Leaves

Where do fall colors come from?

It may seem like magic, but there is
another explanation for beautiful fall
colors. Those bright colors were already in
the leaves, masked by larger amounts of

green. As days shorten and temperatures

cool, a narrow ring of tissue forms at the
base of every broad leaf, corking the flow

of liquid nutrients both ways. As the remaining
chlorophyll (green pigment) breaks down, the
green fades, and we see the vivid yellows,
oranges, and reds that were there all along.

For art projects you can do with leaves,
visit www.massaudubon.org/go.

Parent/Teacher Note
Skills Learned: Conservation, observation,
comparison (of colors, shapes, and details),
math (counting and sorting), understanding of
the forest nutrient cycle, creative outdoor play,
leaf identification, and art (online activity).
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