Camp BNC at Mattapan
Boston Nature Center
500 Walk Hill Street
Mattapan, Massachusetts 02126
Tel 617.983.8500

Camp BNC at West Roxbury
Roxbury Latin School
101 St. Theresa Ave
West Roxbury, MA 02132
Tel 617-477-0591

This camp must comply with regulations of the Massachusetts Department of Public
Health and be licensed by the local board of health.
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At Camp BNC, we believe that camp is a place where children can grow, spend quality time outdoors and
have a fun summer experience. Through engaging activities, free play and wonderful camp traditions
children learn about themselves and others while having a great time.

Spending quality time outdoors and teaching children about the
world around them fosters a deep, life-long connection to nature.

Through a nature-based science curriculum, children learn and
practice science skills in a real world setting. Skills include: critical
thinking, creativity, communication and environmental literacy.

Children and young adults learn and relax by playing fun and ageappropriate activities. Play fosters independence, imagination
and socialization.

Building friendships, discovering new interests and trying new
activities, children grow socially, emotionally and physically at
camp.

To create a safe and inclusive camp atmosphere, we foster a camp staff that is diverse, well-trained and
passionate about camp.

is a camp offered by the Massachusetts Audubon Society; a non-profit organization
dedicated to protecting the nature of Massachusetts through conservation, advocacy and education.
Camp BNC does not discriminate in providing service to campers and their families on the basis of
economic limitations, race, ethnicity, cultural heritage, religious or political beliefs, sexual orientation,
physical or mental abilities or limitations, or marital status.
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This camp is licensed by the City of Boston Inspectional Services Health
Division. Under the terms of licensure, the camp is subject to visits by
the City of Boston Inspectional Services Department. Any reports of
these visits will be posted. The City of Boston Inspectional Services
Department, Health Division is located in 1010 Massachusetts Avenue
in Boston, Massachusetts.
This camp is accredited by the American Camp Association.
The Boston Nature Center is in compliance with the design standards for building accessibility in 521 CMR
(Architectural Access Board). Camp BNC ensures access of persons with disabilities either by compliance
with the design standards set by the state’s Architectural Access Board or by compliance with the physical
access requirements in 102 CMR 7.06.
Camp BNC operates in compliance with regulations and has available, upon request, copies of policies on
staff background checks, health care, discipline and grievances.

(Year-round site)
(617) 983 – 8500
500 Walk Hill Street, Mattapan MA 02126
*All paperwork and payment questions should be directed to the BNC.

(Summer weeks only)
101 St. Theresa Ave, West Roxbury MA 02132

(617) 477-0591

Julie Brandlen

Sanctuary Director

(617) 983 - 8500 ext. 6901

Erin Kelly

Camp Director at RL

(617) 983-8500 ext. 6906

Kim Baker

Camp Director at BNC

(617) 983-8500 ext. 6905

Chelsea Gutierrez

Program Director at RL

(617) 477-0591

Zaskya Perez

Office Manager

(617) 983 - 8500 ext. 6904

Mike McWade

Property Manager

(617) 983-8500 ext. 6902
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Please review you camp confirmations before heading off to camp! We have two sites this year, one in
Mattapan and one in West Roxbury. Boston Nature Center does not offer any transportation to and from
camp.

Boston Nature Center
500 Walk Hill Street
Mattapan, MA 02126

Roxbury Latin School
101 St. Theresa Street
West Roxbury, MA 02132

When visiting the Boston Nature Center for the first time, look for the Mass
Audubon logo. It will help you find the entrance. Once you have turned into BNC
entrance, please follow the signs for the George Robert White building. It will lead
to a large parking lot in front of the nature center. It is a beautiful yellow building
with a butterfly garden and a grape arbor out front.

When visiting Roxbury Latin for the first time, look for the main entrance sign. Once you have turned into
the RL entrance you will find a parking lot on your right. You will also see a large drop off loop. Once you
park, head towards the drop off loop, a staff member will be waiting there next to the Camp BNC sign. RL
has secondary parking further up St. Theresa Street if needed.
During drop-off and pick-up times you can use the drop-off loop. All other times please, park in an RL
parking lot.

Both sites are within a ten minute walk from a bus stop. Please visit the MBTA website to find the best
route for your family.
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We will spend a large part of each day exploring and playing in the outdoors. It is important to dress your
camper for the weather in order for them to fully enjoy their experience.







Closed toed shoes
Clothing that can get dirty or wet
A Lunch and Two Snacks
Bug Spray
A hat and sun block
A water bottle

Flip Flops keep children
from running and having
fun. We do not allow them
at camp because they may
lead to injuries!

Just in Case…
 Extra pair of socks and shoes
 An extra change of clothes
 A bathing suit and towel for hot days (We do not swim at camp but we do have activities with spray
bottles or sprinklers.)

If you label your child’s belongings, we can return lost items to you at the end of the day!

Please send your camper with 2 snacks and a lunch every day. Camp BNC does not provide lunch or snack.
Food should be non-perishable, we are unable to refrigerate any lunches. Peanut butter or hard cheeses
are possible choices if an ice pack is not used. All lunch/snack containers should be taken home every day.
The camp will have available snacks and lunches if needed.

