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Massachusetts Breeding Bird Atlas 2  

Regional Coordinators and Homepage 
 

Fieldwork for the Massachusetts Breeding Bird Atlas 2 (BBA 2) is divided into the 7 regions outlined in 

maroon in the map below. The Coordinators, along with their email addresses, are also listed. Most of our 

communications are electronic, and our homepage has links to all needed materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Shore/ Essex Co.  

Jim Berry jim.berry3@verizon.net 

Berkshire County  

Rene Laubach rlaubach@massaudubon.org 

CT River Valley  

Mary Alice Wilson 

Al & Lois Richardson 

(Hampden Co.) 

mwilson@k12s.phast.umass.edu 

 

alnloisr@aol.com 

Central/ Worcester. Co.  

Mark Lynch moa.lynch@verizon.net 

Greater Boston  

Marj Rines marj@mrines.com 

South Shore  

John Galluzzo jgalluzzo@massaudubon.org 

Cape Cod and Islands 

Mary Keleher 

Blair Nikula 

maryeak@yahoo.com 

odenews@odenews.org 

Regional Coordinators 

Mass BBA 2 Homepage 
 

Mass BBA 2 Homepage 

www.massaudubon.org/birdatlas/bba2/methods/ 

 

Mass BBA 2 Email 

birdatlas@massaudubon.org 

 

Mass BBA 2 Snail Mail 

Mass Audubon 

Breeding Bird Atlas 2 

208 South Great Road 

Lincoln, MA 01773 

 

 

 
 

mailto:mwilson@k12s.phast.umass.edu
http://www.massaudubon.org/birdatlas/bba2/methods/
mailto:birdatlas@massaudubon.org
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Quick Start Directions 
 

This handbook is long, and for many people, time is short. Here is a set of Quick Start directions to streamline 

the process. 

 

 Our email address is birdatlas@massaudubon.org 

 Read this Handbook, and set your BBA 2 homepage to:  

www.massaudubon.org/birdatlas/bba2/methods/  

 Sign up to volunteer at:  

www.massaudubon.org/birdatlas/bba2/how_to_help.php 

 Your Regional Coordinator will contact you, assign you to a block, and give you a data entry Observer 

Code. Get a copy of the Block Map at the same place you data entry site: 

www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bba/index.cfm?fa=explore.ProjectHome&BBA_ID=MA2007 

 Download checklists and breeding codes at the BBA 2 home page. 

 Study the block map and plan a strategy for visiting all habitats in the block in 20 hours. Donôt trespass. 

 Go birding in the block. Keep track of the time of the visits, and record the species found.  

 Stay safe. Follow driving, boating, and biking laws, let people know where you are going, and carry a 

charged cell phone. 

 Enter your data after each field trip. 

 Switch cards from a Primary to a Supporting card after 20 hours of atlasing in a block. 

 Make maps of the location of all State Listed species. 

 After you last field trip and data entry, hit the Finalize button at the end of the data entry checklist so we 

know you are done. 

 Mail checklists and maps to: 

Mass Audubon 

Breeding Bird Atlas 2 

208 South Great Road 

Lincoln, MA 01773 

 

 

 

 

mailto:birdatlas@massaudubon.org
http://www.massaudubon.org/birdatlas/bba2/methods/
http://www.massaudubon.org/birdatlas/bba2/how_to_help.php
http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bba/index.cfm?fa=explore.ProjectHome&BBA_ID=MA2007
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Introduction t o Breeding Bird Atlas 2  
 

In 1979 Massachusettsô birders finished the first statewide North American Breeding Bird Atlas. This large-

scale project was a five-year search for all breeding bird species in the Commonwealth and the results included 

distribution maps and species accounts of all breeding species in the state (www.massaudubon.org/birdatlas). 

 

Atlas 1 followed methods used in the groundbreaking 1968-72 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain and Ireland. 

Soon after the Massachusetts Atlas 1 began, many other states and counties followed suit. Since 1979, first, 

second, and, in one case, third, breeding bird atlas projects have been launched around the world.  Atlases are 

designed to be repeated and to make comparisons between surveys to evaluate changes in breeding bird 

distribution. In April 2007 birders from around Massachusetts began a second Breeding Bird Atlas, BBA 2, to 

gather the information needed to understand the scope and scale of the changes in breeding bird distribution 

around the Commonwealth. 

 

Changes in breeding bird distribution are often the result of land-use changes. Since 1979 there have been 

profound changes in the landscape of Massachusetts. Some of these changes occurred quickly, some slowly, but 

when taken together the changes are substantial. Consider the following statistics from Mass Audubonôs study 

ñLosing Groundò (www.massaudubon.org/advocacy). 

  

 Massachusetts lost 40 acres per day to ñvisibleò development between 1985 and 1999. 

 Twenty-four percent of the stateôs land area was developed as of 1999, compared to 17% in 1971. 

 Between 2000 and 2002 residential and commercial construction continued to consume forest and 

agricultural land. We estimate that an additional 40,000 acres were affected by both visible and 

hidden development during that period 

 Forest loss to development was particularly pronounced on Cape Cod and in southeastern 

Massachusetts. 

 Loss of agricultural land to development was most pronounced through the I-495 corridor and 

Connecticut River valley. 

