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BIRDING & WILDLIFE IN KENYA

This itinerary captures the essence of the
classic East African safari, encpassing the cool
greenhighlandsaroundMt. Kenya, the spare beauty
of the arid Samburu country, the incomparable
vastness of the Serengeti grasslands and (in a 6 day
| extension) the majestic crater highlands of Tanzania.

These are the places that risgaur
imagination when you think of Africa and its wildlife.
The variety of habitats they encompass give us the
opportunity to observe al
mammals: Lion, African Elephant, Black Rhinoceros,
Cape Buffalo, Giraffes, Zebras, Hippdpmus,

Spotted Hyena, a stunning variety of antelopiesm

the graceful little Thomp
imposing Eland and, (with a little luck) Leopard. This neglects to mention a great many other fascinating
beasts that we are likely to encounterttgat our mammal list is quite likely to top 50 species. We have timed
our visit to coincide with the great migrations of iNddebeestand other plains herbivores and the predators
and scavengers that follow their legions, which lends extra drama taibuexplorations and discoveries.

As exciting as its story book mammals is East
Nowhere else on the planet can you see so many bizarre and brilliantly plumaged birds so easily and so well.
Storks,flamingoes, bustards, hornbills and a thrilling variety of raptors seerpmaent, their grandeur
counterpoised beside the jeviige beauty of beeaters, rollers, sunbirdsndevenstarlings(your perspective
may changen this sometimes denigratiamily of birds.

Gaining an understanding of the people of East Africa, their
history and ancient culteswill complete our rich assemblage of
impressions of the mother continent.

One of the most important factors we considered in designin
this adveture was itpace.While we will certainly gather no moss, :\'. \ ’

iz

get a better feel for each and allow a more leisurely rhythm to our d{#* =
We will stay in comfortable lodges and teatrgps chosen for their —

ecotravel and commitment to the local community.
Finally, as with all Mass Audubonuos, you will be _
accompanied by knowledgeable and experienced guides from Keny®
and Tanzania and the U.S. All have long and deep experience in interpreting African natural history,
comprehensive interests (plants, reptiles and butterflies will be corbatereell as birds and mammals),
superb field identification skills (nbwell, few-Cisticolaswill go urrnamed), extensive knowledge of animal
behavior and an obvious enthusiasm for their profession. (You will find more detailed guide profilendtdhe
the detailed itinerary that follows).



| TINERARY

DAY 1~SATURADY ~OCTOBER 30
BosToN/EN RoOUTE
Your journey begins as you board ydnitish Airwaysovernight flight toLondon. (Meals Aloft)

DAY 2~SUNDAY~OCTOBER 31
L ONDON/NAIROBI

The morning finds you inLondonwhere you connect with |
your flight to East Africa. This evening, your jet will lan
at Kenyatta International Airport in Nairobi. Upon arrivg
you will be welcomed by your Classic Escapes expert
naturalistand driver/guides and escortiedy/our
comfortablehotel. After checkn you havea chance for a
good nighés rest quite possibly listening tthe beautiful
songsof Rp p e | | &chatdRabHadada Ibisalling
out its name as you drift off to sleep.

Located about 20 minutes fromowintown Nairobi, this is
a 62acre complexeaturing204 spacious rooms, each
with individual balconies overlooking the gardens, rich
with exotic African trees, planendbirds.

Overnight at the NAIROBI SAFARI PARK HOTEL. (Meals Aloft)

DAY 3~MONDAY~NOVEMBER 1
NAIROBI

time filled with the excitement of seeing your first African birds and

explore the lushrgpunds of our hotel and becoraequaintedvith
common yet striking bird species such as Yellalled Kite, Common
Fiscal (shrike)Little Bee-eater Bronze Sunbird, Superb Starling, Pied
Wagtail SpectacledWeaverand many othersln the afternoorwe will
visit Nairobi National Parkjust15 minutes from the center of the city,
wherewe mayfind our firstlion, giraffe andzebra,and othemammals
and some truly iconic African birds such@strich,Marabou Stork,
Sacred Ibis, HamerkopBataleur (eagle)Secretary Birdl.ilac-breasted
| Roller,and a bewildering variety of new songbirtée will return to the
y hotel at a reasonable hour for
¥4 first dayand listen for the calls of nightjars as night falls.