If your camper needs medication at camp, it must be checked in with the program staff at the beginning of
the day. For the safety of your children, medication must meet the following requirements:
Prescription Medication:
 Must be in the original containers with the pharmacy label. For
inhalers and EpiPens that includes the box they came in.
 Written permission from the family to administer the medication.
Non-prescription Medication:
 Must be in the original container.
 Written permission from the family to administer the medication.
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We have plenty to do at camp so we ask that children do not bring toys, electronic devices, personal
treasures and/or expensive items to camp.
Cell phones and iPods are not to be used during the camp day. If you need to speak with your child during
the day, please call the main number. Mass Audubon is not responsible for lost or damaged articles that
have been brought to camp.

Arrival is between 8:30am to 9:30am, unless you have signed up for Before Camp (Before Camp opens at
7:30am). An adult must accompany your child into camp and check-in with the program staff. The program
staff will ensure that everything is complete for the week. Children cannot stay at camp if they do not
have a completed health history and a copy of their immunization records. After check-in you and your
camper(s) will be introduced to their counselor.

Morning Circle is a camp tradition that kick-starts the day in a fun and energetic
way. During morning circle, campers and staff sing songs, stretch, tell jokes and act
silly. If your child is having a hard time transitioning, morning circle is a great time to
take your leave. Counselors will care for and comfort your child until they are ready
to join in at camp.

Pick-Up is between 4:30pm to 5:30pm, unless you have signed up for After
Camp (After Camp is between 5:30pm to 6:30pm). After Camp is only available
at the Mattapan site.
Only adults who are on the release list will be able to pick-up your child. To
ensure the safety of your children, we will require identification at every pick-up. If the adult is not on the
release list or does not have identification, the family will be called.

If you arrive after 9:30am, please find a camp director or assistant director to sign-in. At RL please head to
the Art building, look for the Camp BNC sign. If you plan to be late due to an appointment, please email
ahead of time. You can send all emails about late arrivals or early pick-ups to bnccamp@massaudubon.org.
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If you arrive after general pick-up twice in one week, your child will be automatically enrolled in After
Camp. At the West Roxbury site, we do not have the option for After Camp. If you arrive after general pickup twice in one week you will be charged $50.

If you arrive before 4:30pm, please find a camp director or assistant director to sign-out. Please plan to
wait ten to fifteen minutes for your child to come in from their activity. If you plan to be early due to an
appointment, please email ahead of time. You can send all emails about late arrivals or early pick-ups to
bnccamp@massaudubon.org.

Attendance is taken every day at camp. We ask that families call or email when your child will not be
attending camp. If a camper fails to arrive and the camp staff has not been notified of the absence, the
staff will call the family at the phone number(s) listed on the emergency forms.





Every day Assistant Directors or the Camp Directors will take attendance
at 10am. If a camper is absent, a call will be made home.
If an unregistered child arrives at camp, the Camp Director or Assistant Director will try to contact
their family to pick-up the child. If unsuccessful, the Boston Police Department will be called.
If a child scheduled to arrive by third party transportation does not arrive, the Camp Director or
Assistant Director will contact the family and or the transportation company. They will continue to
call until successfully finding the whereabouts of the child.
If a camper has not been picked up by 6:30pm (5:30 pm at RL) the Camp Director or Assistant
Director will try to contact the parents/guardians/emergency contacts. If they cannot be reached
within an hour the local police will be notified.

At the end of every week, each camp holds a Family Showcase. All families are invited to attend this short
event where each group performs a skit, song or presentation about what they learned during the week.
Family Showcase starts at 4:45 and lasts about 15 to 20 minutes. After the showcase, you are welcome to
tour the site, pick-up art work and gather your child’s belongs.

Throughout the week, we will do our best to return all lost items. However items that are left after a
session, we will hold for one week after the session. After that they will be donated to a local thrift store.
Any leftover medication will be held for two weeks and then it will be destroyed.
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Camp BNC combines a high-quality science education with the wonderful
traditions of summer camp, helping children to grow and connect with the
world around them. Every day, camp is filled with hands-on/minds-on
experiences, outdoor exploration, and engaging camp activities.
7:30 am
8:30 am

Before Camp Option
During this optional program campers can choose from a number of quiet activities including
board games, cards, or using binoculars to bird watch behind the nature center.

8:30 am
9:30 am

Drop-off & Choice Time
Campers choose one of three activity areas to join: Books & Board Games, Arts & Crafts or
Outside. In books & board games, campers can choose from a variety of board games, learn how
to play new games with the help of staff or relax and read a book. If campers are feeling creative
they can join the staff in the arts and crafts room for a nature inspired art project. Outside
campers can play games like tag and soccer or spend time in the Nature Nook making mud pies,
building forts or go where their imagination takes them.

9:30 am
10:00 am

Morning Circle
The whole camp starts the day together at Morning Circle. We sing songs, tell crazy jokes and do
stretches to get ready for a full day of nature exploration here at camp.

