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Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary

Amy Weidensaul, Sanctuary Director, ext. 7701
Sue Baeslack, Education & Volunteer Coordinator, ext. 7707
Julie Bouchard, Accounting/Payroll Assistant, ext. 7713
Cori Brauer, Education Coordinator, ext. 7704
Jean Bruns, Development Assistant, ext. 7710
Laura Coulbourn, Administrative Assistant, ext. 7702
Adrienne Doucette, Administrative Assistant, ext. 7703
Kim LoGrasso, Youth Education Manager, ext. 7706
Stina MacDougall, Office Manager/School Programs 
Administrator, ext. 7705
Stephanie Majeau, Education Coordinator, ext. 7712
Scott Santino, Teacher Naturalist/Camp Director, ext. 7709
Sara Semenza, Property Worker
Rebecca Spencer, Administrative Assistant, ext. 7711
Bill Whiting, Property Worker
Richard Wolniewicz, Property Manager, ext. 7708

Joppa Flats Education Center

David Moon, Sanctuary Director, ext. 6801
Jude Griffin, Administrative Assistant, ext. 6806
Lisa Hutchings, School & Youth Education Coordinator, ext. 6804
David Larson, Science & Education Coordinator, ext. 6802
Melissa Vokey, Administrative Coordinator & Development 
Director, ext. 6803
Mike Geisler & Anna Breeden, Weekend Staff 

Endicott Wildlife Sanctuary

Amy Weidensaul, Sanctuary Director, 978-887-9264
Robert Buchsbaum, Conservation Scientist
Bob Demeule, Property Manager
Diane Dixon, Administrative Assistant, 987-237-0108
Liz Duff, Education Coordinator, ext. 2701
Karen First, Preschool Director, 978-237-0108
Chris Leahy, Bertrand Chair Emeritus

Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary
87 Perkins Row, Topsfield
978-887-9264 Office
978-887-0875 Fax
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org

Joppa Flats Education Center 
One Plum Island Tpke, Newburyport
978-462-9998 Office
978-462-4143 Fax
joppaflats@massaudubon.org

Endicott Wildlife Sanctuary
346 Grapevine Road, Wenham
978-927-1122 Office
978-922-8487 Fax
endicott@massaudubon.org 
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These sites produce and purchase green electricity.

These sites have accessible features.

  1  Joppa Flats, Newburyport
  2  Rough Meadows, Rowley

  3  Ipswich River, Topsfield
    4  Endicott, Wenham
  5  Eastern Point, Gloucester

  6  Marblehead Neck, Marblehead

  7  Nahant Thicket, Nahant
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SPEND YOUR SCHOOL VACATION 

WITH JOPPA FLATS!
April 21–24, 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

Nature photography of wildlife and wild places
for teens ages 13–16

See page 29.

Ipswich River Nature Day Camps
Have Fun in Nature this Summer! 

Online registration opens in January
Children ages 4–14

Three convenient locations:
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield

The Church of St. Andrew, Marblehead
Essex County Greenbelt’s Cox Reservation, Essex

For more information and to register, visit 
massaudubon.org/ipswichrivercamp 

or call 978-887-9264. 

Red-tailed Hawk 
©Christopher Ciccone



PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS

Joppa Flats 
Education Center 
massaudubon.org/joppaflats

Joppa Flats Education Center owns two parcels of 
salt marsh in Newburyport along Water Street and 
the Plum Island Turnpike. With sea levels rising, 
they are an important barrier to storm surge and 
wave energy in our neighborhood at the mouth of 
the Merrimack River. And, since salt marshes are 
the nursery of the estuary, they are also a crucial 
part in our local ecosystem. Unfortunately, in the 
17 years since they were originally restored just 
before Joppa Flats Education Center first opened, 
the marsh in both parcels appears to have become 
fragmented and fragile. 

This fall, in collaboration with the Merrimack Valley 
Planning Commission, we brought together a team 
of scientists from the Jackson Estuarine Laboratory 
at the University of New Hampshire (JEL), Boston 
University, and the Plum Island Ecosystems Long 

Term Ecological Research Station (PIE LTER) to take 
a deep dive into the details of the health of our 
marsh. We’re calling this effort the Joppa Flats Salt 
Marsh Resiliency Project. 

Once we have a conclusive understanding of the 
situation, we will look to solutions that strengthen 
our marsh in a way that it can help to protect 
our local habitat from climate change and sea 
level rise. Our goal is to use nature to avoid the 
need for concrete sea walls. We are determined 
to do everything we can to protect nature, and, 
if necessary, design ways to enhance natural 
systems to ensure a healthy future. Stay tuned for 
progress on this exciting project!

David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Director’s Letter

One Plum Island Turnpike
Newburyport ,  MA 01950
978-462-9998
joppaflats@massaudubon.org
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AROUND THE WORLD 
WITH NATURE & BIRDING: 

Presentations for Groups
Enhance your group meeting 
or special event with a topical 

presentation about the natural 
world. Joppa Flats speakers help you 
stay informed about intriguing new 

insights on how nature works at 
home and abroad. We’ll show you the 

intricacies in nature, and together 
we’ll interpret what is happening, 

from you backyard to faraway places. 
For more information about how our 
one-hour presentations could fit your 

agenda, call 978-462-9998.

FACILITY RENTALS
Overlooking the magnificent 

Merrimack River and the Plum Island 
estuary, Joppa Flats’ building and 
grounds could be the ideal spot 

for your next business meeting or 
private special event (wedding, family 
reunion, memorial service, and more). 
Additionally, our seasoned naturalist 

staff and volunteers can lead 
informative natural history programs 
or field trips for your guests. For more 

information, call 978-462-9998.

NEED-TO-KNOW 
BIRDING UPDATES

Our weekly Wednesday Morning Birding 
newsletter contains the latest 

information about the birds we’re 
seeing, with special announcements 

about our upcoming programs 
and trips. 

To subscribe, email 
joppaflats@massaudubon.org or 

call us at 978-462-9998.
 

This sanctuary has 
 accessible features.

VISIT US ONLINE
Visit massaudubon.org/joppaflats to 

search upcoming programs, get the 
latest nature news, and find out about 

special events.

Check us out on Facebook: 
facebook.com/
MassAudubonJoppaFlats

SUPERBOWL 
OF BIRDING XVII
Saturday, January 25  

5:00 am–7:00 pm

Save the date and organize your 
team for the 17th annual Superbowl 
of Birding! This exciting competition 

takes place each winter in Essex 
County, Massachusetts, and 

Rockingham County, New Hampshire. 
Whether you and your birding friends 

are beginners or experts, you’ll 
compete for chances to win prizes in 

nine categories and have a great time! 

See page 21.

For more information, call 
978-462-9998 or go to 

massaudubon.org/superbowl. 

MERRIMACK RIVER EAGLE 
FESTIVAL

Saturday, February 15
9:00 am–4:00 pm

Each February, we celebrate the beauty 
of winter and the presence of Bald 
Eagles along the lower Merrimack 

River. See a live raptor demonstration 
in downtown Newburyport; have some 
fun while learning with your family at 
Joppa Flats and Parker River National 

Wildlife Refuge headquarters; and 
find Bald Eagles in the wild with the 

help of our naturalist guides. For more 
information, see page 23, call 

978-462-9998 or go to 
massaudubon.org/eaglefestival.

MEET BACKYARD BIRDS 
AT JOPPA FLATS!
Weekend dates in January and February.  

Watch demonstrations for all ages on 
bird banding and data collection!

Visit massaudubon.org/joppaflats 
or call 978-462-9998 for more 
information.

©Diane Bulger

Snowy Egret
©Davey Walters



New Year’s Madness  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area & Cape Ann

Date:  Wednesday, January 1 / 8:30 am–4:30 pm
Leader:  Bill Gette, Joppa Flats Founding Director

Cost:  $60 members, $70 nonmembers

Spend New Year’s Day celebrating the beauty of winter and 
its birds! We’ll hit the birding hot spots around the greater 
Newburyport area and on Cape Ann for a full day of exciting 
birds, targeting Snowy Owl, Northern Shrike, Lapland 
Longspur, Snow Bunting, Harlequin Duck, and other sea 
ducks, loons, and grebes.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please wear warm 
clothing and waterproof footwear, and bring binoculars, snacks, 
and lunch.

Gulls, Gulls, Gulls: A Workshop
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport 
& the Newburyport/Plum Island Area

Dates:  Friday, January 3 / 7:00–9:00 pm (lecture)
 Saturday, January 4 / 7:30 am–5:30 pm (field trip)
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education 
 Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP

Cost:  $95 members, $125 nonmembers

Gull identification can be daunting: plumages change 
with age and season, and there’s a huge variety of species 
around, especially in winter. Learn a systematic approach to 
identifying these common birds from the experts. Examine 
specimens at a Friday evening lecture, and venture out 
on Saturday to identify gulls in the field. Visit harbors 
and coastlines in Newburyport and Gloucester, two of the 
greatest gull locations in Massachusetts. In addition to the 
more common species, target gulls will include Iceland, 
Glaucous, Bonaparte’s, and Black-headed. We’ll also take 
time to study the other wintering land birds and seabirds we 
encounter. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Continental breakfast 
provided on Saturday. Dress for the weather and bring lunch, 
snacks, a field guide, binoculars, and a scope if you have one.

