























e Implement a public education campaign designed to
increase general knowledge of ecology and public appreci-
ation of the Commonwealth’s natural resource base.

* Develop more comprehensive standards for primary and
secondary school curricula that address the values of natur-
al resources and appropriate means for managing them.

Conclusion

We hope that this report — by providing up-to-date informa-
tion and analyses of development, land protection, and bio-
logical health, and by outlining some suggested goals and
actions — will help set the stage for focused dialogue, debate,
and action.

As a commonwealth, we must decide what legacy we will
leave for future generations. The heritage of Massachusetts
that we cherish — livable cities, small towns, and working
farms; mountains and streams; forests, rivers, and meadows;
rocky shores and sandy coasts — is derived from the richness
of our landscape, underpins our rural tradition, and con-
tributes to our current quality of life. We have the responsi-
bility of nurturing that heritage, or we risk losing it, forever.

We must work within our communities all across the
Commonwealth to ensure that our stewardship responsibili-
ties support our vision of a vibrant and healthy common
wealth now and for years to come.
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What’s Inside: &

% An overview of the issues of open space conservation
and land development.

% Up-to-date information on the status and trends of
developed land, truly protected wildlife habitat,
unprotected wildlife habitat and agricultural land.

% Biological implications of the observed patterns of
development.

% Goals and actions for land protection and development
in Massachusetts.
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