10:15 am
12:30 pm

Nature Exploration
Each week campers explore a nature-based, age-appropriate curriculum. During this time,
campers split into their small counselor led groups to explore their theme for the week. Activities
range from nature hikes to gardening, animal plays to bug sweeping, designing scientific
experiments to building solar ovens. Every theme is interdisciplinary and includes elements of art,
literacy and math. Morning snack is during this period.

12:30 pm

Lunch

1:00 pm
2:00 pm

Recess
The entire camp comes together on the Activity Lawn to play games, explore the Nature Nook or
to relax under the shade tree.

2:00 pm
4:15 pm

Activities, Crafts & Games
Campers continue to learn about the theme of the week through nature games, specialized art
projects and gardening. Each Wednesday, the camp takes part in a special activity like Camp Clue
or BNC Talent Show. Afternoon snack is during this period.

4:15 pm

Afternoon Blob
The entire camp comes together under the Shade Tree to share “Nature Notes” -- interesting
nature sightings of the day – sing songs and hear announcements to finish up for the day.

4:30 pm
5:30 pm

Pick-Up and Choice Time
Campers have another opportunity to connect with their friends and have supervised choice time
while waiting to be picked up by their families.

5:30 pm
6:30 pm

After Camp Option
During this optional program campers can choose from a number of quiet activities including
board games, cards, or visit with the BNC’s educational animals.
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During many of the weeks, campers age 6 and older attend a field trip to other cultural organizations or
green spaces. Families are notified of these field trips at the beginning of each camp week and asked to
sign a permission slip. On all field trips staff will maintain the same ratios of staff to camper that are used
during camp. At no time will campers be alone. Camp staff are equipped with first aid kits at all times as
well as camper emergency information. A contracted school bus transportation company transports
campers and staff during field trips. The duration of each field trip varies from half day to full day
excursions. No trip is longer than an hour away from Mattapan.
Bus Regulations
 Vehicles will be loaded only within the passenger seating capacity
limits established by the manufacturer,
 All passengers shall wear seat belts if available,
 All passengers are to remain seated while vehicle is moving,
 Persons in wheelchairs are seat belted into wheelchairs that are in
locked positions and secured to the vehicle.
 All heavy, sharp or dangerous objects must be secured before driving.
 Children under age 7 will not go on field trips over 1 hour each way.

Camp BNC offers opportunities for older children to experience an overnight. All overnights are included in
the session fee and are optional.

500 Walk Hill Street, Mattapan MA 02126
617-983-8500
Falcons and Ravens will have one opportunity during the summer to bunk over at the Boston Nature

Center. Campers will enjoy a special night with fun games, campfire games and early morning walks.
There will be opportunities to modify the experience for children not ready to stay overnight. For
more details see the full description of overnights.

27 Vining Road, Rindge NH 03461
603-899-5589
Adventurers will have two opportunities to tent camp at Mass Audubon’s overnight camp in Rindge,

NH. Campers will learn about tent camping while exploring a new camp, enjoying a campfire and the
next day they will have the opportunity to canoe. For more details see the full description of
overnights.
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Health Care Center:
Name:
Address:
Phone Number:
Fax Number:

Mattapan Community Health Center
Tarma Johnson, FNP, BC
1575 Blue Hill Ave. Mattapan, MA 02126
617.296.0061
617.296.5408

Boston Emergency Services:
Poison Control Center:
DCF/Child Abuse:
Public Health Dept.:
Director: Erin Kelly’s cell:
Director: Kim Baker’s cell:

911
1-800-222-1222
1-800-792-5200
617-573-1600
781-223-6102
203-645-3415

Boston Medical Center:
Children’s Hospital:
Faulkner Hospital:

617-638-8000
617-355-6000
617-983-7000

1.
2.
3.
4.

Emergency first aid will be given by certified staff.
The director will be immediately alerted for assistance.
The director will call 911.
Family will be called to meet the child and the staff member at the hospital. Staff will accompany the
child to the hospital and stay with them until the arrival of a guardian.
5. When a guardian cannot be reached, those listed, as emergency contacts will be contacted. If
necessary, two staff members will transport the child to the hospital; the child’s whole file will be
taken with them.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Basic first aid will be administered by certified staff.
If further first aid is needed, the child will be brought to the main office and the director.
The family will be notified of all first aid provided.
If the child needs further care than can be provided by the staff, the director will contact a
parent/guardian to pick up the child.
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Families will be notified immediately of any injury which requires emergency care. You will also be notified,
in writing, if any first aid is administered.

As a requirement of their employment, full-time year round staff will be certified in CPR and first aid. As
part of this training, all staff members are oriented to the area, as well as all the rules and safety
regulations pertaining to these areas. A staff member who is certified in first aid and cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) is available on-site whenever children are present.

At the beginning of each session a list of children with food and other life-threatening allergies will
be compiled and given to each staff member. The program has a firm no sharing food policy. Staff
will sit next to children eating peanuts, peanut butter or other nuts.

