 10 or 15: Bird Banding & Songbird Migration
April 24 or 29: Maritime Forest & Salt Marshes

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the weather 
with appropriate footwear and bring a snack.

Teacher Training: Science, 
Technology, & Math in Nature 
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, and Vicinity 

Dates:  Saturdays, January 6; February 10; March 17 / 
 9:30 am–2:30 pm
Audience: Teachers in grades pre-K–2
leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Youth Education  
 Coordinator; Joppa Flats Teacher-Naturalists

Cost:  $32 members, $38 nonmembers, per session

Combining STEM—science, technology, engineering, and 
math—with nature studies is an excellent way to integrate 
next-generation science standards for teachers, science 
curriculum specialists, administrators, and naturalists 
with a focus on pre-K through grade 2. We’ll give you many 
new and exciting lesson plans that support life- and earth-
science standards; ideas for student-generated projects; 
and a greater understanding of local conservation efforts to 
protect our environment.  

January 6: STEM & Winter Wildlife
February 10: STEM & Birds of prey
March 17: STEM & Signs of Spring

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the weather 
with waterproof footwear. 

Programs for Educators

 
p Drawing ducks, noticing the subtle details of identification. ©Lisa Hutchings
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Programs for  
Children, Families, 
& All Ages  

 p Kirsten Lindquist reads a story on a warm winter day. ©Melissa Vokey

Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/joppaflats / 978-462-9998
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imagine, Sing, & learn at Joppa
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Fridays, January 5, 19; February 2, 16; March 2, 16, 30;  
 April 13 / 10:00–11:30 am
Ages:  Families with children ages 3–6
leader:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and 
 Youth Education Coordinator
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers, per session

 children $6 members, $8 nonmembers, per session

 
These 90-minute sessions are for both you and your active 
preschooler! Each week our structured activities will include 
original songs, movement, dramatic play, hands-on science, 
and a thematic snack. We’ll give you coloring pages to take 
home and lots of fun materials via an electronic goody bag 
after each class.

January 5: Arctic Animals Everywhere
January 19: The World of penguins
February 2: paws & Claws in the Snow
February 16: Bald Eagles are Back!
March 2: Seals on the Shore
March 16: Signs of Spring
March 30: The Dawn Chorus returns
April 13: Whales on the Move

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the weather 
since some activities may take place outdoors. Children must be 
accompanied by adults. 

Saturday Morning Nature Secrets: 
Discover Winter Wonders
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:   Saturdays, January 13; February 10; March 10 / 
 10:00–11:30 am
Ages: Families with children ages 3–6
leader:  Kathy Dunfee, Joppa Flats Naturalist
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers, per session

          children $6 members, $8 nonmembers, per session

Let’s celebrate winter as we look at this beautiful season 
through storybooks, art, and music. Weather permitting, 
we’ll take a riverside walk in Joppa Flats’ backyard and 
experience the frozen artistry of the season. Later, we’ll 
create artwork that reminds us of the wintry joys we found 
together.

January 13: Sparkling Snowflakes
February 10: Wake up, Trees!
March 10: March Winds Blow in Spring

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the weather 
since some activities may take place outdoors. Children must be 
accompanied by adults. 

ice is Nice! Winter Science 
Experiments for Kids
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Saturday, January 20 / 10:00–11:30 am
Ages:  Families with children ages 6–10
leaders:  Mary Jacobsen, Joppa Flats Naturalist; 
 Susan St. John, Joppa Flats Naturalist
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers 

           children $6 members, $8 nonmembers 

When and how does water form into ice? When and how 
does it melt? And what makes it melt faster or slower? We 
will perform fun science experiments to understand ice 
and snow, freezing and melting. Then we’ll put your science 
knowledge to work to make ice cream!

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the weather 
since some activities may take place outdoors. Children must be 
accompanied by adults.

Superbowl of Birding XV  
Essex and Rockingham Counties

Saturday, January 27 / 5:00 am–7:00 pm
Teams of birders of all ages and abilities compete for 
prizes in ten categories, from the Newbies Award to 
the esteemed Zeiss Joppa Cup. Great winter birding 
fun for families and friends! See page 21 for details.
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Ages:  Children ages 8–13
leaders:  Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director and Youth  

 Education Coordinator; Joppa Flats Naturalists

Our homeschool classes and field trips offer hands-on 
learning, student-centered inquiry, and connection with 
the natural world around us. Each month, we’ll start with 
a Joppa Flats classroom session that delves into a natural 
history or science topic in a playful, interactive format. Then, 
we’ll have a longer session in the field, reinforcing the skills 
and ideas we explored in the classroom. 

All classes and field trips meet at Joppa Flats. Parents/guardians 
are welcome to attend classes and field trips, but their presence 
is not required. Register for as few or as many sessions as you 
like. A health form for your child will accompany your registration  
confirmation and needs to be submitted prior to the first session. 
In order to present the most effective educational experience for 
your homeschooler(s), we cannot include siblings who fall outside 
the age range for these programs. 

January programs

in-Class program: Sea-Change Science—Shifts in Our 
powerful Oceans & Marine life 
Date:  Friday, January 5 / 10:00 am–12:00 pm
Cost:  students $15 members, $18 nonmembers 

 accompanying adults Free 

Field Trip: Exploring Biodiversity & Conservation at the 
New England Aquarium, Boston
Date:  Friday, January 12 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm
Cost:  students $45 members, $50 nonmembers
            accompanying adults $20 members, $25 nonmembers 

Joppa Flats School and Youth Education Coordinator Lisa 
Hutchings takes us on a behind-the-scenes tour of the New 
England Aquarium.