1920 PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS

IBA

IBA Throughout the catalog, "IBA" indicates a program that takes place within a Massachusetts Important 
Bird Area, and "BCP" signifies a graduate of the Joppa Flats Birder’s Certificate Program.

Wednesday Evening Lecture Series
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Select Wednesdays / 7:30–8:30 pm

Cost:  Free for members, $4 nonmembers, per lecture

Delve deeper into your natural history interests at our 
monthly lectures. 
Preregistration not required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education 
Center.

January 15: Birding the Southern Ocean
Speaker: Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education 
Coordinator
February 12: The Arts & the Experience of Nature 
Speakers: Lainie Senechal, Joppa Flats Poet-in-Residence; 
Invited Poets & Artists 
March 11: Flight Calls: Exploring Massachusetts through 
Birds (reading and book-signing)
Speaker: John R. Nelson, Author 
April 15: Autumn in Yosemite & the Grand Tetons
Speaker: Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education 
Coordinator

IBA

Programs for Adults
Joppa Flats

Herring Gull
©Faren Rabesa
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Weekly Birding 
Opportunities

Wednesday Morning Birding  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Wednesdays* / 9:30 am–12:30 pm 
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Director; Dave Weaver, BCP; 
 Joppa Flats Naturalists

Cost:  $14 members, $17 nonmembers, per session**

Now in its 24th year, Wednesday Morning Birding 
gives birders of all skill levels excellent exposure to the 
tremendous variety of bird species and hot spots in one of 
the most productive birding areas in the country. Each week, 
we’ll explore Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Plum 
Island, the Merrimack River estuary, and other locations 
around Essex County. Since we like to go where we’ll find 
the most exciting birds, we’ll explore Cape Ann on these 
Wednesdays: January 15, February 12, and March 11.*** 
Preregistration is not required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education 
Center. Wear sturdy footwear and bring binoculars or a spotting 
scope if you have one. Call 978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@
massaudubon.org to be added to the Wednesday Morning 
Birding email list. 
*In the first week of January, this program will be held on 
Thursday, January 2, for one day only! 
**Four-trip special: $42 members, $51 nonmembers. 
***On Cape Ann Wednesdays, meet at Gloucester Crossing 
on Route 128 in Gloucester, in the middle of the lot in front of 
Marshalls.

Saturday Morning Birding  
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Saturdays* / 9:00–11:30 am
Leaders:  Debra Listernick, Alison O’Hare, Dave Weaver, 
 Dave Williams, BCPs; Susan Yurkus, Joppa Flats 
 Teacher Naturalist

Cost: $10 members, $12 nonmembers, per session** 

Bird with our talented guides in one of the best year-round 
birding locations in the country. Each week, we’ll search 
out avian activity in the Newburyport/Plum Island area. 
Beginners and birders of all levels are welcome to drop in for 
a morning out.
Preregistration not required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education 
Center. Wear sturdy footwear and bring binoculars (some 
loaners are available). In the case of inclement weather, please 
call ahead to confirm. 
*Program will not be held on January 25, February 15, or May 16. 
**Four-trip special: $30 members, $36 nonmembers. 

Focus on Merrimack River Birds   
Newburyport & Vicinity

Date:  Sunday, January 19 / 9:00 am–12:30 pm
Leader:  Debra Listernick, BCP

Cost:  $22 members, $26 nonmembers

The Merrimack River is an extraordinary place for winter 
birding, with large areas remaining ice free, even during 
the coldest winters. Loons, grebes, gulls, and many species 
of diving ducks flock to this area. Target species include 
Iceland and Black-headed gulls, Red-breasted and Common 
mergansers, Long-tailed Ducks, Common and Barrow’s 
goldeneyes, Buffleheads, Bald Eagles, and Great Cormorants.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Wear warm clothing and 
sturdy footwear; bring binoculars and snacks. 

 Superbowl of Birding XVII   
 Essex & Rockingham Counties
 Cosponsored by Zeiss

Date:  Saturday, January 25 / 5:00 am–7:00 pm
Ages:  Adults & families with children ages 6–12
Cost:  adults $35 members & nonmembers
 children $20 members & nonmembers

 Register before January 1 to receive $5 off per person!

During this unique, 12-hour birding competition, teams 
of birders of all ages and abilities seek out the greatest 
number of species and amass points based on the rarity of 
the birds they record. Compete for prizes in nine categories, 
from the Newbies Award to the esteemed Zeiss Joppa Cup. 
Enjoy spectacular winter birding and find out just how good 
you and your team really are!
Registration fee includes a post-competition pizza party and 
prizes. For more information and to register, visit 
massaudubon.org/superbowl or call 978-462-9998. 

IBA

IBA

IBA

IBASPECIAL 
EVENT

Snowy Owl  ©Nathan Goshgarian



The Wonder & the Wow: 
Field Trips for Adults
Various Locations 

Dates:  Select Saturdays 
Leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School & Family Education 
 Coordinator; Jonathan Brooks, Joppa Flats Teacher 

 Naturalist

Why should kids have all the fun? These adult trips will take 
you into the field for a full-immersion nature experience 
with old and new friends. Discuss the natural world as 
we enjoy a group meal and enrich the social side of being 
outdoors. You’ll come away with a brand-new enthusiasm 
for the wildlife and habitats around you!
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Dress for the weather and 
bring binoculars if applicable. The cost of a meal is not included.

BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM
New England Aquarium, Boston
Date:  Saturday, January 4 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm* 

Cost:  $55 members, $65 nonmembers 

We’ll go "backstage" at the New England Aquarium to see 
marine critters as they are fed, cared for, and raised by 
the aquarist team. We may even feed the salmon, meet 
the octopus, or watch a seal being trained—there’s a new 
surprise each trip! *Registration deadline: Friday, December 13

LOWELL’S BOAT SHOP & WINTER WILDLIFE   
Lowell’s Boat Shop, Amesbury
Date:  Saturday, February 1 / 9:30 am–2:30 pm

Cost:  $48 members, $58 nonmembers

Take a behind-the-scenes tour of the oldest operating boat 
shop in the United States, Lowell’s Boat Shop, established 
in 1793. Afterward, heading down the Merrimack River to its 
mouth, we’ll search for local raptors, Brant, diving ducks, 
and Harbor Seals.

MUSEUM OF AMERICAN BIRD ART & BIRDING 
Museum of American Bird Art, Canton
Date:  Saturday, March 7 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm

Cost: $45 members, $55 nonmembers

Mass Audubon’s Museum of American Bird Art features art 
that connects people and nature. Take a trip to view exciting 
works by internationally recognized artists such as John 
James Audubon, Charlie Harper, Andy Warhol, and others. 
Weather permitting, we’ll also do some birding along the 
museum’s trails that wind through meadow, forest, and 
swamp. 

22 PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS

IBA

IBA

GOLDSMITH WOODLANDS
Goldsmith Woodlands, Andover
Date:  Saturday, April 4 / 9:30 am–2:30 pm

Cost: $38 members, $48 nonmembers

Discover the rich history of this special place, from its 
Native American encampment site to stories about local 
conservationist Bessie Goldsmith, who donated her land 
to protect it. Observe early signs of spring around the pond 
and marshes, with possibilities like pitcher plants, sundew, 
snapping turtles, Great Blue Herons, and Wild Turkeys.

HARVARD MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
& MOUNT AUBURN CEMETERY  
Cambridge
Date:  Saturday, May 23 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm

Cost: $45 members, $55 nonmembers

Mount Auburn Cemetery is simply one of the best places to 
see migrating land birds in eastern Massachusetts. After 
we’ve experienced its glories, we’ll travel on to the Birds of 
the World gallery at Harvard’s Museum of Natural History, 
where you’ll see the completely renovated exhibit featuring 
hundreds of stunning mounted bird specimens. 

Programs for Adults
Joppa Flats

©Lisa Hutchings



A Cacophony of Crows 
in Lawrence
Lawrence

Date:  Monday, February 17 / 4:00–7:30 pm
 Snow Date: Thursday, February 20
Leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education Coordinator

Cost:  $25 members, $30 nonmembers

Every year, an amazing spectacle occurs in the city of 
Lawrence. Thousands, maybe tens of thousands, of 
American and Fish crows congregate in urban areas to roost 
overnight. They stream in from all directions, staging at 
various locations, before assembling in one noisy mass at 
a safe location in the city. Why do they come to Lawrence? 
Why are they together? How can you tell American Crows 
from Fish Crows? Not to worry; all shall be revealed.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center to carpool. Those who 
choose may join us for dinner in Lawrence after the program 
(not included in program cost). Dress for the weather and bring 
binoculars. Earplugs optional.
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NEW!

Birding the Maine Coast
Southern Maine Coast

Dates:  Monday, February 3 / 8:00 am–5:00 pm
 Sunday, March 22 / 8:00 am–5:00 pm
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director (February 3);
 Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education 
 Coordinator (March 22)

Cost:  $55 members, $65 nonmembers, per session

Search for wintering land birds and seabirds on coastal 
Maine’s barrier beaches, rocky headlands, salt marshes, 
and sheltered coves. We’ll visit Portland Harbor, Cape 
Elizabeth, Prouts Neck, Biddeford Pool, Marginal Way 
(Ogunquit), and Cape Neddick. Our target species are Black 
Guillemot, Long-tailed Duck, King Eider, Barrow’s Goldeneye, 
Iceland and Glaucous gulls, Snowy Owl, and many more.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Please wear warm 
clothing and waterproof shoes/boots; bring binoculars and 
snacks.