If a child is not feeling well and they will not be able to participate in camp activities, they should stay
home for the day. If a child is unwell at camp or exhibits symptoms of infectious disease families will be
called to take the child home. A child who does not appear to be fully recovered from an illness will not be
readmitted to camp unless there is a statement by an attending physician documenting that the child is
able to return and participate in activities.
When a communicable disease has been introduced into the program, families will be notified immediately
in writing by the director. The Department of Health will also be contacted.

All staff members are trained in Infection Control during staff training. They are required to use
universal precautions in the administration of first aid, helping children with toileting accidents and
the disposal of potentially infectious materials.
Children are required to wash their hands with soap and water at least the following times:
1. Before eating or handling food
2. After toileting or coming into contact with body fluids and discharges
3. After handling animals or their equipment

Children need to be free of the following symptoms of infectious disease to attend camp.



Illness that prevents the child from participating in the program activities;
Illness that results in greater care than the staff can provide without compromising the health and
safety of the other children;
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The child has any of the following conditions: fever, unusual lethargy, irritability, persistent crying,
difficult breathing, or other signs of serious illness;
Diarrhea;
Vomiting two or more times in the previous 24 hours at home or at the program;
Mouth sores, unless the physician states that the child is non-infectious;
Rash with a fever or behavior change until the physician has determined that the illness is not a
communicable disease;
Purulent conjunctivitis (eye pink or red with white or yellow discharge);
Tuberculosis, until the child is non-infectious;
Impetigo, until 24 hours after treatment has started or all the sores are covered;
Head lice (can return to the program after first treatment);
Strep infection, until 24 hours after treatment and the child has been without fever for 24 hours;
Chicken pox, until last blister has healed over.

Campers are encouraged to reduce their exposure to the sun. Children are encouraged to use of wide
brim hats, long sleeve shirts, long pants, and sunscreens with a solar protection factor of 15 or greater and
lip balm. Families are encouraged to apply sunscreen at the beginning of the day. Staff will assist campers
with the application of sunscreen at lunch time if it is provided by the family.

It is important that families and campers take precautions to avoid insect bites from mosquitos and ticks.
Campers are encouraged to use insect repellent and wear light colored clothing. If insect repellent is
provided staff will assist children with the application. If you would like more information about insect
repellent, we suggest visiting the EPA website about insect repellents.

Tick checks will be done throughout the day at camp
and should be done at home. Staff will educate and
remind campers about tick checks. Campers will be
encouraged to inspect their clothing, exposed skin and
hair line. We strongly encourage families to do another
tick check before leaving and later at home where skin
covered by clothing can be inspected. Bathing can also
help find and/or wash off crawling ticks.
For more information about ticks, tick borne disease please visit the Boston Public Health Commission or
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention page.

During the day it is important that both staff and campers stay hydrated. Campers and staff are
encouraged to bring a water bottle every day to camp. Both the BNC and RL have water fountains supplied
by a public water supply. At no time should campers or staff share water bottles or drinking cups.
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To provide a safe and healthy environment there is to be No smoking on the
sanctuary grounds at BNC or the school grounds at RL.

There are two snack times and a lunch every day. Camp BNC does not provide lunch or snack. Food should
be non-perishable, we are unable to refrigerate any lunches. Peanut butter or hard cheeses are possible
choices if an ice pack is not used. All lunch/snack containers should be taken home every day.

If a camper is missing a lunch the program staff will call home to see if
the family can bring it in. The camp will have available mac & cheese
and/or apple sauce if needed. For campers with allergy or other dietary
needs appropriate food will be provided. If a camper is missing snack
or lunch or requests an extra food, staff will send home a food note.

If the City of Boston, State of Massachusetts or United States Government issues an evacuation order,
Camp BNC will comply immediately. Families will be contacted and children will be transported to a secure
area in any manner deemed necessary by civil authorities.

If thunder is heard or lightening is visible all campers and staff will remain indoors
until a minimum of thirty minutes of no thunder or lightening. Should strong winds
come up without warning, staff will immediately move campers to an indoor space.
Rooms with few or no windows will be used until the wind warnings have been cancelled. All field trips will
be cancelled if thunderstorms or strong winds are expected and there is no indoor space available.

As hurricanes and other weather emergencies are a predictable occurrence, camp will be canceled if there
is a Watch or Warning for the area. If the program is in session, families will be notified. If a tornado is seen
or heard, everyone will enter the basement, protect their faces by covering them with their arms and
remain in the shelter until dismissed by the BNC staff person in charge for the day or civil defense officials.
Shelter will be taken in the basement of the GRWECC or the basement of the Art building at Roxbury Latin.
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The Boston Nature Center
The emergency gathering location on the sanctuary is under the Meadow Tent. If it is necessary to
evacuate the sanctuary, the camp will walk to the Dennis Haley School (570 American Legion Highway,
Roslindale MA 02131)
Roxbury Latin School
The emergency gathering location on the RL campus is the parking lot near the main
entrance. If it is necessary to evacuate the building, the camp will walk to the gym on campus.

