
  Weekly Themes:  Owls 

 

Week 1 ς June 25-June 29: No Place Like Home (Habitats) 

What sort of creatures live beneath a log or hidden among the flowers of the meadow?  What do 

living things need to make a home in the forest or the wetlands? During this week, we will learn 

about habitats through meadow sweeping, hiking the trails, ponding exploration, and the creation 

of an indoor habitat for caterpillars. Join us as we discover what animals need to survive in their 

own special homes.  
 

Week 2 ς July 2-July 6: Drip, Drip, Drop (Water Investigations) 

Rainbows, ice cubes, and puddles are just a few of the forms of water. During this week of water 

investigations we will learn about the shapes and sounds of water. Through discovery, experiments 

and art we will find out how plants and animals depend on water to stay alive. We will also keep 

cool with some watery games. 
 

Week 3 ς July 9-July 13: Beak Buddies (Birds) 

Birds are around us all of the time, but sometimes we forget to look and listen.  This week will 

include many adventurous bird walks and bird observations. We will learn how birds can build 

nests with their beaks and feet, learn the color of robins and other common birds, and have a lot of 

fun hearing all the bird songs. Come find out what makes a bird a bird! 
 

Week 4 ς July 16-July 20: Walk This Way (Wildlife) 

Can you walk like a turkey and hop like a rabbit?  Can you waddle like duck and slither like a snake? 

Animals move for lots of different reason, sometimes to find food or hide from predators. LŜǘΩǎ 

learn the different ways that animals move and why. Join in on hikes, dancing, and games to see if 

you can move your body the same way.  ά²ŀƭƪ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƻƴ 

the move! 
 

Week 5 ς July 23-Wǳƭȅ нтΥ YŜŜǇ ƻƴ wƻŎƪƛƴΩ (Soil & Rocks) 

Where does soil come from?  Is it created in a soil factory?  Does a magician wave a magic wand 

and ς POOF! ς ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ soil?! We will dig together to discover what soil is made of and where it 

comes from.  During this week we will use the ground beneath us to make art, music and even 

food. We will investigate rocks, leaves, tree limbs, and bugs to find the answer. 
 

  

Weekly Themes:  Owls 



Week 6 ς July 30- August 3: How Does Your Garden Grow? (Plants & Gardening) 

In a garden there are lots of chances to get your hands dirty and to have fun. Join us for a garden 

adventure to find out what plants need to grow. You will use all your senses to explore the garden 

habitat, plant seeds, and take care of seedlings. As the week progresses we will discover where our 

food comes from by harvesting veggies from the garden. And, enjoy creating some tasty treats 

from your hard work!  
 

Week 7 ς August 6-August 10: Small & Crawly (Insects & Others)  

Have you ever rolled over a rock or a log looking for small critters?  What else lives on the forest 

floor?  What about in the meadow?  This week, explore high and low in the meadow, the forest, 

and even the pond for some amazing critters and discover the important roles they 

play in the world. Through observation, imaginative play and art you will learn to love 

their small and crawly ways. 
 

Week 8 ς August 13-August 17: Super-duper Science (Science Investigations) 

Have you ever wondered what it takes to become a scientist?  Are you ready to seek out the 

mysteries all around us?  Use your powers of observation to uncover questions about animals, 

plants, water, and more.  During this week you will learn about and use science tools such as 

magnifying glasses, insect nets, thermometers and even help create a weather station. Test out 

your ideas with your fellow scientists and share your results.   
 

Week 9 ς August 20-August 24: Sing, Sculpt, Splatter (Art & Nature) 

Yellow flowers attract butterflies, purple berries draw in birds, and the white stripe on a skunk says, 

άstay away.έ What other colors help wildlife and people move through the world? Explore and 

learn about nature while sculpting bread dough animals, painting and pasting nature color 

wheels and other fun art and nature projects. Together we will celebrate wildlife with puppet 

shows, songs, and dances.  