Bald Eagles of the 
Merrimack River   
Newburyport & Vicinity

Date:  Sunday, February 9 / 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Leader:  Debra Listernick, BCP

Cost:  $19 members, $22 nonmembers

Deep winter is the best time to find Bald Eagles locally, and 
the lower Merrimack River is the best place to spot them. 
Bald Eagles may nest elsewhere in New England during the 
summer when food is plentiful, but in the winter when most 
lakes and rivers are frozen, eagles know they can come to 
the river’s open waters to find the ducks, fish, and carrion 
they need to survive. We’ll also look for loons, grebes, gulls, 
and diving ducks in the flowing Merrimack.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Wear warm clothing and 
sturdy footwear; bring binoculars and snacks.

        Merrimack River Eagle Festival
               Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport
               & Other Newburyport/Amesbury Locations 
Cosponsored by Parker River National Wildlife Refuge 

Date:  Saturday, February 15 / 8:30 am–4:00 pm
Ages: Adults & families with children ages 6 and up
Cost: Free
 optional guided van tours $10 adults, $5 children

 optional photo tour with Hunt’s Photo & Video $50 adults

Celebrate the seasonal return of Bald Eagles to the Merrimack 
Valley at the 15th annual Merrimack River Eagle Festival! In 
the deep winter, when everything else is frozen and asleep, the 
Newburyport area along the open Merrimack River is alive with 
the spectacular sight of wintering Bald Eagles flying, fishing, 
and sunning themselves. People of all ages will love learning 
about the magnificence of nature by observing Bald Eagles 
and the habitats they need to survive. Come for free family 
events all day at Joppa Flats Education Center and Parker River 
national Wildlife Refuge headquarters, and see a free raptor 
demonstration at Newburyport’s City Hall. Visit guided eagle hot 
spots at your own speed or preregister online for a guided van 
tour that departs from Newburyport’s Chamber of Commerce. 
Adults are also invited to register online for a special tour with 
Hunt’s Photo & Video for in-the-field photography tips.
For a complete schedule of events, call 978-462-9998 or visit 
massaudubon.org/eaglefestival. 

IBA

IBA

SPECIAL 
EVENT

Learn more and register: massaudubon.org/joppaflats • 978-462-9998

Bald Eagle
©Jared McPheters

American Crow
©Neal Harris



Focus on Seabirds   
Cape Ann, Essex County

Date:  Sunday, February 23 / 9:00 am–12:30 pm
Leader:  Dave Williams, BCP

Cost:  $25 members, $30 nonmembers

Cape Ann is one of the best locations along the New England 
coast to observe winter seabirds. See many species of 
sea ducks, loons, grebes, and gulls as they feed and seek 
shelter in the cape’s coves, inlets, and protected harbors. 
Target species include Iceland Gull, Red-necked Grebe, Red-
throated Loon, Razorbill, Harlequin Duck, Northern Gannet, 
and Purple Sandpiper.
Meet at the Fisherman’s Memorial on Western Ave, Gloucester. 
Bring binoculars, snacks, warm clothing, and sturdy footwear.

Owls of Salt Marshes & Forests   
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, & Vicinity

Date:  Sunday, March 1 / 3:30–10:00 pm
Leaders:  Alison O’Hare, BCP; Sean Riley, Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalist

Cost:  $44 members, $52 nonmembers

Start by searching the salt marshes and dunes of Parker River 
National Wildlife Refuge for the diurnal Snowy Owl and the 
crepuscular Short-eared Owl. After sunset, return to Joppa Flats 
for a lecture about the folklore and natural history of North 
American owls. Finally, in the dark we’ll go out again to look for 
Eastern Screech-owls, Barred Owls, and Great Horned Owls. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Dress warmly, and bring 
dinner and binoculars.

Aerial Acrobats: 
Woodcocks & More!
Newburyport & Vicinity

Date:  Thursday, March 26 / 6:30–8:30 pm
Leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Cost:  $16 members, $21 nonmembers

At the first hints of spring, American Woodcocks return 
locally to breed, and the resulting courtship ritual is not to 
be missed! Observe this impressive display and learn the 
many unique adaptations of this unlikely little shorebird. 
We’ll also search for other early-spring migrants that are 
active in the evening.
Meet at the Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars and 
dress warmly.
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Tip to Tail: The Details of 
Sketching Birds 
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Select Thursdays / 1:30–4:00 pm
Leader:  Sandy McDermott, Natural Science Illustrator and Instructor

Cost:  $150 members, $180 nonmembers, entire series

How do you add details to your bird sketches if the birds 
are far away and flying about? The answer lies in access to 
bird skins, models, and parts that you can see and handle 
up close! Each class in this series begins inside, with 
time outdoors if weather permits. Use photos, mounted 
specimens, and live birds as models. This is a follow-up to 
The Art of Sketching Birds but newcomers are welcome.

April 2: Introductions & Warm-ups  
April 9: Speed Sketching & Memory 
April 16: Forms, Patterns, & Textures  
April 30: Live Sketching  

Drawing/sketching experience helpful but not necessary. Meet 
at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring a 9"x12" sketchpad (not 
newsprint), drawing pencils, a white eraser, and a kneaded 
eraser (General's brand recommended for both erasers).  
Drawing pens and other sketching tools also welcome.

Ducks-R-Us   
Newburyport & Vicinity, & Cape Ann, Essex County

Date:  Sunday, April 5 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education 
 Coordinator; Linda Hunnewell, Joppa Flats Teacher 
 Naturalist

Cost:  $42 members, $50 nonmembers

In early April, the coastal waters, rivers, and lakes of 
Massachusetts’ North Shore are wonderful places to 
observe ducks. Most of the species that have wintered here 
are still present, and many early migrants have returned 
to our area—we could see more than 20 species of ducks 
in this program! We’ll bird the Plum Island estuary, the 
Merrimack River, Cherry Hill Reservoir, and many sites on 
Cape Ann in hopes of finding Harlequin Ducks, Barrow’s 
Goldeneyes, three species of scoters, and much more.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Wear warm clothing and 
waterproof footwear; bring binoculars, lunch, and snacks.

Programs for Adults
Joppa Flats

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS
Wood Ducks

©Paul McCarthy
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Weekly May Birding

Friday Morning Bird Walks: 
Focus on Warblers   
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Fridays in May / 8:00–11:00 am
Leader:  Dave Williams, BCP

Cost:  $12 members, $15 nonmembers, per session

Be an early birder! Mornings are when birds are most active 
and easier to see. We’ll focus on the beautiful wood-warblers 
migrating through our area and stay on the lookout for 
other neotropical migrants as we explore such birding hot 
spots as the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Oak Hill 
Cemetery, Pikes Bridge Road, and others. 
Preregistration not required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education 
Center. Bring binoculars and a field guide. 

Dawn Patrol on Plum Island   
Newburyport/Plum Island Area

Dates:  Wednesdays in May / 6:00–9:00 am
Leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education Coordinator

Cost:  $20 members, $25 nonmembers, per session

If you want to take spring birding seriously, you have to 
be out when the birds wake up. This program will put a 
maximum of 10 participants in the best spots, at the best 
times, to see the most bird activity. Join us for this special 
opportunity to see and hear migrant and resident birds in 
the quiet and clarity of the new day—and still get back in 
time for Wednesday Morning Birding (page 21)!
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars, a field 
guide, snacks, and a spotting scope if you have one.

Wednesday Evening Birding   
Newburyport/Plum Island Area 

Dates:  Wednesdays in May / 5:30–7:30 pm
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 Linda Hunnewell, Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalist

Cost:  $10 members, $12 nonmembers, per session*

Welcome May, the height of spring migration! Each week, 
we’ll explore the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, the 
Merrimack River, and other productive birding sites during 
the quiet of the evening, when fewer people are present and 
the animals become more active. You’ll learn about avian 
adaptations, taxonomy, habitat niches, and more.
Preregistration not required. Meet at Joppa Flats Education 
Center. Bring binoculars and a field guide.
*Four-trip special: $30 members, $36 nonmembers.

Eastern Massachusetts Hawk 
Watch: Lecture & Field Trip   
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, 
& Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newbury
Cosponsored by Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch

Dates:  Sunday, April 12 / 9:00–11:30 am (lecture)
 Sunday, April 12 / 11:30 am–2:00 pm (field trip) 
Leaders:  Brian Rusnica, Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch 
Cost: $10 members and nonmembers, lecture

 Free, field trip

Plum Island is one of the most significant spring hawk-
watching sites on the East Coast. Unlike during fall 
migration, when hawks fly high along ridges from thermal 
to thermal, in the spring we can see hundreds of hawks 
flying north along the coast, often less than 20 feet above 
the ground! During the lecture, learn how to identify hawks 
and discuss the similarities and differences in species 
composition and flight strategies. Then we’ll head over to 
Plum Island for a free field trip, where we’ll observe and put 
into practice our hawk identification skills. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Preregistration for lecture 
required; field trip does not require registration. If attending 
both the lecture and the field trip, also bring snacks and a 
lunch. For the field trip, wear weather-appropriate clothes 
and bring binoculars. For additional information on Eastern 
Massachusetts Hawk Watch, please visit massbird.org/emhw.

