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Habitat’s Border Threatened 
In densely settled communities like Belmont there are few 
real estate listings that attract interested buyers more than 
those that “abut conservation land.” Indeed, what could be 
more salable than backyard tranquility in perpetuity? Unfor-
tunately, as the perimeters of conservation lands become 
developed, the value of protected land for conservation pur-
poses (wildlife habitat, a quiet walk, 
scenic views) is diminished.  
 

The four largest tracts of conserva-
tion land in Belmont are Habitat (90 
acres on Belmont Hill), the Town of 
Belmont’s Lone Tree Hill reservation 
(119 acres of open space off Concord 
Avenue), Rock Meadow (70 acres, 
owned by the Town of Belmont), and 
Beaver Brook North Reservation (254 
acres, mostly in Lexington and  
Waltham, maintained by the  
Massachusetts Division of Conserva-
tion and Recreation). Each of these 
reservations have distinctive historical and natural  
features, but also collective value as elements of a 1,000 acre 
ring of linked open space in Belmont, Lexington, and  
Waltham known as the Western Greenway. 
 

Currently, a Marsh Street property owner is seeking permis-
sion from the Belmont Board of Survey to build a road 
through his 6.86 acre property. This new road would enable a 
subdivision into six lots with construction of five new homes.  
 

Approximately 635 feet of the Marsh Street proposal borders 
Habitat. The construction of homes near that border would 
destroy essential wildlife habitat by removing a relatively rare 
wet forest which drains into the sanctuary and is a headwater 
of the Mystic River. The construction site contains two certi-
fied vernal pools and a large wetland that is likely a vernal 
pool. It is a haven for the wildlife many of us observe and 
enjoy at Habitat: great horned owls and hawks nest here, and 
coyotes, fisher, fox, deer, mink, weasels, skunks, raccoons, 
and terrestrial box turtles roam, feed, and reproduce here. 

More generally, private open space adjacent to Habitat’s 90 
acres is of greater conservation value than similar land would 
be as isolated parcels. Habitat loss is a primary driving factor 
in the loss of wildlife and there is a positive correlation be-
tween habitat size and survival… For wildlife, bigger is always 
better. 

In addition to conservation value, 
the adjacent private land contrib-
utes to the peacefulness and beau-
ty that visitors enjoy. In particular, 
as you walk the Border Trail from 
Highland Farm toward Turtle Pond 
or the Belmont Hill School, some of 
the land to your left belongs to 
Habitat, but most of it is privately 
owned by Marsh Street residents. 
You don’t see the border because, 
currently, the private forest looks 
and functions exactly the same as 
the land at Habitat. New houses 
would lessen the sense of isolation 

that makes Habitat a refuge for wildlife and people. 
 

There are three other properties along 178 Marsh Street that 
similarly have limited frontage with big back yards abutting 
Habitat. Those properties may become developable if new 
dead end roads off Marsh Street are allowed. Thus a decision 
on the current proposal has potential implications for other  
neighboring properties. 
 

Since 2006, four new houses have been built on previously 
open space adjacent to Habitat, and five homes bordering 
the sanctuary have been torn down and replaced with six 
substantially larger structures. 
 

If you would like continuing updates on our efforts to protect 
Habitat’s border and learn what you can do to help, visit  
massaudubon.org/helphabitat 
 

Article adapted from an essay written by Vincent Stanton, Jr. and 
Roger Wrubel, and published in the Belmont Citizen Forum News-
letter, Sept. 2016.  
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Announcements & Events 

Chenery Courtyard Garden Gala! 
 

Date: TBD, 5:00-6:30 pm in the Courtyard  
Gardens, Chenery Middle School, Belmont 
 

Experience the creativity inspired by Chenery’s courtyard 
gardens. The Courtyard Garden Project, a joint effort be-
tween HIP and Chenery Middle School, has rebuilt and revi-
talized the gardens with 
native plants and enjoy-
able spaces. Come enjoy 
the beautiful gardens 
and listen to music by 
Chenery students and 
the Belleaires – Beech 
Street seniors’ singing 
ensemble. 

 

February 
Jennifer Houle 
Mixed media 

 

March 
Sirarpi Heghinian Walzer  

Oil paintings 
 

April 
Diane Morse and Emily Morse  

Acrylics and oils 
 

May 
Nan Rumpf 
Watercolors 

 

June 
Karen Ann Sullivan 

Photography 
 

July 
Bill Betcher 

Photography 
 

August 
Gwen Chasan and Anne Briggs 

Acrylics and watercolors 

 

 

A 

R 

T 

 

G 

A 

L 

L 

E 

R 

Y 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, May 6th 
 

Herb Sale 

9:00 am-1:00 pm 

Goat Gala 

1:00-3:00 pm 
 

Come for the herbs, stay for the goats! 

Audio Tour Added 
Mass Audubon set a goal of having a nature trail that meets 
the American Disabilities Act standards for universal accessi-
bility, known as “All Persons Trails,” at all staffed sanctuar-
ies. In May 2014, Habitat became the eleventh sanctuary 
with an All Persons Trail. Our trail is a half mile beginning at 
the kiosk in the parking lot, passing through forest, meadows, 
and along Turtle Pond. It has been a significant addition to 
the sanctuary enabling more visitors to get out and enjoy 
nature at Habitat. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recently we created an audio tour designed to assist visually 
impaired visitors in navigating the trail semi-independently. 
Suggestions were offered by a group of blind and mobility 
impaired volunteers. The tour has nine stops providing infor-
mation on the natural and cultural history of Habitat and 
New England. It should be informative for all. The script in-
cludes songs of birds you might encounter at Habitat and a 
sculpture station at the Turtle Pond boardwalk. The script can 
be accessed via a phone number listed at each stop post, or 
via a printed braille script available at the visitor center. We 
have an audio player for loan if one does not use a cell 
phone. Creation of the tour was supported by a Department 
of Conservation and Recreation’s Trails Improvement grant. 
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Spend your school vacation at Habitat, exploring and learning about nature 
through the seasons. We offer programs for children in grades K-6, for February, 
March and April school vacation weeks. Under the supervision of staff instructors, 
participants engage in environmental education activities, games, arts and crafts, 
and scientific experiments that focus on seasonal natural history. Participants 
spend at least half of each day outdoors except during extremely cold or stormy 
weather. Participants will receive additional information upon registration. 

February! (Participants may sign up for 1-4 days of programming.) 
 

For grades K-3 
Tuesday, February 21—Creature Features 
From nose to toes, animals are adapted for survival. Learn how they use camouflage, poison, talons and much more to keep 
from becoming something else’s dinner and to survive the cold of winter.   
 

Wednesday, February 22—From Birch Bark to Bucket 
Have you ever wondered what Habitat looked like 100 years ago? Uncover the hidden history of our landscape and how it has 
changed. Take a peek at maple sugaring through the ages and taste some sweet sap! 
 

Thursday, February 23—In the Sky 
Day and night—winter, spring, summer and fall. See how the sun’s energy affects people, plants, animals, and the seasons. 
Learn to recognize the phases of the moon and its many names. Sit back and watch a cloud or two.  

 

Friday, February 24—MOVE! 
Hopping, galloping, climbing, flying. Animals travel in many different ways. Discover who is light on their toes and whose feet 
don’t even touch the ground! 
 

For grades 4-6 
Adventurers 
Imagine you are stranded on an icecap in the Arctic. How would you survive? Through hands-on activities and hikes, learn  
about winter survival, including how to dress for the weather, how to deal with emergencies, and how to find your way. 

March! (Participants may sign up for 1-4 days.) 
 

March Exploration Week is designed for children attending pri-
vate schools or who are home-schooled. 
 