| Overnigh at the NAIROBI SAFARI PARK HOTEL. (B)

A fairly leisurely day to recuperate from exhausting travel but at the same

mammalg a little like being on a different planet. In the morning we will



DAY s4/5~TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY~NOVEMBER 2/3
NAIROBI TOMT. KENYA NATIONAL PARK

This morning we will set off into the heart of East Africa to discover its people and its wildlife. We will drive
through rich farm landndonto the verdanslopesof Mt. Kenya birding as we goSet indenserain forest at
7,200 feeMountain Lodge where we will stay for the next two nlghnsegarded by many as having the most
consistently high recads
sightings n the area.Therooms aregustic but very | i“
clean and comfortableith en-suitebathrooms and| 7
spaciousrerandahsThe main areas of the lodge &
overlook a water hole frequented by a myriad of
wildlife. A speciallyconstructedide affords )
closeup views of tle wildlife at the waterhole and|&&&
is connected to thiedge by a short tunnel. [

As we relax this afternoon and evening, we will
watch for Elephant, Black Rhino, Cape Buffalo,
Bushbuck, Giant Forest}“
(with luck) Leopardand BongoHighland birding is
also excellent here and we will scan the surrounding landscape for species such as: Crowned HayitedRed
Parrot, Crowned and Siveyheeked Hornbi |l | s, Hehested BeeaterdNarinalTtogos,c o ,
African Paradise Kfcatcher,, Baglafecht Weaver, Relteeked CordeBleu, and several species of brilliant
sunbirds. After dark weodoll continue to watch the

Onourseconddayhemed | | enj oy a s p eaodsaf MoudtKenyagth 4wheeltdive mo or
exploring the lush forest and hiking up into the high heathlands with views of snow capped peak of Mt. Kenya
(weathemermitting. At 17,057 feet, Mt. Kenya is the second highest mountain in Africa (Kilimanjaro is #1) with
humid forest on its lower slopesdhan otherworldly heathland landscape above the treeline studded with giant
heaths, lobelias and groundsels. The
forest has many bird species including
trogons hornbills, White-headed
Woodhoopoe, etc. and the moorlands
hold several Aspeci
Moorland Chat, Moorland Francolin

and Redufted and Goldemvinged
Sunbirds. There are also Blaakd

White Colobus and Sykes Monkeys

and other mammals. Some hiking is
required to get to thieeath lands

which we would do in the afternoon
following a picnic unch

Overnight at the SERENA

MOUNTAIN LODGE. (B, L, D)




DAY s6/7/8~THURSDAY/FRIDAY /SATURDAY ~NOVEMBER 4/5/6
SAMBURU RESERVE

After early norning birding and breakfaat
MountainLodge wedl | dri ve
cool, moist mountains into the dry tinoreld and
semi desert character.i
frontier region. Depending on departure schedulefiss
will arrive at the Reserve for lunch or have a picnij
en route. A late afternoon game drive will introdudgg
us to the unique natural history of trea.
Accommodations will be at the comfortable
Samburu Intrepids tent@amp. At first glance,
your camp appears to be a fantasy tree house, s€
stilts with a vaulted thatch roof and big wooden
terrace. However all tents are fully equipped with
sute bathrooms with showers, running hot and cora
water and electricity. We will have two game drives each day, plus options for walking safaris outside the reserv
and lectures by the resident naturalist.

Samburuencompasses highly distinctive and léabarid habitats at the

southern edge of the great deserts of Somalia and Ethiopia to the North that we
wi || not see el sewh aofell doysnexpglohngthe r i p .
reserve amidst dramatic landscapes with excellent viewing condénatsts of
characteristic dry country wildlife such as Reticulated Giraffe, Beisa Oryx,
Grevy's Zebra, and Gerenuk, as well as bird specialties such as Vulturine
Guineafowl, Pygmy Falcon, Golddmeasted Starlingglus sandgrouseoursers,
bustards and marother birds. Also hippos and Nile crocs in the river and a good
chance for cats. We are also frequently in the company of the extraordinarily
handsome Samburu herders with their bright robes and beadwork.