 

Week 10 ς August 27-August 31: Stop, Look, Listen! (5 Senses) 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ōƛǊŘ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ƴƻƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .b/Φ  [ŜǘΩǎ 

smell fresh herbs and taste test our own salsa all collected from the garden. [ŜǘΩǎ Ǝo on 

a color scavenger hunt to find the many different colored flowers found here at the 

BNC. As we use our senses to see like an owl, listen like a fox, and smell like a rabbit in 

our games, gardening and art projects, we will learn about the world around us. 



 

 

Week 1 ς June 25-June 29: Habitat is all That (Habitats) 

Some homes hang 20 feet in the air by string, some are filled with thousands 

ƻŦ ǘǳƴƴŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƻƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ 

homes and the unique habitats they are found in. This week we will take a close look at animal 

shelters and the parts of a habitat. Come explore the forest, meadow and wetland habitats at the 

BNC and maybe even create your own!  

 

Week 2 ς July 2-July 6: Geology Rocks (Geology) 

Everyone has found a special rock, and many have a collection of their favorites. We will find rocks 

that sparkle, rocks that roll, and rocks with ancient fossils inside. Through scavenger hunts, geology 

experiments and field trips we will learn the characteristics of local rocks, how rocks are formed 

ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭΣ ǘƻƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ 

filled with adventure. 

 

Week 3 ς July 9- July 13: Natural Artists (Art & Nature) 

Let nature be your inspiration, whether you are sculpting with natural materials on the trails, or 

painting a landscape on the front lawn. What kind of art could you make with mud or grass or even 

twigs?  The Boston Nature Center will be transformed into a gallery for our own budding artists. 

 

Week 4 ς July 16- July 20: Wild Thing (Wildlife) 

Living creatures have all kinds of survival strategies!  Apply your detective skills as you uncover the 

mysteries of adaptations such as camouflage and biomimicry.  What adaptations will you discover?  

Create a critter of your own choosing and equip it with some survival tools! 

 

Week 5 ς July 23- July 27: Animal Superheroes (5 Senses) 

Can you listen with your legs or taste with your feet?  We will discover some of the amazing 

superhero senses that help animals to find food, avoid predators and stay alive.  Put your own 

senses to the test in games that challenge you to listen like an owl or echolocate like a bat.   

Weekly Themes:  Hawks 



Week 6 ς July 30- August 3: Bug Bonanza (Insects & Others) 
Stinkbugs and monarchs and beetles, oh my!  Explore our fields and forests to find the many 

different kinds of six-legged creatures that abound when you start looking closely.  Grab a net and 

a bug box, and be prepared to learn something new about these abundant and important 

organisms.   

 

Week 7 ς August 6-August 10: Can You Dig It? (Plants & Gardening) 

 ά¸ƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ƻǳǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǾŜl in and you twist it all 

ŀōƻǳǘΧέ CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ Ǌƻƻǘǎ, seeds 

and weeds. Explore the structures of plants and learn about helpful insects and 

animals while collecting fresh tomatoes, cucumbers, and carrots for a feast. 

 

Week 8 ς August 13-August 17: Science Superstars (Science Investigations)  

So many questions and so little time! We will learn to ask questions the way scientists do, and then 

set up experiments to test and prove our theories. We will use experiments to learn more about 

the world around us, everything from weather to wildlife. By the end of the ǿŜŜƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

you, too, can be a science superstar. 

 

Week 9 ς August 20-August 24: Wet & Wild (Water Investigations) 

Water is necessary for life on Earth.  It can freeze, turn into vapor, seep into very tiny 

places, and so much more! Water is an amazing substance and is everywhere. Learn 

about water and the never ending journey it makes from earth to sky and back again. 

Join us for a water scavenger hunt, ice cube races and much more. 

 

Week 10- ς August 27-August 31: Under Construction (Design & Construction)  

Can you drop an egg from two stories high without breaking it? Can you make a nest like a bird? 

Challenge yourself during this week of building and design. We will model our creations after what 

we discover in nature while exploring our place in the food web.