For grades K-6 
Tuesday, March 21—Creature Features 
From nose to toes, animals are adapted for survival. Learn how 
they use camouflage, poison, talons and much more to keep 
from becoming something else’s dinner and to survive the cold 
of winter.  
 

Wednesday, March 22—From Birch Bark to Bucket 
Have you ever wondered what Habitat looked like 100 years 
ago? Uncover the hidden history of our landscape and how it 
has changed. Take a peek at maple sugaring through the ages 
and taste some sweet sap! 
 

Thursday, March 23—In the Sky 
Day and night—winter, spring, summer and fall. See how the 
sun’s energy affects people, plants, animals, and the seasons. 
Learn to recognize the phases of the moon and its many 
names. Sit back and watch a cloud or two. 

 

Friday, March 24—MOVE! 
Hopping, galloping, climbing, flying. Animals travel in many 
different ways. Discover who is light on their toes and whose 
feet don’t even touch the ground! 

April! (Participants may sign up for 1-4 days.) 
 

For grades K-3 
Tuesday, April 18—Lifetimes 
Mighty oaks from little acorns grow! Learn how some organ-
isms change dramatically during their life, then continue to 
be useful after they have died. 
 

Wednesday, April 19—Animal Architects 
From spider webs to beehives, bird nests to beaver dams, 
observe how animals shape the world around them as part of 
nature’s construction crew. 
 

Thursday, April 20—Night Critters 
Why do owls and bats hunt at night? Why do fireflies flash 
their lights? Encounter the amazing world of nocturnal ani-
mals and how they hunt, hide and ramble about in the dark. 
 

Friday, April 21—Earth Connections 
Grass, rabbit, fox, fungus, rock, human, ant. We are all 
strands in a complex web of life. Learn about the roles that 
living and non-living things play in keeping nature in balance. 
 

For grades 4-6 
Adventurers 
To Habitat and beyond! Unlock the secrets of spring, while 
learning outdoor skills and teambuilding. Spend the day  
exploring Habitat and nearby conservation land. 

Time:  9:00 am to 3:30 pm, daily 
Fee:  $78M/$98NM per day 

Vacation Week Programs 
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We have openings in several of our  

Preschool and Homeschool programs. 

See page 8 for details.

Afterschool Programs 

5 DATES Coyote Club 
Ann Wynne and Chris Casolaro 
Ages: 5 (must have been 5 by Sep. ‘16) - 10 years old 
Session 1: Wednesday, February 1, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Session 2: Wednesday, March 1, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Session 3: Wednesday, April 5, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Session 4: Wednesday, May 3, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Session 5: Wednesday, June 7, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Fee: $15M/$18NM per child, per session 
Come outside and play! This afterschool program helps chil-
dren expend pent up energy, become familiar with the sanc-
tuary, problem-solve and learn to work together. There is no 
set topic; the curriculum is determined by what is happening 
on the property. We’ll start with a story before grouping by 
approximate age and begin our adventure! Meet in the log 
circle - the program is held entirely outdoors.  

Making Tools for the Garden 
Chadine Ford and Barbara Tarrh 
Ages: 5 (must have been 5 by Sep. ‘16) - 9 years old 
Date: Wednesday, May 24, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Fee: $15M/$18NM per child 
What tools did indigenous people use to plant their gardens? 
And, how did they keep pests from destroying their crops? 
Join Chadine and Barbara as we create these tools, plant a 
garden, and find ways to keep the pests away. When our 
work is done, we will take a hike and play some games en-
joyed by people long before you were born!    

Science Stuff Series! 
Naomi Lev 
Ages: 6 (must have been 6 by Sep. ‘16) - 10 years old 
Sticky Stuff: Wednesday, March 8, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Stretchy Stuff: Wednesday, March 15, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Fee: $15M/$18NM per child, per session 
We need your help with some special science stuff. And we 
mean STUFF! In our first class we’ll experiment with glues 
handmade from household items like milk and cornstarch.  
In our second meeting we’ll stretch our imaginations and 
explore elasticity through dough, taffy, and building our own 
balloon-powered rockets. Sign up for one or both! Please 
inquire for any allergy concerns. Majority of program takes 
place indoors.  

4 DATES 

 

Afterschool Cooking Club 
Chris Casolaro 
Ages: 7 (must have been 7 by Sep. ‘16) - 11 years old 
Session 1: Wednesday, March 29, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Session 2: Wednesday, April 12, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Session 3: Wednesday, April 26, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Session 4: Wednesday, May 10, 3:30-5:00 pm 
Fee: $18M/$22NM per child, per session 
A cooking class at Habitat?! We’re excited to offer this new 
series of afterschool classes focusing on menu choices select-
ed by what is seasonally growing at the sanctuary and locally 
in New England. A part of each class will be spent discussing 
ingredients, working in the garden, planning the recipe, bak-
ing, frying, mixing, boiling, steaming, chilling, drying, rolling, 
seasoning, and anything else needed, before finally eating! 
Sign up for all 4 classes or choose the weeks that work best 
for you. Feel free to contact us for upcoming food themes, 
and with any allergy–related questions. Each class will have 
an indoor and outdoor section so prepare for the weath-
er. Space is limited. Begins indoors. 

The Caterpillar Project 
Suzanne Lefebvre 
Ages: 8 (must have been 8 by Sep. ‘16) - 12 years old 
Dates: Tuesday, May 16,  3:30-5:00 pm  
& Wednesday, May 17,  3:30-5:00 pm 
Fee: $30M/$36NM per child 
Our goal is to find and identify active caterpillars on the sanc-
tuary. Help us gather data on Little Wood Satyrs, Common 
Ringlets, Spring Azures, Painted Ladies, and other caterpillars 
spotted at this time of year. We’ll search for Eastern Tent 
caterpillars whose numbers have decreased over the years at 
Habitat. This will be a prime time of year for Winter Moths 
so we’ll investigate their numbers and their impact on Habi-
tat’s forests. We’ll discuss life cycles, behavior, diet, and de-
fense strategies of these sometimes brightly-colored, some-
times well camouflaged staples of spring. Starts indoors. 

2 DAY PROGRAM 

2 DATES 

Animals & Art: Mosaics and More 
Elissa Warner 
Ages: 6 (must have been 6 by Sep. ‘16) - 10 years old 
Date: Wednesday, May 31,  3:30-5:00 pm 
Fee: $15M/$18NM per child 
Mosaics can be created from supplies including tiles, rocks, 
papers, natural plant materials, and beads. We’ll put our 
spatial skills to use as we create nature art. There will also be 
a live animal to inspire us! Elissa will focus on basic tech-
niques while encouraging fun and discovery. In addition to 
mosaics there will be watercolors, oil pastels, and mixed me-
dia to choose from. Express yourself! Postponed from an 
earlier date in December. 
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Get Your Goat On! 
 

Habitat’s herd of goats are coming to a program  

near you. See pages 6 &13 for family goat programs. 

Curious Explorers 
Jan Ford and Edie Engel 
Ages: 2-3 years old with adult partner 
Session 1: Tuesday, March 21, 10:00-11:00 am 
Session 2: Tuesday, April 11, 10:00-11:00 am 
Session 3: Tuesday, May 9, 10:00-11:00 am 
Session 4: Tuesday, June 6, 10:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $5M/$6NM for each child or adult 
Everything is new for two year olds - the melting snow is 
magical; squirrels are exciting; birdsong is amazing. Bring 
your little one out for a spring walk around Habitat and see 
the world through new eyes. Meet at the log circle. 

