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BIRDING &  WILDLIFE IN KENYA  
 This itinerary captures the essence of the 

classic East African safari, encompassing the cool 

green highlands around Mt. Kenya, the spare beauty 

of the arid Samburu country, the incomparable 

vastness of the Serengeti grasslands and (in a 6 day 

extension) the majestic crater highlands of Tanzania.  

 These are the places that rise in your 

imagination when you think of Africa and its wildlife. 

The variety of habitats they encompass give us the 

opportunity to observe all of the ñessentialò African 

mammals: Lion, African Elephant, Black Rhinoceros, 

Cape Buffalo, Giraffes, Zebras, Hippopotamus, 

Spotted Hyena, a stunning variety of antelopes - from 

the graceful little Thompsonôs Gazelle to the 

imposing Eland ï and, (with a little luck) Leopard. This neglects to mention a great many other fascinating 

beasts that we are likely to encounter, so that our mammal list is quite likely to top 50 species. We have timed 

our visit to coincide with the great migrations of the Wildebeest and other plains herbivores and the predators 

and scavengers that follow their legions, which lends extra drama to our daily explorations and discoveries. 

As exciting as its story book mammals is East Africaôs astonishingly diverse and spectacular birdlife. 

Nowhere else on the planet can you see so many bizarre and brilliantly plumaged birds so easily and so well. 

Storks, flamingoes, bustards, hornbills and a thrilling variety of raptors seem ever-present, their grandeur 

counterpoised beside the jewel-like beauty of  bee-eaters, rollers, sunbirds ïand even starlings (your perspective 

may change on this sometimes denigrated family of birds).  

Gaining an understanding of the people of East Africa, their 

history and ancient cultures will complete our rich assemblage of 

impressions of the mother continent. 

One of the most important factors we considered in designing 

this adventure was its pace. While we will certainly gather no moss, we 

have deliberately allotted ample time in relatively few places in order to 

get a better feel for each and allow a more leisurely rhythm to our days. 

We will stay in comfortable lodges and tent camps chosen for their 

locations in the special places we have chosen to visit, for their high 

standards of service and amenities and for their dedication to sustainable 

eco-travel and commitment to the local community.  

Finally, as with all Mass Audubon tours, you will be 

accompanied by knowledgeable and experienced guides from Kenya 

and Tanzania and the U.S. All have long and deep experience in interpreting African natural history, 

comprehensive interests (plants, reptiles and butterflies will be considered as well as birds and mammals),     

superb field identification skills (no ï well, few-Cisticolas will go un-named), extensive knowledge of animal 

behavior and an obvious enthusiasm for their profession. (You will find more detailed guide profiles at the end of 

the detailed itinerary that follows).    



 

 

 

 

ITINERARY  
 

DAY 1~SATURADY ~OCTOBER 30 

BOSTON / EN ROUTE 

Your journey begins as you board your British Airways overnight flight to London. (Meals Aloft) 
 

DAY 2~SUNDAY~OCTOBER 31 

LONDON/NAIROBI  

The morning finds you in London where you connect with 

your flight to East Africa.  This evening, your jet will land 

at Kenyatta International Airport in Nairobi.  Upon arrival 

you will be welcomed by your Classic Escapes expert 

naturalist and driver/guides and escorted to your 

comfortable hotel.  After check-in you have a chance for a 

good nightôs rest  quite possibly listening to the beautiful 

songs of Rüppellôs Robin-chat and  Hadada Ibis calling 

out its name as you drift off to sleep. 

 

Located about 20 minutes from downtown Nairobi, this is 

a 62-acre complex featuring 204 spacious rooms, each 

with individual balconies overlooking the gardens, rich 

with exotic African trees, plants and birds. 
Overnight at the NAIROBI SAFARI PARK HOTEL. (Meals Aloft) 
 

DAY 3~MONDAY~NOVEM BER 1 

NAIROBI  

A fairly leisurely day to recuperate from exhausting travel but at the same 

time filled with the excitement of seeing your first African birds and 

mammals ï a little like being on a different planet. In the morning we will 

explore the lush grounds of our hotel and become acquainted with 

common yet striking bird species such as Yellow-billed Kite, Common 

Fiscal (shrike), Little Bee-eater, Bronze Sunbird, Superb Starling, Pied 

Wagtail, Spectacled Weaver and many others.  In the afternoon, we will 

visit Nairobi National Park, just 15 minutes from the center of the city, 

where we may find our first lion, giraffe, and zebra, and other mammals 

and some truly iconic African birds such as Ostrich, Marabou Stork, 

Sacred Ibis, Hamerkop, Bataleur (eagle), Secretary Bird, Lilac-breasted 

Roller, and a bewildering variety of new songbirds. We will return to the 

hotel at a reasonable hour for a fine dinner, review all weôve seen on this 

first day and listen for the calls of nightjars as night falls.  

