YOUNG EXPL®
OUR FEATHERED FRIENDS

All birds have feathers, and birds are the only living animals that do!

What's a Feather For?

FLIGHT FEATHERS are found on the tail and wings. They are
shaped to move smoothly through the air. They are lightweight
yet stiff enough to hold their shape to help the bird fly.
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CONTOUR FEATHERS cover the bird’'s body. The outer part
is like a rain jacket and protects the bird from wind, rain, and
snow. The inner part is soft and fluffy like a sweater for warmth.
Contour feathers can come in bright colors and patterns to
attract mates or dull-colored camouflage to help birds hide.

DOWN FEATHERS are soft and fluffy to provide insulation,
keeping the bird warm and dry. Sometimes birds will pluck their
own down feathers to line their nest to help keep their eggs and

babies warm, too. g

BRISTLES are actually tiny feathers that are usually found on
the head near the eyes and beak. They help some birds sense
nearby objects, including food in some cases.
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