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HABITAT

NATURE CAMP

Discover. Explore. Be Outside.

Welcome to

Habitat
Nature
Camp!
Habitat Nature Camp in Belmont has been
engaging children in nature study since 1974.
We are committed to providing quality outdoor
experiences that are guided by a philosophy of
discovery, giving campers the opportunity to
explore, question, and connect in nature. We
encourage campers, ages 4–16, to explore their
surroundings and discover new interests and
talents. Campers are encouraged to question
and challenge their understanding of nature and
their own place within it. Our camp community is
welcoming and responsive, and connects new and
returning campers to lasting friendships.

OUR CAMP DIRECTOR
Habitat Nature Camp is directed by Jane
Higgins, who joined Habitat Education Center
in 2000. Whether Jane is reading stories with
Pathfinders, searching for pollinators with
Explorers, or teaching animal adaptations to
Ecologists, a day at camp is always a good day!

OUR CAMP STAFF
Camp staff are carefully hired for their
maturity and caring attitude toward
children. They are environmental educators,
teachers, and camp instructors—many of
whom are former Habitat campers! Each
member of the staff provides enthusiasm
for outdoor exploration and a passion for
education. Small group sizes ensure that
campers stay safe and engaged in learning.
All staff must pass a background check
and receive training in safety, child
development, and natural history prior
to the start of camp. Lead instructors are
certified in first aid and CPR.
Mass Audubon requires that all staff,
regardless of their work location,
disclose their vaccination status. Proof of
vaccination status is required immediately
upon hire.

A DAY AT CAMP
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9:00–9:30 am
			

Camper Drop-off & 		
Choice Time Activities

9:30–9:45 am

Opening Circle

9:45 am–12:00 pm

Camper Group Time

12:00–1:00 pm

Lunch & Free Time

1:00–3:00 pm

Camper Group Time

3:00–3:15 pm

Closing Circle

3:15–3:45 pm 		

Camper Pick-up

3:45–5:30 pm
Optional After Camp 		
			Program

NEW! SLIDING SCALE PRICING

COVID-19 Safety

Mass Audubon is committed to ensuring that
every family that wants their child to experience
summer camp should have the opportunity to do
so. A sliding scale model helps us work toward
that goal through an easy and dependable
process for families. To learn more, see page 6
and visit massaudubon.org/camps.

The health and welfare of our campers and staff
remains our highest priority. We feel confident
that the success of Mass Audubon Camps in
designing and offering a safe summer of camping
in 2020 and 2021 will guide us into another great
summer in 2022. We will continue to stay informed
and engaged with the work of the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health and the American
Camp Association to ensure best practices with
regard to staying safe as we move through the
developing phases of the COVID-19 pandemic.
For the latest updates on COVID-19 safety at
camp, visit massaudubon.org/camps.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Call

617-489-5050

Email habitatcamp@massaudubon.org
Visit

massaudubon.org/habitatcamp

MORE FOR MEMBERS
Mass Audubon membership benefits don’t end
when the summer’s over; membership includes
year-round free admission to our statewide
network of wildlife sanctuaries, where the whole
family can explore and enjoy the outdoors.
Members also enjoy great savings on nature
programs and gift shop purchases. Learn more
at massaudubon.org/membership.

Our Commitment to
Diversity & Inclusion
At Mass Audubon Camps, we strive to create a safe,
inclusive, and caring camp environment where
each person is respected and supported in their
learning and growth. We believe that diversity—
both in nature and in our human communities—is
essential to strength, resilience, and innovation,
and we are committed to recognizing the unique
contributions of each community member.

Jane and all of the staff are so responsive
and responsible and make my child and
family feel safe and happy at Habitat. Every
day I would pick up a dusty, sweaty, smiling
kid. She had such a great time and has really
deepened her connection with the natural
world and the kids at camp. Thank you!
— 2021 Camp Parent
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Nature Camp
Programs

Session 1: June 27–July 8 (no camp on Monday, July 4)
Session 2: July 11–22
Session 3: July 25–August 5
Session 4: August 8–19

Campers may register for ONE two-week session.