 

These and other landscape-level changes drive changes in our wildlife communitiesðincluding our breeding 

birds. To understand the relationship between landscape alteration and changes in our breeding bird 

communities we need to measure the range and abundance of our breeding birds, and compare that information 

to historic information. The Breeding Bird Atlas is one of the best tools we have to measure the differences in 

bird distribution over time. 

 

In any year in Massachusetts there are about 200 species of breeding birds, and the range and abundance of each 

of those species has changed since 1979. With decreasing farmland acreage, and old fields reverting to young 

forests, we have seen declines in species that rely on those early successional habitats, such as Brown Thrashers 

and Eastern Towhee. As forests have matured, we have seen mature woodland breeders like Pileated 

Woodpeckers and Cooperôs Hawks increase.  If we are to protect all of the birds in the Commonwealth we need 

current data of bird distribution, and we can gather those data by repeating the Breeding Bird Atlas. 

 

The actions we take after measuring those changes can help us to restore our rich breeding bird communities, 

communities that add significantly to our quality of life. The Atlas is for you, it will be done by you; the Atlas is 

also for the birds, for the future, and for the all the fascinating and interlocking pieces of the puzzle that make 

up the Nature of Massachusetts.  

 

http://www.massaudubon.org/birdatlas
http://www.massaudubon.org/advocacy
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Blueprint for Atlas 2  
 

Atlas methods are well established by of the North American Ornithological Atlas Committee, and need to be 

followed as closely as possible. This will assure compatibility between the data from Atlas 1 and Atlas 2, and 

will make the comparisons between the two Massachusetts projects more meaningful. The goal of Atlas 2 is to 

measure the current distribution of breeding birds in the state, to those data to Atlas 1, and to that information to 

help set conservation priorities. In order to meet those goals we need consistency in the details of the data 

collection. 

 

The steps to successfully completing an atlas are: 

 Develop methods and materials for atlasing breeding birds. 

 Divide the state into small atlas ñblocksò.  

 Assign volunteers to blocks and distribute materials. 

 Manage volunteer field surveys and data entry. 

 Compile, proof and edit data each year. 

 Analyze differences between Atlas 1 and Atlas 2 data. 

 Report changes in bird distribution. 

 Inform managers of current status and trends of Massachusettsô breeding birds, including all common, 

rare, Threatened and Endangered Species. 

 

While each of these steps has multiple stages, ultimately the projectôs success depends on sound design and the 

reliability and accuracy of the field volunteers. The purpose of this manual is to assist the volunteers in 

understanding the logic behind the project design, the field and data entry methods, and to provide some 

strategies for successfully completing Atlas 2 blocks. Please read the entire handbook prior to signing up for a 

block, and donôt hesitate to contact us if you have questions. 

 

Blocks 
Atlas 2 will use volunteers to map the distribution of all the species that breed in the state between 2007 and 

2011. The state will be divided into 1056, 10 mi
2 
blocks (Figure 1), and volunteers will be assigned to survey 

each block for a minimum of 20 hours. All breeding birds encountered during the survey are scored as Possible, 

Probable or Confirmed breeders. During the initial 20-hour surveys the goal is to maximize the number of 

Possible or Probable breeding species. Surveys beyond the initial 20 hours are used to increase confidence that 

species are breeding in a block, or to add new species to the block list. 

 

What Is A Block? 
Atlas blocks in Massachusetts were created by dividing USGS 7 ½ minute quadrangle maps (often called 

ñtopoò maps) into 6, 10 mi
2
, blocks, and giving each block a unique name (Figure 2).  

 

Since Atlas 1 many of the topo maps have been revised. Many are now wider, east-to-west, than the original 

maps. On those new maps the topo is broken into 12, 10 mi
2
, blocks. In most areas of the state the new map 

revisions did not cause any changes to the block borders ï but block names have changed. 

  

Atlas 2 also added approximately 80 ñborderò blocks that were not surveyed in Atlas 1. Most of these blocks 

have land that falls outside of the state, and during Atlas 2 only Massachusetts land will be surveyed in those 

ñborder blocksò. The remapping of the Gloucester and Rockport regions caused another difference between 

Atlas 1 and Atlas 2 blocks. Since Atlas 1 these topo maps were completely reconfigured, creating entirely new 

block boundaries in those areas. 
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Naming a Block 
Blocks are named by using the name of the most recent parent topo map, followed by a numeric designation for 

their position on the topo (Figure 2). Atlas 1 was completed in 1979, and since then the USGS has changed 

many of these topo maps to 7 ½ X 15 minute maps. This means that two of the original topos were joined, 

always west-to-east, to produce a ñdouble-wideò map. One consequence of creating the new double-wide topos 

is that the names of the many parent topos have changed, which necessitates a change in the name of the block. 

This gave most blocks different names from Atlas 1, but in all but a few cases (Rockport and Gloucester topos 

outstanding) the borders of the blocks are the same longitude and latitude as Atlas 1.  

 

Blocks also have a numeric code which is used to ñcrosswalkò the block data between Atlas 1 and Atlas 2. With 

the exception of new border blocks, or the Rockport/Gloucester remapping, blocks have the same numeric code 

for both Atlas 1 and Atlas 2.

Figure 1: Shaded relief map of Massachusetts with 

the state border in black, county borders in red, and 

Breeding Bird Atlas 2 blocks outlined in grey. Only 

land within the boundaries of Massachusetts will be 

surveyed.  


