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MOOSE HILL
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
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Spring/Summer

PROGRAMS and EVENTS
May - August 2016

MOOSE HILL NEWS
Bird-a-thon 2016

Last year was an amazing year
for Moose Hill’s Bird-a-thon
Team! With a full team of 50
birders, we headed out across
the state for 24 hours to see if
we could take home the trophy
for the most species of birds
identified in Massachusetts. We
were just two shy of winning the title (yes, we wanted
to win, not tie), and we gave the leading team, Drumlin
Farm, a scare.
Despite being so close to winning, we still had a
reason to celebrate. We brought home the Statewide
Migration Award for the best percentage increase
in fund raising from the previous year - a 97 percent
increase!
Now we want to do even
better, but we need your help!
Support the Moose Hill Birda-thon team – every donation
makes our spirits soar and
pushes us toward another
fantastic year. During our
Celebration of 100 years, we
are reaching for 100 donors to support our team as
we work to identify the most bird species across the
state on May 13 and 14.
Learn more and donate at massaudubon.org/birdathon
and go team Moose Hill!

Cookie’s Garden

The plans have been finalized and
phase one construction for this
new nature play area will begin
in late spring. But, we still need
your help - we are only half way
to our fund raising goal for this
new great space.
To learn more about this project
and donation opportunities
contact Sanctuary Director, Karen Stein, at
kstein@massaudubon.org or 781-784-5691.

Organic Farm Shares

It’s not too late to join the Moose Hill Community
Farm and enjoy a summer of locally grown organic
produce. Learn more about this exciting (and not
to mention delicious) opportunity during our
Community Farm Informational session on May 26,
from 6-7pm to be held at the Moose Hill Visitor
Center. This is a chance to meet the CSA Manager,
Mathew, and the Farm Apprentices; ask questions
about plans for the coming season; learn more about
the work hours; and register for a share, if you
haven’t already. It is also a great time for us to get to
know our shareholders or those who are interested
in joining the Moose Hill Community Farm CSA.

Moose Hill in the Community

Look for Moose Hill on the move in the community!
Join Michael Acciavatti on Sunday, June 5, at Borderland
State Park for a FREE hike. The walk will begin at the
Borderland Visitor Center at 2pm. Michael will present
an in depth look at how forests of Southern New
England have changed over time.
For complete details, contact Borderland State Park at
508-238-6566.

Nature in Your Backyard

This series is designed to introduce town residents
to the open spaces within their community and to
reinforce the important and integral roles those places
provide for the ecological health of our state, as well
as to highlight some of the fantastic protected areas
available for everyone to enjoy, and some optimal
times to enjoy them. Jack Lash, a retired ecologist, Mass
Audubon volunteer, and avid birder, will host this series
in over 15 local communities. This FREE series will run
during April, May, and June, and is brought to you by
the local cultural councils of these communities; more
information can be found online at massaudubon.org/
moosehillprograms.

Moose Hill Camp offers a wide range of programs, each with a unique weekly theme. Our program for preschoolers has a half or full day option while all other programs run from 9am to 4pm with Before Camp starting at 7:20am and After Camp ending at 6pm.Visit massaudubon.org/moosehillcamp to learn about our Peeper
(preschool), Nature, Farm, Art, Science, Adventure, and Leadership Camps!
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ART GALLERY EVENTS
What Have You Got to Lose?
Many guests enjoyed this
remarkable exhibit at the
Artist’s Reception, held
April 6. The exhibit will run
through June 20, so it is
not too late to view these
incredible works of art.

Revealing a visual
understanding of nature’s
wealth, the essence of our
global natural resources is
explored and interpreted
by a visionary group of 22
impassioned artists. These artists, using various types
of media, transport the viewer into a magnificent
world of beauty which engages us in a conversation of
what we could potentially lose due to climate change.