Bring a nut-free lunch and snack. Registration deadline:  
December 20.

February programs

in-Class program: Weather, Storms, & Survival—The 
Science of Extremes
Date:  Friday, February 2 / 10:00 am–12:00 pm
Cost:  students $15 members, $18 nonmembers 

 accompanying adults Free

Field Trip: The Museum of Science, Boston
Date:  Friday, February 9 / 9:00 am–3:30 pm
Cost:  students and accompanying adults $40 members, 
 $45 nonmembers 

The Museum of Science’s wind and solar energy 
exhibits demonstrate practical applications for our new 
understanding of weather and climate. 

Bring a nut-free bag lunch.

March programs

in-Class program: Amazing Marine Mammals!
Date:  Friday, March 2 / 10:00 am–12:00 pm
Cost:  students $15 members, $18 nonmembers 

            accompanying adults Free

Field Trip: Seal Scouting at Salisbury Beach
Date:  Friday, March 9 / 12:30–3:00 pm
Cost:  students $18 members, $20 nonmembers 

 accompanying adults Free

Joppa Flats School and Youth Education Coordinator Lisa 
Hutchings takes us to Salisbury Beach State Reservation to 
observe harbor seals and other wonderful local wildlife.

Wear warm layers including a wind-blocking jacket; it will be chilly! 
Joppa Flats will provide binoculars, but feel free to bring your own, 
along with a camera if you have one.

April programs

in-Class program: Spring Signs of life & Naturalist Know-How
Date:  Friday, April 6 / 10:00 am–12:00 pm
Cost:  students $15 members, $18 nonmembers 

 accompanying adults Free

Field Trip: Forest Foray at Amesbury Town Forest
Date:  Friday, April 13 / 12:30–3:30 pm
Cost:  students $18 members, $20 nonmembers 

 accompanying adults Free

At Amesbury Town Forest we investigate vernal pools, life 
under logs, and scatological evidence of hidden wildlife. 

Dress for the weather with waterproof footwear. Bring water, insect 
protection, and camera if you have one.
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May programs

in-Class program: Migration Mayhem—Birds & Butterflies
Date:  Friday, May 4 / 10:00 am–12:00 pm
Cost:  students $15 members, $18 nonmembers 

            accompanying adults Free           

Field Trip: Bird Banding Station Visit & Birdwatching at 
parker river National Wildlife refuge, Newbury  
Date:  Friday, May 11 / 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Cost:  students $18 members, $20 nonmembers 

            accompanying adults Free           

Scientists at Joppa Flats’ bird banding station demonstrate 
evaluation techniques, and we go out birding at the peak of 
spring migration. 

Bring sun and bug protection and a water bottle. Joppa Flats will 
provide binoculars, but feel free to bring your own and a camera if 
you have one.

Family Night-Hike: Blue Moon Walk
Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary, Rowley

Date:  Friday, February 2 / 6:30–8:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 7–12
leader:  Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director and Youth  
 Education Coordinator

Cost:  adults or children $6 members, $8 nonmembers 

Celebrate one of the new year’s rare blue moons on a 
nighttime foray into the snowy woods at Rough Meadows. 
We’ll learn about nocturnal animals and their adaptations 
and look for signs of wildlife in the snow.  We’ll end the 
evening around a toasty fire pit while we look for our 
brightest winter constellations.

Meet at Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary. Children must be 
accompanied by adults. Please dress warmly with hats, mittens, 
boots, and snow pants. A flashlight is recommended for each 
family. Please note that there are no bathrooms at Rough Meadows, 
but if there are any immediate bathroom needs, Joppa Flats is 
about 10 minutes away by car.

Merrimack river 
Eagle Festival  
Cosponsor: Parker River  
National Wildlife Refuge 

Saturday, February 17 / 8:30 am–4:00 pm
Cost: Free

Celebrate the seasonal return of bald 
eagles to the Merrimack Valley with the 12th 
annual Merrimack River Eagle Festival!

See page 22 for details.

February Vacation youth Excursion: 
Hunger Moon Hike
Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary, Rowley

Date:  Wednesday, February 21 / 6:30–8:00 pm 
Ages:  Youth ages 11–14
leader:  Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director and Youth  
 Education Coordinator

Cost:  $15 members, $18 nonmembers 

Let’s go on a nocturnal hike through Rough Meadows 
underneath the Hunger Moon! We’ll peek at the stars, go on 
stealth walks, and investigate the behaviors that animals 
use to survive the cold New England winter. We’ll return to 
Joppa Flats for hot cocoa and s’mores over the fire pit.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the weather 
with warm layers and sturdy footwear. A health form for your child 
will accompany your registration confirmation and will need to be 
completed and submitted before the program starts.

February Vacation Week Flybys 
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Thursday, February 22; Friday, February 23 / 
 10:00 am–3:00 pm 
Ages:  Families with children ages 2–10
leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Youth Education  
 Coordinator; Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director  
 and Youth Education Coordinator
Cost:  children $5 members, $8 nonmembers, per session
           adults Free
            family carload price members $20

           family carload price nonmembers $32

Beat the winter blahs during school break! Drop in for an 
hour or stay all day, either one or both days, for a vacation 
destination that suits your schedule. Participate in half-
hour presentations at 11:00 am or 1:00 pm. We’ll show you 
how to blend science and art based on the day’s theme. It’s 
free-flow learning for the whole family. 

February 22: Animals of the ice
February 23: Creatures of the Deep

Adults must accompany children. Preregistration is not required. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the weather 
since some activities will take place outdoors. 

