
EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS 

 
For Schools 

Blue Hills Trailside Museum 
1904 Canton Avenue 

Milton, MA 02186 
 

Tel: 617-333-0690 
Fax: 617-333-0814 

Email: bluehills@massaudubon.org 
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The museum provides a convenient introduction  
to your Blue Hills exploration. We are open 
Wednesdays-Sundays and most Monday  
holidays from 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
 
Directions: 
Take Route 128/93 to exit 2B Milton.   
Follow 138 North for ½ mile.  You will see our large 
parking lot on the right.  For more information call 
617-333-0690. 
 

The Massachusetts Audubon Society 
is the largest conservation  
organization in New England,  

concentrating its efforts on protecting the nature of  
Massachusetts for people and wildlife.  Mass Audubon protects 
more than 30,000 acres of conservation land, conducts  
educational programs for 250,000 children and adults annually, 
and advocates for sound environmental policies at the local, 
state, and federal levels.  Established in 1896 and supported by 
68,000 member households, Mass Audubon maintains 42  
wildlife sanctuaries that are open to the public and serve as the 
base for its conservation, education, and advocacy work across 
the state.  For more information or to become a member, call 
800-AUDUBON (283-8266) or visit www.massaudubon.org. 

            The Blue Hills Reservation is the largest open space 
            within 35 miles of Boston, encompassing over 7000 
acres. The DCR manages this property for the public to enjoy 
hiking, biking, horseback riding, boating and more. For more 
information, please contact the DCR at 617-698-1802 

We cover topics from both the Life Sciences 
and Earth Space Sciences frameworks:  
Grades K-2 
• Inquiry 
• Properties and changes of Earth’s materials 
• Characteristics and diversity of organisms 
• Way living organisms survive 
• Fossils 
• Habitats 
Grades 3-5  
• Inquiry 
• Characteristics and classification of organisms 
• Life cycles 
• Organisms and environments 
• Rocks, minerals and soil 
• Adaptation 
• Food chain 
Grades 6-8 
• Inquiry 
• Organisms and environments 
• Ecosystems and organisms and their evolution 
• How earth’s surface changes over time 
• Classification 
• Food Web 



Trailside  Programs 

Outdoor Discovery Programs  
Grades 2 and up 

The following programs last 1-1/2 hours  
and feature an indoor introduction  

followed by outdoor exploration  
Program Fee:  $10/student  

 
Maple Sugaring (mid-Feb thru March) 
             Children will learn the process of turning 
            sap to sugar, see a real evaporator and 
            sample a traditional maple syrup snack. 
This program will meet at Brookwood Farm  on 
Hillside Street, ½ mile from the museum. 
 
Pond Exploration (April-Oct) 
             Focusing on pond life, probe for pond  
            critters and discover their connection to 
            the life cycle. Learn how to classify these  
organisms and identify their adaptations. 

 

Little Adventures    
Grades Pre-K through 2 

The following programs last a 1/2 hour  
and feature one animal presentation. 
Group size is limited to 20 children 

Program Fee: $50 
 
Pets & Wildlife  
                This program focuses on the  
                differences between what is wild and 
                what is not, looking at the diversity of 
animals, what  kind of habitat they live in and 
what they need to survive. Children will meet a 
real wild animal and discuss why it can no 
longer live in its wild home. 
 
Nature Tales  
           Learn a memorable nature lesson     
           through a story and the presentation of  
           a live animal. 

 
Five Senses 
       Find out how animals use their 
senses  
       to survive in the wild. Children 
will  
       meet a live animal and compare 
their senses to ours. 

 
Programs at your School 

Any of the Indoor presentations can be done 
off-site, see pricing below: 
 
Within 25 miles of the museum: 
$150 first hour; $100 each additional hour 
 
More than 25 miles away: 
$200 first hour; $150 each additional hour 
 
Important Fee Information 

Payment in full is due within 30 days of booking. 
No refunds will be given for cancellations made 
less than one week prior to the program date.  
We will refund any fees if we are required to  
cancel a program.  Fees and other information 
provided here are subject to change. Our  
programs will be held rain or shine. 

Indoor Presentations  
Grades 2 and Up 

The following programs last 1 hour  
and feature two animals 

Group size is limited to 40 children 
Program Fee: $100 

 
Adaptations 
             This program describes the    
             characteristics and survival techniques 
             that relate and classify all species to 
their environment, ecosystem and place them 
within the food chain. 
 
Owls, Birds of Prey or Nocturnal Animals  
             Discover these fascinating creatures  
             and learn what makes them unique  
             hunters and how they fit into the New  
             England ecosystem. 
 
Reptiles & Amphibians 
             This program will help children learn 
             more about this often misunderstood 
group of animals and how they are important to  
our environment. 
 
Endangered Species 
             What does “endangered” mean?  
             What causes it? Which species are  
             affected? Learn how you can help. 
 
New England Wildlife 
             Become better acquainted with  
             the wildlife found in your own  
neighborhoods! Learn how habitat change  
has affected these animals. 
 
The Massachuseuk Way * 
             View a slide show and participate in  
             activities that demonstrate how the  
             local Native Americans historically  
made use of their resources.   
*No animal presentation, unless requested. 

The Blue Hills Trailside Museum is a small 
natural history museum situated at the base of 
Great Blue Hill, owned by the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and  
managed by Mass Audubon. 
 
All programs at our site include FREE admission 
to Trailside Museum. 
 
We are committed to working with teachers, 
schools and within Massachusetts frameworks 
to create an enjoyable program appropriate for 
school-age children. Programs can focus on Life 
Sciences or Earth Space Science frameworks. 
Please inquire about working with one of our 
Teacher/Naturalists to implement multiple  
programs into your curriculum. If none of those 
offered meet your needs, one of our naturalists 
will work with you to design a program. 
 