Bird Banding Workshop   
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, 
& Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newbury

Dates:  Thursday, April 16 / 7:00–9:00 pm (lecture)
 Saturday, April 18 / 7:30 am–12:00 pm (field trip)
Leaders:  Alison O’Hare, BCP; Ben Flemer, Banding Station Manager

Cost:  $55 members, $65 nonmembers, entire series

See bird banding up close and participate in citizen science! 
Joppa Flats Education Center, in cooperation with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), operates a bird banding 
station on the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge every 
spring and fall. The USFWS and Mass Audubon use data 
from the station to monitor species diversity, the movement 
of birds on the refuge, bird populations, and other factors. 
During the classroom portion of this two-day workshop, 
you’ll learn the basics of bird banding, strategies for 
identifying birds in the hand, and the many aids for aging 
and sexing these incredible animals. During the field trip, 
we’ll visit the station, observe the banding process, and 
assist with data collection.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center for both sessions. For the 
lecture, please bring your field guide. For the field trip, bring 
your binoculars and field guide, and wear a top without buttons 
to avoid getting tangled in the nets.
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Birding Western Essex County   
Western Essex County

Date:  Thursday, May 7 / 8:00 am–4:00 pm
Leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education Coordinator

Cost:  $48 members, $60 nonmembers

Explore some of the best birding locations in western Essex 
County. These may include wildlife management areas 
in Groveland and Boxford, conservation areas in Andover, 
Crystal Gorge Conservation Area in Haverhill, and other 
"secret" locations to be determined. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars, snacks, 
and lunch. Dress for the weather.

Warbler Workshop: 
Jewels of the Forest
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, & Vicinity

Dates:  Friday, May 8 / 7:00–9:00 pm (lecture)
 Saturday, May 9 / 6:30 am–1:00 pm (field trip)
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education 
 Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP

Cost:  $95 members, $125 nonmembers, entire series

Learn about the 30-plus species of warblers that breed in or 
pass through Massachusetts, including their vocalizations, 
migration patterns, nesting and foraging behavior, and 
conservation issues. Visit the most productive local migrant 
traps, including the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, 
Bald Hill Reservation, and more. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center on both days. For the field 
trip, dress for the weather and bring lunch, snacks, a field guide, 
and binoculars. Breakfast is included on Saturday morning.

Pocket Birding for Spring Migrants   
Marblehead & Nahant

Date:  Tuesday, May 12 / 6:00–11:00 am
Leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education Coordinator

Cost:  $33 members, $41 nonmembers

Mass Audubon’s Marblehead Neck and Nahant Thicket 
Wildlife Sanctuaries are two small gems along the 
Essex County coast. As undeveloped oases in suburban 
neighborhoods, they are a magnet for migrating songbirds. 
Explore these pocket paradises and see what you can find! 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center (or at Marblehead Neck 
at 7:00 am). Dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a field 
guide, and snacks.
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Statewide Volunteer Day: 
Salt Marsh Clean Up
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Saturday, April 25 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm
Leader: David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Cost:  Free

Make plans to participate in Mass Audubon’s 14th Annual 
Statewide Volunteer Day! Spend the morning helping Joppa 
Flats get a jump on spring cleaning while you reconnect 
with nature. This year, we will focus on our salt marsh and 
the water’s edge along the Merrimack River. You’re invited to 
help us ensure a resilient and healthy salt marsh, and keep 
our shoreline beautiful!
Preregistration is not required. Bring work gloves and snacks, 
dress for the weather, and wear sturdy boots. Program will be 
held rain or shine.

Birding by Ear Workshop   
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, & Vicinity

Dates:  Friday, May 1 / 7:00–9:00 pm (lecture) 
 Saturday, May 2 / 6:00 am–12:00 pm (field trip)
Leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director

Cost:  $95 members, $125 nonmembers

No matter where you bird, the ability to identify species 
by ear will give you a deeper understanding of the avian 
community around you. In this two-day workshop you’ll 
learn the methods and resources for discerning bird 
vocalizations. On Friday evening, we’ll review materials and 
techniques to connect sounds with images. In the field on 
Saturday morning, we’ll practice what we’ve learned and 
discuss aids that will help you with bird sounds when you’re 
on your own. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring a field guide for 
reference. For the field trip, wear warm clothing and waterproof 
shoes/boots, and bring snacks and binoculars.
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Banding Station Visit for Birders   
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newbury

Date:  Saturday, May 23 / 8:00–11:00 am
Leaders: Ben Flemer, Joppa Flats Banding Station Manager; 
 Lynette Leka, Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalist

Cost:  $15 members, $20 nonmembers

Visit Joppa Flats’ Bird Banding Station on Parker River 
National Wildlife Refuge to observe the bird banding 
process. Mass Audubon scientists capture, evaluate, and 
release migrant songbirds while you learn about migration 
and habitat use. Don’t miss this rare opportunity—the 
station operates only during the height of migration in 
spring (April and May) and fall (September and October) and 
is very weather dependent. 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars and 
cameras. Dress for the weather. 

Introduction to Education 
Volunteering at Joppa Flats
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport, & Vicinity 

Leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School & Family Education 
 Coordinator; Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalists

Cost:  $25 members, $35 nonmembers, per session 

Take your first step toward becoming a Joppa Flats 
education volunteer with these in-the-field trainings. Joppa 
Flats volunteers help staff and teacher naturalists present 
programs to schools, groups, and families throughout 
the school year, both indoors and out, in a wide variety of 
environments. Come to one, two, or all of these trainings and 
join the fun!

WINTER SERIES Select Tuesdays / 9:30 am–1:30 pm
January 7: Birds of Prey on Plum Island 
January 14: Coastal Erosion, Seals, & Sea Level Rise
January 21: Wintering Birds & Winter Banding

SPRING SERIES Select Tuesdays / 8:30 am–12:30 pm
April 7: Bird Banding Station & Maritime Forest
April 14: Salt Marsh & Sandy Beach Ecology
April 28: Rocky Shore & Tide Pools

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Dress for the weather with 
appropriate footwear and bring a snack.

Evening Birding Ramble 
at Appleton Farms Grass Rides
Appleton Farms Grass Rides, Hamilton 
Cosponsored by The Trustees 

Date:  Thursday, May 14 / 5:00–7:00 pm
Leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education Coordinator

Cost:  $13 members, $15 nonmembers

Appleton Farms Grass Rides, owned by The Trustees, hosts 
mixed habitats that support many bird species. We’ll look 
for May nesting birds, such as Red-winged Blackbirds, 
Baltimore Orioles, Eastern Meadowlarks, Bobolinks, Scarlet 
Tanagers, and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, as we note 
courtship behavior and birdsong.  
Meet at Appleton Farms Grass Rides parking lot on Highland 
Street in Hamilton. Bring binoculars, snacks, water, and 
comfortable walking shoes.

The Birds of Cogswell’s Grant   
Cogswell’s Grant, Essex
Cosponsored by Historic New England

Date:  Monday, May 18 / 8:30–10:30 am
Leader:  Dave Weaver, BCP

Cost:  $12 members*, $16 nonmembers

The scenic 165-acre Cogswell’s Grant in Essex, owned by 
Historic New England, offers a variety of habitats that 
attract a treasure trove of birds, such as Bobolinks and 
Baltimore Orioles, which nest in local fields and forests in 
May. Walking through the Grant, we’ll listen and watch for 
nesting and migrating birds. Afterward, take a brief tour of 
the historic house on the property. 
Meet at Cogswell’s Grant on Spring Street in Essex. Dress for the 
weather and bring binoculars. *Member pricing applies to both 
members of Mass Audubon and Historic New England.

Bird-a-thon Madness   
Essex County & Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Saturday, May 16 / 8:00 am–6:00 pm
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 Bill Gette, Joppa Flats Founding Director; Susan Hardy, BCP

Cost:  $100 members and nonmembers

Bird-a-thon is Mass Audubon’s biggest fundraising effort, 
and we want you on the Joppa Flats team! We’ll count as 
many bird species as we can throughout Essex County, 
possibly as many as 100, moving quickly but always making 
sure that everyone sees the birds. Afterward, join us for a 
pizza party to celebrate an exciting day! All birding ability 
levels are welcome.
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars, lunch, 
water, and snacks. 
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Imagine, Sing, & Learn at Joppa
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Select Fridays / 10:00–11:30 am
Ages:  Families with children ages 3–6
Leader:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School & Family 
 Education Coordinator
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers, per session

 children $6 members, $8 nonmembers, per session 

These fun-filled morning programs are perfect for both 
you and your active preschooler! Our structured activities 
include hands-on science, music and movement, a thematic 
snack, and an outdoor adventure if the weather complies. 
Keep the learning going with take-home coloring pages and 
fun follow-up activities.

January 10: Penguins of the South 
January 24: Polar Bears of the North 
February 7: Tracks in the Snow
February 28: Bald Eagles on the River
March 6: Seals on the Shore 
March 20: Whales on the Move

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Dress for the weather 
since some activities may take place outdoors. 