IBA
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The Stories That Tracks Tell
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Saturday, February 24 / 10:00–11:30 am
Ages:  Families with children ages 6–10
leader:  Susan Coolidge, Joppa Flats Teacher-Naturalist
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers 

           children $6 members, $8 nonmembers 

What animal signs might you see in the winter woods? 
We’ll talk about paw prints, scat, nipped twigs, feathers, and 
other signs of activity.  You’ll find out how to detect the size 
of an animal, the direction and speed of movement, and the 
age of a track, and we’ll give you your own tracking pocket 
guide for your future adventures!

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the weather 
since some activities may take place outdoors. Children must be 
accompanied by adults.

Family Night-Hike: 
Equinox Evening Explore!
Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary, Rowley

Date:  Friday, March 16 / 6:30–8:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 7–12
leader:  Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director and Youth  
 Education Coordinator

Cost:  adults or children $6 members, $8 nonmembers 

           
Let’s celebrate the equinox, the celestial event that marks 
the true beginning of spring. As the sun sets, we’ll search 
for signs of spring in the forest and field and use some 
tricks for investigating nature by dark. We’ll end the evening 
around a toasty fire pit with blankets and treats while 
sharing legends about the seasons and constellations. 

Meet at Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary. Children must be 
accompanied by adults. Please dress warmly with hats, mittens, 
boots, and snow pants. A flashlight is recommended for each 
family. Please note that there are no bathrooms at Rough Meadows, 
but if there are any immediate bathroom needs, Joppa Flats is 
about 10 minutes away by car.

Teeth & Skulls
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Saturday, March 24 / 10:00–11:30 am
Ages:  Families with children ages 6–10
leader:  Susan Coolidge, Joppa Flats Teacher-Naturalist
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers 

           children $6 members, $8 nonmembers 

Teeth can tell you all about an animal’s diet, feeding 
behavior, and strategy for survival. Skulls can tell you if 
an animal was a canine or feline. We’ll examine skulls and 

teeth and try to imagine the animals that owned them. 
Finally, we’ll create ‘‘mystery-ivores’’ with their own activities 
and diets.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the weather 
since some activities may take place outdoors. Children must be 
accompanied by adults.

12th Annual Celebrate the Sea
Free-for-All
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Sunday, March 25 / 10:00 am–3:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 2–10
leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Youth Education  
 Coordinator; Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director  
 and Youth Education Coordinator

Cost:  Free

Come to Joppa Flats for fun, hands-on activities and 
exhibits that spotlight the wonders of our mighty Atlantic! 
Learn about ocean giants and creatures of the deep. Play 
ocean-themed games and create seaworthy art. Find out 
where our seafood comes from, how people can collect 
energy from the ocean, and how to protect our oceans and 
coastline as they show signs of change.

This is a drop-in, rain-or-shine event. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Preregistration is not required. Meet at 
Joppa Flats Education Center. Please dress for the weather since 
we’ll offer outdoor activities if the weather complies. 

April Vacation youth Excursion: 
Get Out(side)—Survival Skills!
Joppa Flats Education Center and Moseley Woods, Newburyport

Date:  Tuesday, April 17 / 1:00–4:30 pm
Ages:  Youth ages 11–14
leader:  Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director and Youth  
 Education Coordinator

Cost:  $18 members, $20 nonmembers

Have you ever wanted to build a fire on your own, use a 
compass like a pro, and feel confident in the woods? This 
hands-on survival workshop is for you! With a combination 
of activities at Joppa Flats and in the field, we’ll work on fun 
and handy outdoor adventure tricks. Most important, we’ll 
practice some sweet s’more-crafting skills in a campfire 
dessert cooking session!

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring  water and a nut-free 
snack if you’d like. Please dress for the weather in layers, with 
sturdy sneakers or hiking boots. A health form for your child will 
accompany your registration confirmation and will need to be 
completed and submitted before the program starts.

prErEGiSTrATiON iS rEquirED FOr All prOGrAMS
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April Vacation Week: Treks & Trails
West Newbury and Rowley

Ages:  Families with children ages 3 and up
leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and Youth Education  
 Coordinator; Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director  
 and Youth Education Coordinator; Joppa Flats Naturalists
Cost:  children $5 members, $8 nonmembers, per session
           adults Free
            family carload price members $20

            family carload price nonmembers $32

It’s vacation week, and we’re ready for an out-of-school 
adventure, with all the field equipment we’ll need to go on 
a mini-trek to explore some of our favorite habitats. At Mill 
Pond, we’ll collect and examine pond water to see what life is 
emerging. At Rough Meadows, we’ll set fish traps and search 
for tiny snails and scud, then go on a walk-in-the-woods 
scavenger hunt. Come on out, either one or both days! 

Wednesday, April 18 / 1:00–3:00 pm: Mill pond
Meet at the Mill Pond Recreation Area on Route 113, West Newbury.

Thursday, April 19 / 10:00 am–12:00 pm: rough Meadows
Meet at Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary off Route 1A in Rowley.

Adults must accompany children. Themes are subject to change. 
Preregistration is not required. Please dress for the weather with 
waterproof footwear.

