
Visit eagle hot spots    	  9:00–4:00
Naturalists will show you Bald Eagles from sites along the Merrimack River.  
See Map for locations. All ages welcome.

Go on an eagle tour   	 9:00–2:00
Tours start every half hour and take 1.5 hours to complete. All Eagle Tours  
depart promptly from the Newburyport Chamber of Commerce. Advance 
registration required. Recommended for adults and children age 6 and over.

See a raptor show 	 10:00–11:00 & 1:30–2:30
Tom Ricardi of the Massachusetts Bird of Prey Rehabilitation Facility  
presents two educational programs for all ages at Newburyport City Hall 
featuring raptors great and small. First come, first served. 

Pose for a photo with a raptor      11:15–11:45
 & 12:30–1:00

Hunt’s Photo & Video will take your photo with a raptor for a $10 Eagle Festival 
donation. Newburyport City Hall. Limited availability. First come, first served.

Have fun with your family	  9:00–4:00

At the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters:  Make an 
eagle button or dissect an owl pellet!  Special features: owls from Mass 
Audubon’s Drumlin Farm, from 11:00 to 3:00; also, Henry Lappen uses masks, 
comedy, and audience participation to present “A Passion for Birds,” 12:00 to 
1:00. First come, first served.

At Mass Audubon’s Joppa Flats Education Center:  Make an eagle nest 
and play nature games!  Special feature: hawks from Mass Audubon’s Drumlin 
Farm, from 11:00 to 3:00. 

Find Eagle Festival Information	  8:30–4:00
Eagle Festival information will be available at all festival headquarter sites:

Mass Audubon’s Joppa Flats Education Center
1 Plum Island Turnpike, Newburyport	 978-462-9998

Parker River National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters
6 Plum Island Turnpike, Newburyport	 978-465-5753

Newburyport City Hall
60 Pleasant Street, Newburyport

The Newburyport Chamber of Commerce
38R Merrimac Street, Newburyport 	 978-462-6680

What to do at the Eagle Festival

Some hints while looking for eagles:
Bald Eagles are most likely to be found around open fresh water. Only 
adults have the distinctive white heads, but immatures have the same 
impressive size and wingspan of up to eight feet. Look for Bald Eagles 
soaring in the sky or perched in tall trees overlooking open water.  
Please be respectful of private property and parking regulations.

Additional sites: While you’re in the area, you may want to see other exciting winter wildlife.

• at Salisbury Beach State Reservation:  in Salisbury, follow Route 1A north to the state reservation and look for 
Short-eared Owls, Rough-legged Hawks, loons, seaducks, and maybe even a Snowy Owl.

• at the north end of Plum Island:  if it’s mid- or low-tide, continue east beyond the Joppa Flats Education Center 
to Plum Island. Follow the road as it goes left on Northern Boulevard and go to the end to see seals on the rocks in 
the Merrimack River between Plum Island and the Salisbury Beach State Reservation.

Additional winter bird programs 
Call Mass Audubon’s Joppa Flats at  
978-462-9998 for information or to register. 

Wednesday Morning Birding 
Wednesdays, 9:30 – 12:30. For adults.  
Preregistration not required. 

Saturday Morning Birding 
Saturdays, 9:30–11:30. For adults and children age 
8 and up. Preregistration not required.

 
Take a Walk on the Wild Side: Bald Eagles
Sunday, February 20, 10:00-12:30.  
For families with children ages 7 and up. 
Preregistration required.

 
Family Flyby: Eagles and Owls
Saturday, February 26, 10:00-2:00.  
For families with children ages 2 to 12. 
Preregistration not required. 

Bald Eagles of the Merrimack River
Sunday, February 27, 10:00 – 1:00.  
For adults. Preregistration required.

For additional wildlife programs at 
Parker River and Joppa Flats, go to 

www.fws.gov/northeast/parkerriver/
or
www.massaudubon.org/joppaflats
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Mass Audubon’s Joppa 
Flats Education Center, 
located at One Plum Island 
Turnpike, is a natural 

history education center that is open to the public Tuesday 
through Sunday and Monday holidays, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Call 
978-462-9998 for additional information, or visit the website at 
www.massaudubon.org/joppaflats.

Operated by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the Parker River National Wildlife 
Refuge encompasses over two-thirds of 
Plum Island and consists of 4,662 acres of 
critical coastal habitats, including dunes, 
maritime forest, and salt marsh. The 
Refuge Visitor Center and Headquarters, at 

Six Plum Island Turnpike in Newburyport, is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Exhibits are open 11:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Call 978-465-5753 for more information, or visit the 
website at www.fws.gov/northeast/parkerriver.

Merrimack River Eagle Festival Founding Sponsors:

The Daily News of Newburyport     
newburyportnews.com	

The Newburyport Five Cents  
Savings Bank     
newburyportbank.com

Additional Funding by:

Hunt’s Photo & Video    	   
huntsphotoandvideo.com	

Merrimack River Eagle Festival Cooperating Partner:

Greater Newburyport  
Chamber of Commerce     
newburyportchamber.org

  

Merrimack River Eagle Festival Contributing Friends:
Eastern Mass Hawk Watch    massbird.org/emhw 

Lowell’s Boat Shop    www.lowellsboatshop.com

Merrimack River Watershed Council    www.merrimack.org

Mersen    www.ferrazshawmut.com

Newburyport Boat Basin    newburyportboatbasin.com

Newburyport Chamber Music Festival     
            www.newburyportchambermusic.org

Newburyport Cultural Council   www.mass-culture.org/Newburyport

Nigro, Pettepit & Lucas, LLP   www.npl-law.com

Yankee Landing Marina    yankeelandingmarina.com

•  P h o t o g r a p h y :  J i m  F e n t o n      •  M a p :  B i l l  H a r m a n      •  b r o c h u r e  D e s i g n :  E l e a n o r  B r a d s h a w

The Clark Currier Inn
45 Green Street, Newburyport

www.clarkcurrierinn.com

978-465-8363

Essex Street Inn
7 Essex Street, Newburyport

www.essexstreetinn.com

978-465-3148

The Grog Restaurant
13 Middle Street, Newburyport

www.thegrog.com

978-465-8008

Where to EAT/STAY/SHOP:
Michael’s Harborside
1 Tournament Wharf, Newburyport

www.michaelsharborside.com

978-462-7785

The Nature Shop at Joppa Flats
1 Plum Island Turnpike, Newburyport

www.birdwatcherssupplyandgift.com 

Oregano Pizzeria and Ristorante
16 Pleasant Street, Newburyport

www.oreganopizzaria.com

978-462-5013

Saturday, February 12, 2011	 www.massaudubon.org/eaglefestival
Presented by Mass Audubon’s Joppa Flats Education Center and the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge

The Merrimack River Eagle Festival
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Eagle Festival Map




