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TRIP  REPORT 

Dear Folks, 
 

Thank you for participating in our Patagonia adventure.  We saw a total of 139 species of birds, 

13 species of mammals, and some of the most beautiful scenery in the world. 
 

Thank you for always being on time, watching out for each other, and sharing your enthusiasm 

and knowledge.  You all contributed to making our trip a great success. 
 

In this trip summary, I am including:  the Top Ten Birds, Trip Highlights, Location Summaries, 

and Bird and Mammal Checklists. 

 

A.  Top Ten Birds: 
 

Participants voted for the following bird species: 
 

  1. Magellanic Penguin 

  2. Magellanic Woodpeckers (all three of them!) 

  3. Chilean Flamingo 

  4. Andean Condor 

  5 Black-faced Ibis 

  6. Elegant Crested-Tinamou 

  7 Flightless Steamer-Duck 

  8. Southern Giant-Petrel 

  9. Long-tailed Meadowlark 

10. Green-barred Woodpecker 

 

B. Trip Highlights: 
 

Participants provided the following trip highlights.  I hope that these highlights bring back 

happy memories of our trip. 
 

  1. Seeing the Southern Cross; 

  2. watching the Southern Lapwings protecting their babies (around our hotel in Ushuaia); 

  3. walking through the Magellanic Penguin nesting colonies at Punta Tombo; 

  4. watching the Andean Condors circling overhead and then coming in for a landing (en 

route from Estancia Nibepo Aike to Moreno Glacier); 

  5. seeing the Chilean Flamingos in the bordering wetlands of Lago Argentino− some of the 

flamingos were so pink, especially their ankles; 

  6. cruising east though the Beagle Channel−watching the Imperial and Rock Shags in their 

nesting colonies on the islands near Ushuaia; 

  7. having an “Antarctic Dove” (Snowy Sheathbill) land on the roof of our boat where we 

could all see it so well; 

  8. seeing my very first Guanacos, especially at Punta Tombo where they were highlighted 

by the beautiful blue ocean behind them; 

  9. watching out the front window of our bus and seeing the male Lesser (Darwin’s) Rhea 

with at least 12 babies; 

10. enjoying the boat ride from Puerto Pirámides and seeing so many Southern Right 

Whales; 
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B. Trip Highlights (Continued): 
 

11. having a Southern Right Whale come up right under our boat−being within 20 feet of 

that huge creature; 

12. watching the Killer Whales (Orcas)−four of them−swimming up the channel at Caleta 

Valdés; 

13. having the Southern Giant-Petrels fly so close to us at Caleta Valdés that we could see 

the whites of their eyes; 

14. watching the fledgling Patagonia Mockingbird begging for food (Península Valdés); 

15. having a morning to explore the area around Rincón Chico−walking to the cliffs 

overlooking the Southern Elephant Seal beach; 

16. being amazed by the fossil deposits at Punta Delgada; 

17. watching the sheep-shearing demonstration at Estancia Nibepo Aike; 

18. seeing my first Black-browed Albatross from shore near our hotel in Ushuaia; 

19. hearing the calls of the Black-faced Ibises−like someone hitting two pipes together; 

20. taking the one-hour cruise along Moreno Glacier−seeing the blueist blue ever; 

21. having a great search for the Magellanic Woodpeckers−first having to walk through mud 

and water−being disappointed by not seeing them−and then seeing three woodpeckers on 

one tree; 

22. going to the dump in Ushuaia− what trip would be complete without a visit to a dump or 

sewage treatment plant?; 

23. seeing the immature Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle and White-throated Caracara at the 

dump; 

24. having a wonderful dinner at the La Estancia Parrilla Barbecue in Ushuaia; 

25. watching the Gentoo Penguins and Chilean Skuas on the beach near Harberton Ranch; 

26. having a tour of the historic Haberton Ranch; 

27. going to the Glaciarium Ice Museum in El Calafate; 

28. enjoying pre-breakfast walks; 

29. exploring Tierra del Fuego National Park−seeing the large bog and the beautiful 

surrounding mountains; 

30. going to the chocolate shop in El Calafate; 

31. seeing the Patagonian Hog-nosed Skunk in its burrow (Rincón Chico); 

32. having the most beautiful sunset as we returned to Rincón Chico from our whale watch 

cruise−the sky looked as if it were on fire; 

33. seeing two Argentine Gray Foxes; 

34. being amazed by the vast, open expanses of Patagonia; 

35. birding in Buenos Aires−so many species of birds in the middle of the city; 

36. seeing the South American Sea Lions on the islands in the Beagle Channel−huge males 

and much smaller females; 

37. watching the male Dark-bellied Cinclodes singing−lifting and shaking its wings (our 

first afternoon in Ushuaia); 

38. hearing the Austral Pygmy-Owl a long way away and then finally seeing it; 

39. being with a great group of people; and 

40. having Carol do such a great job leading our group! 