April Vacation youth Excursion: 
Summits & Sea Creatures
Mount Agamenticus and Long Sands Beach, York, Maine

Date:  Friday, April 20 / 9:00 am–3:30 pm
Ages:  Youth ages 11–14
leader:  Kirsten Lindquist, Joppa Flats Camp Director and 
 Youth Education Coordinator

Cost:  $40 members, $45 nonmembers

Travel north with us to explore a mountaintop and the 
ocean in one day—it’s the best of both worlds! We’ll start at 
Long Sands Beach, where we’ll investigate the tide pools 
for marine life. Then, we’ll hike up Mount Agamenticus, 
where we’ll keep an eye out for plants and animals unique 
to mountain habitats, and for evidence of the glaciers that 
covered the area thousands of years ago. We promise lunch, 
raptor search, and games at the summit! The two-mile hike 
is a combination of gentle and moderately hilly terrain. 
This is a great mountain for beginners and is full of natural 
history interest for more experienced hikers.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring a water bottle and a 
nut-free lunch and snack. Please dress for the weather in layers, 
and wear sturdy, waterproof hiking boots. A health form for your 
child will accompany your registration confirmation and will need 
to be completed and submitted before the program starts.

See, Think, & Wonder Walk: 
Vernal pool Exploration
Amesbury Town Forest

Date:  Thursday, April 26 / 2:00–3:30 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 3–6
leader:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School and 
 Youth Education Coordinator
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers 

            children $6 members, $8 nonmembers 

 
In every kind of weather, our favorite thing to do is to head 
to our spectacular local habitats to see what’s new! We love 
to find things; think about colors, shapes, and patterns; 
and wonder why this place is a special home to wildlife. 
We’ll focus on the importance of a sense of place in a fun, 
energetic format that adults and children alike will enjoy.

Meet at Amesbury Town Forest.  Dress for the weather with warm 
layers and rain boots. Not recommended for siblings under 3. 
Children must be accompanied by adults. In case of inclement 
weather, this program will take place indoors at Joppa Flats.

Mother’s Day at the 
Bird Banding Station  
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newburyport

Date:  Sunday, May 13 / 9:30–11:30 am
Ages:  Families with children ages 6 and up
leaders:  Ben Flemer, Joppa Flats Banding Station Manager;   
 Lynette Leka, Joppa Flats Naturalist
Cost  adults $8 members, $10 nonmembers 

          children $5 members, $6 nonmembers 

The science of bird migration awaits you at the Joppa Flats 
Bird Banding Station on the Parker River National Wildlife 
Refuge. See Mass Audubon scientists capture, evaluate, and 
release migrant songbirds while you learn about migration 
and habitat use. Don’t miss this chance—the station 
operates only during the height of migration in spring (April 
and May) and fall (September and October). 

Meet at Joppa Flats. Children must be accompanied by adults. 
Bring binoculars and cameras. Please be prepared for the weather, 
and protect yourself against mosquitoes and ticks.

IBA

Birthday 
Parties  
at Joppa Flats
See page 19 for details

Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/joppaflats / 978-462-9998



leaders’ Choice Getaway
Somewhere in New England

Dates:  Thursday, January 18–Friday, January 19 (2 days)
leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Education and Science   
 Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP
Cost:  $295 members, $345 nonmembers

Deposit:  $100 (nonrefundable)

Join Dave and Dave for an adventure into the winter 
wonderland of New England. The goal of this two-day, one-
night trip is to seek out winter specialties. We will chase 
after rarities such as northern owls and rare gulls, of course, 
but our main focus is to find winter finches (pine grosbeaks, 
red and white-winged crossbills), redpolls, and Bohemian 
waxwings. Our destination will depend on the most recent 
reports. On previous trips, we have seen a northern hawk 
owl, evening grosbeaks, Bohemian waxwings, snow 
buntings, gray jays, white-winged crossbills, and much 
more! We promise fun, a place to sleep, and some great 
birds.

Fees are for double occupancy. Final payment is due December 18. 
Trip details are determined a couple of days before departure and 
will be sent to all participants by email. Cancellations made within 
30 days of departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can 
fill your space. 

Arizona Winter raptor rapture,
& Other Special Winter Birds
Southern Arizona

Dates:  Friday, January 19–Friday, January 26 (8 days)
leaders:  Carol Decker, Ipswich River Sanctuary Director; 
 Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist 
Cost:  $1,795 members, $2,154 nonmembers

Deposit:  $100 (nonrefundable)

There’s still time to sign up for this terrific new winter 
birding trip to southern Arizona. We have been to Arizona 
in April for many sought-after specialty birds, and now 
it’s time to focus on birds mainly found in winter. Tucson 
temperatures can be chilly in the morning but delightfully 
warm by afternoon. We will be looking for such specialties 
as the ferruginous hawk, Harris’s hawk, prairie falcon, 
crested caracara, mountain plover, and chestnut-collared 
and McCown’s longspurs. A variety of flycatchers and 
sparrows will be in our focus as well as western resident 
birds. This area has so many great birding sites, and we will 
be scouring sagebrush habitat, eye-catching mountains, 
sod farms, vast grasslands, beautiful state parks, and 
watering holes to find all the specialty birds.

Please register at least six weeks in advance. Cancellations made 
within 30 days of departure cannot be refunded or credited unless 
we can fill your space. To request an itinerary or to register, call 
978-887-9264 or email ipswichriver@massaudubon.org. Please do 
not make your flight arrangements until you have checked with the 
trip leaders.
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Galápagos Cruise: 
Darwin’s Enchanted isles
Galápagos Islands, Ecuador

Dates:  Friday, February 16–Sunday, February 25 (10 days)
leaders:  Carol Decker, Ipswich River Sanctuary Director; 
 Local Guides

Cost:  $6,498 members and nonmembers*

A few spaces are still available to join Carol Decker and 
local guides on this once-in-a-lifetime trip to the Galapagos 
Islands.  The Galápagos Islands off the coast of South 
America are like nowhere else on earth. Because of the 
islands’ isolation in the Pacific Ocean, there is a wealth 
of animal and plant life found only here. You will have the 
chance to get up close with the planet’s most captivating 
and unique wildlife. Join us aboard the Evolution, a 
32-passenger ship, perfect for comfort and stability. The 
islands are a living laboratory of evolution. Charles Darwin 
visited in 1835, and his examination of the beaks of the 
Galápagos finches was instrumental in his formulating 
the theory of evolution. We will have great opportunities for 
hiking, snorkeling, and visiting the world-renowned Charles 
Darwin Research Station to observe giant Galápagos 
tortoises, endemic to the islands. 