Call to Artists: Birds of Prey
September - December

Artists are invited to submit their work for this juried
exhibit on Birds of Prey. These birds, noted for their
keen vision and powerful talons, intrigue and fascinate.
While some are elusive, others are seen and heard
daily, and they are always a special sighting. Artists are
asked to express their perceptions and interpretations
of these captivating ambassadors of flight. The
submission deadline is August 8.
Any medium is acceptable. Entry fee is $15 for up
to 5 images in PRINT FORMAT ONLY, not matted
or framed, for judging purposes only (minimum size
8”x10”). If selected for the show, all artwork needs to
be framed appropriately and ready to hang; meeting
quality standard. Include contact info, medium, and
size on back of photo submission. Email jngoba@
massaudubon.org for more information. Submissions
can be dropped off in person or mailed to: Jan Nareski
Goba, 293 Moose Hill Parkway, Sharon, MA 02067.

Hidden Treasures at Moose Hill
June 23 – September 5

About the Gallery

The Moose Hill Gallery is open daily 10am to 4pm.
All of the exhibits emphasize innovative connections
and perspectives to nature using diverse mediums. If
you are an artist and would like to be notified about
our upcoming juried shows (open to all artists) please
contact Jan Nareski Goba at jngoba@massaudubon.

This exhibit will explore the
many Hidden Treasures at Moose
Hill. Every trail offers a different
experience and sensations. Discover
the tranquillity of the rustic farmlands
and pastures, or the magic of the
serene vistas and bluffs. Explore
the wetlands, vernal pools, streams,
and pine forests. Each season brings
another opportunity to explore
nature’s wonders and beckons the
visitor to come and find their own
“special treasure” at Moose Hill.
Award winning photographer Fred Martins captures
the uniqueness of Moose Hill with these innovative
photographs that were featured in the Moose Hill Art
Calendars from 2006 through 2011.

VOLUNTEER NEWS
Sweet Salutations

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers who helped
this past March during our Maple Sugaring Festival.
We had three great event days with beautiful weather
and snow-free trails! Volunteers portrayed historical
characters, ran the sugar house, led tours, helped with
our food items, answered the phone, worked the shop/
reception desk, helped set up/clean up, and so much
more. This event would not be possible without our
dedicated volunteers…thanks!
If you are interested in joining our volunteer family,
please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Jan Goba at
781-784-5691 or jngoba@massaudubon.org. We’d love
your help for Halloween Prowl this coming October!

Farm Volunteer Opportunities

The Moose Hill Community Farm CSA is an organic
farm servicing close to 400 families weekly throughout
the growing season.Volunteers
are sought for harvesting produce
and weeding. We have volunteer
opportunities every day of the week
during the farm season.
Please contact Jan Goba at jngoba@
massaudubon.org for details. This
is also a great option for school
or religious community service
projects.
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FAMILY/ALL AGES
Mother’s Day Breakfast and
Nature Walk

Avoid
Disappointment...

Celebrate Mother’s Day at Moose Hill. Start with a
guided, hour-long nature walk featuring signs of spring:
singing birds, peeping frogs, buzzing bugs, and more.
Then return for a hearty pancake breakfast. A takehome craft bag for children to make for their mom is
included. Preregistration is required; register soon to
guarantee your spot!
S#

DAY

TIME

DATE

MBR NONMBR

1

Sun

8-9:30am

May 8		

$10

$15

2

Sun

9-10:30am

May 8		

$10

$15

3

Sun

10-11:30am

May 8		

$10

$15

4

Sun

11am-12:30pm

May 8		

$10

$15

Star Gazing Nights

Join local astronomers for a look at the stars and
other night objects through big telescopes. The event is
on-going, so drop in for all or just some of the evening.
This free program is cancelled if sky conditions are
cloudy/milky or in the event of overly wet field conditions; call Patti Austin at 781-784-5691 x8103 after
7pm for a recorded message concerning the status of
the program prior to attending.
Park in the Visitor Center parking lot and follow the
trail marked by glow bands to the viewing field. This
is a self-directed 5-minute walk along a wooded trail.
Bring a flash light to help light your way to the astronomers. Please contact us at least 24-hours in advance
if you have mobility considerations; we may be able to
offer accessible parking.
S#