Family Programs 

Going to the Maple Tree 
Jill Tapper 
Ages: Children 5 and under with adult partner 
Session 1: Tuesday, March 14, 10:00-11:00 am 
Session 2: Thursday, March 16, 10:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult, per session 
Join Jill for a maple syrup adventure! It’s the time of the year 
when sap is running and we’ll get the chance to visit a tree 
and taste the sap. We’ll also do some maple leaf rubbings 
and hear a sugaring story! Meet at the log circle. 

Going to Find Some Mud 
Jill Tapper 
Ages: Children 5 and under with adult partner 
Date: Tuesday, April 4, 10:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult 
Mud season is that wonderfully squishy time of year  
between winter and spring when melting snow uncovers 
mountains and mole hills of marvelous mud! Jill will need 
your help finding the muddiest spots at Habitat! Wear your 
boots! Meet at the log circle. 

HIP Morning Bird Walks     
Jonathan Layman & Habitat Staff 
Ages: All ages 
Walk #1: Saturday, February 25, 8:30-10:00 am 
Walk #2: Sunday, March 26, 8:30-10:00 am 
Walk #3: Saturday, April 22, 8:30-10:00 am 
Walk #4: Sunday, May 28, 8:30-10:00 am 
Walk #5: Saturday, June 24, 8:30-10:00am 
Fee: FREE, registration not required. 
Birders and non-birders of all ages and skill levels are invited 
to join us for five bird walks around Habitat. We will look for 
signs of migrating spring species, mating behaviors and nest 
building. Be ready for surprises. Binoculars available. Meet at 
the Visitors Center. 

5 DATES 

Night Walk (Under The Crescent Moon) 
Boot Boutwell 
Ages: 8+ with an adult partner & adults without children 
Date: Saturday, April 1, 7:00-9:00 pm 
Fee: $8M/$10NM for each child or adult 
Habitat is terrific during the day, but you should “see” it at 
night! Join Boot for a night hike and discover Habitat “after 
hours.” The early spring air will be the perfect backdrop as 
we visit the pond, make our way through wooded trails, and 
spend time in the meadow looking up at the night sky with a 
Crescent Moon amid the light of the stars. We’ll begin in-
doors with a night poem that will set the tone for our ven-
ture out into the evening air. Perhaps we’ll be able to see 
“The Old Moon in the New Moon’s arms”! Flashlights are 
welcome but will be used as little as possible. Cosponsored 
with Belmont Community Education. 

2 DATES 

Sugaring Celebration 
Dan McCullough & Habitat staff 
Ages: All ages 
Session 1: Saturday, March 11, 10:00 am-noon 
Session 2: Saturday, March 11, 1:00-3:00 pm 
Fee: $8M/$10NM for each child or adult 
A Habitat tradition! Bring the kids and grandparents and 
learn how maple syrup is made from sugar maple trees.  
We’ll try our hand at a few sugaring activities, hear stories, 
and visit a few places on the property including our tapped 
sugar trees. We’ll boil down a little of our sap to taste!  
Starts inside. 

4 DATES 

2 DATES 

Bubble Time 
Chadine Ford 
Ages: Children 5 and under with adult partner 
Date: Tuesday, April 25, 10:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult 
Did you know fish, frogs, moles, and spittlebugs use bub-
bles in interesting ways? We will make a special bubble 
brew and some bubbles of our own (can we make square 
bubbles??), play some games and create bubble art. Join us 
for a POPPING good time! 
 

The Eyes Have It 
Sonja Kenny 
Ages: Children 5 and under with adult partner 
Date: Tuesday, March 28, 10:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult 
It’s the beginning of spring and many animals are beginning 
to return or emerge from their winter homes. How many will 
we see? Some will be low, some will be high— some will be 
bright, some will try to hide using colors on their body, so 
we’ll need to use our best seeing skills!  
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Going to the Flower Garden 
Jill Tapper 
Ages: Children 5 and under with adult partner 
Date: Tuesday, May 2, 10:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult 
It’s almost summer and a great time to see beautiful flowers 
in bloom. Let’s see how many different colors we can 
find! We’ll walk to Habitat’s special flower gardens and do a 
few fun flower activities. Meet at the log circle. 

Fireflies Are Fun 
Lolly Bennett, Florence DiTirro and Bonnie Neggers 
Ages: 3 and up with an adult partner 
Date: Tuesday, June 27, 8:15-9:45 pm 
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult 
Fireflies are a natural joy of summer. We’ll first learn about 
them indoors then search for fireflies outside on the sanctu-
ary. We suggest wearing long sleeves, long pants and a hat 
for mosquitoes. Take a nap in the afternoon—we’ll be out 
late! Bring a flashlight and bugspray. Starts inside. Rain Date: 
Wednesday, June 28. 

Fantastic Frogs 
Chadine Ford 
Ages: Children 5 and under with adult partner 
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 10:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult 
It’s not easy being green (or blue, yellow, brown, or black). 
Frogs come in many colors and sizes! Come find out about 
the kinds we have living here at Habitat. We’ll look for frogs 
and other animals that hang out in the pond. Wear water-
proof boots. Meet at the log circle. 

 
Rock This Way 
Sonja Kenny 
Ages: Children 5 and under with adult partner 
Date: Tuesday, May 30, 10:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult 
Rocks come in all sizes at Habitat. We’ll need you to help us 
find little ones and BIG ones! Out in the woods there are 
even stone walls where chipmunks like to hide. We’ll also 
visit one of the largest rocks at Habitat! Is it bigger than you? 

Plant Uses, Tales and Legends 
Boot Boutwell 
Ages: Children 10 and up with adult partner 
Date: Saturday, May 20, 9:30 am-noon 
Fee: $20M/$25NM for each child or adult 
Spring is here and so are the flowers, which is why the full 
moon in May is known as The Full Flower Moon. We’ll take 
a stroll through Arlington’s Great Meadows looking for 
plants that are in flower as well as some neat plants that 
are waiting to flower. We’ll learn how to ID these plants 
and focus on fun and interesting natural history. We’ll dis-
cuss how these plants have been used historically by colo-
nial and Native Americans and how they are used today. 
We’ll consider some interesting tales and legends about 
the plants we find including one that has been used for a 
cough remedy and another which the Chippewa used as a 
remedy for craziness. Meeting location and itinerary 
emailed prior to program. Cosponsored with Arlington 
Community Education. 

Family Programs (continued) 

 

5th Annual Goat Gala 
Saturday, May 6  1:00-3:00 pm 

Free for all ages 
 

Get your goat on by interacting with and learning about 
our friendly herd of Nigerian Dwarf Goats. Bring your 
kids to meet our kids, does, and wethers. Join in games, 
entertainment, and raffles, and sample goat-related 
products. Learn how the goats help out at Habitat, and 
how you can help out the goats. Great photo opportuni-
ties. Did someone say “goat selfies?” 

Boxes and Binoculars 
Chris Casolaro and Dan McCullough 
Ages: 8 and up with an adult partner 
Date: Saturday, June 3, 7:00-9:00 am 
Fee: $8M/$10NM for each child or adult 
This is a great time of year to visit the Habitat meadows and 
record which birds have built nests and laid eggs. We’ll get 
up close with some of the birds including tree swallows, blue-
birds, house wrens, and chickadees. Help us see how our 
attempts to keep house sparrows at bay are working. After 
examining the boxes and identifying the species, we’ll take a 
walk to see what other birds might be around. 

Going to See the Goats 
Jill Tapper 
Ages: Children 5 and under with adult partner 
Session 1: Tuesday, May 23, 10:00-11:00 am 
Session 2: Thursday, May 25, 10:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $6M/$8NM per session for each child or adult 
Visit a herd of goats up close! See these friendly and funny 
animals as they help keep the meadows free of invasive 
plants. We’ll hear a special story before we visit them. 
Maaaaah! Meet at the log circle. 