Overnight at the NAIROBI SAFARI PARK HOTEL. (B) 

 



 

 

 

DAYS 4/5~TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY~NOVEMBER 2/3 

NAIROBI  TO MT. KENYA NATIONAL PARK  

This morning we will set off into the heart of East Africa to discover its people and its wildlife.  We will drive 

through rich farm land and onto the verdant slopes of Mt. Kenya, birding as we go.  Set in dense rain forest at 

7,200 feet Mountain Lodge where we will stay for the next two nights is regarded by many as having the most 

consistently high record of animal ñvisitsò and 

sightings in the area.  The rooms are rustic but very 

clean and comfortable with en-suite bathrooms and 

spacious verandahs. The main areas of the lodge 

overlook a water hole frequented by a myriad of 

wildlife. A specially-constructed hide affords 

close-up views of the wildlife at the waterhole and 

is connected to the lodge by a short tunnel.  

 

As we relax this afternoon and evening, we will 

watch for Elephant, Black Rhino, Cape Buffalo, 

Bushbuck, Giant Forest Hog, Sykeôs Monkey, and 

(with luck)  Leopard and Bongo. Highland birding is 

also excellent here and we will scan the surrounding landscape for species such as: Crowned Eagle, Red-fronted 

Parrot, Crowned and Silvery-cheeked Hornbills, Hartlaubôs Turaco, Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater, Narina Trogon, 

African Paradise Flycatcher,, Baglafecht Weaver, Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu, and several species of brilliant 

sunbirds. After dark weôll continue to watch the waterhole.  

 

On our second day here, weôll enjoy a special drive to the moorlands of Mount Kenya, with 4-wheel drive 

exploring the lush forest and hiking up into the high heathlands with views of snow capped peak of Mt. Kenya 

(weather permitting). At 17,057 feet, Mt. Kenya is the second highest mountain in Africa (Kilimanjaro is #1) with 

humid forest on its lower slopes and an otherworldly heathland landscape above the treeline studded with giant 

heaths, lobelias and groundsels. The 

forest has many bird species including 

trogons, hornbills, White-headed 

Woodhoopoe, etc. and the moorlands 

hold several ñspecialsò such as 

Moorland Chat, Moorland Francolin 

and Red-tufted and Golden-winged 

Sunbirds. There are also Black-and-

White Colobus and Sykes Monkeys 

and other mammals. Some hiking is 

required to get to the heath lands, 

which we would do in the afternoon 

following a picnic lunch. 

Overnight at the SERENA 

MOUNTAIN LODGE. (B, L, D) 

 



 

 

 

DAYS6/7/8~THURSDAY/FRIDAY /SATURDAY ~NOVEMBER 4/5/6 

SAMBURU RESERVE 

After early morning birding and breakfast at 

Mountain Lodge weôll drive Northeast out of the 

cool, moist mountains into the dry thorn veld and 

semi desert characteristic of Kenyaôs northern 

frontier region. Depending on departure schedule we 

will arrive at the Reserve for lunch or have a picnic 

en route. A late afternoon game drive will introduce 

us to the unique natural history of the area. 

Accommodations will be at the comfortable 

Samburu Intrepids tented camp.  At first glance, 

your camp appears to be a fantasy tree house, set on 

stilts with a vaulted thatch roof and big wooden 

terrace. However all tents are fully equipped with en 

suite bathrooms with showers, running hot and cold 

water and electricity. We will have two game drives each day, plus options for walking safaris outside the reserve, 

and lectures by the resident naturalist.  

 

Samburu encompasses highly distinctive and beautiful arid habitats at the 

southern edge of the great deserts of Somalia and Ethiopia to the North that we 

will not see elsewhere on the trip. Weôll spend two full days exploring the 

reserve amidst dramatic landscapes with excellent viewing conditions and lots of 

characteristic dry country wildlife such as Reticulated Giraffe, Beisa Oryx, 

Grevy's Zebra, and Gerenuk, as well as bird specialties such as Vulturine 

Guineafowl, Pygmy Falcon, Golden-breasted Starling, plus sandgrouse, coursers, 

bustards and many other birds. Also hippos and Nile crocs in the river and a good 

chance for cats. We are also frequently in the company of the extraordinarily 

handsome Samburu herders with their bright robes and beadwork.  