*Prices begin at $6,498, depending on cabin choice. For a more 
detailed description and to view an itinerary, visit massaudubon.
org/travel. For more information or to register, please contact 
the Mass Audubon Tours office at 800-289-9504 or travel@
massaudubon.org. 

Birding Big Bend & West Texas
Western Texas

Dates:  Tuesday, May 1–Tuesday, May 8 (8 Days)
leaders:  Bill Gette, former Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 David Williams, BCP; Donna Cooper, BCP 
Cost:  $1,395 members, $1,495 nonmembers

Deposit: $400 (nonrefundable)

The skies are much bigger in Texas, the deserts drier, the 
rocks rockier—and the belt buckles are huge! During our 
birding and natural history excursion to the Lone Star 
State, we will visit three very productive birding areas. In the 
vicinity of El Paso, riparian habitats along the Rio Grande 
and at reservoirs provide habitat for a variety of wetland 
birds just adjacent to desert. The Davis Mountains farther 
southeast provide a wide diversity of habitats including 
riparian areas, arid grasslands, tree-dotted foothills, and 
heavily forested upland areas more than 5,000 feet in 
elevation. Big Bend National Park is a huge park containing 
1,200 square miles of Chihuahuan Desert! Within the park 
is an entire mountain range—the Chisos Mountains. Due to 
the size and diverse habitats of the park, its bird checklist 
contains more than 435 species. Top target birds for this 

trip include Montezuma quail, Colima warbler, black-capped 
vireo, common black-hawk, elf owl, cave swallow, greater 
roadrunner, and Lucifer hummingbird. We expect to see 
approximately 200 species of birds, some great mammals 
and herps, and the amazing scenery for which this area is 
famous.

The additional fee for a single-room supplement is $450. Please 
call for a detailed brochure. Final payment is due March 24. 
Trip materials will be sent upon receipt of final payment. If 
cancellations are made within 30 days of departure, payment 
cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your space. 

Spring passage at Cape May 
Cape May, New Jersey

Dates:  Friday, May 4–Monday, May 7 (4 days)
leaders:  Carol Decker, Ipswich River Sanctuary Director; 
 Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist 
Cost:  $865 members, $930 nonmembers
Deposit:  $100 (nonrefundable)

Cape May, New Jersey, located at the southern end of a 
long peninsula where the Delaware Bay joins the Atlantic 
Ocean, is an exciting area to visit during spring migration. 
Many migrating birds crossing the ocean rest and refuel 
here before continuing their journey north. For eons, 
shorebirds such as red knots, dunlins, ruddy turnstones, 
and sandpipers have come here in spring to feed on the 
horseshoe crab eggs laid on the narrow beaches. Springtime 
can be a symphony of sight and sound, with many birds 
moving through the area, while newly arrived breeding 
species set up their territories. Many of the birds breeding 
here are at the northern edge of their range, and we have a 
good chance of seeing prothonotary, worm-eating, hooded, 
Kentucky, and yellow-throated warblers; blue grosbeaks; 
Carolina chickadees; and summer tanagers. 

Heading south on day one, we will visit the 47,000-acre 
Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge (Brigantine) 
in Galloway, New Jersey, situated on the Atlantic Flyway. 
The nine-mile wildlife drive, which reopened in spring 
2017, following significant damage from Hurricane Sandy, 
provides viewing of shore– and wetland birds. The remainder 
of the weekend will be spent exploring the diverse habitats 
in and around Cape May County. We will bird at key 
migration stops such as Cape May Point State Park, Higbee 
Beach, and Belleplain State Forest. Whether you are a birder, 
photographer, or an all-around naturalist, this trip will prove 
to be a winner.

Fee includes: round-trip van transportation from Ipswich River 
Wildlife Sanctuary; motel accommodations (double occupancy) in 
Cape May; two picnic lunches; and field instruction. Other meals 
are not included. Single rooms are available for an additional fee. 
Please register at least six weeks in advance. Cancellations made 
within 30 days of departure cannot be refunded or credited unless 
we can fill your space. For an itinerary or more information, call 978-
887-9264 or email ipswichriver@massaudubon.org.
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Alaska: Birding Anchorage, 
the Kenai peninsula, & Nome
Southwestern Alaska

Dates:  Sunday, June 10–Monday, June 18 (9 Days)
leaders:  Bill Gette, former Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director 
Cost:  $3,600 members, $3,700 nonmembers

Deposit:  $500 (nonrefundable)