Celebrate the Summer Solstice 
Boot Boutwell 
Ages: Children 10 and up with adult partner 
Date: Saturday, June 17, 9:30 am-noon 
Fee: $20M/$25NM for each child or adult 
The summer solstice marks the longest day of the year -
when the midday sun reaches its highest point. The solstice 
occurs this year on June 21st, so we’ll anticipate the season 
with a festive walk. We’ll focus on plant ID as well as fun and 
interesting natural history about past and present uses as 
well as legends about the plants we see. Come celebrate the 
season with poetry, lore, and the beauty of the solstice. Co-
sponsored with Arlington Community Education. 

2 DATES 
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Register for programs online 
www.massaudubon/habitat 

A Night at the Pond 
Sarah Huber and Erika Whitworth 
Ages: 5 and up with an adult partner 
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 6:15-8:15 pm 
Fee: $8M/$10NM for each child or adult 
August is a great time to visit the Habitat ponds. Join Erika 
and Sarah as we explore the ponds to see what wildlife 
awaits us. We'll bring our ponding gear and nets to see what 
you can catch. Then we can take a closer look at our collec-
tion of strange and wonderful water creatures and learn a bit 
about them. Bring boots and bugspray. Rain Date:  
Wednesday, August 23. 

Ice Cream & Insects 
Barbara Bates and Florence DiTirro 
Ages: All ages 
Date: Tuesday, August 8, 6:15-7:45 pm  
Fee: $7M/$9NM for each child or adult 
Before heading out on a bug treasure hunt to sweep-net in 
Habitat’s meadow to see what wonderful creatures live 
there, we’ll have a cold treat of ice cream! We’ll listen for 
cicadas and crickets, look for grasshoppers and spiders, and 
see how many different kinds of beetles we can find. Bring 
bugspray. Rain Date: Wednesday, August 9. 

Summer Camp 2017 Info 

With a hint of winter in the air, we have started thinking 
about summer! Habitat’s 2017 Summer Camp brochure is 
now available on our website:  
 

http://www.massaudubon.org/get-outdoors/wildlife-
sanctuaries/habitat/camp 
 

Summer camp registrations are by lottery and may be mailed 
or dropped off at the sanctuary. All registrations must be 
received by 4:00 pm on Monday, January 16, 2017 to be in-
cluded in the lottery.   
  

Please use the camp registration form in the camp brochure 
and return it separately from any public program registra-
tions. We ask that you fill out a separate registration for each 
child, but you may place registrations from the same family 
in the same envelope. Registration requires a deposit of $50 
for one-week and Leader in Training (LIT) programs and $100 
for two-week programs. All deposits are nonrefundable and 
non-transferable.   
 

A confirmation email will be sent once your camper’s regis-
tration has been processed. We strongly encourage you to 
include “second choices” as it greatly increases the chance of 
your child receiving a space. If the session you choose is full, 
you will be placed on a waitlist. You will receive an email 
confirming your placement on a waitlist and your deposit 
check will not be destroyed. 
  
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward 
to another wonderful summer camp season. 

 
 
Summer Staff Housing Needed 
 

Each year, Habitat Education Center 
and Wildlife Sanctuary hires several 
out-of-state instructors who need a 
place to live for the summer while 
they work at our summer camp. If 
you need a house-sitter or have 
separate room with some shared 
facilities, we are seeking donations in the form of housing for 
these instructors. Housing will be needed from mid-June 
through the end of August and instructors would be able to 
pay a small sum in rent or exchange of services. Please con-
tact Jane Higgins, Camp Director, at (617) 489-5050, ext. 
7203.  

Night Fliers 
Florence DiTirro and Barbara Bates 
Ages: 5 and up with an adult partner 
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 7:30-9:00 pm  
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult 
The night sky is alive with the beating of bat and moth 
wings… Using a few tricks we’ll get a glimpse into this secret 
nocturnal world. Habitat is a special place at night. Come see, 
and hear, what the darkness has to offer. Bring bugspray. 
Rain Date: Wednesday, July 26. 

Bone by Bone: Comparing Animal Skeletons 
Author Event with Sara Levine 
Ages: 6 and up with an adult partner 
Date: Tuesday, July 11, 6:30-8:00 pm  
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult 
What animal would you be if your finger bones grew so long 
that they reached your feet? Or what if you had no leg bones 
but kept your arm bones? Come learn how our skeletons are 
like and unlike those of other animals with author, Sara Lev-
ine. In addition to the reading, there will be hands-on activi-
ties including putting together a human skeleton and a 
chance to examine bones from a giraffe, a bat, a dog, a dol-
phin and a snake. Copies of Bone by Bone: Comparing Animal 
Skeletons and Tooth by Tooth: Comparing Fangs, Tusks, and 
Chompers will be available for sale and signing. After a close-
up look at bones, we'll take a short walk and see what the 
summer night has in store for us.  

http://www.massaudubon.org/get-outdoors/wildlife-sanctuaries/habitat/camp
http://www.massaudubon.org/get-outdoors/wildlife-sanctuaries/habitat/camp
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Weekly Programs 

Preschool Naturalists (current school year) 
This is a drop-off class where your child can explore the 
world of Habitat one day a week all season long. The class 
begins indoors with topic-related activities and an animal 
visitor. A circle and snack time will prepare us for our daily 
outdoor adventures. We currently have openings. 
 

Session 1:  (For children age 4 by September 2016) 
Dates: 18 Tuesdays,  9:30-noon  
Fee: $675 for the remainder of the year 
 

Session 2:  (For children age 3 by September 2016) 
Dates: 18 Wednesdays,  10:00-noon 
Fee: $540 for the remainder of the year   
 

Session 3:  (For children age 3 by September 2016) 
Dates: 18 Thursdays,  10:00-noon  
Fee: $540 for the remainder of the year   
 

Session 4:  (For children age 4 by September 2016) 
Dates: 18 Fridays,  9:30-noon 
Fee: Friday session is currently full 
 

Session 5:  (For children age 4 by September 2016) 
Dates: 18 Wednesdays,  1:00-3:30 pm 
Fee: $675 for the remainder of the year 

Home School Naturalists (current year)                                                        
Winter and spring offer educational seasonal events to 
experience. Class will not meet the weeks of: February 20, 
March 20, and April 17.  Fee: $400 

 

Session 1: (For children ages 6-7 by Fall 2016)  
Chris Casolaro 
Dates: 16 Wednesdays, Jan. 4-May 10,  10:00-noon 
 

Session 2: (For children ages 8-9 by Fall 2016) 
Barbara Tarrh  
Dates: 16 Tuesdays, Jan. 3-May 9,  10:00-noon 
 

Session 3: (For children ages 10-11 by Fall 2016) 
Boot Boutwell 
Dates: 16 Thursdays, Jan. 5-May 11, 9:30-11:30 am 
 

Home School @Habitat 
For children ages 12-13 by Fall 2016 
All units taught by Dan McCullough 
 

This program is a series of 2-4 week units on a variety of 
topics throughout the year. Each two-hour class will spend 
time inside and out exploring the natural world.  
 

It’s All Greek (and Latin) to Me 
Dates: 4 Fridays, Jan. 20, 27, Feb. 3, 10,  10:00-noon 
Fee: $100, Unit is currently full 
We’ll look at the taxonomical classifications and scientific 
names given to living things. The study of a word’s  
etymology can turn up a lot of interesting information. You 
may know more than you think you do!  
 