Family Nature Night: Owl Prowl
Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary, Rowley

Date:  Friday, March 13 / 6:30–8:30 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 6–11
Leader:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School & Family 
 Education Coordinator

Cost:  adults and children $8 members, $10 nonmembers

Come hooting with Joppa Flats naturalists in search of 
local owls just beginning to nest! On our walk, we’ll learn 
about the superpowers that owls use to survive the winter 
and raise their young. With some luck, we might stumble 
upon tracks, scat, or burrows—evidence of other nocturnal 
animals.
                 Meet at Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary. Children  
 must be accompanied by an adult. Dress warmly  
       with hats, mittens, boots, and snow pants. A   
               flashlight is recommended for each family. 
                                      Please note, there are no restrooms at 
            Rough Meadows.

Family Open House: Celebrate the Sea!
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Date:  Sunday, March 22 / 10:00 am–3:00 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 2–10
Leader:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School & Youth Education 
 Coordinator; Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalists

Cost: Free

You’re invited to Joppa Flats for fun, hands-on activities and 
exhibits that spotlight the wonders of our mighty Atlantic! 
Learn about ocean giants and creatures of the deep, play 
ocean-themed games, and create seaworthy art. Find out 
where our seafood comes from, how people can collect 
energy from the ocean, and how to protect our oceans and 
coastline as they show signs of climate change. Family 
presentations will be offered at 11:00 am and 1:00 pm.
This is a drop-in, rain-or-shine event. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Preregistration is not required. Dress 
for the weather as some activities may take place outdoors. 

See, Think, & Wonder Walks
Newburyport Vicinity

Dates: Select Thursdays / 2:00–3:30 pm
Ages:  Families with children ages 3–6
Leader:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School & Family 
 Education Coordinator
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers, per session

            children $6 members, $8 nonmembers, per session

Let’s head out to our spectacular local habitats to see what’s 
new! We love to find things; think about colors, shapes, 
and patterns; and wonder why this place is a special home 
to wildlife. Each nature exploration is presented in a fun, 
energetic format that children—and adults—will enjoy.

April 2: Signs of Spring Forest Walk
Meet at Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Parking Lot #4.
April 16: Spring Pools Spree
Meet at Amesbury Town Forest, Amesbury.
May 7: Ponding at the Edge
Meet at Camp Kent Nature Center, Amesbury.  
May 28: Horseshoe Crab Treasure Hunt
Meet at Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary, Rowley. 

Dress for the weather with waterproof footwear. Not for siblings 
under 3. In case of inclement weather, this will take place 
indoors at Joppa Flats Education Center.

Child & Family Programs
Joppa Flats
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APRIL VACATION WEEK

Nature Photography for Teens
Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Tuesday–Friday, April 21–24 / 9:00 am–4:00 pm 
Ages:  Teens ages 13–16
Leaders:  Debra Wrobel, Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalist; 
 Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalists

Cost:  $225 members, $265 nonmembers, entire week

Explore the natural world with your camera lens and create 
a portfolio of your own wildlife photography while having fun 
outdoors! With a special guest photographer, you’ll spend 
a bit of each day learning how digital cameras work and 
tricks of the trade before heading outdoors to practice your 
new skills. Investigate a different local habitat each day to 
capture various kinds of light, textures, and creatures, while 
we combine science, art, technology, and fun! 

Tuesday, April 21: Forest Photography
It’s spring and the forest is awakening! You’ll take a forest 
hike through Maudslay State Park and use science tools 
like binoculars, field microscopes, and nature guides while 
finding photo subjects hiding under logs, building nests, 
and hunting for food. 

Wednesday, April 22: Birds through the Lens
Learn all about returning songbirds and how scientists 
study them at Joppa Flats’ bird banding station, which 
provides great opportunities to photograph birds up close. 
Then we’ll scout forests, beaches, and wetlands of the Parker 
River National Wildlife Refuge for additional photo subjects.

Thursday, April 23: Focus on Raptors
Let’s see how many raptor species we can spot on the Parker 
River National Wildlife Refuge as we climb observation 
towers and use a bird blind. A live raptor presentation 
at Joppa Flats by a rehabilitator gives you a chance to 
photograph raptors indoors and in-the-hand.

Friday, April 24: Tide Pool Photography
Discover tidal wildlife, such as hermits, crabs, snails, and 
more, on a tide-pooling excursion to beautiful Plum Island. 
We’ll use video and photos to create a vivid slideshow to 
showcase the marine biodiversity in the tide pools.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Participants are required 
to bring their own digital camera (any camera with a removable 
SD card). Registration deadline is April 7. A confirmation packet 
with more details will be sent upon registration. 

School Vacation Weeks

FEBRUARY VACATION WEEK

 Open House Mornings 
for Families

 Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport

Dates:  Tuesday & Thursday, February 18 & 20 / 
 10:00 am–12:00 pm 
Ages:  Families with children ages 2–10
Leader: Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School & Family 
 Education Coordinator
Cost:  Free

 Suggested donation $10 per family

Drop in for family fun! You’ll see winter bird banding 
demonstrations and try out science and art activities. 
"Miss Lisa" invites you to join her at 11:00 for an energetic 
educational presentation where everyone participates in 
the fun of an interactive multimedia show. Following the 
presentation, weather permitting, we’ll go outside for a 
group game. 

February 18: Eagles, Owls, & Hawks
February 20: Backyard Birds in Winter

This is a drop-in, rain-or-shine program. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Preregistration is not required. Please 
dress for the weather as we will be outside for part of the time. 

FEBRUARY VACATION WEEK

Afternoon Birding for Families
Newburyport & Newbury

Date:  Tuesday, February 18 / 1:30–3:30 pm
 Snow Date: Thursday, February 20 
Ages:  Families with children ages 6 and up
Leaders:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School & Family Education 
 Coordinator; Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalists
Cost:  adults $7 members, $9 nonmembers

 children $6 members, $8 nonmembers

Can you imagine seeing a Bald Eagle or a Snowy Owl on 
a winter walk? Families will travel in their cars to several 
birding hot spots on the Parker River National Wildlife 
Refuge with Joppa Flats naturalists in the lead. Once there, 
we’ll walk on cleared trails to search for the birds that are 
here for the winter. Then, we’ll wrap up with hot chocolate 
back at Joppa Flats.
Meet at Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Parking Lot #1. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. Not for younger 
siblings. Wear warm layers and footwear for wet conditions. 
Bring binoculars if you have them.

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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Homeschool Field Trips   
Newburyport & Vicinity

Dates: Select Fridays / 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Ages:  Youth ages 7–14
Leader:  Lisa Hutchings, Joppa Flats School & Family Education 
 Coordinator

Cost:  $18 members, $24 nonmembers, per program 

Homeschoolers, connect with the natural world through 
hands-on learning and student-centered inquiry! Each 
excursion will introduce science tools, group challenges, 
and an in-depth study of a specific habitat.

MARCH 27: SEAL SCOUTING AT SALISBURY BEACH
Salisbury Beach Sate Reservation, Salisbury
Visit the mouth of the Merrimack River to view and 
photograph Harbor Seals, wintering ducks, and possibly 
Snowy Owls.

APRIL 10: SPRING PONDING AT CAMP KENT 
NATURE CENTER
Amesbury
This is a great time and place to discover the wildlife 
differences in a pond versus a vernal pool. As a bonus, 
there will be plenty of rotting logs hiding other exciting 
early spring creatures just waiting to be found.

MAY 29: IN SEARCH OF HORSESHOE CRABS
Rough Meadows Wildlife Refuge, Rowley
It’s the season for horseshoe crabs to come ashore to 
lay their eggs, and we aim to witness this remarkable 
event! Learn about the life cycle of these "living fossils" 
with our collection of live horseshoe crabs, ages 1, 3, 
and 10 years old.

Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Dress for the outdoors 
and bring a nut-free snack. A health form for your child will 
accompany your registration confirmation. Programs are not 
designed to include siblings outside the stated age range.  

Mother’s Day at the 
Bird Banding Station
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, Newburyport

Date:  Sunday, May 10 / 9:30–11:30 am
Ages:  Families with children ages 6 and up
Leaders:  Ben Flemer, Joppa Flats Bird Banding Station Manager; 
 Lynette Leka, Joppa Flats Teacher Naturalist
Cost:  adults $8 members, $10 nonmembers 

          children $5 members, $6 nonmembers 

Take Mom for an exciting family visit to the Joppa Flats Bird 
Banding Station. See Mass Audubon scientists evaluate and 
release migrant songbirds we've captured while you learn 
about migration and habitat use. Don’t miss this opportunity—
the station only operates during the height of migration in 
spring (April and May) and fall (September and October). 
Meet at Joppa Flats Education Center. Bring binoculars and 
cameras. Dress for the weather.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM JOPPA FLATS!
Mass Audubon members can celebrate their child’s special day 
at Joppa Flats. For $260, our birthday party package includes:

• Two hours of themed hands-on activities with time         
   allotted for cake 
• Private program space
• All tableware (tablecloths, napkins, plates, utensils)
• Decorations and birthday banner
• A take-home art project for each child
• A customized goodie bag for the birthday child

AGES 4–5: 
Limited to 12 children with one participating parent per child (required).
Year-round Themes: Backyard Birds, Eagles & Owls, Ocean 
Odyssey, Polar Pals
Spring–Fall Themes: Beach Creatures, Ponding Party, Backyard 
Bug Hunt, Oh My Butterflies