Overnights at SAMBURU INTREPIDS TENTED CAMP. (B, L, D Daily) 

 

DAYS 9~SUNDAY~NOVEMBER 7 

SAMBURU TO LAKE NAKURU VIA THOMPSONôS FALLS . 

This will be a long travel day with an early departure as we head west to the Rift 

Valley. We will stop as birding demands and for a picnic lunch at Thompsonôs 

Falls where we will look for the very local Slender-billed Starling. We plan to 

arrive by mid afternoon at Lake Nakuru, perhaps the most famous of Africaôs 

great, shallow soda lakes, home to hundreds of thousands of Greater and Lesser Flamingoes and a great many 

other waterbird species. The lakeside forest makes for rewarding land birding and there are also some interesting 

mammal species. We hope to do a late afternoon game drive before retiring to our comfortable lodge with 

spectacular views of the lake. 



 

 

 

Built in a natural dais, overlooking one of 

the world's greatest ornithological 

spectacles, the Sarova Lion Hill Lodge is 

situated within the heart of Kenyaôs Rift 

Valley, nestled on the banks of Lake 

Nakuru and surrounded by natural flora and 

fauna in its beautiful grounds. Each of the 

64 rustic chalets has a private secluded 

verandah and en suite bathroom.   

Overnight at the SAROVA LION HILL 

LODGE.   (B, L, D) 
 

DAY10~MONDAY~NOVEMBER 8 

LAKE NAKURU NATIONAL PARK  

We will spend a full day exploring Nakuru National Park. 

The lake is a birderôs paradise, and in addition to the 

flamingos, we are we are likely to get excellent views of 

iconic species such as African Fish Eagle, African 

Spoonbill, Yellow-billed Stork, Great White and Pink-

backed Pelicans, Blacksmith Plover, Pied Avocet and 

many other waterbirds. The nearby Euphorbia woodlands, 

cliffs and other distinctive habitats also hold many bird 

specialties, such as White-fronted Bee-eater and Mocking 

Cliff Chat, and of course we will not neglect the parkôs 

mammal specialties. Nakuru offers an excellent chance to 

see the endangered Black Rhinoceros as well as Leopard, 

Bohor Reedbuck and Rothschildôs Giraffe Overnight at the SAROVA 

LION HILL LODGE.   (B, L, D Daily) 
 

DAY 11~TUESDAY~NOVEMBER 9 

LAKE NAKURU TO MAASAI MARA 

Our ultimate destination today is the Maasai Mara Game Reserve, the 

northern part of the Serengeti and one of Kenya's most rewarding game-

viewing areas. But en route this morning weôll pause at Hellôs Gate 

National Park to take in the spectacular geological formations and look for 

some of the rock loving wildlife specialties of the park. These include the 

nimble and winsome little antelope called Klipspringer (ñrock jumperò in 

Afrikaans), Rock Hyrax and a chance for many other mammal species, 

including the possibility of cats. Bird-wise weôll focus on some special 

raptors such as the immense, bone-loving Lammergeier, the graceful black 

Verreauxôs Eagle, plus Long-crested Eagle, Augur Buzzard, Peregrine 

Falcon and others. After lunch weôll continue our journey toward the 700 

square miles Maasai Mara Reserve, the magnificent savanna wilderness 



 

 

 

that we will explore during the next few days.  We will spend our three nights in the Mara at the Mara Serena 

Lodge, an environmental award-winning design based on traditional Maasai architecture, with spectacular 

panoramic views. Set high on a ridge, the Serena overlooks the plains and two water holes where wildlife 

gathers to drink.  The architecture is designed to reflect local cultures; the colors are earthy, the furnishings and 

art reflect local materials and the natural style of the nomadic Maasai.  