The Invaders 
Dates: 3 Fridays, Mar 3, 10, 17,  10:00-noon 
Fee: $75 
From purple loosestrife to house sparrows, New England 
has its share of invasive species. We’ll get up close with 
many of these going back as far as the 1600’s to look at 
their history as well as which ones we have at Habitat. 
 

Map, Compass & GPS 
Dates: 3 Fridays, Mar 31, Apr 7, 14,  10:00-noon 
Fee: $75, Unit is currently full 
Getting around is easy if you have the right tools. We’ll ex-
plore old, and new, ways of getting to where we want. 
There’ll be maps to figure out, clues to solve, and a hidden 
letterbox to find. 
 

Redbacks & Leadbacks 
Dates: 3 Fridays, Apr 28, May 5, 12,  10:00-noon 
Fee: $75, Unit is currently full 
The Red backed salamander is the most common amphibi-
an at Habitat… when you can find one! We’ll study their life 
cycle, behavior, and anatomy. Using collected data, we’ll 
make predictions as to their population numbers. 

Mass Audubon membership is required for all weekly programs. 

Home School & Jr. Naturalists for 2017-2018 
Registration is accepted on a first-come / first-enrolled  
basis when an announcement is posted to our website in 
early August: massaudubon.org/habitat 

Junior Naturalists  
For children age 5 by December 31, 2016 
Erika Whitworth 
Dates: 16 Thursdays, Jan 5–May 11, 1:00-3:00pm 
Fee: $400 
Erika is looking for 5-year-olds who love to play and explore 
and learn outside. Slugs in the garden, tracks in the snow, 
lots to discover in the vernal pool and beyond! Come spend 
one afternoon a week learning about our natural world and 
have a great time doing it! Program is designed for children 
who missed the kindergarten cut-off or who are being  
homeschooled. Class will not meet 2/23, 3/23 & 4/20. 

Tuesday Naturalists  
For children age 5-8 by September, 2016 
Erika Whitworth and Bonnie Neggers 
Dates: 18 Tuesdays, Jan 3–May 23, 1:30-3:30pm 
Fee: $450 
Spend an afternoon a week exploring the seasonal changes 
on the property. Each week we’ll add entries to our journals, 
recording our scientific observations. Program is designed for 
children who are being homeschooled or who have early re-
leases on Tuesday afternoons. Class will not meet 2/21, 3/21 
& 4/18. 
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Registration for 2017-2018       
Preschool Naturalists  

Preschool Naturalists / 2017 Registration Form 
Make check/s out to Mass Audubon/Habitat.   Mail to 10 Juniper Rd. Belmont, MA 02478. 
 

Adult’s Name:   ___________________________________________________  

Address:  ________________________________________________________  

City:  _____________________________________  Zip:  ________________  

Phone (day):  ______________________  (night)  _______________________  

E-mail Address:  __________________________________________________  
 

Child’s Name: ___________________________________ Gender: _____ Age: _____ Date of Birth:____________________ 

 
 

                                 3 Year-old Programs 

My first choice is:      _____  Wednesday               _____  Thursday 

My second choice is: _____  Wednesday               _____  Thursday                           _____  no second choice 

  

                                 4 Year-old Programs 

My first choice is:      _____  Tuesday                    _____  Wednesday pm                 _____  Friday     

My second choice is: _____  Tuesday                    _____  Wednesday pm                  _____  Friday              _____  no second choice 

My third choice is:     _____  Tuesday                    _____  Wednesday pm                 _____  Friday              _____   no third choice 

 
 

      Mass Audubon membership payment enclosed (separate check of $65 if not a member): $ _________  
  

 Registration Fee ($150): $ _________  

  

 Total Enclosed: $ _________  

Information 
 

Preschool Naturalists is a weekly drop-off enrichment pro-
gram for children who will be 3 or 4 in September 2017. The 
program begins indoors, but goes outside every week for 
about half the session, whatever the weather. It is our belief 
that children can better form a positive relationship with na-
ture by experiencing it firsthand rather than getting infor-
mation from television shows or even from objects brought 
out of nature. The program is now in its 23rd year!  

Registration 
 

To enroll a child, please complete the form below and return 
it with a registration fee of $150 by 4:00 pm on Thursday, 
March 23. All registrations received by that date will be 
placed in a lottery and registrations drawn to fill the spots.  

Membership 
 

Mass Audubon membership is required for participation. If 
you are not currently a member you may join by including 
payment with the form below. 

Payment and Refund Policy 
 

All registration fees are non-refundable and non-
transferable. If your child is accepted into the program, the 
balance is due July 15. If you withdraw from the program, 
either before or after it begins, you will receive a pro-rated 
refund based on the number of classes remaining, minus the 
$150 registration fee. If you are not chosen in the lottery we 
will add your child’s name to our waitlist and your registra-
tion fee will be returned. Please call us with any questions. 

Sessions and Dates 
 

Session 1: (For children age 4 by September 2017) 
30 Tuesdays   9:30-noon  $1,125 
 

Session 2: (For children age 3 by September 2017) 
30 Wednesdays   10:00-noon  $900 
 

Session 3: (For children age 3 by September 2017) 
30 Thursdays    10:00-noon  $900 
 

Session 4: (For children age 4 by September 2016) 
30 Fridays   9:30-noon  $1,125 
 

Session 5: (For children age 4 by September 2017) 
30 Wednesday afternoons  1:00-3:30 pm  $1,125 

 
 

Begins the week of 9/11 and runs the weeks of 9/18, 9/25, 
10/2, 10/9, 10/16, 10/23, 10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 11/27, 12/4, 
12/11, 1/8, 1/15, 1/22, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 
3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14 and end the week of 
5/21. 

Choosing a Session & Waitlists 
   

If your child will be 3 by September 2017, you are eligible for 
sessions 2 or 3. If age 4 by September 2017, you are eligible 
for sessions 1, 4 & 5. Please choose only the sessions you are 
willing to accept. If your child is not chosen in the lottery, 
you will be waitlisted for only the choices you checked off. 
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Adult Programs 

Tea, Talk & Trails 
Fran Hutchinson 
Session 1: Friday, February 3, 3:00-4:30pm 
Session 2: Friday, March 3, 3:00-4:30pm 
Session 3: Friday, April 7, 3:00-4:30pm 
Session 4: Friday, May 5, 3:00-4:30pm 
Session 5: Friday, June 2, 3:00-4:30pm 
Fee: $6M/$8NM per person, per session 
Join us in the beautiful Georgian building here at Habitat for 
a quiet afternoon tea. During our repast, we will hear about 
recent sightings and events on the property. The afternoon 
will conclude with a short walk. Prior to the program we will 
email a selection of teas that will be available, as well as the 
anticipated topic of conversation. 

Woodcock Walk & Owl Prowl 
Bob Stymeist 
Date: Saturday, March 11, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Fee: FREE (Registration still required.) 
We will hike into the meadow to view the courtship ritual of 
the American Woodcock. Just after sunset, the males will 
start a series of calls which sound like raspy "bleeps" before 
spiraling up into the sky, twittering until he returns to the 
same spot on the ground. After, we’ll take a short walk into 
the woods to try and hear owls - Eastern Screech and Great 
Horned Owls have been seen in the area. Bring a flashlight. 
Meet at the Rock Meadow parking lot— off Mill Street in  
Belmont. 

Morning Migration Bird Walks 
Bob Stymeist 
Dates: 2 Tuesdays, April 11 & 25, 7:00-9:00 am 
Meet in the Habitat parking lot 

Dates: 2 Tuesdays, April 18 & May 2,  7:00-9:00 am 
Meet in the Rock Meadow parking lot, off of Mill Street in Belmont 

Fee: FREE No registration required. 
Join Bob for another season of free birding walks. We’ll be 
keeping an eye out for spring migrants and breeding species 
during the morning hours. 