Overnights at SAMBURU INTREPIDS TENTED CAMP. (B, D Daily)

DAYS 9~SIUNDAY ~NOVEMBER 7

SAMBURU TO LAKE NAKURU VIA THOMPSONGS FALLS.

This will be a long travel day with an early departure as we head west to the Rift
Valley. We will stopas birding demands arfior a picnic lunchat Thmp s o n 6 s
Fallswhere wewill look for the very local Slendebilled Starling We plan to
arrive by mid afternoon at Lake Naku
great, shallow soda lakes, home to hundreds of thousands of Greater and Lesser Flamingoes and a great me
other waterbird species. The lakeside forest makes for rewarding land birding and there are also some interes
mammal species. We hope to do a late afternoon game drive before retiring to our comfortable lodge with
spectacular views of the lake.




Built in a ndural dais, overlooking one of
the world's greatest othological
spectacles, the Sarova Lion Hill Lodge is
situated within theé
Valley, nestled on the banks lodike
Nakuruand surrounded by natural flora a
fauna in its beautiful gunds. Each of the
64 rustic chalets has a private secluded
verandah and en suite bathroom.
Overnight at the SAROVA LION HILL
LODGE. (B, L, D)

DAY 10~-MONDAY ~NOVEMBER 8
LAKE NAKURU NATIONAL PARK

We will spend a full day exploring Nakuru National Park
The | ake is a birderoés para
flamingos, we are we are likely to get excellent views of
iconic species such as African Fish Eagle, African

| Spoonbill, Yellowbilled Stork, Great White and Pink

| backed Pelicans, Blacksmith Ploveied Avocet and

| many other waterbirds. The nearby Euphorbia woodlands,
cliffs and other distictive habitats also hold many bird
specialties, such as Whiteonted Beeeater and Mocking

- | Cliff Chat, and of course w
, H by :5,.,,,..., ,L( "j mammal specides. Nakuru offers an excellent chance to
.}.u; T .3‘ ‘0};’ "&N‘ ~, see the endangered Black Rhinoceros as well as Leopard

u*wmfw" ot 1
Bohor Reedbuck and Rothsclildiraffe Overnlght at the SAROVA
LION HILL LODGE. (B, L, D Daily)

DAY 11~-TUESDAY~NOVEMBER 9
L AKE NAKURU To |V|AASAI MARA

northern part of the Serengeti and one of Kenya's most rewardlng ga
viewing areas. But en route thi| &=
National Park to take in the spectacular geologmahéitions and look for |~ S8
some of the rock loving wildlife specialties of the park. These include
ni mble and winsome | ittle antel
Afrikaans), Rock Hyrax and a chance for many other mammal species
including the posibility of cats. Birdwi s e we ol | f oc u s
raptors such as the immense, btmeng Lammergeier, the graceful blac
Verreaux06s EaegtedeEaglepAugursBuzizadelaregrine
Fal con and others. Aft erowardtimed0D
squaranilesMaasai Mara Reserve, the magnificent savanna wildernes



that we will explore during the next few days. We will spend our three nights in the Mara at the Mara Serena
Lodge, an environmental awawdnning design based on tradit@Maasai architecture, with spectacular
panoramic views. Set high on a ridge, the Serena overlooks the plains and two water holes where wildlife
gathers to drink. The architecture is designed to reflect local cultures; the colors are earthy, thedgsiamshi

art reflect local materials and the natural style of the nomadic Maasai.

