
Lime Kiln Farm
Wildlife Sanctuary

Enjoy Your Visit
Two miles of well-marked walking trails entail two 
loop trails and a short spur. Blue trail blazes lead 
away from parking area, yellow blazes lead back to 
parking area.

Lime Kiln Loop - 0.75 miles

This 30-minute loop trail leads to a farm pond—often 
dry in late summer —up through a hayfield where 
bluebirds nest, past a quarry site to a bench along the 
edge of another bucolic hayfield offering excellent 
views of Mount Everett, then down along the field 
edge to the relict Lime Kiln, and past a shrub swamp 
teeming with birds back to the parking area.

Lime Kiln/Quarry/Ovenbird/Taconic 
Vista Loop - 1.8 miles

Begin this 1.25-hour walk on Lime Kiln Loop.  The 
trail soon enters woodland.  This route passes former 
limestone quarry pits on both sides of the Quarry Trail.  
Boulder Spur leads to a glacial relict perched near the 
edge of a field. Taconic Vista Trail offers a spectacular 
view of the Taconic Mountains and Berkshire Hills to 
the west and north before it connects with Ovenbird 
Trail where songbirds enliven the mixed woodland in 
spring and early summer. 
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Welcome

The sanctuary includes a wide variety of natural and 
human-altered habitats including rolling hayfields 
with spectacular views of Mount Everett (elev. 
2,602 ft.), wooded and shrub swamps (including two 
unusual natural communities—calcareous fen 
and forested calcareous seepage swamp), limestone 
ridge and outcrops, upland deciduous and conifer 
forest, and former pastures. The nutrient-rich 
groundwater and alkaline soils resulting from the 
limestone and marble bedrock foster an array 
of plants and animals uncommon elsewhere in 
southern New England. Nearly 500 species of plants 
have been identified so far.

Hayfields, a farm pond, stonewalls, and wire fences 
attest to this property’s long agricultural history. 
And for a brief time—1909 to 1912—limestone 
was quarried and converted to lime in the kiln still 
standing today. The hayfields continue to be mowed 
annually, but not until late summer to insure the 
reproductive success of grassland nesting birds. 
In summer, these hayfields are alive with showy 
butterflies (over fifty species have been discovered 
so far) and insect hunting dragonflies.

This sanctuary was given to Mass Audubon in 1990 
by Edna Sheinhart who had owned it since 1963.  
Ms. Sheinhart, her friend Dorothy Garfein, and their 
mentor Marguerite Darkow, served as able stewards 
of the land.  The sanctuary is a living testament to 
their conservation ethic. The property is entirely 
within a larger conservation entity—the 14,000-acre 
Schenob Brook Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACEC) in Sheffield and Mount Washington 
declared in 1990.  The sanctuary is also part of a 
25,000-acre BioMap Core Habitat identified by the 
Commonwealth for its rich biological diversity.

SANCTUARY MAP

568 Silver Street
Sheffield, MA 01257

Phone: 413-637-0320

Email: berkshires@massaubon.org
www.massaudubon.org

Hours
Open year-round, daily, dawn to dusk

Lime Kiln Farm
Wildlife Sanctuary

Mass Audubon works to protect the nature of Massachusetts 
for people and wildlife. Together with more than 100,000 
members, we care for 32,000 acres of conservation land, 
provide educational programs for 200,000 children and 
adults annually, and advocate for sound environmental 
policies at the local, state, and federal levels. Mass 
Audubon’s mission and actions have expanded since our 
beginning in 1896 when our founders set out to stop the 
slaughter of birds for use on women’s fashions. Today 
we are the largest conservation organization in New 
England. Our statewide network of 45 wildlife sanctuaries 
welcomes visitors of all ages and serves as the base for our 
conservation, education, and advocacy work. To support 
these important efforts, call 800-AUDUBON (283-8266) 
or visit www.massaudubon.org.