Naturalist Training Series: Vernal Pool Ecology 
Erika Whitworth 
Session 1: Thursday, April 6, 9:00 am-2:30 pm 
Session 2: Sunday, April 9, 9:00 am-2:30 pm 
Fee: $75M/$94NM 
Vernal pools are ecologically important “big puddles” which 
serve as vital breeding sites for a variety of organisms. They 
exist for short periods of time before drying up, often mak-
ing amphibians and insects life cycles a race against time. In 
this full day training we’ll examine what vernal pools are, 
and aren’t. We’ll discuss facultative and obligate species that 
may be present in a pool and requirements for each in order 
to certify as a vernal pool. A part of the day will be spent 
collecting and examining organisms. If you are an educator, 
we will also have activities available that can be done with a 
wide range of people. This is a great opportunity to learn 
about these often hidden habitats. Two dates to choose 
from. Morning pastries and fruit will be provided. Please 
bring coffee if desired, lunch, and a pair of muck boots, or 
boots that can stand up to cold, muddy conditions… the 
higher the boot, the more of the pool you will be able to  
access. 

Lunchtime Walks 

led by Florence DiTirro 
4 Wednesdays, February 8-March 1,  Noon-1:15 pm 

FREE, registration not required 
Come out, soak up some vitamin D and breathe in the crisp 
winter air while we walk or snowshoe the sanctuary and 
beyond. You can call us the morning of the program to know 
if we will be using snowshoes. We have snowshoes, lovingly 
referred to as “waffle fries” if you would like to borrow a 
pair. Meet at the log circle near the visitor’s center. 

Bald Eagles and Snowy Owls Field Trip 
Paul Roberts 
Date: Saturday, January 28,  8:00 am-2:00 pm 
(weather date is Sunday, January 29) 
Fee: $48M/$60NM 
Winter is the time to look for Bald Eagles, Snowy Owls,  
and even rarer wintering raptors. The field trip to the  
Newburyport/Plum Island area will help you learn how to 
find wintering eagles and owls. Dress warmly, in layers, bring 
a lunch, binoculars and a field guide to the field trip. Meeting 
location and itinerary emailed prior to program. 

Rail Trail Hike 
Roger Wrubel 
Date: Saturday, April 22, 8:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $20M/$25NM per person 
The Mass Central Rail Trail is a proposed 104 mile route from 
Cambridge to Northampton which is starting to come to 
life.  We will hike from the Beaver Brook Reservation to the 
Hammond St. railroad station in Waltham along the aban-
doned railroad right-of–way. This is a true urban exploration. 
Note that the walking is challenging as the trail has uneven 
terrain and crosses two railroad bridges with spaced railroad 
ties. The walk will be approximately 4.5 miles and concludes 
at the Robert Treat Paine Estate, where we will drive back to 
our starting point. Directions to the meeting spot will be 
emailed prior to program.  

2 DATES 

4 DATES 

5 DATES 
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Mt. Auburn Trees 
Florence DiTirro 
Date: Saturday, May 6, 9:30-11:30 am 
Fee: $16M/$20NM 
Spring is a great time for a leisurely walk at Mt. Auburn Cem-
etery. Join us as we enjoy the many species of trees in all 
their springtime splendor. We’ll examine their trunks and 
buds and discuss their role in history. Meeting location to be 
emailed prior to program. 

Wednesday Morning Walks  

5 Wednesdays: May 3-May 31,  8:00-9:15 am 
FREE, registration not required  

May 3 Exploring Rock Meadow—with Roger Wrubel 
meet at Rock Meadow parking lot off of Mill Street, Belmont 

May 10 Morning Birding—with Florence DiTirro 
May 17 House Sparrows—with Florence DiTirro 

May 24 Spring Fungi—with Dan McCullough 

May 31 Plant Uses, Tales, & Legends—with Boot Boutwell

Plant Uses, Tales and Legends 
Boot Boutwell 
Ages: Children 10 and up with adult partner 
Date: Saturday, May 20, 9:30 am-noon 
Fee: $20M/$25NM for each child or adult 
Spring is here and so are the flowers, which is why the full 
moon in May is known as The Full Flower Moon. We’ll take 
a stroll through Arlington’s Great Meadows looking for 
plants that are in flower as well as some neat plants that 
are waiting to flower. We’ll learn how to ID these plants 
and focus on fun and interesting natural history. We’ll dis-
cuss how these plants have been used historically by colo-
nial and Native Americans and how they are used today. 
We’ll consider some interesting tales and legends about 
the plants we find including one that has been used for a 
cough remedy and another which the Chippewa used as a 
remedy for craziness. Meeting location and itinerary 
emailed prior to program. Cosponsored with Arlington 
Community Education. 

Drawing at Habitat: Clouds 
Florence DiTirro and Jan Ford 
Date: Saturday, June 10, 9:00-11:00 am 
Fee: $20M/$25NM 
This is the first in a series of drawing classes we’ll be holding 
in our Georgian-style manor and out on our picturesque 
sanctuary. Join us for a morning of capturing our cloudgazing 
to paper. We’ll begin with a discussion of the science and 
cultural history of clouds. After which we will move outside 
to put into practice what we’ve discussed and seek inspira-
tion from the morning sky before beginning our drawing. 
Artists of all skill levels are welcome as we’ll provide drawing 
tips and share ideas and techniques as part of our morning 
together. Please bring a drawing pad and several pencils with 
erasers. (#2 pencils will work fine.) Cosponsored with Bel-
mont Community Education. 

Celebrate the Summer Solstice 
Boot Boutwell 
Ages: Children 10 and up with adult partner 
Date: Saturday, June 17, 9:30 am-noon 
Fee: $20M/$25NM for each child or adult 
The summer solstice marks the longest day of the year -
when the midday sun reaches its highest point. The solstice 
occurs this year on June 21st, so we’ll anticipate the season 
with a festive walk. We’ll focus on plant ID as well as fun and 
interesting natural history about past and present uses as 
well as legends about the plants we see. Come celebrate the 
season with poetry, lore, and the beauty of the solstice. Co-
sponsored with Arlington Community Education. 

Healthy Goats 
Ages: 15 and up  
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 6:30-8:00 pm 
Fee: $12M/$15NM 
Do goats get sick? Learn how to diagnose common goat ail-
ments and what Habitat does to keep a healthy herd. Health 
topics include:  How to check for anemia, hoof trimming, 
parasite management, and proper diet for rumen health. 
Space is limited. Proceeds to go toward the care of the herd. 
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Bird-A-Thon 2017 
 

Bird-A-Thon is a 24-hour birding event to introduce new  
people to the pleasures of birding as well as improve the 
skills of those already involved at every level. It is a major 
fund raising event to support Habitat or any Mass Audubon 
sanctuary you designate. You can make a donation, join a 
team and ask your family and friends to support your efforts, 
or participate in one of the programs described below. For 
more information contact Roger Wrubel at Habitat,  
rwrubel@massaudubon.org. You can also donate online: 
massaudubon.org/get-outdoors/birds-birding/bird-a-thon 
 

Bird-A-Thon walks led by Paul Roberts. 

Birding Plum Island 
Date: Saturday, May 13, 6:00 am-noon 
Fee: $45 
Plum Island is part of the Atlantic migratory bird flyway and 
is an excellent place to see a large variety of shorebirds, 
raptors and songbirds including many spring migrants head-
ing north to breeding grounds. Expect to see 75-90 species. 

Birding Newburyport and Vicinity 
Date: Saturday, May 13, Noon-6:00 pm 
Fee: $45 
Sites include Plum Island, the inner harbor east of New-
buryport, Joppa Flats, and several other areas nearby. 