DAY

1

Sun

2

Fri

TIME

DATE

MBR NONMBR

7:30-9:30pm

May 15		

free

free

9-10:30pm

June 10		

free

free

3

Fri

9-10:30pm

July 29		

free

free

4

Th

8:30-10:30pm

Aug 11		

free

free

5

Fri

8:30-10:30pm

Sept 23		

free

free

Firefly Night

S# DAY

4

Wed

TIME

8:30-10pm

Dad and Me

Celebrate Father’s Day weekend by spending time together as a family and exploring Moose Hill. Begin your
adventure at the Visitor Center where you will pick up
your clue booklet for this self-guided scavenger hunt.
Once you decipher your first clue, head out on the
trail to get to your new destination and find the next
clue. Enjoy the many sights and sounds of the sanctuary as you follow each clue to the final prize package
for your family. The scavenger hunt should take about
an hour and there are extra hints, if needed, in the clue
booklet.
S# DAY

1

DATE

MBR NONMBR

June 8		

$6

$9

TIME

Sat/Sun

11am-3pm

DATE

MBR NONMBR

June 18/19

$6

$9

Family Camp-Out

Join us for a night of camping under the stars. Bring
your own tent,
picnic dinner,
breakfast food,
and enjoy a
night under
the stars. Moose Hill will lead a fun evening campfire
before you drift off to sleep to the sounds of crickets
and owls. Moose Hill will provide the S’more makings
and dinner/breakfast beverages. A great adventure for
novice campers!
Additional information will be emailed prior to the
overnight date. Call or mail in your registration by
Wednesday, July 20 to guarantee your space. Fee is per
family/tent. In the event of rain, we will cancel; you will
be notified and refunded.
S# DAY

Whether you call it a firefly, lightning bug, golden sparkler, or moon
bug, these small flashing insects are
neither a bug nor a fly. Discover how
these beetles grow and glow before
heading outside to seek the real
thing. Bring a jar and try to catch one
for a closer look. Make a glow-in-thedark project to continue the fun all
year long. Preregistration is required.
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Register Early!

1

TIME

Sat/Sun 6pm-9am

DATE

MBR NONMBR

July 23-24		

$40

Cheer on the Pan-Mass Riders

$50

Come join us as we once again cheer on the secondday riders that pass by our Sanctuary on Sunday,
August 7. They should ride past the intersection of
Moose Hill Street and Moose Hill Parkway between
10 and 11am. We need your signs, noise makers,
musical instruments, cowbells, pots and pans, and
voices to cheer them on. The riders really appreciate
the support, especially after the hill they just biked
up. Help thank them for riding in support of Dana
Farber Cancer Institute/Jimmy Fund. No experience
necessary!

ADULTS
Early Morning Birding

Join us as we explore the sanctuary in search of spring
migrants. We will meet at the Visitor Center and focus
our walk on the Billings Loop, which takes us through
a variety of wetland and upland habitats, including our
red maple swamp.
The walk will last for about an hour, although if we
have a great morning of migrants, the walk may last a
bit longer. Birders of all abilities are welcomed. Bring
binoculars and your favorite bird book or app; if the
weather is inclement, the walk will be cancelled.
S#

DAY

1

Th

2

TIME

DATE

MBR NONMBR

6-7am

May 5		

free

free

Th

6-7am

May 12		

free

free

3

Th

6-7am

May 19		

free

free

4

Th

6-7am

May 26		

free

free

5

Th

6-7am

June 2		

free

free

Native Plant Sale

It’s time to get your hands in the dirt and go native!
Our annual Native Plant Sale is Saturday and
Sunday, June 4 and 5, from
9am-4pm each day. We offer a
wide variety of native perennials,
ferns, and ground cover to help
beautify your gardens and attract
hummingbirds and/or butterflies
to your yard. Whether you have
sun or shade, moist or dry soil,
we have plants that will enhance
your gardens. We often receive an
assortment of plants from Moose
Hill friends that will also be for sale.
All plants are set out on Saturday and the sale continues through Sunday while supplies last. We will
have 30-50 individual plants for most species and
most plants are only $7 each.