 

Thank you again for your participation.  Bill Gette 



PATAGONIA  TRIP  -  NOVEMBER  2015 

 

TRIP  REPORT 
 

C. LOCATION  SUMMARIES: 
 

The following location summaries apply to the dates at the top of the Excel Spreadsheets 

titled “Patagonia Trip Sightings – 2015.” 
 

11/3 (Tuesday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen from noon until approximately 5:00 p.m. in 

Buenos Aires (primarily Costanera Sur Ecologic Reserve and Palermo’s Park). 
 

11/4 (Wednesday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen from the time we arrived in Trelew at about 

2:00 p.m., while driving to the Punta Tombo Penguin Reserve arriving at about 4:00 p.m., 

during our walk through the reserve until 6:15 p.m., and during our drive to Gaiman and 

Posada Los Mimbres. 
 

11/5 (Thursday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen during our pre-breakfast walk around the Posada 

Los Mimbres, during our drive to Península Valdés arriving at noon, at Caleta Valdés and 

Punta Cantor, and during our drive to Estancia Rincón Chico arrived at 6:00 p.m. 
 

11/6 (Friday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen during our pre-breakfast walk around Estancia 

Rincon Chico, during our morning drive and walk to the Southern Elephant Seal breeding 

area until noon, and after lunch during our whale watch trip from Puerto Pirámides into Golfo 

Nuevo, and during our return trip to Estancia Rincón Chico. 
 

11/7A (Saturday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen during our drive from Estancia Rincón Chico to 

the airport in Trelew for our noon flight to Ushuaia. 
 

11/7B (Saturday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen from the time we arrived in Ushuaia (2:30 p.m.) 

and during our afternoon birding in the area around Ushuaia harbor until 6:30 p.m. 
 

11/8 (Sunday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen during our pre-breakfast walk from the Hotel 

Los Yamanas, during our drive to Ushuaia Harbor for our 8:15 a.m. departure for our cruise 

east through the Beagle Channel to Harberton Ranch, during our afternoon visit to the ranch 

and museum, and en route by bus back to Ushuaia arriving at about 6:30 p.m. 
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11/9 (Monday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen during our pre-breakfast walk from the Hotel 

Los Yamanas and during our all-day visit to Tierra del Fuego National Park. 
 

11/10A (Tuesday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen during our pre-breakfast walk from the Hotel 

Los Yamanas, during our morning visit to the Ushuaia dump, in Ushuaia, at the Malvinas 

War Memorial, and during our drive to the airport for our 4:00 p.m. flight to El Calafate. 
 

11/10B (Tuesday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen once we arrived in El Calafate (5:00 p.m.), at 

Lago Argentino, and during our drive to Estancia Nibepo Aike arriving about 8:30 p.m. 
 

11/11 (Wednesday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen during our pre-breakfast walk from Estancia 

Nibepo Aike, during our drive to the Moreno Glacier viewing area in Los Glaciares National 

Park, during our one-hour cruise to view the glacier, and during our return drive to our lodge. 
 

11/12 (Thursday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen during our pre-breakfast walk from Estancia 

Nibepo Aike, during our drive to and visit at Lago Argentino (Laguna Nimes), during our 

visit to the ranch and lodge in El Calafate, during our visit to the Glaciarium Ice Museum, 

and during our drive to the airport for our flight to Buenos Aires. 
 

11/13 (Friday) 
 

This date reference includes all species seen in Buenos Aires from 9:00 a.m. to noon, 

especially at Costanera Sur Ecological Reserve. 
 

 

 

 

Checklist Note: The notation “C” on the bird and mammal checklists indicates that the species 

was easily seen in the appropriate habitats on the date(s) indicated. 

 