AGES 6–10: 
Base cost covers up to 12 children with one adult chaperone per every 
five children. $15/additional child, up to 16 children max. 
Year-round Themes: Local Raptors, Endangered Animals, Ocean 
Science, Bird Watchers 
Spring–Fall Themes: Touch Tank Caretakers, Birding Blitz 
Challenge, Pond Science, Insect Investigations

Contact Joppa Flats School and Family Education Coordinator Lisa 
Hutchings at lhutchings@massaudubon.org for more information 
and reservations. Please reserve at least two months in advance. 
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Texas to New Mexico: Bosque del 
Apache & the Rio Grande Corridor
Texas & New Mexico

Dates:  Tuesday, January 7–Monday, January 13, 2020 (7 days)
Leaders:  Bill Gette, Joppa Flats Founding Director; Alison O’Hare, BCP 
Cost:  $1,395 members, $1,495 nonmembers

Deposit:  $400 nonrefundable

The Rio Grande Valley in New Mexico is a fabulous 
destination for viewing birds in the winter. At Bosque del 
Apache National Wildlife Refuge and other wetlands, you 
should see tens of thousands of cranes, ducks, and geese. 
In the thickets and grasslands, you’ll find a wonderful 
diversity of passerines, especially sparrows. We will follow 
the river valley from El Paso, Texas, to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, to bird mountain, riparian, desert, grassland, and 
aquatic habitats. The generally mild winter weather and 
the fantastic birds will make this trip one to remember. We 
could see more than 130 species of birds, including Ross’s 
Goose, Clark’s Grebe, Sandhill Crane, Juniper Titmouse, 
Crissal Thrasher, Black-tailed Gnatcatcher, Black-throated 
Sparrow, Burrowing Owl, Pyrrhuloxia, Red-naped Sapsucker, 
Mountain Chickadee, and Golden and Bald eagles. We also 
have a good chance of seeing Black, Brown-capped, and 
Gray-crowned rosy-finches.
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement is 
available for an additional $400. For more information, call 
978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Leaders 
will send out trip materials after final payment is received. 
Cancellations made within 30 days of departure cannot be 
refunded or credited unless we can fill your space. Note: Please 
do not make your flight arrangements until you have checked 
with the trip leaders.

Martha’s Vineyard Winter Weekend
Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts

Dates:  Friday, January 17–Sunday, January 19, 2020 (3 days)
Leaders:  Amy Weidensaul, Ipswich River Sanctuary Director; 
 Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher Naturalist
Cost:  $575 members, $675 nonmembers

Deposit:  $150 nonrefundable

Martha’s Vineyard lies five miles south of Woods Hole, and 
this scenic island boasts an impressive diversity of birds 
during the winter months. The island’s varied habitats 
include high bluffs for viewing seabirds, numerous ponds 
and bays for ducks, vast fields and thickets for passerines, 
and a second-growth forest for owls. Witness thousands 
of sea ducks, loons, grebes, and alcids on our sea watches, 
and countless songbirds in the fields and thickets around 
the island. In the end, we could observe around 100 species 
including rarities such as Barn Owl, Eurasian Wigeon, 
Yellow-breasted Chat, and more.
Fee includes round-trip van transportation from Ipswich River, 
ferry, breakfast, field instruction, and accommodations (rates 
are for double occupancy; single rooms are available for an 
additional $175). For an itinerary, call 978-887-9264 or email 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org. Cancellations made within 30 
days of departure cannot be refunded or credited unless we can 
fill your space.

Leaders’ Choice Getaway
Somewhere in New England

Dates:  Thursday, January 30–Friday, January 31, 2020 (2 days)
Leaders:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education 
 Coordinator; Dave Weaver, BCP
Cost: $295 members, $345 nonmembers

Deposit:  $100 nonrefundable

Join Dave and Dave for an adventure into the winter 
wonderland of New England. The goal of this two-day, 
one-night trip is to seek out winter specialties. We will 
chase after rarities such as northern owls and rare gulls, 
of course, but our main focus is to find winter finches, 
redpolls, and Bohemian Waxwings. Our destination will 
depend on the most recent reports. On previous trips, 
we have seen Northern Hawk Owl, Evening Grosbeaks, 
Bohemian Waxwings, Snow Buntings, Gray Jay, White-
winged Crossbills, and much more! We promise fun, a place 
to sleep, and some great birds.
Cost is for double occupancy. Final payment is due December 
31, 2019. Trip details are determined a couple of days before 
departure and will be sent to all participants by email.

Trips & Tours
Ipswich River & Joppa Flats

Roadrunner
©Dave Larson
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Birding South Florida, West to East
South Florida

Dates:  Friday, February 28–Friday, March 6, 2020 (8 days)
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; 
 Donna Cooper, BCP; Chip Blake, Orion magazine’s 
 Editor-in-Chief & Executive Director
Cost:       $1,495 members, $1,595 nonmembers

Deposit:  $400 nonrefundable

South Florida is a birder’s paradise—especially if you’re a 
birder who loves Cuban sandwiches! There will be birds 
galore, beginning at iconic sites such as Sanibel Island 
and Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary; stopping to visit the 
Poisonwood groves of Key Largo and Everglades National 
Park; whisking through the Miami suburbs to find resident 
quirky, exotic species; and ending in the rich aquatic beds 
of Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge. If you haven’t been 
to South Florida in a while, you will find noticeable changes, 
as alligators are now everywhere and some birds that once 
were rare have recovered, such as the seemingly half-
evolved Limpkin. The juxtaposition of sawgrass marshes 
dotted with tropical hardwood hammocks and dense but 
sometimes birdy urban habitats will give us plenty to 
ponder. Glorious waders such as Roseate Spoonbills and 
Reddish Egrets will amaze us, and the Black Vultures will 
keep our eyes wide. Specialties such as Short-tailed Hawk, 
Snail Kite, Snowy and Wilson’s plovers, Burrowing Owl, and 
White-crowned Pigeon will be our goals at specific sites. 
We’ll even target the exotic Purple Swamphen, which looks 
like a drawing of a gallinule by cartoonist Gary Larson. After 
this trip, no matter who you visit in Florida in the future, 
you’ll also have lots of options for great birding on the side!
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement is 
available for an additional $400. For more information, call 
978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Final 
payment is due January 28, 2020. Leaders will send out trip 
materials after final payment is received. Cancellations made 
within 30 days of departure cannot be refunded or credited 
unless we can fill your space. Please do not make your flight 
arrangements until you have checked with the trip leaders.

Florida: Birding the Southern 
Peninsula & the Dry Tortugas
South Florida & the Keys

Dates: Saturday, April 18–Saturday, April 25, 2020 (8 days)
Leaders: Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher Naturalist; 
 Carol Decker, former Ipswich River Sanctuary Director
Cost:   $2,395 members, $2,495 nonmembers

Deposit:  $150 nonrefundable

Southern Florida is home to an amazing population of 
birdlife not found anywhere else in North America. In April, 
migrants make landfall from their southern wintering 
grounds and join nesting resident birds. The parks 
and preserves we will visit are well known and are as 
interesting as the birdlife, including Ding Darling National 
Wildlife Refuge, Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, and National 
Key Deer Refuge. Take a boat to Dry Tortugas National Park, 
located 68 miles west of Key West. This exciting area is 
where exhausted neomigrants land to rest after crossing 
the Gulf of Mexico. At Everglades National Park, take a tram 
ride through Shark Valley’s expansive sawgrass marsh and 
photograph nearby wading birds and alligators. Southern 
Florida has an incredible diversity of habitats including 
Slash Pine wood flats, home to the endangered Red-
cockaded Woodpecker and mangrove-fringed tidal lagoons 
where Mangrove Cuckoos call. Mudflats and coastal 
dunes are foraging sights for large numbers of shorebirds 
including Wilson’s and Snowy plovers and a variety of ibis, 
herons, and egrets. During our 2016 trip we observed 147 
bird species including Snail Kite, Burrowing Owl, White-
crowned Pigeon, and Limpkin. 
Please note: This trip is currently filled. If you wish to be added 
to the waitlist should a spot open up, please contact our office 
at 978-887-9264 or ipswichriver@massaudubon.org.

Trips & Tours
Ipswich River & Joppa Flats

Red Knots ©Scott Santino
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South Carolina: 
Birding the Coastal Lowlands
Coastal South Carolina

Dates:  Wednesday, April 22–Monday, April 27, 2020 (6 days)
Leader:  Bill Gette, Joppa Flats Founding Director
Cost:  $1,250 members, $1,350 nonmembers

Deposit:  $450 nonrefundable

The South Carolina coastal lowlands are a premier birding 
destination. During our six-day program, we will explore 
the area’s most productive birding venues. Our itinerary 
includes visits to the Savannah National Wildlife Refuge, 
Pinckney Island National Wildlife Refuge, several wildlife 
management areas (e.g., Webb, Donnelley, and Bear Island), 
the Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge at Bull Island, 
Francis Marion National Forest, Congaree National Park, 
and the floodplain forests along the Savannah River. Since 
we will be visiting so many different habitats during early 
spring migration, you can expect to see a wide variety of 
birds. Our target species will include several restricted-
range rarities such as Swainson’s Warbler, Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker, Wood Stork, Painted Bunting, Brown-headed 
Nuthatch, and Bachman’s Sparrow. Along the coastal 
wetlands and barrier beaches, you will see many species 
of waders and shorebirds; with luck, we will find a Wilson’s 
Plover. In the extensive lowland pine/oak forests, we will 
also see many species of southern wood-warblers including 
Prothonotary, Hooded, Kentucky, and Yellow-throated. 
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement is 
available for an additional $450. For more information, call 
978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Final 
payment is due March 22, 2020. Leaders will send out trip 
materials after final payment is received. Cancellations made 
within 30 days of departure cannot be refunded or credited 
unless we can fill your space. Please do not make your flight 
arrangements until you have checked with the trip leaders.

