Location, location, location.

Blrd conservationists increasingly recognize
that some places on earth are more important
to birds than others. And for that reason, Mass
Audubon organized the Massachusetts Important
Bird Areas (IBA) program, and we became part
of an international effort to protect bird habitats
around the globe.

In 2001, our bird conservation staff assembled

a volunteer committee of knowledgeable birders,
avian scientists, representatives from state and
federal agencies, and conservation organizations
to identify, nominate, and designate IBAs
throughout the Commonwealth.

Today, our IBA program is helping birds by:
Raising awareness of 79 critical sites encompass-
ing 900,000 acres that contribute to preservation
of significant bird populations in Massachusetts;
Providing scientific expertise and guidance for
management of bird habitats through restoration,
control of invasive species, creation of cooperative
funding opportunities, and land acquisition efforts;
Increasing outreach through engagement of bird
clubs, land trusts, conservation commissions, and
friends groups; and

Creating educational opportunities such as lectures,

programs, site visits, and personal contact.

History of the IBA program

In 1985 BirdLife International, based in England,
initiated the Important Bird Areas (IBA) Programme
as a movement to identify and protect critical bird
habitat throughout the United Kingdom and Europe.
In the 1990s BirdLife partnered with the National
Audubon Society to develop an IBA program in
the United States, and in the Commonwealth

Mass Audubon took the lead. Today more than

130 countries worldwide participate.

To qualify, an IBA must regularly hold significant
numbers of an endangered species; attract large
numbers of breeding, wintering, or migratory
species; contain assemblages of species charac-
teristic of a unique habitat, or habitats containing
species with a high conservation priority in the
state; or be important for its long-term research

or educational value.
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IBAS vary in size from a few to many thousands of acres.
They may coincide with the boundaries of existing wildlife
refuges or be located on unprotected land. Although in
Massachusetts IBAs have no legal standing, as the name

implies they are simply—in the opinion of experts and
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and support IBA stewardship efforts whenever possible

+ Become a Mass Audubon member and make a
donation to the IBA program

+ Record your IBA bird observations at
www.massaudubon.org/ebird, our free
online computerized database

For more IBA information visit www.massaudubon.org/iba .

Learn about all 79 sites at www.massaudubon.org/ib

or contact iba@massaudubon.org