Mount Auburn Cemetery

Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge was established in 1831, is listed as one of the 79 Important Bird
Areas (IBA) in Massachusetts, and is a migrant magnet.
Join us as we go in search of a variety of spring migrants, especially colorful woodland warblers, as they
stop in this oasis on their journey back. Program begins
and ends at Moose Hill.
Bring binoculars and your favorite bird book or app.
Price includes transportation from Moose Hill in Sharon, MA and back again; preregistration required.
S# DAY

TIME

1

6:30am-12noon May 21		

Sat

DATE

MBR NONMBR

$30

$40

Looking into the Nest:
The Art of Bird Nest Identification

Start your day at Moose Hill in Sharon for a close up
study of our nest collection, learn identification skills,
and explore our yard and trails for nests and the birds
who make them. Peek into blue bird and tree swallow
nest boxes and then travel in either our van or in your
own vehicle to the Museum of American Bird Art in
Canton, just a short 15 minute drive away. There we
will explore the exhibit, Baby Birds: An Artist Looks
into the Nest—Watercolors by Julie Zickefoose and
enjoy a behind the scenes tour of the Museum including the art of Frank Benson, Warhol, and Charlie
Harper, as well as Audubon plates and prints! The van
will depart the Museum at 12:30pm and reach Moose
Hill by 12:45pm. Preregistration required.
S# DAY

TIME

DATE

MBR NONMBR

1

9am-12:30pm

May 22		

$40

Sun

$50

Wildflower Walk at Moose Hill

Join us for a walk to discover the wildflowers at Moose
Hill. Whether you are new to native wildflowers or if
they have long been a hobby of yours, there is no better way to learn about regional flora than in the field.
In this program, participants will learn to identify native
flora in a variety of habitats with the help of Ted Elliman, former botanist of the New England Wildflower
Society. We will examine key identification features of
flowers, leaves, and stems as well as family characteristics. Bring a hand lens; we will have some to borrow if
you do not have your own.
Ted Elliman is the author of the new book: Wildflowers
of New England; which describes and illustrates more
than 1,000 species commonly encountered in the
region and is the first comprehensive wildflower field
guide to focus exclusively on New England. Ted’s book
will be available for sale in the gift shop.
S# DAY

1

Sun

TIME

10am-12noon

DATE

MBR NONMBR

Aug 28		

$20

$25

Late Summer Choristers

Tree crickets, katydids, cicadas, oh my! During the late
summer these chorusing invertebrates fill the air with
their evening (and daytime)
songs. But who is singing, how
do they make such sounds,
and why? Our resident
Teacher Naturalist (and “bug
guy”), Michael Acciavatti, will
help you to learn what makes
these elusive insects tick and how many species can be
identified within a single chorus.
S# DAY

1

Sun

TIME

6-8pm		

DATE

MBR NONMBR

Aug 28		

$20

$25
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CHILDREN AGES 4 - 6
Bug Catching

With nets and bug cups in hand, we will head out to
seek our six-legged critters. Crickets, beetles, and any
other bug will be our quest. The insect song and a
story will complete the adventure.
TIME

DATE

1 Th

S#

DAY

10-11:30am

May 12

$9

MBR

NONMBR

$12

2 Th

1-2:30pm

May 12		

$9

$12

Butterflies

Butterflies grace Moose Hill’s fields and forests with
their beauty and strength. Discover
how these seemingly fragile insects
survive hazards and thrive. A story
and craft project will complete this
program.
TIME

DATE

1 Th

S#

DAY

10-11:30am

May 26

$9

MBR

NONMBR

$12

2 Th

1-2:30pm

May 26		

$9

$12

Hummingbirds

Welcome the hummingbirds back after their long journey from their winter habitat. Search our gardens for a
glimpse of this garden jewel. Pretend to be a hummingbird gathering nectar from flowers after trying to flap
your arms as fast as a hummingbird can flap its wings.
S#

DAY

TIME

DATE

MBR

NONMBR

1 Wed 10-11:30am

June 1

		

