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o33 oo What part of the plant
S produces the seed?
Do you think Purple
loosestrife grows
taller every year, or
dies back and grows
1?5 : up again?
| betcion S What part of the plant
2T L1 [ o L 0z - - .. -
gp;:igﬁgﬁ“:—--f- R continues living in the
8 winter?
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What part of the plant
produces the seed?

\

The job of flowers is to
produce seeds.

Does Purple loosestrife
grow taller every year like
a bush, or die back and
grows up again from the
roots ?

Dies back. Plant grows up
from stored energy In
roots.

What part of the plant
continues living in the
winter?

The roots.



This is life cycle

model for

Phragmites,

another invasive
plant.

Challenge:
Observe
purple
loosestrife
through the
year and
create a life
cycle timeline
for purple
loosestrife
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Make a prediction: When

does your purple loosestrife
growing season begin and
end in your town?

Read background
Information to help yg
this. Observe to see
happens.

lormant

Qe’mi"atio,'

Vegetation growt!
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Make a prediction: When
does your purple loosestrife

growing season begin and '93»%
end in your town? %
Ve,
Observe to see what G
happens. ’E
Q
7
%
Here’s a guess. % 5 .
Does your %%Qa
prediction look 1 R
like this? Wy S
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bserve to see what really happens at your
e. Take photos each season to record.
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Egg
Larva
Pupa
Adult
| | | | | | | | [ |
Month Jn Feb Mar Apr May Jdn - Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Figure 3. Lifecycle of Galerucella calmariensis and G.
pusilla. Solid colored bars represent the length of activity for
each of the life stages. Short patterned bars for the upper
three stages represent potential second generation activity.
May June July
weeks 1 2 3 4 ) 6 7 8 9
Fast Egg Egg Larva Larva Pupa Pupa Adults
Slow Egg Egg Egg Lana Larva Larva Pupa Pupa Adults
Be sure to feed adults! Release or they will diel
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Adult

Month Jn Feb Mar Apr May Jdn - Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Compare the life cycle of the Galerucella beetles and the
purple loosestrife. Why do you think this plant is a good
match for the beetles?

May June July
weeks 1 2 3 4 ) 6 7 8 9
Fast Egg Egg Larva Larva Pupa Pupa Adults
Slow Egg Egg Egg Lana Larva Larva Pupa Pupa Adults
A s Audubon
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