The Sanctuary Director is ultimately responsible for all Boston Nature Center activities and camps. She is
the direct supervisor of the Education Manager, Property Manager, and the Office Manager. If the camp
director is absent more than 12 hours the Sanctuary Director will directly supervise the camps.

The Camp Directors are responsible for Camp BNC at Mattapan and at West Roxbury. The Camp Director
supervises staff at the BNC that participates in the camp, and offers guidance and support as needed. The
Camp Director is a primary contact in the event of an emergency and is the direct contact with parents/
Families, interns and volunteers involved in the camp. The Camp Director is the direct contact with the City
of Boston Inspectional Services.

Program Directors and Assistant Directors are responsible for camp when the Camp Director is not
available. The program staff supervises staff camp staff, and offers guidance and support as needed.
They provide assistance to the Camp Director in all programmatic, safety, and administrative components
of camp.

Camp Counselors are responsible for the direct supervision of the campers. Their
duties include, but are not limited to: creating and teaching camp activities,
behavior management, and camper safety. All staff must complete a camp
counselor training prior to the arrival of campers. All camp counselors are 18
years or older.

The Junior Counselors are responsible for aiding the staff in their duties during camp hours. These duties
include, but are not limited to: supervising children, distributing snacks and materials, assisting with
activities and leading select activities with the help of staff. All Junior Counselors are 16 years or older and
only with children younger than 11 years old
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At all times campers are supervised by a staff member. Staff are attentive to the needs and safety of the
campers assigned to them. When campers are changing activities there shall be no break in supervision.

Both the Department of Health and the American Camping Association have staff to camper ratio
requirements that must be followed to operate camp under the current guidelines. We choose to follow
the lowest staff ratio:

Campers age 5:
Camper age 6:
Campers ages 7 - 16:

1 staff / 5 campers
1 staff/ 6 campers
1 staff / 8 campers

Junior Counselors
Staff under 18 can be accounted for half of the ratio but cannot be left alone to supervise campers.
Exceptions to the Ratios
During board games and movies:
1 staff member for every 10 campers (except for children 6 and under)
During Recess and Choice times:
1 staff member for every 10 campers (ages 7 and over)
1 staff member for every 5 campers (ages 6 and under)

Camp is a place where children can learn and grow socially and emotionally. When a camper forgets a rule
or struggles with a behavior standard, it should be approached as a learning opportunity. We want every
camper to have a successful experience at camp and staff can support this goal through positive behavior
management.

At NO time, or for any reason, is there to be physical or corporal punishment:
Corporal punishment includes:
 Spanking
 cruel or severe punishment
 humiliation or verbal abuse
 No camper shall be denied food or shelter as a form of punishment.
 No child shall be punished for soiling, wetting or not using the toilet.
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Positive behavior management at Camp BNC focuses on three elements that support behavior.
1. Supportive Atmosphere: Staff are to create a supportive atmosphere that
encourages children to understand and follow rules independently.
2. Behavior Tools: Staff are to teach children to solve conflicts and misunderstandings
through communication and self-regulation of emotions.
3. Consistent Rules: Staff are to follow the rules and steps provided by the BNC to
handle discipline issues

We review camp rules every week with the campers and the staff.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

We treat with respect and kindness all living things.
We follow staff requests.
We stay with a staff member so that we are safe.
We are responsible for taking care of the materials at camp.
We keep our hands, feet, objects, and name calling to ourselves.

To promote positive and safe camp behavior, staff utilize the following
positive rewards.
1. Praise
2. A leaf in your name!
3. A reward for whole group.
4. Choose an activity for your group.
5. Choose an activity for camp.

When children forget to follow certain rules in the excitement of camp, the staff will take the following
steps.
1. Reminder of the rules.
2. Reminder of rule with warning.
3. Short time out.
4. Time away from the group to recharge.
5. Speak with Assistant or Camp Director.
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There are some minor rules at camp that help support the camp culture and safety of the campers.
 We do not share food at camp.
 We do not run inside or throw items inside buildings.
 We do not bring or eat candy at camp.
 We do not bring electronics to camp.
 We always have a buddy.

When a child is brought to the program staff (Camp Director or Assistant
Director) they will discuss the reasons behind the behavior and the expectations
for camp. They will work together to find steps to correct the behavior. They
will decide which of the steps will be taken next:
 Behavior contract.
 Phone call home to family to discuss behavior with their child.
 Camper sent home.

We want all children to have a successful camp experience. We will contact families when persistent
behavior problems or safety concerns. Any outside behavioral or family issues or other areas that may
affect a child’s behavior should be shared with the camp.

The next section goes in more detail about camp policies and procedures. They are for families to
reference if they have questions.