$9

$12

2 Wed

June 1		

$9

$12

1-2:30pm

Animal Olympics

DAY

TIME

1 Th

10-11:30am

2 Th

1-2:30pm

DATE

MBR

NONMBR

June 2

$9

$12

June 2		

$9

$12

Bubbles and Bugs

Search the pine forest for an insect
that makes its home out of bubbles
and then experiment with soap bubbles. Can you blow a square bubble?
How high will a bubble float? How
big a bubble can you make? Discover how bubbles are
used in nature.
S#

DAY

TIME

DATE

MBR

NONMBR

1 Wed 10-11:30am

June 8

$9

$12

2 Wed

June 8		

$9

$12
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1-2:30pm

In honor of Flag Day, design and craft your own nature
flag. Learn about different flags from around the world
and what their symbols mean. Create your own flag to
represent what you like about nature.
S#

TIME

DATE

1 Tue

10-11:30am

June 14

$9

$12

2 Tue

1-2:30pm

June 14		

$9

$12

DAY

MBR

NONMBR

Puppet Pageantry

Learn about the animals of
Moose Hill and then make a
variety of puppets. Choose
to make a puppet depicting
one of Moose Hill’s residents, or design your own
animal. Put on your own
short puppet show. We may
take a short hike if time allows.
S#

DAY

TIME

DATE

MBR

NONMBR

1 Wed 10-11:30am

June 15

$9

$12

2 Wed

June 15		

$9

$12

1-2:30pm

Pine Forest Exploration

Our pine forest is the perfect place for outdoor
exploration...try the jump stump, balance beam log,
squeeze-through trees, and more. Work together to
create a mouse village, peek under logs for what lives
there, play animal games while having fun in this nature’s playground, and search the forest for interesting
discoveries.
S#

Get ready, get set, GO! Compare your athletic skills
to those of our animal friends. Can you run as fast as
a cheetah? Jump as far as a kangaroo? Flap your arms
as fast as a chickadee? Search for animal athletes while
having fun.
S#

Nature Flags

DAY

TIME

DATE

MBR

NONMBR

1 Th

10-11:30am

June 16

$9

$12

2 Th

1-2:30pm

June 16		

$9

$12

It’s not too late to join
Afterschool Adventure!

Our Afterschool Adventure runs for seven consecutive weeks beginning
Thursday, April 28 from
4-5:30pm and it’s not too
late to join. Nature and the
weather are our guides as
we explore, play, and burn
off energy after being in
school all day. Children
keep a weekly log of their discoveries to take home
as a reminder of their adventure.
Contact Patti Austin at 781-784-5691 or paustin@
massaudubon.org for availability and a prorated rate.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Program Registration Notes

1. Preregistration is highly recommended and required
where noted. Walk-ins are welcomed as space allows.
2. Programs will be cancelled if minimum participant 		
numbers are not met, so be sure to register early.
3. Call/register online at www.massaudubon.org/		
moosehillprograms. Online registrations will receive an
automatic confirmation email from Mass Audubon.
4. Membership number is required for member price.
5. Children must be within the stated age requirements
as of the program start date to register.
6. Dress for the weather. Most programs go outside.
7. All children must be accompanied by an adult for Family/
All Ages Programs. Children age three and younger are free
and welcomed to attend (unless stated otherwise);
however, Family/All Ages Programs are not designed for
children age 3 and younger.

Refund Policy

We will issue a refund (or transfer your fees to
another program) if you notify us of your cancellation
at least one week before the program begins. If the
program meets multiple times, the notification date
is from the first day of the program and there are
no make-up dates or refunds for weather-related
cancellations. Summer Camp and Vacation Week
programs have special refund policies; see separate
policies elsewhere. Special Event fees are nonrefundable and non-transferable. There are no refunds
for late openings, early releases, or for non-attendance.
Moose Hill Wildlife Sanctuary reserves the right to
change programs, schedules, instructors, and to cancel
programs due to low enrollment. If we cancel a singleday program, you will be notified and will receive a full
refund.