Alaska is an incredible wildlife viewing destination. Our 
itinerary includes visits to three areas that offer rich 
histories, majestic landscapes, diverse habitats, and 
a wide variety of birds, mammals, and wildflowers. In 
Anchorage, we’ll visit Spenard Crossing and Westchester 
Lagoon to see a variety of waterfowl, including red-necked 
grebes in breeding plumage; drive up Arctic Valley Road 
to explore a boreal forest; and take a leisurely walk along 
forest trails at the Campbell Creek Science Center to see 
breeding land birds. On the Kenai Peninsula, we’ll visit Tern 
Lake to see Arctic tern, red-throated loon, and a wonderful 
variety of wildflowers; stop at the Bear Creek Fish Weir to 
view American dipper and salmon swimming upstream 
to spawn; and take a cruise through Resurrection Bay and 
into Kenai Fjords National Park to see magnificent glaciers, 
many species of alcids, and marine mammals, including 
humpback whale and sea otter. On the Seward Peninsula at 
Nome, we’ll explore the three ‘‘roads to nowhere’’—Kougarok, 
Council, and Teller. We’ll devote an entire day to each 
road. Along Kougarok Road, we’ll look for Arctic warbler, 
bluethroat, and bristle-thighed curlew. Council Road, which 
passes through Safety Sound, offers excellent opportunities 
for viewing a large variety of muskox, Lapland longspur, and 
long-tailed and parasitic jaegers. Teller Road, which leads 73 
miles to the Inupiat village of Teller, is the best place to see 
willow ptarmigan, Pacific golden-plover, bar-tailed godwit, 
rough-legged hawk, short-eared owl, and northern wheatear. 
For information about the Pribilof Islands Extension to 
this trip (June 19–24), please see "Alaska: Pribilof Islands 
Extension." It is possible to sign up for the extension even if 
you aren’t going on this earlier trip.

The program fee includes ground transportation, lodging, the boat 
cruise into Resurrection Bay, and round-trip flights from Anchorage 
to Nome. Meals and personal items are not included. There is no 
single supplement available on this trip. Please call for a detailed 
brochure. Final payment is due April 7. Trip materials will be sent 
upon receipt of final payment. If cancellations are made within 60 
days of departure, payment cannot be refunded or credited unless 
we can fill your space.

Alaska: pribilof islands Extension
The Bering Sea

Dates:  Tuesday, June 19–Sunday, June 24 (6 Days)
leader:  Bill Gette, former Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director 
Cost:  $3,950 members, $4,050 nonmembers

Deposit:  $500 (nonrefundable)

The Pribilof Islands, located in the Bering Sea, 771 air miles 
west of Anchorage, are often referred to as the ‘‘Galapagos 
Islands of the North.’’ They get this title due to the islands’ 
similar volcanic origins and isolation from other land 
masses, and the abundance of wildlife, often seen in very 
close proximity. During our Pribilof Islands adventure, we 
will explore St. Paul Island, which is famous for its seabird 
nesting colonies. The steep cliffs along the western and 
southern coasts of the island provide nesting sites for 
thousands of seabirds. St. Paul also hosts huge rookeries 
of northern fur seals. St. Paul is an extraordinary place to 
watch and photograph wildlife. This trip is available with or 
without the earlier trip, ‘‘Alaska: Exploring Anchorage, the 
Kenai Peninsula, and Nome,’’ June 10—18, 2018. 

Round trip air transportation from Anchorage to St. Paul Island 
is included, as are lodging, meals, and guided tours on St. Paul 
Island. Meals, museum admissions, and other activities in the 
Anchorage area are not included. Single rooms are not available on 
this trip. Please call for a detailed brochure. Final payment is due 
April 7. Trip materials will be sent upon receipt of final payment. 
If cancellations are made within 60 days of departure, payment 
cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your space.

North Shore / Trips & Tours
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Machias Seal island 
& Eastern Maine
Northeastern Maine 

Dates:  Friday, June 29–Sunday, July 1 (3 Days)
leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director
Cost:  $625 members, $725 nonmembers

Deposit:  $200 (nonrefundable)

A trip to Machias Seal Island and eastern Maine during 
nesting season is a fantastic experience! During our 
program, we plan to visit Machias Seal Island, the Deblois 
Blueberry Barrens, Quoddy Head State Park, and many 
other sites in the Machias/Cutler area. On our 31 previous 
expeditions, we have seen a total of 202 species of birds 
and a variety of mammals. Machias Seal Island is noted 
as a nesting colony for seabirds including Atlantic puffins, 
common murres, and razorbills. The Deblois Blueberry 
Barrens, Quoddy Head, and the Cutler area are noted for a 
wide variety of land birds including the upland sandpiper, 
vesper sparrow, black-backed woodpecker, spruce grouse, 
boreal chickadee, and gray jay. Throughout our trip, we will 
have the opportunity to see and hear nesting warblers.

The additional fee for a single room is $200. Please call for a 
detailed brochure. Final payment is due May 29. Trip materials 
will be sent upon receipt of final payment. If cancellations are 
made within 30 days of departure, payment cannot be refunded or 
credited unless we can fill your space. 

puffins & peatlands
Downeast Maine
Cosponsor: South Shore Sanctuaries 

Dates:  Thursday, July 12–Sunday, July 15 (4 days)
leaders:  Carol Decker, Ipswich River Sanctuary Director; 
 Susan MacCallum, South Shore Sanctuaries Director
Cost:  $695 members, $760 nonmembers

Deposit:  $125 (nonrefundable)

Travel east of Frenchman Bay in Maine, and you will see 
a change in the woodlands and coastline. Spruce, fir, and 
tamarack become the dominant species; the ocean shore 
is rough and rocky; and extensive mudflats are exposed as 
a result of the 15- to 20-foot tides. This is Down East Maine! 
We’ll explore this unique ecology, including boreal forests, 
raised bogs, and an offshore seabird nesting colony. We’ll 
visit Machias Seal Island, 10 miles from the mainland, to 
view Atlantic puffins in their colorful breeding plumage, 
razorbills, nesting Arctic terns, and common murres. This is 
the spot to see and photograph Atlantic puffins up close. We 
will explore Cobscook Bay and Quoddy Head Light, scanning 
for seabirds, whales, and dolphins from the cliffs and ledges.