Overnight at the MARA SERENA LODGE. (B, L, D Daily) 
 

DAYS 12/13~WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY~NOVEMBER 10/11 

MAASAI MARA  

The Mara, the northern reaches of the 

Serengeti grassland, is more than a great 

wildlife reserve; it is one of the planetôs 

unique landscapes and habitats. No 

written description can do justice to its 

vast expanses of rolling, acacia-dotted 

grasslands populated by one of the largest 

concentrations of large wild mammals on 

earth.  We can expect to see herds of 

Wildebeest, Hartebeest, Topi, Thomsonôs 

and Grantôs Gazelles, Impala, Cape Buffalo, Elephant, Giraffe, and Burchellôs Zebras. Encounters with 

predators including Lion and Cheetah as well as Spotted Hyena and jackals are frequent as are sightings of such 

emblematic African birds as Bataleur, Secretary Bird, Lilac-breasted Roller, Kori Bustard as well as numerous 

barbets, shrikes and weavers in the acacia copses and riverine forests. While it is possible to see most of the 

common game species in a single morning, the best way to experience Serengeti is to take the time to observe 

the animalsô behavior in varying locations, situations and light conditions. The ñendless plainsò are also the 

home of the tall, sophisticated Maasai people whose lives are intricately bound to the landscape and its wildlife. 

Overnights at the MARA SERENA LODGE. (B, L, D Daily) 
 

DAY 14~FRIDAY ~NOVEMBER 12 

MAASAI MARA TO NAIROBI  

This morning offers a last chance to photograph that awesome 

sunrise before flying back to Nairobi. A day room will be supplied 

for you at the STANLEY HOTEL. This afternoon, you may opt to 

shop in town, or at the African marketplace, or bask in the sun at 

the lovely pool of your hotel.  
 

Tonight you are transferred back to the airport for your flight to 

London. As your journey comes to a close, you say a fond farewell 

to your driver/guides and naturalist and promise to come back in the not too distant future.  (B, D, Meals Aloft) 
 

DAY 15~SATURDAY~NOVEMBER 13 

RETURN HOME ~BOSTON 

Land in London this morning where you connect with your flights home, bringing with you the memories of all the 

wonderful sights of East Africa. (Meals Aloft) 



 

 

 

OPTIONAL POST-EXTENSION TO THE CRATER HIGHLANDS OF TANZANIA . 

A minimum of 6 passengers is required for this extension 
 

Anyone who has witnessed the unique 

spectacle of the great herds moving 

across the east African plains for the 

first time is always very reluctant to 

head back to Nairobi and 

ñcivilization.ò So we are offering this 

extension to Serengeti National Park 

where the maximum number of 

animals should be concentrated at this 

time and to yet another uniquely 

beautiful landscape and wildlife 

destination, the Ngorongoro Crater 

and surrounding highlands. Our 

itinerary will also take in Olduvai 

Gorge, perhaps the worldôs most 

renowned anthropological ñdigs.ò    

 

DAY 14~FRIDAY ~NOVEMBER 12 

MAASAI MARA TO  LAKE VICTORIA , TANZANIA  

We will move south from the Mara today heading across the Tanzanian border and continuing our exploration 

to Lake Victoria, the source of the Nile River and the second largest fresh-water lake in the world.  Native wildlife 

consists of monitor lizards, over 100 species of birds, and spotted necked otters that  sometimes play along the 

water's edge. Picturesque fishing dhows can be viewed on the lake, and we  may visit some  traditional fishing 

villages. 

 

Speke Bay Lodge is located on the south-eastern shore of 

Lake Victoria, part of Speke Gulf, named after the famous 

explorer John Hanning Speke, who, in 1858, discovered 

Lake Victoria to be the source of the Nile. Embraced by 

savannah, the Lodge looks like a small village, stretched out 

along the shores of the lake. The main buildings and 

accommodation are round in form, painted white and 

thatched with a grass roof in the traditional style of the local 

tribe, the Sukuma.   We will bird the lake shore and  the 

Lodge's  adjoining 250 acres of savannah and simply enjoy 

the unspoiled peacefulness of this beautiful place. 

Overnight at the SPEKE BAY LODGE.  (B,L,D) 

 



 

 

 

DAYS 15/16/17~ SATURDAY /SUNDAY/MONDAY~NOVEMBER 13/14/15 

MAASAI MARA TO SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK 

This morning we  resume our drive into the  heart of the Serengeti . Here at this time of year, we should 

encounter our greatest concentrations of migrating mammals, as many as a million of which move into this huge 

park to breed. At this season there is always some kind of drama going on usually involving a predator. The 

birding is also first class and we will take time to watch and photograph typical plains species such as Common 

Ostrich, Secretary Bird, Southern Ground Hornbill, Black-bellied and Hartlaubôs Bustards, Yellow-throated 

Sandgrouse, Usambiro Barbet, Rosy-throated Longclaw and many species of raptors. 