Ramblers

Voyagers

Pre-K, age 4 • 9:00 am–12:00 pm

Grades 7–9, ages 12–14

Ramble through the woods, using your senses to
investigate the world around you. Get to know the plants
and animals that can be found at Habitat as well as in
your own backyard. Campers must be age 4 by June 1.

Follow rock walls as they traverse forests and fields.
Search for signs of vanished wetlands replaced by urban
development. Investigate new wildlife habitats carved
through neighborhoods as you discover the nature of
New England and the ways humans have left their mark
on the landscape.

Pathfinders

Kindergarten, age 5 • 9:00 am–3:30 pm
Choose a path to follow and uncover Habitat’s secret
places. Go on a hike to search for critters in the places
where they live and grow. Learn what makes different
animals unique and what we have in common with them.
Campers must be age 5 by June 1.

Explorers

Explore nearby areas on day trips, then broaden your
knowledge on three-day, two-night camping trips,
leaving Habitat Wednesday morning at 9:00 am and
returning by 3:30 pm on Friday. Choose Group A or B for
different trip locations. Habitat Nature Camp provides
allergen-free meals and tents.
Session 1*
June 27–July 8

Grades 1–4, ages 6–9 • 9:00 am–3:30 pm

Day Trips: June 28, July 5

Stroll to Turtle Pond, peer under logs, hide in the meadow,
and climb through the forest layers. Find out who lives
in all of Habitat’s different habitats and the adaptations
animals and plants have to survive. Engage in a variety of
activities, such as nature crafts, cooking, outdoor skills,
science experiments, and fun games. Finish the day with
camp songs and silly stories.

Camping Trips: June 29–July 1, July 6–8
Group A: Connecticut Quest
Group B: Explore the New England Coast
Session 4*
August 8–19
Day Trips: August 9, 15, 16

Ecologists

Grades 5–7, ages 10–12 • 9:00 am–3:30 pm

Group A: New Hampshire Excursion

Deepen your understanding of how nature works by
taking a closer look at soil, water, plants, and animal
populations. Discover how animals and plants are
connected to their environment in a fascinating web
of life. Be a steward of the sanctuary by participating
in conservation activities such as invasive species
removal and bird box monitoring. Embark on a field trip
to a local Massachusetts river and investigate by canoe.
Complete the experience with an all-day hike on nearby
conversation land and an overnight campout at Habitat.

Group B: Trek the Berkshires

The field trip occurs on the first Thursday and the on-site
overnight component takes place on the second Thursday
of each session. After the overnight, camp ends at 9:00 am
on Friday. Habitat Nature Camp provides, tents, dinner, and
breakfast for all campers.
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Camping Trips: August 10–12, 17–19

*The Voyagers program is co-led by Mass Audubon’s Habitat
Nature Camp and Drumlin Farm Camp. Sessions 1 and 4 will
be based out of Habitat Education Center in Belmont, while
Sessions 2 and 3 will be based out of Drumlin Farm Wildlife
Sanctuary in Lincoln. Families are welcome to sign up for
sessions at either or both locations. Visit massaudubon.org/
drumlincamp for additional sessions.

Environmental Leadership for Teens (ELT)
Grades 9–11, ages 14–16

Jump-start your climate activism skills in this two-week
environmental leadership camp. Alongside your peers,
learn how to identify areas that are vulnerable to the
effects of climate change, locate resources to address
those vulnerabilities, and become an advocate for climate
justice. You’ll participate in service projects around the
sanctuary, and see what climate action looks like at
Mass Audubon.
At the end of your two-week session, we’ll help you
set goals to take on a climate action project in your
community. Join your peers for a virtual meeting at
summer’s end to share progress and collaborate on
projects.
Session 3*
July 25–August 5
Explore local forests through the eyes of a steward,
scientist, and climate activist while investigating how
human behavior impacts this ecosystem and others like
it. Learn about the importance of trees in different areas,
gather data about forests, and act to help protect and
improve tree cover and forests in Massachusetts.
*The ELT program will take place at all three of Mass Audubon’s
Metro West nature camps and each sanctuary will feature a
different theme. Visit our website for more details on ELT sessions
at Broadmoor Nature Camp in Natick, and Drumlin Farm Camp
in Lincoln.