Fee includes motel accommodations (double occupancy), 
round-trip van transportation, boat trip, entrance fees, and field 

instruction. Single rooms available for additional fee. Participants 
must have a passport to enter Canada. For an itinerary, call 978-
887-9264 or email ipswichriver@massaudubon.org. Register 
at least six weeks in advance. Cancellations within 30 days of 
departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your 
space.

Monhegan island Weekend
Monhegan Island, Maine

Dates:  Friday, September 14–Sunday, September 16 (3 days)
leader:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher-Naturalist
Cost:  $530 members, $595 nonmembers
Deposit:  $75 (nonrefundable)

Enjoy a weekend of birding and naturalizing on this 
beautiful rockbound island. Located 10 miles off the coast 
of Maine, Monhegan is not only remote and enchanting, but 
also serves as a trap for migrant songbirds. It is ideal for 
exciting views of the fall migration. Hawks will be on their 
flight south, and in past years we’ve had incredible aerial 
displays from migrating falcons. We will explore a variety 
of habitats, including freshwater pond, coniferous forest, 
and rocky shoreline. Seals can be seen from the island, 
and sighting a whale is always possible. We’ll stay at the 
charming Monhegan House in the heart of the village.

Fee includes round-trip van transportation from the sanctuary 
to Port Clyde, a one-hour ferry trip to and from the island, lodging 
(double occupancy), most meals, and field instruction. For an 
itinerary, call 978-887-9264 or email ipswichriver@massaudubon.
org. Register at least six weeks in advance. Cancellations within 30 
days of departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill 
your space.

Birding the Olympic peninsula
Northwestern Washington

Date: September, 2018
leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science and Education   
 Coordinator; Susan Hardy, BCP

 Dates and prices to be announced

The Olympic Peninsula of northwestern Washington 
State is a scenic treasure, combining rich coastal waters, 
expanses of beaches and forests, snow-capped mountains, 
a temperate-zone rainforest, and great wildlife. Our fall trip 
is designed to cover several of these habitats so we can see 
a wide variety of birds on a grand tour. Among our target 
species will be sooty grouse, Pacific pelagic birds, red-
breasted sapsucker, Pacific-slope flycatcher, Hutton’s vireo, 
gray and Steller’s jays, common raven, violet-green swallow, 
chestnut-backed chickadee, American dipper, red crossbill, 
and a variety of western warblers, sparrows, and finches. 
We’ll visit Mount Rainier National Park and search for high-
altitude species. During our last three trips we saw a total of 
170 species of birds and 18 species of mammals. 
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G E N E r A l  i N F O r M AT i O N

Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary
87 Perkins Row, Topsfield, MA 01983 
978-887-9264 Office / 978-887-0875 Fax 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org

One of Mass Audubon’s largest sanctuaries, Ipswich River 
offers nearly 2,000 acres of land and more than 12 miles 
of interconnecting trails that invite you to explore forests, 
meadows, and wetlands. Mowed fields provide habitat 
for American woodcocks and eastern bluebirds, while 
the floodplain forests are resting and nesting sites for 
warblers and vireos. Canoe along eight miles of the Ipswich 
River, which meanders through the sanctuary, and camp 
on Perkins Island, a half-mile up the river. Members can 
rent canoes from May 1 through October 31. Members can 
also rent a small cabin that is conveniently located close 
to the sanctuary’s program facilities and sleeps four. In 
spring, listen for the chorus of American toads and pickerel 
frogs. In various seasons, watch for river otters, painted 
turtles, and great blue herons. View an active beaver lodge 
in Rockery Pond. Climb the drumlin and esker, landscape 
features created by a glacier 15,000 years ago. In winter, 
sap buckets fill the sugar grove, marking the season of our 
maple sugaring programs. Huge rocks and exotic trees and 
shrubs that were part of a former arboretum provide an 
adventurous walk along the Rockery Trail.

Office & Gift Shop Hours 
May 1–October 31 
Tues–Fri: 9:00 am–4:00 pm; 
Sat, Sun, & Mon holidays: 9:00 am–5:00 pm 
November 1–April 30
Tues–Sun, & Mon holidays: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

Trail Hours 
Tues–Sun, and Mon holidays from dawn to dusk 

Admission 
Admission free for members
adults $4 nonmembers
children (ages 2–12) $3 nonmembers 
seniors $3 nonmembers

More to Explore
For information about other North Shore wildlife 
sanctuaries including Cedar Pond, Eastern Point, 
Marblehead Neck, and Nahant Thicket, contact 
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary at 978-887-9264 or 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org.

For information about Rough Meadows Wildlife 
Sanctuary, please contact Joppa Flats Education 
Center at 978-462-9998 or
joppaflats@massaudubon.org

Joppa Flats Education Center 
One Plum Island Turnpike, Newburyport, MA 01950
978-462-9998 Office / 978-462-4143 Fax
joppaflats@massaudubon.org

Joppa Flats Education Center is located at the gateway to
one of the country’s most productive year-round wildlife
viewing areas—the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge
and the Plum Island estuary. Highlights for visitors are the
many species of birds that utilize the area’s extensive salt
marshes, mudflats, rivers, bays, and coastal waters. During
local area field trips, Joppa Flats program participants 
have recorded more than 300 species of birds, including 
bald eagle, snowy owl, and many warblers, shorebirds, and 
waterfowl. The visitor center overlooking the Merrimack 
River includes includes a children’s education room, a 
summertime marine touch tank, a conference center, a 
nature shop, butterfly gardens, and interpretive display.

