
ABOUT MASS AUDUBON
Mass Audubon is the largest nature-based 
conservation organization in New England. 
Founded in 1896 by two women who fought 
for the protection of birds, Mass Audubon 
carries on their legacy by focusing on the 
greatest challenges facing the environment 
today: the loss of biodiversity, inequitable 
access to nature, and climate change.

With the help of our 160,000 members and 
supporters, we protect wildlife, conserve 
and restore resilient land, advocate for 
impactful environmental policies, offer 
nationally recognized education programs 
for adults and children, and provide 
endless opportunities to experience the 
outdoors at our wildlife sanctuaries. 
Explore, find inspiration, and take action at 
massaudubon.org.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Visit our website for even more resources for 
early educators, including nature bingo cards, 
activity pages, nature play videos, and more, 
and sign up for our education e-newsletter for 
the latest news and programming.

COMING SOON: SEEDS
The Seasonal Early Education Discovery and 
Science (SEEDS) program will provide a year-
long partnership with early education centers 
and include professional development, 
teacher mentoring/coaching, classroom 
lessons, and school-to-home connections.

NATURE SMARTS WORKBOOKS
It’s fun to be nature smart! From the 
educators at Mass Audubon, Nature Smarts 
Workbooks (for ages 4–6 and 7–9) are packed 
with interactive learning activities that 
expand STEM knowledge to include nature 
literacy with an emphasis on teaching basic 
observational skills and introducing kids to 
the investigation method. To learn more, visit 
massaudubon.org/naturesmarts.
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Nature Education for All
Mass Audubon, a major conservation 
organization for over 125 years, is a nationally 
recognized leader in environmental education. 
The organization serves 225,000 children 
and adults annually through its educational 
programs at 21 nature centers across the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, including 
licensed nature preschools, summer camps, 
Pre-K–Grade 12 school programs, teacher 
professional development, and adult education.

Our early education programs encourage 
curiosity and wonder through hands-on 
nature exploration, movement, and play, and 
our professional development workshops are 
designed to help early educators build skills 
and confidence to include nature in existing 
school curricula in a variety of ways.

Visit massaudubon.org/earlyed to learn more 
or email earlyed@massaudubon.org.
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Professional Development for 
Early Educators
Mass Audubon’s professional development 
workshops are designed to help early educators 
build skills and confidence for nature-based 
teaching and discover a variety of ways you can 
include nature in existing school curricula.

Natural Connections for Early Educators
$300 for a single, 2-hour workshop for up to 25 
people (additional cost for larger groups)

$1,600 for the full series of 6 workshops

Where does nature fit within the state learning 
standards for math, literacy, and more? Right 
inside them! Nature can be embedded into the EEC 
frameworks, enhancing and enriching your daily 
lessons. In this workshop series, Mass Audubon 
educators will teach you how to integrate nature 
into each of the six developmental domains.

Inside & Outside with Nature
$300 for a single, 2-hour workshop for up to 25 
people (additional cost for larger groups)

$900 for the full series of three workshops*

With packed schedules and variable access to 
time outdoors and natural resources, how do you 
make environmental learning more of a presence 
in your classroom? In this three-part series, explore 
where nature can fit into your daily routines (hint: 
everywhere!) and how to incorporate it seamlessly, 
whether you are an urban, rural, or suburban-based 
school.

Kids in the Garden
$300 for a single, 2-hour workshop for up to 25 
people (additional cost for larger groups)

$900 for the full series of three workshops*

There is a growing movement around gardening with 
children, eating local, and teaching children how 
to make healthy food choices. Whether you are an 
experienced gardener or have never planted a seed, 
you’ll find something here to extend your learning. 

We’ll discuss garden curriculum, cooking with 
young children, and how to engage your school 
community around food.

*Purchase the full series and add a site visit for just $150! 

Mass Audubon
Nature Preschools

Additional Support Services
Site Visits
$200/hour

A qualified Mass Audubon educator will visit your 
site to help identify how to make the best use of 
your outdoor space. After the visit, we will produce 
a report with suggestions and ideas for topics and 
activities that will work well in your space.

Curriculum Consultation 
$75/hour

Mass Audubon staff will work directly with your 
teachers to help them design nature-based 
activities that fit into your existing curriculum. Can 
be done in-person or virtually.

Curriculum Coaching  
$150/hour

A Mass Audubon early childhood educator will visit 
and participate in a specific class to help model, 
teach, and design lessons for that class.

Free Preschool Teaching Units
Mass Audubon is pleased to share four 
free, activity-based teaching units aimed 
for students ages 2.9–5 on topics including 
Birds, Soil, Trees, and Weather.

Young children learn about the world around 
them by using their five senses while being 
mentored by a caring adult. By observing the 
natural world in classroom learning stations, 
outside in the school yard setting, and in 
their local communities, children can acquire 
an increased understanding about natural 
science and the world.

Free preschool teaching units are available 
for download in English and Spanish at 
massaudubon.org/earlyed.

Custom Professional Development
Don’t see what you’re looking for? Let us know what 
you need! We can create customized trainings to 
meet the needs of your program.

Some of our past customized programs have 
included:

• Nature-based training around religious 
holidays/values

• Trauma-informed care

• Urban-based programs

• Curricular themes, such as hatching chicks

• Following particular styles of teaching such as 
Montessori, Waldorf, and CLASS style.

What could be more magical than a preschool 
where each child’s innate connection to 
nature is celebrated? Through hands-on 
activities, exploration, movement, and play, 
we support children’s curiosity and wonder 
using our wildlife sanctuaries as outdoor 
classrooms.

Mass Audubon’s seven innovative, licensed 
preschools provide opportunities for young 
children to learn through hands-on nature-
based experiences that address their 
developmental needs as they explore a variety 
of habitats.

Learn more at massaudubon.org/preschools.
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