Alaska: Birding Anchorage, 
the Kenai Peninsula, & Nome
Southwestern Alaska

Dates:  Monday, June 8–Tuesday, June 16, 2020 (9 days)
Leaders:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director; Dave Larson, 
 Joppa Flats Science & Education Coordinator
Cost:  $4,100 members, $4,200 nonmembers

Deposit:  $1,000 nonrefundable

Alaska is an incredible wildlife viewing destination. Our 
itinerary includes visits to three areas that offer rich 
histories, majestic landscapes, diverse habitats, and a 
wide variety of birds, mammals, and wildflowers. First, in 
Anchorage, we’ll visit Spenard Crossing and Westchester 
Lagoon to see a variety of waterfowl, including Red-necked 
Grebes in breeding plumage. Then, we’ll drive up Arctic 
Valley Road to explore a boreal forest and walk along forest 
trails at the Campbell Creek Science Center to see breeding 
land birds. On the Kenai Peninsula, we’ll visit Tern Lake 
to see Arctic Tern, Red-throated Loon, and a wonderful 
variety of wildflowers; stop at the Bear Creek Fish Weir to 
view American Dipper and salmon swimming upstream 
to spawn; and take a cruise through Resurrection Bay and 
into Kenai Fjords National Park to see magnificent glaciers, 
many species of alcids, and marine mammals, including 
humpback whale and sea otter. On the Seward Peninsula 
at Nome, we’ll explore the three "roads to nowhere"—
Kougarok, Council, and Teller—devoting an entire day to each 
road. Along Kougarok Road, we’ll look for Arctic Warbler, 
Bluethroat, and Bristle-thighed Curlew. Council Road, which 
passes through Safety Sound, offers excellent opportunities 
for viewing a large variety of muskox, Lapland Longspur, and 
Long-tailed and Parasitic jaegers. Teller Road, which leads 
73 miles to the Inupiat village of Teller, is the best place 
to see Willow Ptarmigan, Pacific Golden-plover, Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Rough-legged Hawk, Short-eared Owl, and Northern 
Wheatear. 

If you’re interested in extending your Alaska trip to the 
Pribilof Islands (June 18–23), please see "Alaska: Pribilof 
Islands Extension" on page 34.  

Cost includes ground transportation, lodging, boat cruise into 
Resurrection Bay, and round-trip flights from Anchorage to 
Nome. Meals and personal items are not included. There is no 
single-room supplement available on this trip. Please call 
978-462-9998 for a detailed brochure. Final payment is due 
April 7, 2020. Trip materials will be sent upon receipt of final 
payment. If cancellations are made within 60 days of departure, 
payment cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your 
space.

American Avocets ©Scott Santino
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Alaska: Pribilof Islands Extension
The Bering Sea

Dates:  Thursday, June 18–Tuesday, June 23, 2020 (6 days)
Leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education Coordinator 
Cost:  $4,400 members, $4,500 nonmembers

Deposit: $1,000 nonrefundable

The Pribilof Islands, located in the Bering Sea, 771 air miles 
west of Anchorage, are often referred to as the "Galápagos 
Islands of the North." This title reflects the islands’ similar 
volcanic origins and isolation from other land masses 
as well as the abundance of wildlife, often seen in very 
close proximity. During our Pribilof Islands adventure, we 
will explore St. Paul Island, famous for its seabird nesting 
colonies, particularly on the steep western and southern 
cliffs. St. Paul also hosts huge rookeries of northern fur seals 
and is an extraordinary place to watch and photograph 
wildlife. This trip is available with or without the earlier trip, 
"Alaska: Birding Anchorage, the Kenai Peninsula, & Nome" 
(June 8–16) on page 33.
Round-trip air transportation from Anchorage to St. Paul Island 
is included, as are lodging, meals, and guided tours on St. Paul 
Island. Meals, museum admissions, and other activities in the 
Anchorage area are not included. Single rooms are not available 
on this trip. Please call 978-462-9998 for a detailed brochure. 
Final payment is due April 7, 2020. Trip materials will be sent 
upon receipt of final payment. If cancellations are made within 
60 days of departure, payment cannot be refunded or credited 
unless we can fill your space.

Machias Seal Island & Eastern Maine
Northeastern Maine 

Dates:  Friday, June 26–Sunday, June 28, 2020 (3 days)
Leader:  David Moon, Joppa Flats Sanctuary Director
Cost:  $690 members, $790 nonmembers

Deposit:  $200 nonrefundable

A trip to Machias Seal Island and eastern Maine during 
nesting season is a fantastic experience! We will visit 
Machias Seal Island, the Deblois Blueberry Barrens, Quoddy 
Head State Park, and many other sites in the Machias/
Cutler area. On our 33 previous expeditions, we have 
seen a total of 204 species of birds and a good variety of 
mammals. Machias Seal Island is noted as a nesting colony 
for seabirds, including Atlantic Puffins, Common Murres, 
Razorbills, and Arctic Terns. The Deblois Blueberry Barrens 
and the Cutler area are noted for a wide variety of land birds, 
including Upland Sandpiper, Boreal Chickadee, Yellow-
bellied Flycatcher, and Canada Jay. Throughout our trip, we 

will see and hear nesting warblers as well.
Cost is for double occupancy. A single-room supplement 
is available for an additional $200. For more information, 
call 978-462-9998 or email joppaflats@massaudubon.org. 
Final payment is due May 8, 2020. Leaders will send out trip 
materials after final payment is received. Cancellations made 
within 30 days of departure cannot be refunded or credited 
unless we can fill your space.

Puffins & Peatlands
Downeast Maine

Dates:  Thursday, July 9–Sunday, July 12, 2020 (4 days)
Leaders:  Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher Naturalist; 
 Carol Decker, former Ipswich River Sanctuary Director
Cost:  $895 members, $995 nonmembers

Deposit:  $150 nonrefundable

Take a boat ride to Machias Seal Island, 10 miles off the 
coast of Maine, to view stunning Atlantic Puffins in their 
colorful breeding plumage, along with Razorbills, Arctic 
Terns, and Common Murres. This is the spot to see and 
photograph Atlantic Puffins up close and personal. In the 
boreal forests search for nesting warblers, vireos, and 
thrushes and look for northern specialty birds including 
Boreal Chickadee, Spruce Grouse, and Canada Jay. Along the 
coast explore Cobscook Bay and Quoddy Head Light, and 
scan for seabirds, whales, and dolphins from the cliffs and 
ledges. You’ll thoroughly enjoy the unique ecology of this 
region, including boreal forests, raised bogs, and an offshore 
seabird nesting colony.
Fee includes double occupancy motel accommodations 
(single-room supplement available for an additional $190), 
round-trip van transportation, boat trip, entrance fees, and field 
instruction. Participants must have a passport to enter Canada. 
For an itinerary, call 978-887-9264 or email 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org. Register at least six weeks in 
advance. Cancellations within 30 days of departure cannot be 
refunded or credited unless we can fill your space.

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS

Trips & Tours
Ipswich River & Joppa Flats
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Birding Washington’s 
Olympic Peninsula
Washington

Dates: Tuesday, September 8–Wednesday, September 16, 2020 
 (9 days)
Leaders: Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education 
 Coordinator; Susan Hardy, BCP
Cost: $1,995 members, $2,095 nonmembers

Deposit: $500 nonrefundable

The Olympic Peninsula of northwestern Washington 
State is a scenic treasure, combining rich coastal waters, 
expanses of beaches and forests, snow-capped mountains, 
a temperate-zone rain forest, and great wildlife. Our fall trip 
is designed to cover several of these habitats and see a 
wide variety of birds in a grand tour. Among our many target 
species will be Sooty Grouse, Pacific pelagic birds, Red-
breasted Sapsucker, Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Hutton’s Vireo, 
Canada and Steller’s jays, Common Raven, Violet-green 
Swallow, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, American Dipper, Red 
Crossbill, and a variety of western warblers, sparrows, and 
finches. During our last four trips we have seen more than 
200 species of birds and 25 species of mammals.
Cost includes ground transportation, double-occupancy lodging, 
the pelagic trip, admissions, and fees. Air transportation, meals, 
and personal expenses are not included. The listed fees are for 
double occupancy; a single-room supplement is available for an 
additional $500. For more information or a detailed brochure, 
please call 978-462-9998. Final payment is due August 8, 2020. 
Cancellations made within 30 days of departure cannot be 
refunded or credited unless we can fill your space. Please do not 
make your flight arrangements until you have checked with the 
trip leaders.