Registration for camp begins in January. All applications are processed in the order they arrive. No spots
can be held without a deposit.
All families are required to complete and return all aspects of the forms in the registration packet. The
packet includes:
 Health Information
 Release and waiver form
 Current Physical
 Community Behavior Agreement
 Record of Vaccinations or a Vaccination
Waiver
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For families who are eligible for financial aid we have two ways to support camp participation. We have a
sliding scale based on income. To apply for a sliding scale fee, families must fill out a financial aid
application and provide the camp documentation of family’s gross household income. We have some
partial scholarships available. These scholarships are given out on a case by case basis. If you think that you
will need additional financial support in order to participate in Camp BNC, please contact the Camp
Director to discuss your request.
Families are expected to pay a non-refundable deposit of $25 with
the application and the final payment is due June 1st. Checks may
be made payable to the Boston Nature Center. Families can
speak with the office manager to set-up a payment plan.

Camp program fees include a nonrefundable deposit. Refunds
are not made for dismissal, failure to attend, absence or sick days.
Please notify us of any withdrawals as soon as possible. The camp
fee, less the deposit, will be refunded if cancellations are received by June 1st. If the family is on a camp
payment plan they will receive a refund if the withdrawal is made no less than two weeks before the
session.

Camper may re-enroll in the camp. Re-admission will depend on availability of space and the camper’s
history in the camp (see Termination from camp). Requests must be made through the Camp Director.

At Camp BNC we want all campers to have a successful camp experience. Families are encouraged to read
this handbook and the weekly schedule. Counselors will be available during Monday morning choice time
for you to meet with. Notes about your child on their health profile will be shared with the counselors.
Confidential issues or concerns should be addressed with the program staff.




Informal discussion (initiated by family or by staff) at drop-off or pick up time should not
interfere with the safe and smooth arrival or dismissal of other camper and will not violate a
participant or family member’s right to privacy;
Formal conferences between staff and family can be arranged, especially when a concern
cannot be properly addressed by an informal discussion or notes;
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The Camp BNC welcomes input from families, and invites families to share their views, ideas, and visions.
All families are sent a link to the camp survey after each session. We also welcome feedback through email
and phone calls.

Families are encouraged to visit Camp BNC. There are several volunteer opportunities for families
throughout the camp, such as coming in to teach or demonstrate a special skill or talent, chaperone some
of the field trips, conduct special gatherings for families and children, etc. Families should call the camp
Director if they are interested in these opportunities. By law stipulation CORI and SORI will be checked for
volunteers as it is checked for staff, counselors and interns. It can take a week to two weeks before a
background check is completed.

Camp BNC staff is mandated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to report suspected child abuse or
neglect in accordance with MGL c.119, 51A. Whenever any staff member is concerned about a child’s
development or behavior and feel that further evaluation should be done, they should report it to the
Camp Director, who will review concerns with the Sanctuary Director.
Camp BNC shall use the following procedures for referring families to appropriate social, mental health,
educational and medical services for their child, should camp staff feel that an assessment for such
additional services would benefit the child.

If the Camp Director and the Sanctuary Director agree, the staff are requested to complete an observation
report as suggested by the OCCS, and review the child’s record prior to making a referral. This review will
include contacting the child’s school and any other possible sources of reliable information on the matter.
The Camp Director will maintain a list of current referral resources in the community for children in need of
social, mental health, educational or medical services. This list shall include the contact person for Chapter
766 and Early Intervention camp referrals.

The Camp Director will schedule a meeting with families to notify them of the Boston Nature Center’s
concern and prepares a current list of possible referral resources. At the meeting, the Camp Director will
provide a written statement including the reason for recommending a referral for additional services, a
brief summary of the center’s observations related to the referral and any efforts the center may have
made to accommodate the child’s needs.
BNC staff will offer assistance to the child’s family in making the referral. Families should be encouraged
to call or request in writing an evaluation.
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Camp BNC recognizes the various needs of camper at different ages and stages of development, and with
those needs, camper must be treated individually. However, campers requiring routine, on-going one-onone attention and direction specific to behavior issues may require a different setting.
Camp BNC reserves the right to dismiss any camper whose actions or behaviors jeopardize the overall
health and goals of the camp. Camp BNC also reserves the right to dismiss the enrolled participant of any
family member whose actions interfere with the successful operation of the camp. Repeated failure to
comply with camp rules and/or procedures will result in dismissal.
The family will be notified in writing of any issues leading to a child’s termination from Camp BNC. The
following are the steps leading up to and culminating in termination:

1st step
2nd step

Leader Response
Reminder of the Rule.*

Consequences for Camper
Reminder of the rule and possible
consequences.
Time out no longer than 15 minutes.

Reminder of the Rule plus short time
out.
3rd step Discussion with the camper about the Camper will miss an entire activity (Recess,
rules of camp. Update the Camp
choice time, camp activity time)
Director or Assistant Director on the
steps taken so far. Supervise the
camper while they miss an entire
activity.
4th step Camper will be brought to the Camp
The camper will be asked to reflect on the
Director or Assistant Director for a
discussion and write their own behavior
discussion. The Camp Director or
contract.
Assistant Director will write up the
incident and speak with the family.
5th step The Camp Director and Sanctuary
The family is called. Contact reviewed. Possible
Director will discuss possible
dismissal.
participant’s dismissal from the camp.
*If a camper intentionally hurts another person or runs away from the group or staff member, they will
immediately be brought to the Camp Director.
If, after steps 1 through 4, there is no mutually agreeable resolution of the issues that warrant termination,
the Camp Director, shall issue a written notice of termination.