Education Center Hours
Tues–Sun, & Mon holidays: 8:30 am–4:00 pm
Grounds: Open daily from dawn to dusk

Admission
Suggested donation: $2 for nonmembers

Endicott Wildlife Sanctuary
346 Grapevine Road, Wenham, MA 01984
978-927-1122 Office
endicott@massaudubon.org

This sanctuary comprises over 43 acres of mixed 
woodland, fields, and wetlands, and has a walking trail. 
Endicott offers a variety of volunteer opportunities and 
internships in education and ecological management. 
There are programs for teachers and students including
the Salt Marsh Science Project. Our programs for middle
and high school students focus on real science, with
real scientists and real issues. Coastal topics, invasive
species, and inquiry-based lessons are our specialty.
For more information about our school programs go to
massaudubon.org/endicott-school.

The Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary Nature Preschool
is located here. It offers programs for 3- to 5-year-olds in
nature-based emergent curriculum, creative classrooms,
outdoor play areas, and gardens.

ipswich river Nature preschool Office:
978-237-0108
kfirst@massaudubon.org



rEGiSTrATiON
Advance registration with full payment is required for all 
programs unless otherwise noted. You may call in advance 
to inquire about space availability, but we cannot hold a 
space for you until we have received your payment in full. 
Please register early as many programs fill quickly. If you 
are registering for a class and less than one week remains 
before the program begins, please call the sanctuary that 
is hosting the program to confirm space availability. If you 
are not a Mass Audubon member, you may join when you 
register and pay the member program fee.

THrEE EASy WAyS TO rEGiSTEr!

Online: Register online at massaudubon.org/catalog. 
(Please note: Some programs and trips do not take online 
registration. In these instances, please call the sanctuary 
that is hosting the program during business hours.)

By phone: Our staff will be happy to complete your 
registration by phone with credit card.

in person: Stop by the sanctuary that is hosting the 
program to register in person. (Please note: In-person 
registration should be done prior to the program start date 
to ensure space availability.)

rEGiSTrATiON CONFirMATiON 

Written confirmation is not sent for every program. If 
you would like to receive written confirmation, please let 
the sanctuary that is hosting the program know at the 
time of registration. You will be notified if a program is 
full and you have been added to a waitlist. Please read all 
correspondence carefully as it may contain important 
program information such as what to bring or wear,  
directions to a location, etc.

FillED prOGrAMS/WAiTliSTS

Most programs have minimum and maximum 
enrollments depending on the type of class and 
instructional techniques. Some programs have waitlists. 
If the program of your choice is full, you will be placed on 
a waitlist when there is one. If you do not wish to remain 
on the waitlist, please notify the wildlife sanctuary that is 
hosting the program and a refund will be issued. We will 
notify you at least 24 hours in advance of the program  
only if space becomes available. If space does not open up,  
you will receive a full refund within three weeks of the  
program date.

CANCEllATiON/rEFuND*

To receive a program refund if you no longer plan to attend, 
you must notify the sanctuary hosting the program at least 
one week prior to the first class. This policy does not apply 
to day camp programs or overnight trips. Each sanctuary 
reserves the right to change programs, schedules, and 
instructors or to cancel programs due to low enrollment. 
Please note that certain programs require a nonrefundable, 
nontransferable deposit. A full refund will be processed 
if the sanctuary cancels the program. Refunds require 
approximately three weeks for processing.

*For Joppa Flats’ program cancellation policy, please see details in 
the specific program’s online description and in your registration 
confirmation email.

iNClEMENT WEATHEr

Most programs are held rain or shine; please dress 
accordingly. We will do our best to notify you if the class is 
canceled or postponed due to the weather. If the weather is 
questionable and you have not heard from us, please call 
the sanctuary.

For programs that list a rain/storm date, we recommend 
that you hold the alternate date open. Refunds will not be 
issued if the class is switched to its alternate date and you 
are not able to attend. If no rain date is listed, we may try 
to reschedule the class. In this case, refunds will be issued 
if you cannot attend on the rescheduled date. If the class 
cannot be rescheduled you will receive a refund.

quESTiONS?
If you have additional questions about registration 
policies, or a particular program, please call the sanctuary 
that is hosting the program.
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208 South Great Road   
Lincoln, MA 01773

Mass Audubon protects 37,000 acres of land throughout 

Massachusetts, saving birds and other wildlife, and making  

nature accessible to all. As Massachusetts’ largest 

nature conservation nonprofit, we welcome more than 

a half million visitors a year to our wildlife sanctuaries 

and 20 nature centers. From inspiring hilltop views to 

breathtaking coastal landscapes, serene woods, and 

working farms, we believe in protecting our state’s natural 

treasures for wildlife and for all people—a vision shared in 

1896 by our founders, two extraordinary Boston women.

Today, Mass Audubon is a nationally recognized  

environmental education leader, offering thousands of 

camp, school, and adult programs that get over 225,000 

kids and adults outdoors every year. With more than 

125,000 members and supporters, we advocate on Beacon 

Hill and beyond, and conduct conservation research to  

preserve the natural heritage of our beautiful state for 

today’s and future generations. We welcome you to explore 

a nearby sanctuary, find inspiration, and get involved. Learn 

how at  massaudubon.org.