Monhegan Island Weekend
Monhegan Island, Maine

Dates:  Friday, September 18–Sunday, September 20, 2020 

 (3 days)
Leaders:  Amy Weidensaul, Ipswich River Sanctuary Director; 

 Scott Santino, Ipswich River Teacher Naturalist
Cost:  $595 members, $695 nonmembers

Deposit:  $150 nonrefundable

Enjoy a weekend of birding and naturalizing on this 
beautiful rockbound island. Located 10 miles off the coast 
of Maine, Monhegan is not only remote and enchanting, but 
also a trap for migrant songbirds. Hawks will be on their 
flight south, and in past years we have had incredible aerial 
displays from migrating falcons. We will explore a variety 
of habitats, including freshwater pond, coniferous forest, 
and rocky shoreline. Seals can be seen from the island, and 
sighting a whale is always a possibility. We will stay at the 
charming Monhegan House in the heart of the village.
Fee includes round-trip van transportation from the sanctuary 
to Port Clyde, a one-hour ferry trip to and from the island, 
double occupancy lodging (single-room supplement available 
for an additional $100), most meals, and field instruction. For 
an itinerary, call 978-887-9264 or email 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org. Please register at least six 
weeks in advance. Cancellations within 30 days of departure 
cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your space. 

Autumn in Yellowstone 
& the Grand Tetons
Montana & Wyoming

Dates:  Saturday, September 26–Monday, October 5, 2020 
 (10 days)

Leader:  Dave Larson, Joppa Flats Science & Education Coordinator
Cost: $1,995 members, $2,095 nonmembers

Deposit: $500 nonrefundable

One of the most iconic and beautiful natural areas of the 
continental United States is Yellowstone National Park/
Grand Teton National Park in northwest Wyoming. The 
rugged mountains, crystalline lakes, broad grasslands, 
rushing rivers, hot springs and geysers, and amazing 
wildlife make this area a sensory hot spot. We will not only 
focus on birds, but on mammals, scenery, and the total 
package. This is a perfect trip for those interested in natural 
history and this wonderful part of the country.
Cost is for double occupancy; no single-supplement rooms are 
available. For more information, call 978-462-9998 or email 
joppaflats@massaudubon.org. Final payment is due August 25, 
2020. Leader will send out trip materials after final payment 
is received. Cancellations made within 30 days of departure 
cannot be refunded or credited unless we can fill your space. 
Please do not make your flight arrangements until you have 
checked with the trip leader.

Monhegan Island ©Scott Santino
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Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary
87 Perkins Row, Topsfield, MA 01983 
978-887-9264 Office / 978-887-0875 Fax 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org

One of Mass Audubon’s largest sanctuaries, Ipswich River 
offers nearly 2,000 acres of land and more than 12 miles 
of interconnecting trails that invite you to explore forests, 
meadows, and wetlands. Mowed fields provide habitat 
for American Woodcocks and Eastern Bluebirds, while 
the floodplain forests are resting and nesting sites for 
warblers and vireos. Canoe along eight miles of the Ipswich 
River, which meanders through the sanctuary, and camp 
on Perkins Island, a half-mile up the river. Members can 
rent canoes from May 1 through October 31. Members can 
also rent a small cabin that is conveniently located close 
to the sanctuary’s program facilities and sleeps four. In 
spring, listen for the chorus of American toads and pickerel 
frogs. In various seasons, watch for river otters, Painted 
Turtles, and Great Blue Herons. View an active beaver lodge 
in Rockery Pond. Climb the drumlin and esker, landscape 
features created by a glacier 15,000 years ago. In winter, 
sap buckets fill the sugar grove, marking the season of our 
maple sugaring programs. Huge rocks and exotic trees and 
shrubs that were part of a former arboretum provide an 
adventurous walk along the Rockery Trail.

Office & Gift Shop Hours 
May 1–October 31 
Tues–Fri: 9:00 am–4:00 pm
Sat, Sun & Mon holidays: 9:00 am–5:00 pm 
November 1–April 30
Tues–Sun & Mon holidays: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

Trail Hours 
Tues–Sun & Mon holidays from dawn to dusk 

Admission 
Admission free for members
adults $6 nonmembers
children (ages 2–12) $4 nonmembers 
seniors $4 nonmembers

More to Explore
For information about Cedar Pond, Eastern Point, 
Marblehead Neck, and Nahant Thicket wildlife 
sanctuaries, contact Ipswich River Wildlife 
Sanctuary at 978-887-9264 or 
ipswichriver@massaudubon.org.

For information about Rough Meadows Wildlife 
Sanctuary, contact Joppa Flats Education Center at 
978-462-9998 or
joppaflats@massaudubon.org.

Joppa Flats Education Center 
One Plum Island Turnpike, Newburyport, MA 01950
978-462-9998 Office / 978-462-4143 Fax
joppaflats@massaudubon.org

Joppa Flats Education Center is located at the gateway to
one of the country’s most productive year-round wildlife
viewing areas—the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge
and the Plum Island estuary. Highlights for visitors are the
many species of birds that utilize the area’s extensive salt
marshes, mudflats, rivers, bays, and coastal waters. During
local area field trips, Joppa Flats program participants 
have recorded more than 300 species of birds, including 
Bald Eagle, Snowy Owl, and many warblers, shorebirds, and 
waterfowl. The visitor center overlooking the Merrimack 
River includes a children’s education room, a summertime 
marine touch tank, a conference center, a nature shop, 
butterfly gardens, and interpretive displays.

Education Center Hours
Tues–Sun & Mon holidays: 8:30 am–4:00 pm
Grounds: Open daily from dawn to dusk

Admission
Suggested donation: $2 for nonmembers

Endicott Wildlife Sanctuary
346 Grapevine Road, Wenham, MA 01984
978-927-1122 Office
endicott@massaudubon.org

This sanctuary comprises more than 43 acres of mixed 
woodland, fields, and wetlands and has a walking trail. 
Endicott offers a variety of volunteer opportunities and 
internships in education and ecological management. 
There are programs for teachers and students, including
the Salt Marsh Science Project. Our programs for middle
and high school students focus on real science, with
real scientists and real issues. Coastal topics, invasive
species, and inquiry-based lessons are our specialty.
For more information about our school programs, go to
massaudubon.org/endicott-school.

The Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary Nature Preschool
is located here. It offers programs for 3- to 5-year-olds in 
nature-based emergent curriculum, creative classrooms, 
outdoor play areas, and gardens.

Ipswich River Nature Preschool Office
Karen First, Preschool Director
978-237-0108
kfirst@massaudubon.org



REGISTRATION
Advance registration with full payment is required for all 
programs unless otherwise noted. You may call in advance 
to inquire about space availability, but we cannot hold a 
space for you until we have received your payment in full. 
Please register early as many programs fill quickly. If you 
are registering for a class and less than one week remains 
before the program begins, please call the sanctuary that 
is hosting the program to confirm space availability. If you 
are not a Mass Audubon member, you may join when you 
register and pay the member program fee.

THREE EASY WAYS TO REGISTER!

Online: Register online at massaudubon.org/catalog. 
(Please note: Some programs and trips do not take online 
registration. In these instances, please call the sanctuary 
that is hosting the program during business hours.)

By Phone: Our staff will be happy to complete your 
registration with credit card by phone.

In Person: Stop by the sanctuary that is hosting the 
program to register in person. (Please note: In-person 
registration should be done prior to the program start date 
to ensure space availability.)

REGISTRATION CONFIRMATION 

Written confirmation is not sent for every program. If 
you would like to receive written confirmation, please let 
the sanctuary that is hosting the program know at the 
time of registration. You will be notified if a program is 
full and you have been added to a waitlist. Please read all 
correspondence carefully as it may contain important 
program information, such as what to bring or wear,  
directions to a location, etc.

FILLED PROGRAMS/WAITLISTS

Most programs have minimum and maximum 
enrollments depending on the type of class and 
instructional techniques. Some programs have waitlists. 
If the program of your choice is full, you will be placed on 
a waitlist when there is one. If you do not wish to remain 
on the waitlist, please notify the wildlife sanctuary that is 
hosting the program and a refund will be issued. We will 
notify you at least 24 hours in advance of the program  
only if space becomes available. If space does not open up,  
you will receive a full refund within three weeks of the  
program date.

CANCELLATION/REFUND*
To receive a program refund if you no longer plan to attend, 
you must notify the sanctuary hosting the program at least 
one week prior to the first class. This policy does not apply 
to day camp programs or overnight trips. Each sanctuary 
reserves the right to change programs, schedules, and 
instructors or to cancel programs due to low enrollment. 
Please note that certain programs require a nonrefundable, 
nontransferable deposit. A full refund will be processed 
if the sanctuary cancels the program. Refunds require 
approximately three weeks for processing.

*For Joppa Flats’ program cancellation policy, please see details in 
the specific program’s online description and in your registration 
confirmation email.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

Most programs are held rain or shine; please dress 
accordingly. We will do our best to notify you if the class is 
canceled or postponed due to the weather. If the weather is 
questionable and you have not heard from us, please call 
the sanctuary.

For programs that list a rain/storm date, we recommend 
that you hold the alternate date open. Refunds will not be 
issued if the class is switched to its alternate date and you 
are not able to attend. If no rain date is listed, we may try 
to reschedule the class. In this case, refunds will be issued 
if you cannot attend on the rescheduled date. If the class 
cannot be rescheduled, you will receive a refund.

QUESTIONS?
If you have additional questions about registration policies 
or a particular program, please call the sanctuary that is 
hosting the program.
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