Any camper whose behavior seriously threatens the emotional or physical safety of themselves or others
will be suspended immediately, for a period of up to 2 days. During the period of suspension, a further
evaluation will be made to determine whether it is appropriate for the camper to remain in the camp. The
Camp Director, staff, families will participate in this further evaluation.
Examples of behavior warranting immediate suspension include:
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Attacking another child or adult.
Documented harassment of another child.
Aggressive behavior that required an adult to physically restrain the child.
Leaving the camp site without permission of the staff (includes staying on the sanctuary grounds or
leaving the immediate vicinity of an outdoor activity without permission of a staff member).

The camp reserves the right to allow provisional reentry into the camp or to proceed with the termination
of the camper’s enrollment. Liability for tuition continues through the term of suspension and does not
end until the camper is officially terminated from the camp.

Pocketknives, matches, firearms/ammunition, or other potentially dangerous items are not allowed and
are grounds for dismissal from the program. The possession or use of tobacco, alcohol, drugs and
weapons are prohibited. No animal is allowed in camp without prior permission from the Director.

Complaints about the camp must be brought to the attention of the Camp Director, who shall attempt to
resolve the matter. If the matter is not resolved to the family’s satisfaction, the Camp Director may bring
the matter to the Sanctuary Director.
No disciplinary action will be taken against any employee without a
hearing with the Camp Director and the Sanctuary Director. Except
in cases requiring immediate dismissal (outlined in the next section)
an employee under disciplinary action will receive at least one
written notice before dismissal.

Camp BNC staff is mandated by the State of Massachusetts to report suspected child abuse or neglect in
accordance with MGL c119, s.51A. Staff report to the Camp Director regarding suspected family abuse or
neglect issues; the Camp Director reports to the Department of Children and Families at 1-800-792-5200.
The camp is not required to notify families of these reports.
Criminal record and sexual offender record searches are done on all BNC employees and volunteers prior
to their hiring date. All staff and volunteers are required to provide a complete work history for the prior
five years plus three positive references from non-related persons. Families should report any suspected
staff abuse to the Camp Director, Sanctuary Director, and DCF.
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Once a summer, the two oldest camper groups have the opportunity to attend an
overnight. The Adventurers have a chance to learn about the unique ecosystems
and experience the joys of camping at Mass Audubon’s Camp Wildwood in Rindge,
NH. The Falcons and Ravens are invited to experience a camping trip closer to home
at the Boston Nature Center. Overnights are optional for campers. If a camper does
not wish to attend the overnight, we will arrange for them to join another group for
the day.

Precautions must be taken to guarantee that all campers are safe and accounted for during the overnight
camping trip. The safety of all campers is the top priority for all staff. Assistant Directors accompany all
overnights.

Campers
Staff will provide a list of items campers should and should not pack for the overnight trip. Tents are
provided by the Boston Nature Center. Tents are 3 and 4 people tents and are made of fire retardant and
non-toxic materials.
The list of what to bring for campers includes:
 Sleeping bag
 A set of warm clothing
 Flashlight
 Toiletries including (toothbrush and
paste, comb)
 Rain gear







Sunscreen and hat with visor
Bug Spray
PJs
Set of clean clothes
Water Bottle

Campers are not allowed to bring the following:
 Cell phones
 Electronics
 Jewelry
 Money
 Candy/gum, food of any kind
Staff
In addition to personal camping gear and items such as clothing and toiletries, staff must bring with them
on each overnight the following:
 Snacks for bus trip to and from
 Locked first aid kit and pertinent
Wildwood (enough for all campers and
medications
staff)
 Equipment and gear needed for
 Extra sunscreen and bug repellent
evening activities
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Flashlights
Cell phones (to be kept on in case of
emergency)





Tarps (to set up dry area in case of rain)
Disinfecting wipes
Baby wipes/ Antibacterial liquid

Families are asked to provide lunch and snacks as usual for the first day of all overnights. The rest of the
meals will be provided by camp. Camp Wildwood will provide well balanced meals at the Wildwood dining
hall. The Boston Nature Center overnight will provide Dinner, the next day’s Breakfast, Lunch and snacks
with food purchased from Roche Bros.
All efforts are made to accommodate a child’s dietary needs by providing nutritious meals including
vegetarian and kosher options, as well as peanut free snacks and food. Staff will carry enough water for all
campers and staff for the overnight.
Food for the overnight at BNC may include but is not limited to the following:
 Pizza
 Yogurt
 Veggies and Ranch dressing
 Milk
 Chips and salsa
 S’mores (marshmallows, graham crackers,
chocolate)
 Fresh fruit
 Mac and Cheese
 Cereal/Bagels and cream cheese