Our programs are designed to teach 
environmental awareness in a fun, interactive  
and educational way.  In order to maintain a  
high-quality experience, group size is limited.  



EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS

For Scout and  
Community Groups

Blue Hills Trailside Museum 
1904 Canton Avenue 

Milton, MA 02186 

Tel: 617-333-0690 
Fax: 617-333-0814 

Email: bluehills@massaudubon.org
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The Blue Hills Trailside Museum is a 
small natural history museum situated at 
the base of Great Blue Hill, owned by the 
Department of Conservation and  
Recreation (DCR) and managed by
Mass Audubon. 

We feature educational programs,  
exhibits that focus on the local natural  
history and displays of our native,  
non-releasable animals. 

The museum provides a convenient  
introduction to your Blue Hills exploration. 
We are open Wednesdays-Sundays and 
most Monday holidays from 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. 

Directions: 
Take Route 128/93 to exit 2B Milton.   
Follow 138 North for ½ mile.  You will see 
our large parking lot on the right.  For more
information call 617-333-0690.

The Massachusetts Audubon Society 
is the largest conservation  
organization in New England,  

concentrating its efforts on protecting the nature of  
Massachusetts for people and wildlife.  Mass Audubon protects 
more than 30,000 acres of conservation land, conducts  
educational programs for 250,000 children and adults annually, 
and advocates for sound environmental policies at the local, 
state, and federal levels.  Established in 1896 and supported by 
68,000 member households, Mass Audubon maintains 42  
wildlife sanctuaries that are open to the public and serve as the 
base for its conservation, education, and advocacy work across 
the state.  For more information or to become a member, call 
800-AUDUBON (283-8266) or visit www.massaudubon.org. 

            The Blue Hills Reservation is the largest open space 
            within 35 miles of Boston, encompassing over 7000 
acres. The DCR manages this property for the public to enjoy 
hiking, biking, horseback riding, boating and more. For more 
information, please contact the DCR at 617-698-1802 



The Blue Hills Trailside Museum is a small 
natural history museum situated at the base of 
Great Blue Hill, owned by the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and  
managed by Mass Audubon.

All programs at our site include FREE admission 
to Trailside Museum. 

If none of these programs meet your needs, one 
of our naturalists will work with you to design a 
program to fit your needs.

Attention Scout Groups! 
Please inquire about badge workshops and  
overnights at Chickatawbut Hill Education Center 

Tr a i l s i d e   P r o g r a m s 

Programs at your site
Any of the Indoor presentations can be done 
off-site, see pricing below. 

Within 25 miles of the museum: 
$150 first hour; $100 each additional hour 

More than 25 miles away: 
$200 first hour; $150 each additional hour 

To schedule any of these programs, please 
call 617-333-0690 x 227. 

Important Fee Information
Payment in full is due within 30 days of booking. 
No refunds will be given for cancellations made 
less than one week prior to the program date.  
We will refund any fees if we are required to  
cancel a program.   

Fees and other information provided here are 
subject to change.  Our programs will be held  
rain or shine. 

Our programs are designed to teach 
environmental awareness in a fun, interactive  
and educational way.  In order to maintain a  
high-quality experience, group size is limited. 

Outdoor Discovery Programs 
Ages 7 and up 

The following programs last 1-1/2 hours  
and feature an indoor introduction  

followed by outdoor exploration  
Program Fee:  $10/participant 

Maple Sugaring (mid-Feb thru March) 
            Children will learn the process of turning 
           sap to sugar, see a real evaporator and 
           sample a traditional maple syrup snack. 
This program will meet at Brookwood Farm  on 
Hillside Street, ½ mile from the museum.

Pond Exploration (April-Oct)
            Focusing on pond life, probe for pond  
           critters and discover their connection to 
           the life cycle. Learn how to classify these  
organisms and identify their adaptations. 

Orienteering (April-Oct) 
           Learn how to use the compass to find 
           cardinal and intermediate directions and 
           how to use your own pace to tell how far 
you have traveled.  Practice your skill on a small 
orienteering course and then go out on a larger 
course laid out throughout Chickatawbut Hill.  

Indoor Presentations 
Ages 7 and up 

The following programs last 1 hour  
and feature two animals

Group size is limited to 40 participants 
Program Fee: $100

Adaptations
           This program describes the     
           characteristics and survival techniques 
           that relate and classify all species to their 
environment, ecosystem and place them within 
the food chain. 

Owls, Birds of Prey or Nocturnal Animals  
           Discover these fascinating creatures  
           and learn what makes them unique   
           hunters and how they fit into the New  
           England ecosystem. 

Reptiles & Amphibians
             This program will help children learn 
             more about this often misunderstood 
group of animals and how they are important to  
our environment. 

Endangered Species 
           What does �endangered� mean?  
           What causes it? Which species are  
           affected? Learn how you can help. 

New England Wildlife
           Become better acquainted with  
           the wildlife found in your own  
neighborhoods! Learn how habitat change  
has affected these animals. 

The Massachuseuk Way * 
View a slide show and participate in activities 
that demonstrate how the local Native  
Americans historically made use of  
their resources.   
          *No animal presentation, unless requested.

Little Adventures   
Ages 4-6 

The following programs last a 1/2 hour  
and feature one animal presentation. 
Group size is limited to 20 children

Program Fee: $50 
Pets & Wildlife 

This program focuses on the  
differences between what is wild and 
what is not, looking at the diversity of 

animals, what  kind of habitat they live in and 
what they need to survive. Children will meet a 
real wild animal and discuss why it can no 
longer live in its wild home. 

Nature Tales  
Learn a memorable nature lesson 
through a story and the presentation of  
a live animal.