I honestly sensed a click-change in my
daughter after the very first day—she
came home bright-eyed and buzzing, and
suddenly had more maturity, confidence, and
curiosity—the setting, camaraderie, and focus
on nature education has a very special effect.
— 2021 Camp Parent

Leaders-in-Training (LITs)
Grades 9–11 , ages 14–16
8:15 am–4:15 pm, Sessions 1–4

Looking for something fun to do this summer? Do you
enjoy working with children? Gain valuable leadership
experience and community service hours as you assist our
camp staff in directing nature activities and supervising
campers enrolled in our Pathfinders and Explorers
programs. LITs play games, read stories, participate in
skits, and prepare materials for activities. Each LIT will
have the opportunity to lead an activity with campers.
To be eligible for this volunteer program, LITs must
participate in training on June 22–24; 9:00 am–3:00 pm
and be available for at least one of the two-week camp
sessions. To apply, please download an LIT application
at massaudubon.org/habitatcamp by January 30.
Applicants will receive a confirmation email and additional
information upon registration. Please contact the Camp
Director with questions.
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Theme Camp Programs
Night Critters

Kindergarten, age 5
August 22–26 • 9:00 am–3:30 pm

Why do owls and bats hunt at night? Why do
fireflies flash their lights? Discover the amazing
world of nocturnal animals and how they hunt,
hide, and wander about in the dark. Campers must
be age 5 by June 1.

Amazing Changing Planet

Grades 1–4, ages 6–9
August 22–26 • 9:00 am–3:30 pm

Travel back in time to discover how the earth
was created. Journey to the center of the earth
as a grain of sand. Explore distant lands as a
drop of water. Become a butterfly or frog through
metamorphosis. Through hands-on activities and
games, we will discover the different cycles that
help keep nature in balance.

Very educational and engaging. Very consistent
and focused in its mission and delivery. Only
summer camp that has provided a progression
of learning and activities as my child has
grown in age.
— 2021 Camp Parent

There’s more to explore at Wildwood,
Mass Audubon’s overnight camp in
New Hampshire:
• Overnight Camp, ages 7–14
• Day Camp, ages 6–11
• Teen Adventure Trips, ages 14–17
• Environmental Leadership for Teens,
ages 15–17
• Family Camp, all ages!
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Visit massaudubon.org/wildwood or
call 866-627-2267 to learn more.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Registration is open to Mass Audubon members only. Due to the enthusiastic interest in our
community, all camp spaces are filled through an online lottery system. For more information and
to sign up for the lottery, visit massaudubon.org/habitatcamp.
REGISTRATION CONFIRMATION

REFUND POLICY

A confirmation email will be sent once your camper’s
registration has been processed. If the session you
choose is full, you will be placed on a waitlist and be
notified by email.

A full refund, minus the non-refundable deposit, is
provided to camp families who cancel in writing on
or before May 2. After May 2 no refunds are available.
Deposits are not transferable, and refunds are not given
for participant dismissal, failure to attend, absence, or
sick days. If we must cancel a session, you will receive a
full refund.

DEPOSIT
A nonrefundable deposit is required for camp as follows:
1-week Sessions: $50/camper/session

MEMBERSHIP

2-week Sessions: $100/camper/session
If your child receives a spot in camp, you will be
required to pay the deposit within 14 days of receiving
the registration confirmation. Directions for making
payments will be included on the registration
confirmation. The deposit will be applied to your camp
tuition and cannot be transferred to another camper,
family, or camp location. If registering after May 2,
payment in full is required (unless a payment plan has
been established with the Camp Director).

We require that all campers be members of Mass
Audubon at the Family level or higher. Upon receiving a
spot in camp, if you are not already a member or if your
membership has expired, the $70 family membership
fee will be added to your camp balance. To view all of the
benefits that come with membership beyond summer
camp, visit massaudubon.org/membership.

