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Middlesex Conservation District

A not for profit environmental agency dedicated to
protecting soils and waters in Middlesex County.

3) Mass

Shaping
the Future

Planner Training for Massachusetts

_ , Community
* Dept. Housing & Community Development

* UMass Center for Agriculture, Mass Assists the fastest-developing
Association of Regional Planning Agencies communities chart a more sustainable

 Mass Chapter American Planning Association fut th h tomized it
S ViEes AUEITEE uture througn customized community

* Mass Association of Planning Directors workshops and direct assistance



Overview

Introduction
Heidi Ricci, Mass Audubon, Shaping the Future of Your Community program

Status and Trends in Agriculture
Jennifer Hashley, Director, New Entry Sustainable Farming
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Nuts and Bolts of Land Conservation
Kathy Sferra, Conservation Planner, Stow

Panel Discussion: Local perspectives, strategies and success stories
Marianne larossi, Senior Planner, Framingham
William Naser, Chief Assessor, Framingham
Peter Berry, Selectman and Community Preservation Committee, Acton
Tom Tidman, Natural Resource Director, Acton
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What'’s the problem?

Development is sprawling
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Natural and Agricultural Lands for Resiliency and Values

e Carbon sequestration
* Clean Water

Food

Flood prevention
Habitat

* Tourism

* Recreation
Health
Property Values
Quality of Life




Losing Ground

Recent Trends

3

During the period of 2005-2013,

acres of land per day were developed
(on average).

anning for the Future
acres of land per day were protected Planr \Ng for
(on average).

of the remaining unprotected land
is of high conservation value.
(BioMap 2)

The rate of development plummeted during the
recent Great Recession. Lately, however, new
housing permits are on the rise.

As development pressures increase, we can plan
our land use for both a strong economy and a
safe, healthy environment.
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Losing Ground, Mass Audubon, 2014



Land Use Trends In Middlesex County
2005-2013

* Acres developed: 3300
* Acres protected: 8800

Statewide
* Total land developed: 200,000 (37%) J—
* Total land protected: 101,000 (19%) over half of ety
Massachenstts
had not yet

been protected
or developed.

Losing Ground, Mass Audubon, 2014



Housing Projections 2010 — 2040

Massachusetts Housing Production Compared to Projected Demand

» 484,000 new housing 2011-2016

units needed in Metro £ " iricment i minmet 025% longtermios mrowth (MAFC)
BOSton area ‘éqnﬂ B projected housing permits at 2016 pace
"E“ 350 ¥ Housing permitted 2011-2016
- Current housing 5 300
shortage 38,000 o
150
» Workforce housing 100
needed — affordable and 0
mid-range inmsnenEaSSITIASRER S
38888888888 ¢8:s¢8¢R_¢8¢8¢8%¢%

Sources: MAPC and Mass Housing Partnership



Future Land Use Scenarios

CONNECTED
COMMUNITIES
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GROWING
GLOBAL

Town Type

I Developed and Sprawling
| Developed and not Sprawling
| Non-Urban and Sprawling
I Non-Urban and not Sprawling

Harvard Forest
New England Land Use Futures Explorer
https://nels-demo.fernleafinteractive.com

2010-2020 2010-2020

Connected Communities Growing Global
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