Bird-A-Thon Marathon 
Date: Saturday, May 13, 6:00 am-6:00 pm 
Fee: $75 
That’s right! The whole day! If you are up for 12 hours of 
birding, join Paul as he birds Plum Island, Newburyport, and 
vicinity. All registrants who survive the day will receive a 
special B-A-T t-shirt! 

Teacher Training 
For current Habitat instructors 

Brown Bag Lunch & Specimen Expo 
Dates: 12:00 pm, Thursday, Jan. 5 thru end of day, Jan. 6 
Did you know we had a porcupine skull!? Come see a curated 
selection of some of our more recent acquisitions – and a 
few old favorites. We’ll start with lunch on Thursday and 
keep the display up through Friday afternoon. 
 

First Aid/CPR Training 
Juanita Allen Kingsley 
Date: Friday, January 6, 10:00 am-1:30 pm 
Fee: $45 for current Habitat teachers 
For many of us it’s time to get our first aid/CPR recertifica-
tion. Or perhaps get our first one! Session limited to 12. 
 

Post Holiday Dinner 
Date: Thursday, January 26, 5:30-7:30 pm 
Please join us as we toast another year and get ready to em-
bark on a new one. We are shaking things up this year. In-
stead of a big sit down dinner, we will have a lighter meal of 
hors d’oeuvres and dessert in the library. We haven’t quite 
figured out what this will look like yet, so come prepared to 
be surprised! No need to RSVP. 
 

Mock Birthday Party 
Chris Casolaro 
Date: Monday, March 6, 10:00-noon 
Calling all party animals! Celebrate the special day of twins 
Janey & Matty. Get a view of how party programs take place 
while enjoying some light refreshments. Who knows, we may 
even play camouflage! 
 

Citizen Science Workshop 
Dan McCullough 
Date: Monday, April 3, 10:00-noon 
How do we connect the data we collect with the bigger pic-
ture of citizen science? What ecological questions do we 
want to ask and why? Spend a morning brainstorming as we 
focus on 2017 initiatives that Habitat staff and volunteers can 
work on together. 
 

End of the School Year OFFSITE Picnic 
Date: Friday, June 16, 12:00-2:00 pm 
We’ll take our annual picnic on the road this year! Location 
to be determined but plan on bringing your own picnic lunch. 
Basket and blanket optional.  
 

 

Brown Bag Lunches 
Thursday, January 5, 12:00-1:30 pm 
Wednesday, March 15, 12:00-1:30 pm 

http://www.massaudubon.org/get-outdoors/birds-birding/bird-a-thon
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Volunteer Service Days 
Ages: All ages; children below 9th grade with adult 
Registration required. 
 

New Year Trail Tending: Sunday, January 8, 1-3 pm 
The weather will decide whether we prune, repair trails, 
clear brush, or shovel! 
 

MLK Service Day: Monday, January 16, 10:00-noon 
Warm up by cutting firewood, shoveling out our goat yard,  
or other hearty projects. 
 

Winter Wildlife: Sunday, February 26, 1:00-3:00 pm 
Look for signs of wildlife and help plan for protecting the na-
ture of the sanctuary. 
 

Land Stewardship: Saturday, March 18, 10:00 am-noon 
Cut and pull unwanted plants, pile brush, and plant native 
shrubs as we care for the land and its inhabitants. 
 

Volunteer News & Opportunities 

HIP Pulling Partners  
Ages: 10-Adult, children below 5th grade with adult 
Dates: Wednesdays, 1/4-6/21,  2:30-4:30 pm 
             Wednesdays, 6/28-8/30,  10:00 am-noon 
Come and help with the care and maintenance of Habitat, 
remove invasive species, and much more. Meet folks of all 
ages who share your love of Habitat. We supply tools and 
refreshments! Community service hours given. Meet at the 
visitor center. No registration required. Canceled if Belmont 
schools are closed. 

Statewide Volunteer Day 
Date: Saturday, April 29, 9:00 am–noon 
Ages: All ages and abilities welcome.   
Habitat joins other Mass Audubon sanctuaries for the Annual 
Statewide Volunteer Day. Bring your family, friends and oth-
ers who want to make a difference! We will be working in the 
meadows, removing invasives, and doing other conservation 
projects. There will be something for everyone to do. Com-
munity service hours given. Bring a picnic lunch to enjoy after 
the work is done. Registration required. 

This Old House—Skilled Workers Wanted 
Habitat’s visitor center is over 100 years old and there are 
many structures and features on the sanctuary in need of 
repair. If you have carpentry, woodworking, masonry, 
painting, or other skills please contact us! 
 

Contact Sandy Vorce for more information: 
svorce@massudubon.org or 617-489-5050 x7209 

                       Goats! 

Our resident herd is now at Habitat year round! In addition 
to mowing meadows they are a part of our educational  
programs. 
 

Donate: 
We need to raise $4,000 to feed the goats through the win-
ter, pay for their health care, and expand their seasonal huts. 
 

Volunteer: 
Dedicated goat tenders are needed to care for the goats and 
their surroundings. Multiple shifts available. 
 

Contact Sandy Vorce for more information: 
svorce@massudubon.org or 617-489-5050 x7209 

 

4 DATES 

Goat Socials 
Ages: 8 and up with an adult partner 
Session 1: Sunday, January 29, 10:00-11:00 am 
Session 2: Sunday, January 29, 11:00 am-noon 
Session 3: Saturday, February 4, 10:00-11:00 am 
Session 4: Saturday, February 4, 11:00-noon 
Fee: $6M/$8NM for each child or adult 
Have you been entertained by the goats at Habitat? Now  
you can return the favor! We need to finds ways to keep our 
goats active and entertained while they overwinter. Help 
brush and exercise the goats while learning about their  
personalities and lifestyle. Space is limited. Proceeds will go 
toward the care of the herd. 

 

5th Annual Goat Gala 
Saturday, May 6  1:00-3:00 pm 

Free for all ages 
 

Get your goat on by interacting with and learning about 
our friendly herd of Nigerian Dwarf Goats. Bring your 
kids to meet our kids, does, and wethers. Join in games, 
entertainment, and raffles, and sample goat-related 
products. Learn how the goats help out at Habitat, and 
how you can help out the goats. Great photo opportuni-
ties. Did someone say “goat selfies?” 

 Healthy Goats 
Ages: 15 and up  
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 6:30-8:00 pm 
Fee: $12M/$15NM 
Do goats get sick? Learn how to diagnose common goat ail-
ments and what Habitat does to keep a healthy herd. Health 
topics include:  How to check for anemia, hoof trimming, 
parasite management, and proper diet for rumen health. 
Space is limited. Proceeds will go toward the care of the herd. 

Garden Group 
Dates: Thursdays (beginning April 6th), 10:00 am-noon 
Learn gardening tips while helping out in Habitat’s formal 
and wildflower gardens. Dig in and meet others who enjoy 
planting, weeding, watering, and pruning. Tools, gloves, and 
instruction provided by Habitat staff. No registration re-
quired. Canceled if inclement weather. 
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About Habitat 

Registering for Programs 
 

* Pre-registration with complete payment is required for 
most programs. We are happy to accept phone registrations 
with payment by VISA, Discover or MasterCard. You may 
also register for most programs online. 
 

* Refunds for all programs (except for summer camp & vaca-
tion week) will be issued if you notify us of your cancellation 
at least one week prior to the program. Two weeks are re-
quired for withdrawals from Feb/Mar/Apr vacation week 
programs. Habitat reserves the right to change programs, 
schedules, and instructors and to cancel programs due to 
low enrollment. If we cancel a program, you will receive a 
full refund. 
 