In the event that thunder and lightning are in the forecast and are predicted with greater than 85% chance,
the overnight camping trip will be cancelled or held indoors at the Boston Nature Center. Tent camping for
the Boston Nature Center takes place twice a summer at Mass Audubon’s Wildwood Camp in Rindge, NH.
Transportation to the overnight sites is as follows:
Camper, staff and gear are transported via Bus (Eastern Bus Co.) to Mass Audubon’s Wildwood Camp in
Rindge, NH. Campers are picked up from the Boston Nature Center at 9:00 am and picked up on the
following day at 2:00 pm.
In the event of an emergency during the overnight:
The overnight trip takes place at another Mass Audubon sanctuary. Sanctuary staff live on site, including a
Sanctuary Director, Camp Director and a registered adult. In an event of an emergency the Wildwood staff
would be contacted. There will be a First Aid and CPR Certified BNC staff on the trip who will act as first
responders according to their certifications in the event of an emergency. All staff will carry cell phones
and will have a list of emergency phone numbers and directions for the nearest police station, fire station,
and hospital. Staff will also carry emergency contact information, medical history and consent forms for
each camper at all times. Administrative staff will be available by cell phone in the event of an emergency
24 hours during the course of the trip.
At Camp Wildwood, Rindge NH:
Non –life threatening health emergency:
1. A staff ratio of 1:8 will be kept at all times during the overnight.
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2. In the event of a health emergency while on the overnight the staff will immediately contact the
Wildwood camp director and camp nurse. Camp Wildwood has registered nurse on site with a
license valid in New Hampshire as well as several staff certified in Wilderness First Responder.
3. In the event that it is necessary to transport camper off of camp, 1 staff member will accompany
the camper to the hospital, while the others stay with the rest of the campers. The Boston Nature
Center Camp Director will be notified immediately.
4. Staff will contact the camp director via cell phone, and ask them to join them at the medical facility
where camper is being transported to. The Camp Director will notify the campers’ parents/Families
and meet camper, parents and staff at the medical facility where camper is being taken to.
5. The rest of the group will continue with the overnight and be brought up to date on the situation as
information becomes available.
6. Staff remaining with group will gage the importance of keeping the group informed and reassured
and continue overnight activities as planned.
7. Upon return to the BNC, all parents will be notified of incident (making sure privacy and respect for
individual is priority) and told what steps were taken.
8. Staff will be asked to complete injury report and the camp director will report incident with Board
of Health if necessary within 7 days of incident.
Life- threatening health emergency:
1. In the event that a medical emergency is life threatening, staff will immediately communicate to the
Wildwood Camp Director and Camp Nurse. Staff will begin First Aid and CPR measures as needed
and wait for arrival of medical assistance.
2. One staff member will keep group occupied and comforted while 2 other staff deal with the
emergency.
3. Staff will contact the camp director via cell phone immediately, notify of situation and if known,
where camper will be transported too so they can join staff. The Camp Director will notify the
campers’ parents/Families and meet camper, parents and staff at the medical facility where camper
is being taken to.
4. Staff will remain with camper and act as medical representative until parents/Families/emergency
contact arrives to make medical decisions.
5. The rest of the group will continue with the overnight and be brought up to date on the situation as
information becomes available.
6. Staff remaining with group will gage the importance of keeping the group informed and reassured
and continue overnight activities as planned.
7. Upon return to the BNC, all parents will be notified of incident (making sure privacy and respect for
individual is priority) and told what steps were taken.
8. Staff will be asked to complete injury report and the camp director will report incident with Board
of Health if necessary within 7 days of incident.

1. Two to four campers will be assigned to a suitably sized tent by their gender identity.
2. Staff will set up their tents in the middle of each of the section.
3. Staff will not tent, under any circumstances, with a camper.
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In addition to head counts before and after arrival on overnight sight, and periodic count-offs throughout
the evening, staff will institute a “buddy” system while on the overnight. Camper will be asked to keep
track of their buddies throughout the evening.

1. Campers will be encouraged to use the restroom facilities while accompanied by their buddies.
During day time hours, buddies may accompany each other to restroom facilities. Staff shall never
accompany only one camper to the bathroom- a ratio of 2:1 must always be enforced. More than
one staff may accompany a pair of buddies to the restroom facilities.
2. During the evening and night, campers must ask instructors to accompany them to the restroom
facilities. Campers may ask their buddy to come along, or another staff member. Staff shall never
accompany only one camper to the bathroom- a ratio of 2:1 must always be enforced. More than
one staff may accompany a pair of buddies to the restroom facilities.
3. Staff must always accompany camper to restroom facilities after dark. No exceptions!

9:30 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 pm
10:00 pm
10:30 pm
7:00 am
7:30 am
8:30 am
12:30 pm
1:30 pm
2:00 pm
4:30 pm

Pack for Wildwood
Leave BNC
Arrive at Wildwood and have picnic lunch
Set-up tents and Afternoon Activity
Dinner in Dining Hall
Campers will play games/ hike explore the site with staff.
Campfire activities, singing, storytelling and s’mores.
Campfire is put out and everyone prepares for bed
Campers are in their tents
Lights out
Wake-up
Breakfast in Dining Hall
Morning activity
Lunch in Dining Hall
Campers and staff break camp site and pack all belongings.
Leave Wildwood
Back at the Boston Nature Center
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