(continued)

SLIDING SCALE PRICING
Under the sliding scale model, every family will register for camp at a tuition rate based on their annual gross income.
At registration, you will have the opportunity to select the pricing that best fits your family’s gross income bracket.
You will be asked to upload income verification documentation at a later time if you selected Tiers 1–4. Registrants
at Tier 5 are not required to provide income verification. If you receive a spot in camp, you will be asked to pay the
nonrefundable deposit within two weeks of receiving the confirmation email; the final balance and all paperwork
are due by May 2, 2022. If cost is still a barrier under the tiered structure, financial assistance (in the form of
scholarships) and payment plans are also available.

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Tier 4

<$50,000

$50,000–
$74,999

$75,000–
$99,999

$100,000– No financial
aid requested
$149,999

Half-day*
One-week

$120

$300

$390

$510

$600

Two-week*

$240

$600

$780

$1,020

$1,200

After Camp
(per day)

$6

$14

$20

$28

$30

*Camp will be closed on Monday, July 4, so Session 1 will be prorated accordingly.

Tier 5
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION (continued)
FINANCIAL AID
We believe connection with the natural world should be available to all.
If finances are getting in the way of a summer at Habitat Nature Camp,
financial assistance is available based on demonstrated financial
need and available funds. Scholarships are limited to one session per
child; however, all applications are considered and will be accepted
on a rolling basis. Payment plan options are also available. Please visit
massaudubon.org/campforms to download a scholarship application.

IMPORTANT DEADLINES
All camp forms, waivers, and the balance of your camp tuition are due by
May 2. If registering after May 2, payment in full is required and a specific
camp form deadline will be set for you. A camper cannot attend camp
and their spot is not guaranteed until all forms, waivers, and payments
are completed (or a payment plan has been established). A fee of $25 per
camper will be charged for incomplete or late forms and payment.

DETAILS AT
massaudubon.org/kidstocamp

CAMPER REQUIREMENTS
Campers are expected to be able to follow all COVID-19 safety protocols,
to be determined by the start of camp based on the latest guidelines
from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. Visit
massaudubon.org/camps for the latest information about COVID-19
safety at Mass Audubon Camps.
All campers must follow stated behavior expectations and safety rules.
To ensure a successful camp experience, please discuss any pertinent
information regarding your child’s needs with the Camp Director. We
strive to make camp a great experience for all, and we can accommodate
on a case-by-case basis. The Camp Director reserves the right to dismiss
a camper when, in their judgment, the camper’s behavior interferes with
the rights of others or violates the camp’s safety and behavior policies.
In such cases no refunds will be provided. If you have any questions
regarding your child’s ability to participate in our camp program,
please contact the Camp Director.

CAMP LICENSE
Our camp complies with the regulations of the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health (105 CMR 430) and is licensed by the
Belmont Board of Health.

ACA ACCREDITATION
We are proud to be accredited by the American Camp Association.
Developed exclusively for the camp industry, this nationally recognized
program focuses on program quality, health and safety, management,
and camp operations.

CAMP POLICY REQUESTS
You may request copies of our background check, healthcare, discipline,
bullying, and grievance policies at any time.

CAMP CONTACT INFO
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Jane Higgins, Habitat Nature Camp Director
10 Juniper Road, Belmont, MA 02478
617-489-5050 • jhiggins@massaudubon.org
massaudubon.org/habitatcamp

Mass Audubon is the largest naturebased conservation organization in New
England. Founded in 1896 by two women
who fought for the protection of birds,
Mass Audubon carries on their legacy
by focusing on the greatest challenges
facing the environment today: the loss of
biodiversity, inequitable access to nature,
and climate change.
With the help of our 140,000 members and
supporters, we protect wildlife, conserve
and restore resilient land, advocate for
impactful environmental policies, offer
nationally recognized education programs
for adults and children, and provide
endless opportunities to experience the
outdoors at our wildlife sanctuaries.
Explore, find inspiration, and take action
at massaudubon.org.