 

Your accommodation, the Serengeti Serena Safari Lodge, is 

set high on a hill with breathtaking vistas of sweeping 

grasslands and the unspoiled wild landscape of the Serengeti 

plains. The lodge design is simple but stunning. Inspired by 

a traditional African village, separate rondavel "huts" house 

the luxury guest rooms that have their own view of the vast 

plains. From the overall impression to the smallest detail, the 

lodge is rich in local atmosphere created by indigenous 

handicrafts and art. A delightful water feature runs through 

the main public areas, creating a natural source of 

waterborne plants and provides a home to many native 

species of reptiles, amphibians and birds.  

Overnights at the SERENGETI SERENA SAFARI LODGE.  (B,L,D Daily) 
 

DAY 18~TUESDAY~NOVEMBER 16 

CENTRAL SERENGETI TO THE CRATER HIGHLANDS VIA OLDUVAI GORGE. OLDUVAI GORGE  

Continuing our safari southward we will stop by mid-morning at Olduvai Gorge, one of the most important 

fossil sites in the world thanks to decades of hard labor by 

Louis and Mary Leakey and others. Remains of four 

different species of hominids have been unearthed here 

along with their tools and the long extinct animals such as 

gigantic ostriches and early horses that shared their habitat. 

The 30 mile long gorge and nearby black sand dunes are 

remarkable by themselves, and there is a museum at the 

site that is worth a visit. After a picnic lunch we will head 

toward yet another dramatic change of scene. The verdant 

volcanic cones of Tanzaniaôs crater highlands are among 

the few landscapes that can compete with the Serengeti for 

pure splendor. As the elevation rises, the climate changes 

with the desert conditions of Olduvai Gorge giving way to cool highland climate with lasher vegetation and with 

some ñnewò bird species as well as some familiar friends from Mt. Kenya.  

 

Gibb's Farm where we will spend the next three nights is a working Farm located on the forested slopes of the 

Ngorongoro Conservation Area.  Ideally located, the Farm lays half way between Lake Manyara and the 



 

 

 

Ngorongoro Crater, near the village of Karatu. Set among formal English gardens, the Farmhouse and 20 ensuite 

cottages are the heart of a working farm. Built in 1929, the Farmhouse has hardly changed, retaining the charm 

of a well looked-after private house. Cozy living rooms and reading corners are just steps away from the dining 

room, bar and gift shop.  

Overnight at GIBBôS FARM. (B,L,D) 
 

DAY 19~WEDNESDAY~NOVEMBER 17 

EMPAKAII CRATER. 

Todayôs program will allow us to experience the majesty of the crater highlands as relatively few visitors get to 

do. After driving a few kilometers will leave our safari vehicles behind and spend the day exploring the 

spectacular Empakaii Crater on foot. This permits an intimacy with the habitat and wildlife and better viewing 

conditions for small landbirds than is usually possible from the confines of a vehicle. One of the highlights of 

this itinerary. 

Overnight at GIBBôS FARM. (B,L,D)  

 

DAY 20~THURSDAY~NOVEMBER 18 

NGORONGORO CRATER 

This World Heritage site is an extinct volcano, which, in its day, was 

as tall as or taller than Mt. Kilimanjaro. The crater that remains is 10 

miles wide, 1,800 feet deep and covers 102 square miles. It contains 

an impressive variety of East African habitats from forest to soda lake 

and typically contains around 25,000 large mammals of many species; 

and is habitat for over 600 bird species including specialties such as 

Livingstonôs Turaco, Rufous-tailed Weaver and Jacksonôs 

Widowbird. The crater is also one of the last reliable redoubts of the 

endangered Black Rhinoceros. We will plan our full dayôs itinerary in 

the crater to minimize encounters with other visitors. 

Overnight at GIBBôS FARM. (B,L,D)  

 

DAY 21~FRIDAY ~NOVEMBER 19 

ARUSHA /NAIROBI /EN ROUTE 

Stopping for our final encounters with the wildlife of this 

extraordinary ecosystem, we will reluctantly head for Arusha, the 

major Tanzanian city of the North in the shadow of Mountain 

Kilimanjaro. We will have an opportunity to shop at the African 

Heritage, before relaxing in your dayroom at the ARUSHA COFFE 

LODGE. Enjoy lunch at your lodge before being transferred to the airport for your flight to Nairobi and onwards 

to London and home, bidding a fond farewell to your driver and guides. (B, L) 

 

DAY 212~SATURDAY ~NOVEMBER 20 

LONDON/BOSTON 

This morning you land in London where you will connect with your flight to Boston, bringing with you the 

memories of all the wonderful sights of East Africa. (Meals Aloft)  