* Waiting lists may exist for some programs. We will call 
you if a space opens up. Please do not come to the program 
if you are on a waiting list. 
 

* Inclement weather may cause a program to be postponed 
or cancelled. We will do our best to notify all registrants 
when a storm date is to be used. If a weather date is listed in 
the newsletter, we expect you to keep that date open and 
we will not issue a refund if you choose not to attend.  

Habitat is a staffed sanctuary of Mass Audubon. Trails are 
open dawn to dusk. Some of the outstanding features at 
Habitat include formal gardens, ponds, vernal pools, wood-
lands, and meadows. We offer diverse educational pro-
grams for all ages on-and off-site. We also have an active 
volunteer community that assists with our conservation 
efforts. Habitat is available for conference rentals and fes-
tive functions. Please call for more info. 

HOURS:                                                                        
Trails: Daily dawn to dusk 
Visitor Center: Mon-Fri 8:30–4:30, Weekends 10–4 

FEE:                                                                              
Mass Audubon Members/Belmont Residents—Free 
Non-members—Adult $4.00, Child or Senior $3.00  

Contact Information:                                    
Habitat Education Center                                     
10 Juniper Rd. Belmont, MA 02478                 
phone: 617-489-5050                                       
email: habitat@massaudubon.org 

www.massaudubon.org/habitat 

Mass Audubon works to protect the nature of Massachu-
setts for people and wildlife. Together with more than 
100,000 members, we care for 35,000 acres of conservation 
land, provide school, camp, and other educational programs 
for 225,000 children and adults annually, and advocate for 
sound environmental policies at local, state, and federal 
levels. Founded in 1896 by two inspirational women who 
were committed to the protection of birds, Mass Audubon 
is now one of the largest and most prominent conservation 
organizations in New England. Today we are respected for 
our sound science, successful advocacy, and innovative ap-
proaches to connecting people and nature. Each year, our 
statewide network of wildlife sanctuaries welcomes nearly 
half a million visitors of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds 
and serves as the base for our work. To support these im-
portant efforts, call 800-AUDUBON (800-283-8266) or visit 
www.massaudubon.org. 

 

Habitat Staff 

Position Name Ext 
 

Sanctuary Director Roger Wrubel 7205 
 

Office Manager Lisa Becker 7200 
 

Property Manager Sandy Vorce 7209 
 

Camp Director Jane Higgins 7203 
 

Education Coordinator Dan McCullough 7206 
   for On-site Programs 
 

Education Coordinator Marian Miller 7208 
   for Outreach Programs   
 

Preschool Director Heather DiGiovanni 7207 
 

Teacher/Naturalist Chris Casolaro 7204 
 

Property Assistant Erika Harimoto 7210 
 

HIP Coordinator Erika Whitworth  617-489-0018 
 

Caretaker Scott Butler          617-489-0136 
 

Function Manager Kim MacLeod 7220 
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Check one and complete: 

□ Current Mass Audubon Member 

 Membership #:  _______________  

 Expiration Date:  ______________  

□ Nonmember  

 

 
 

Adult’s Name:  __________________________________________________  

 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

City:  ____________________________________________________  Zip:  _______________________  

 

Phone (day): _______________________________  (night):  ________________________________  

 

E-Mail Address:  _____________________________________________________________________  
 

A confirmation of your registration will be emailed to you.   

You can also register online or over the phone (617-489-5050). Thank you! 

For identity safety reasons, we cannot accept registrations by fax or email. 

 

Program 1: _____________________________________________________  Session: ____ # participants:_____________ Fee: $ ____________ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

 

Program 2: _____________________________________________________  Session: ____ # participants:_____________ Fee: $ ____________ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

 

Program 3: _____________________________________________________  Session: ____ # participants:_____________ Fee: $ ____________ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

 

Program 4: _____________________________________________________  Session: ____ # participants:_____________ Fee: $ ____________ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

  

Program 5: _____________________________________________________  Session: ____ # participants:_____________ Fee: $ ____________ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

 

Program 6: _____________________________________________________  Session: ____ # participants:_____________ Fee: $ ____________ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

 Participant:  _________________________________________________  If child—Birth date: ___________  Age: _______ Grade _______ 

  

Please write additional program registrations on a separate piece of paper.           Program Fees Total: $ ___________ 

 
 Mass Audubon Membership Payment (Separate Check or Charge of $65): $ ___________  

 
 Total Enclosed: $ ___________  
 

 Make checks payable to: Mass Audubon/Habitat  

 Mail form with payment to: Habitat Education Center 

     10 Juniper Road 

     Belmont, MA 02478 

Check one and complete: 
 

□ Current Mass Audubon Member 

 Membership #:  ____________________  

 Expiration Date:  ___________________  
 

□ Nonmember  

Please charge total to:   ________         ________                         _________  

  
Credit Card #_____________________________________________________  Expiration Date: ________________ 

 
Signature: _______________________________________________________ 

Program Registration Form 
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Habitat Education Center and Wildlife Sanctuary 

10 Juniper Road  Belmont, Massachusetts 02478 

If you’d no longer like to receive our newsletter, please call 
us at 617-489-5050 or email habitat@massaudubon.org 

An Eco-gleaning 
by Dan McCullough 

Come Gather Round 
“I used to be afraid of the woods.” 
 

She paused and said it again. “I did. I used to be afraid of the woods. 
Never went in the woods, never wanted to go in. One day my older 
brother said, There’s a stone wall out in the middle of the woods. If 
you run there as fast as you can, touch that wall, and then run 
back… you’ll never be scared of the woods again.” 
 

She shifted in her seat. At that moment, her voice was the only  
sound I could hear—even the fireplace that was popping and send-
ing off sparks seemed far away. She continued. 
 

“I looked up to my brother. I knew he was right. So I clenched my 
fists and started to run. Straight into the woods. Low hanging 
branches streaked by my face. I could feel my heart as it, and I, 
raced toward that wall. As it came into view, I reached out. I tapped 
it and turned around. I ran back and as I did I could feel myself begin 
to slow. The fear was already loosening its grip on me. I stopped and 
turned. I wasn’t afraid of the woods anymore.” 

 

A few weeks ago, we held a staff Nature Story SLAM. The rules 
were simple  - storytellers had 2 1/2 minutes to share a positive 
story about nature. We held the SLAM in the Art Gallery with a 
fire in the fireplace and fifteen people in a crescent shape 
around its warmth. Some told stories, some came to listen. One 
voice after another shared their story. Some, like Jenn’s story of 
the stone wall in the woods, were of formative childhood mo-
ments, when nature displayed its beauty, its strength, its won-
der. Others were stories of teaching experiences here at Habitat 
or offsite at a local school or organization. Some took place dec-
ades ago, some took place that morning. Some were with a 
group of strangers, some were witnessed alone. Some were 
preceded with a back story, all were followed by applause. 
 

We can’t all tell stories of a Paris vacation, or giving birth, or our 
first time on ice skates, or hitting that home run in the champi-
onship game. But I’m sure we all have stories about being out-
doors - hearing loons on a New England lake, finding a cicada 
shell stuck to the side of a tree, or maybe something as simple as 
powerful as a discovery in your backyard or a school playground. 
Think about it… you could probably write one down in the blank 
space below, or convey one to the person in the next room.  
 

As we wind our way through this holiday season, there will be 
stories you undoubtedly will hear for the umpteenth time. Or 
perhaps topics that families may decide, in the best interest, not 
to bring up. What about gathering and letting people share the 
wonder of nature? It could be an annual tradition. It will be at 
Habitat. 
 

Ok, there’s not enough blank space here to write a story, but you get the 
point. 