Overnight at the MARA SERENA LODGE. (B, L, D Daily)

DAYS 12/13~WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY~NOVEMBER 10/11
MAASAI MARA

The Mara, the northern reachesloé
Serengeti grassland,nsore than a great
wildlife reserve;
unique landscapes and habitats. No
written description can do justice to its
vast expanses of rolling, acaclatted
grasslands populated by one of the larg
concentrationsf largewild mamnals on &
earth. We can expect to see herds of
Wil debeest, Harteb . 0 0n06s- |
and Grantds Gazelles, Impala, Cape Buffal o, El ep
predators including Lion and Cheetah as well as Spotted Hyena &al$ gge frequent as are sightings of such
emblematic Afrcan birds as Bataleur, Secretary Bird, Lilreasted Roller, Kori Bustard as well as numerous
barbets, shrikes and weavers in the acacia copses and riverine forests. While it is passthiedaf the

common game species in a single morning, the best way to experiemge8esdo take the time to observe
the ani mal sé behavior in varying | ocations, situ
home of the tall, sophiststed Maasai people whose lives are intricately bound to the landscape and its wildlife.
Overnights at the MARA SERENA LODGE. (B, D Dalily)

DAY 14~FRIDAY ~NOVEMBER 12

MAASAI MARA TO NAIROBI

This morning offers a last chance to photograph that awesome
surrise befordlying back to Nairobi. A day room will be supplied
for you at theSTANLEY HOTEL. This afternoon, you may opt to
shop in town, or at the African marketplace, or bask in the sun at
| the lovely pool of your hotel.

Tonightyou are transferred blato the airporfor your flight to
London. As your journey comes to a close, you say a fond farewell
to your driver/guides and naturalist and promise to come back in the not too distant futeMéaJs Aloft)

DAY 15~SATURDAY~NOVEMBER 13

RETURN HOME ~BOSTON

Landin Londonthis morningwhere you connect with your flights home, bringing with you the memories of all the
wonderful sights of East Africa. (Meals Aloft)



OPTIONAL POST-EXTENSION TO THE CRATER HIGHLANDS OF TANZANIA .
A minimum of 6 passengelis required for this extension

Anyone who has witnessed the unique
spectacle of the great herds moving
across the east African plains for the
first time is always very reluctant to
head back to Nairobi and
Acivilization. o So
extensiao to Serengti National Park
where the maximum number of

animals should be concentrated at this
time and to yet another uniquely
beautiful landscape and wildlife
destination, the Ngorongoro Crater

and surrounding highlands. Our
itinerary will also take irDlduvai
Gorge, perhaps the
renowned anthropol c

M ey .
DAY 14~FRIDAY ~NOVEMBER 12
MAASAI MARA TO LAKE VICTORIA , TANZANIA

We will move south from the Mara today heading across the Tanzanian border and continuing our exploratior
to LakeVictoria, the source of the Nile River and the second largest-ivastr lake in the world. Native wildlife
consists of monitor lizards, over 100 species of birds, and spotted necked ottemsrteaneplay along the

water's edge. Picturesque figiidhows can be viewed on the lake, andmagyvisit some traditional fishing

villages.

Speke Bay Lodge is located on the seegistern shore of
Lake Victorig part of Speke Gulf, named after the famoug
explorer John Hanning Speke, who, in 1858, discave
Lake Victoria to be the source of the Nile. Embraced by
savannah, the Lodge looks like a small village, stretched
along the shores of the lake. The main buildings and
accommodation are round in form, painted white and
thatched with a grass roof the traditional style of the loca
tribe, the Sukuma.We will bird the lake shore anthe
Lodge's adjoining 250 acre®f savannaland simplyenjoy
theunspoiledpeacefulnessf this beautiful place.
Overnight at the SPEKE BAY LODGE. (B,L,D)




DAYS1516/17~ SATURDAY /SUNDAY/M ONDAY ~NOVEMBER 13/14/15

MAASAI MARA TO SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK

This morning weresume our drivento the heart of theSerengeti . Here at this time of year, we should
encounter our greatest concentrations of migrating mammatgm@sas a million of which move into this huge
park to breed. At this season there is always some kind of drama going on usually involving a predator. The
birding is also first class and we will take time to watch and photograph typical plains specias Sochmon
Ostrich, Secretary Bird, Southern Ground Hornbill, Btack | | i ed and Har t Hhaoatedo s Bu
Sandgrouse, Usambiro Barbet, Raissoated Longclaw and many species of raptors.

