Holding Land for
Next Generation Farmers

Jennifer Hashley, Director
New Entry Sustainable Farming Project



We all EAT...
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Source: Roni Mocan, http://www.rj-studio.com/Roni/source/comidas.htm



Source: http://www.good.is/post/state-s-favorite-foods/

My FOsD
WESKS FUNNY

Alabama - Cornbread

Alaska - King crab

Arizona - Fry bread

Arkansas - Jelly pie

California - Grapes

Colorado - Denver omelette
Connecticut - Hamburger
Delaware - Crab puff

Florida - Oranges

Georgia - Peaches

Hawaii- Pineapples

Idaho - Potatoes

lllinois - Chicago-style pizza
Indiana - Popcorn

lowa - Loose meat sandwiches
Kansas - Wet barbeque
Kentucky - Fried chicken
Louisiana - Crawfish

Maine - Lobster

Maryland - Blue crabs
Massachusettes - Clam chowider
Michigan - Pasties

Minnesota - Fried food on a stick
Mississippi - Mud pie

Missouri - Toasted ravioli

Montana - Rocky Mountain oysters
Nebraska - Corn

Nevada - Buffets

New Hampshire - Maple syrup
New Jersey - ltalian sub

New Mexico - Chiles

New York - Pizza

North Carolina - Dry barbeque
North Dakota - Knoeplah

Ohio - Cincinatti chili
Okahoma - Fried okra

Oregon - Hazelnuts
Pennsylvania - Cheesesteaks
Rhode Island - Coffee milk
South Carolina - Benne wafers
South Dakota - Chislic
Tennessee - Tomatoes

Texas - Steak

Utah - Green Jell-O

Vermont - Ben & Jerry's ice cream
Virginia - Ham

Washington - Apples

West Virginia - Ramps
Wisconsin - Cheese

Wyoming - Buffalo burger



from farms




..grown by farmers (& ranchers)




So where are they?

Declining American Agriculture 1950-2010
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Trends of US Farms over time

Figure 2
Farms, land in farms, and average acres per farm, 1850-2007
Most of the decline in farms occurred between 1935 and 1974
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Note: The break in the lines after 1974 reflects the introduction of an adjustment to estimates of the farm count and land in farms. Beginning
in 1978, the data are adjusted to compensate for undercoverage by the Census of Agriculture. For more information, see Allen (2004).
Source: USDA, Economic Research Service, compiled from Census of Agriculture data.
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State Summary Highlights

|Number of Farms

7,755

[Land in Farms (acres)

523,517

Average size farm [acres)

67

492,211,000

Market value of agricultural products sold
Crops

382 915,000

Livestock, poultry, and their products

109,296,000

Farms with direct sales

Value of direct sales

47 909,000

|Hired Farm Labor

15699 | / N F L

[Hired Farm Payroll

164.366.000

| CSA's

[

B 16% - 19%

RO

SUFFOLK
Farms: 20
Acren” 24

BARNSTABLE
Farms: 333
Acres 4,076

Sales $10,127.000

DUKES 9
Farms! 88
Acros: 12,717 NANTUCKE
Sabes: £3491,000 Farms: 20
Acros: 1,252
Salex $1.656,000



Direct Market Sales T

OPERATIONS WITH DIRECT MARKET SALES 2,206 24
SALES, MEASURED IN $ 47,909,000 5
SALES, MEASURED IN $ / OPERATION 21,717 3
SALES, MEASURED IN % OF FARM OPERATIONS 28.4 4
SALES, MEASURED IN % OF FARM SALES 9.7 3
Sales Ranking all US
Cou nty (Million $) Counties
Worcester 10.585 6th
Middlesex 8.404 10th
Agrl-Tou rism 2012 2007% Change
Farms - AG TOURISM & RECREATIONAL SERVICES 270 112 141%
Income - AG TOURISM & RECREATIONAL SERVICES 1,803,000 1,012,000 78%
Ranking all
Cou nty Sales (Million S) US Counties
Worcester 5.393 5th
Middlesex 3.746 16th
1 Ranking all
CSA S by cou nty Farms US Counties
Middlesex 88 1st (tie)
Hampshire 65 5th
Worcester 61 7th

Franklin 59 9th




Demand for Local Food is Growing

Local food sales were valued at

$11.7 billion in 2014,
UpP from $5 billion in 2008.




But...New England lacks self-sufficiency

Percent Local Production by
Commodity in New England
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New England farmers are aging...fast

Principal Farm Operators by Age in 2012
NEW ENGLAND

Under 45
L)
15% | pgeess

5,208
30%

10,369

_Age 45-64

55%

19,300

1.4 million acres of farmland at risk
We need over 10,000 new and beginning farmers



Aging Farmers in Massachusetts

Trends: Principal Farm Operator Ages
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Trends: Land in Farms

2002-2012
MASSACHUSETTS
ACRES
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1% 42%
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In Massachusetts, > 92% of farm operators age 65+ don’t have anyone

under the age of 45 working with them



Climate Change




Impact on Future Farmers

No Farms
No Food




Interested new farmers need skills...

who wants to fT@rm? what rarmers Need:

Young People Business Savvy

Production Skills

Immigrants & Refugees

Career Changers Adequate Markets

Retirees Land Access

Community of Support

Ongoing Technical

Assistance
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Overview of New Entry

Mission:
regional food systems by training
the next generation of farmers to
produce food that is sustainable-
nutritious. and culturally-
appropriate and making this food
accessible to individuals regardless
of age. mobility- ethnicity. or
socio-economic status. We provide
critical traininga career
development. and economic
opportunity to new farmers-.

To improve our local and

Our Strategic Goal:

157 the number of economically
viable. environmentally sustainable-
and resilient farmers. small and
scalable. by 2022-

To increase by
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New Entry’s Pathway to a Career in Farming




Key Characteristics of Successful
Farmers and Ranchers

—ntrepreneuri
al

Spirit

Personal
Resilience
and
ANdaptability




Supporting Producers in their Journey

Support i1nvolves:

Understanding landscape of service providers and whom
to ask for help-

Farmland access and lease support. Affordable
Housing-

Ongoing production supporta financial analysis. and
technical assistance-.
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Our Results

450+
2,000 farm
farmers business
trained plans
60+ S(!lC! $2+
land million of
matches produce

in local

economy

Pioneer in incubator farm training + national leader



Our Future Goals

Train over 1,500 farmers in next five years
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What you can do to create, cultivate
and conserve a sense of place for
future farmers...

* Eatlocally
e Grow some food

* Advocate for change
— active citizens

* Help keep active
farmland & farmer
housing affordable

e Support New Entry!
* Volunteer




Drive your way to change...

Available NOW in RMV branches !




Mustache




Preserving Community




www.nesfp.org

New Entry Sustainable Farming Project