Drop-Off & Late Pick-Up Policy

Children must be accompanied by an adult into the
Visitor Center. The Moose Hill staff is only responsible
for children during scheduled program times. To
ensure a timely pick-up of participants and decrease
staff overtime, Moose Hill will charge $10 for each 15
minutes beyond established program end times. Please
plan accordingly and try to be on time.

For identity safety assurances, fax and email
submissions are not accepted.

Program Registration Form
			

Save a stamp...register online at www.massaudubon.org/moosehillprograms.
Adult’s Name_____________________________________ Street Address_______________________________________
									
Cell Number________________________
Town____________________________ State________ Zip__________
Home Phone________________________
MAS Member #_______________________ Expiration Date__________ E-mail __________________________________
If registering a child: Child’s Name____________________________ Child’s Birth Date__________ Child’s Age_________
Program Date
__________

Time
_______

Program Title					
_________________________________		

# Attending		
_________		

Fee
$_______

__________

_______

_________________________________		

_________		

$_______

__________
_______ _________________________________		
_________		
			
			
I would like to join/renew a MAS membership: $65 Family, or $48 Individual

$_______

									

$_______

Donation (Thank You!)

									
										
Make checks payable to Mass Audubon or
provide VISA/MC information and send to:
Moose Hill Wildlife Sanctuary
293 Moose Hill Parkway
Sharon, MA 02067

Total Enclosed

$_______

$_______

MC/VISA
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
Expires ___________ Signature ___________________
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Wish List

Pyrex measuring cups, fabric markers,
watercolor paint sets, kitchen sponges, zipper
closure food bags (any size), men’s white cotton
hankies, paper cutter, pens, and forks.
Our thanks to those who generously donated to
Moose Hill this past year.We appreciate your
thoughtfulness.
Directions to Moose Hill in Sharon, MA
Moose Hill Wildlife Sanctuary Visitor Center is located at
the junction of Moose Hill Street and Moose Hill Parkway.
Follow Mass Audubon signs along the way. Parking lot is
located off of Moose Hill Parkway.
From the NORTH:
From Rt. 128 or I-93, take I-95 South (toward Providence)
to Exit 10 (Coney Street, Sharon, Walpole). Turn left off
the ramp. Go about 1/4 mile, turn right on Rt. 27 toward
Walpole. Go about 1/2 mile and turn left on Moose Hill
Street. Continue past The Trustees Moose Hill Farm to the
intersection of Moose Hill Parkway. Turn left on Moose Hill
Parkway. The parking lot will be on your left.
From the SOUTH:
Take I-95 North to Exit 8 (Main Street, Sharon). Turn right
off the ramp past Shaw’s Plaza. Turn left on Moose Hill
Street. Cross over Walpole Street continuing on Moose Hill
Street. Turn right on Moose Hill Parkway. The parking lot
will be on your left.
From Stoughton/Canton/Sharon Center:
Take Rt. 27 into Sharon Center. At light, turn right following
Rt. 27. Take second left after overpass (train tracks) on
Moose Hill Parkway. The parking lot will be on your right
prior to the intersection of Moose Hill Street.

Moose Hill Camp

massaudubon.org/moosehillcamp

Mass Audubon
Moose Hill Wildlife Sanctuary
293 Moose Hill Parkway
Sharon, MA 02067

Admission Fees
Mass Audubon members: Free.
Nonmembers: $4 adults, $3 children (age 4-12), $3 seniors
Children three and younger are free.
Sharon residents hike for free.

Sanctuary Hours
Trails: dawn to dusk
Parking Lot Hours:
Fall and Winter: 8am to 5pm
Spring and Summer: 7am to 7pm
Visitor Center and Gift Shop Hours:
Weekdays from 9am to 5pm
Weekends from 10am to 4pm

Other Information
Phone: 781-784-5691
Fax: 781-784-9153
moosehill@massaudubon.org; massaudubon.org/moosehill
Register online: massaudubon.org/moosehillprograms
Please remember, for the safety of wildlife and visitors,
leave pets at home. We appreciate your help in
protecting the nature of Massachusetts.

Connect with us
Facebook

Instagram

Blogs

Native
Plant Sale
June 4 and 5

Details on page 5.
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