Your accommodation, the Serengeti Serena Safari Loslge
set high on a hill with breathtaking vistas of sweeping
grasslands and the unspoiled wild landscape of the Sere
plains. The lodge design is simple but stunning. Inspired
a traditional African village, separate rondavel "huts" hou
the luxury gust rooms that have their own view of the vas
plains. From the overall impression to the smallest detail,
lodge is rich in local atmosphere created by indigenous
handicrafts and art. A delightful water feature runs throug
the main public areas, creagia natural source of
waterborne plants and provides a home to many native
species of reptiles, amphibians and birds.

Overnights at the SERENGETI SERENA SAFARI LODGE. (B,L,D Daily)

DAY 18~TUESDAY~NOVEMBER 16

CENTRAL SERENGETI TO THE CRATER HIGHLANDS VIA OLDUVAI GORGE. OLDUVAI GORGE

Continuing our safari southward we will stop by mndrning at Olduvai Gorge, one of the most important

fossil sites in the world thanks to decades of hard labor by
Louis and Mary Leakey and others. Remains of four
differert species of hominids have been unearthed here
along with their tools and the long extinct animals such as
gigantic ostriches and early horses that shared their habitat.
g The 30 mile long gorge and nearby black sand dunes are
remarkable by themselves, aheite is a museum at the

site that is worth a visit. After a picnic lunch we will head
toward yet another dramatic change of scene. The verdant
volcaniccones of Tanzaniads cra
| the few landscapes that can compete with the Serengeti fo
pure splendor. As the elevation rises, the climate changes
with the desertonditions of Olduvai Gorge giving way to cool highland climate \aghervegetation and with
some fAnewoO bird speci es a3Vt ienyal as some familiar

Gibb's Farm where we will spend the next three nights is a working Farm located on the forested slopes of the
Ngorongoro Conservation Area. ldeally located, the Hayshalf way between Lake Manyara and the



Ngorongoro Crater, near the village of Karatu. Setragrformal English gardens, the Farmhouse and 20 ensuite
cottages are the heart of a working farm. Built in 1929, the Farmhouse has hardly changed, retaining the chal
of a well lookedafter private house. Cozy living rooms and reading corners are justast@y from the dining

room, bar and gift shop.

Overnight at (B&RDBB0S FARM.

DAY 19~WEDNESDAY~NOVEMBER 17

EMPAKAII CRATER.

Todayobés program will allow us to experience the
do. After diving a few kilometers will leave our safari vehicles behind and spend the day exploring the
spectacular Empakaii Crater on foot. This permits an intimacy with the habitat and wildlife and better viewing
conditions for small landbirds than is usually pbksfrom the confines of a vehicle. One of the highlights of

this itinerary.

Overnight at GIBB&6S FARM. (B, L, D)

DAY 20~THURSDAY~NOVEMBER 18

NGORONGORO CRATER

This World Heritage site is an extinct volcano, which, in its day, was
as tall as or taller thavt. Kilimanjaro. The crater that remains is 10
miles wide, 1,800 feet deep and covers 102 square miles. It contains
an impressive variety of East African habitats from forest to soda lake
and typically contains around 25,000 large mammals of many species;
and is habitat for over 600 bird species including specialties such as
Livingstonbst durad oWe&Rwuéwouand J:
Widowbird. The crater is also one of the last reliable redoubts of the
endangered Bl ack Rhi noc etmaayin We
the crater to minimize encounters with other visitors.

OvernightalG| BB6 S @BABRM.

DAY 21~FRIDAY ~NOVEMBER 19

ARUSHA /NAIROBI /EN ROUTE

Stopping for our final encounters with the wildlife of this
extraordinary ecosystem, we will reluctly head for Arusha, the

major Tanzanian city of the North in teeadow of Mountain
Kilimanjaro. Wewill have an opportunity to shop at the African
Heritage, before relaxing in your dayroom at the ARUSHA COFFE
LODGE. Enjoylunchat your lodge before bajyrtransferred to the airport for your flight to Nairobi and onwards
to London and home, bidding a fond farewell to your driver and guides. (B, L)

DAY 212~SATURDAY ~NOVEMBER 20

L ONDON/BOSTON

This morning you land in London where you will connect with ydight to Boston bringing with you the
memories of all the wonderful sights of East Africa. (Meals Aloft)



