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Tips for Pulling Pepperweed 
 

Recommended Equipment:  

 Work or Garden Gloves,  ___ Hat    ____Water ___Camera with charged batteries 

 Contractor Garbage Bags (3 mil. 42 Gallon bags) Do not use flimsy, small bags. You risk 
spreading pepperweed.   ____ Photo release forms if you have a group pulling. 

 Pull between June and August. By June Pepperweed will be tall enough to pull. After August 

Pepperweed goes to seed and we don’t want to make the problem worse by spreading mature 

seeds around the landscape. 

o Pull slowly and smoothly from the base of the plant. This prevents stems from breaking and 
leaving lots of root in the ground. It can help to bunch all the stems of a large plant together and 
pull all at once. 

o Remove as much root as possible. This will deplete pepperweed’s nutrient and energy store, 
significantly reducing its ability to resprout this year or next. Roots can reach up to 2 feet 
underground. Even though we probably can’t get it all out, the more we remove the better.  

o Disturb the soil as little as possible. Keep the native plant community intact so they can take 
over the empty space. Disturbed soil is an invitation for invasive plants to move in! 

o Pull out the rosettes, too. Learn to identify all stages of pepperweed growth and remove every 
pepperweed plant you see. 

o Repull and double check. Deal a double blow a few weeks later in the summer by pulling out 
any stragglers or resprouting stems. Pull the same site next summer, too. Research in New 
England shows that two summers with two pulls each significantly reduces or even eliminates 
pepperweed at a site (Orth, et al., 2006). 

Safe Pepperweed Disposal Methods 
If fresh pepperweed stems are left on the soil, they can re-root and re-sprout!  

Use one of these techniques and say goodbye to pepperweed forever. 

o Dispose to city dumpsters where you know the city will transfer the pepperweed to an 
incinerator. 

o Dry pepperweed for 5-7 days in the sun or open air (ex: driveway or parking lot). Now the 
stems are good and dead and can be burned or composted. (Orth, et al 2006) 

o One month in a garbage bag. You can put the Pepperweed in a thick garbage bag and leave it to 
rot for at least 1 month. The Pepperweed will be dead when it is slimy or partially decomposed. 
(Perron, 2008) 
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Photo Release Form 
Date__________________________ 
Group_________________________ 

Consent for Photography, Filming, Video/Audio Taping, World Wide Web & Televising 

I  hereby give to _________________________(Your organization)  my assent for 

photographing, filming, video/audio taping, use on the world wide web based pages and/or 

direct transmission of television signals, and release to _____________________(Your 

organization)  all rights of any kind included in any media products in which I/my child 

appear(s). 

This is a full release of all claims whatsoever I or my heirs, executors, administrators or assigns 

now or hereafter have against __________________________ (Your organization) or its 

employees, as regards any use that may be made by them of said photographic reproductions, 

films, video/audio tapes, world wide web based pages or direct transmission of television 

signals.   

I understand that it is the purpose of _________________________(Your organization)  to use 

the material in a legitimate manner and for educational or charitable purposes that are not 

intended to cause any harm or undue embarrassment. 

I have read this entire document and understand its contents, and I willingly agree to the above 

conditions. 

Name  
(Please Print) 

Signature Name  

(Please Print) 

Signature 

    

    

    

    