W 

  



 

Week 1 ς June 25-June 29: Green Thumb (Plants & Gardening) 

They make their own food, prevent floods, provide shade and continuously pump life-giving 

ƻȄȅƎŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ  !ƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƭŀƴǘΗ  9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴȅǎterious powers 

of plants in the garden, forest and fields of the BNC.  We will color fabrics with plants dyes 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ 

 

Week 2 ς July 2-July 6: Tooth & Nail (Animal Adaptations) 

It can be a dangerous pƭŀŎŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ άǘǊƛŎƪǎέ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 

up their sleeves?  Survival can sometimes come down to being lucky, but living things have 

developed certain traits to survive in their environments.  Come find out what animals and plants 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǎǘǳŦŦέ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΦ 

 

Week 3 ς July 9- July 13: ά·έ aŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ {Ǉƻǘ (Maps & Orienteering) 

Solve clues, decipher codes, and interpret maps as you wind closer to the secret destination during 

this amazing week at the BNC.  What is waiting for you at the end of your quest?  Come learn more 

about finding your way around this world and use some cool tools to find new places at the BNC. 

 

Week 4 ς July 16- July 20: Going Green (Stewardship) 

In the past BNC campers have created their own solar cars, designed gardens, and created exhibits 

to teach families about nature in the city. When we work together we are incredibly powerful. 

During this week we will create some recycled art work, cook using the sun and work on a project 

to help the wildlife of the BNC. Come and learn what exciting new projects we have in store for this 

year! 

 

Week 5 ς July 23- July 27: Mad Science (Science Investigations) 

Do you ever wonder what an ornithologist or an entomologist does? Or how botanists work to 

keep people healthy? This week, we will learn about the real lives of scientists by setting up 

experiments, using scientific tools and studying the habitats and organisms of the Boston Nature 

Center. Can you think like a scientist? 

Weekly Themes:  Falcons 



Week 6 ς July 30- August 3: Leave No Trace (Outdoor Skills) 

Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎΚ Yƴƻǿ 

before you go, choose the right path, trash your trash, leave what you find, be careful with fire, 

respect wildlife, and be kind to other visitors, for starters.  Come learn how to tread lightly on the 

earth while having a great time exploring! The Falcons will camp overnight inside the nature 

center for one night. It is optional for everyone and there is no extra cost. 

 

Week 7 ς August 6-August 10: Watery Investigations (Water Investigations)  

Track the cycle that a drop of water takes around the earth and its atmosphere.  In this week we 

will investigate the properties of water and how living things interact with this liquid. We will 

explore watery habitats from small ponds to the edge of the ocean by collecting 

and comparing the living creatures in these habitats. Get your hands wet and 

discover what living things can tell us about the water we all depend on.   

 

Week 8 ς August 13-August 17: Insect Allies (Insects & Others)  

With the help of bugs, we have fruits, vegetables, and fertile soil. Insects make our world more 

delicious and more interesting! Join us on the hunt for helpful insects. We will explore the garden 

for insects that feed on pests, we will search the meadow for pollinators and predators, we will dig 

in the forest for those bugs that turn leaves and twigs in to rich soil. Find out how butterflies and 

other insects enrich our lives. 

 

Week 9 ς August 20-August 24: Design for the Future (Design & Construction) 

The world is ever-changing and humans must adapt to these changes.  As we plan for 

the future, we must be resourceful and innovative.  Right now scientists are inventing 

ways to turn our footsteps into energy, our shoes into soil and much more. LetΩs put 

ƻǳǊ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƻǳǘ 

of newspapers? Get creative during this week of building and design. 

 

Week 10- ς August 27-August 31: !ǊǘΩǎ !ƭƛǾŜ (Art & Music) 

Nature inspires art and artists inspire the world. Artists have used nature to connect people to the 

outdoors, to promote conservation and to help save endangerŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊself as 

an artist? In this week you will learn that everyone can be creative in the outdoors. We will paint 

and draw with plant dyes, fruit, veggies, and even soil. We will sculpt and build with natural 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧǳƴ 

week filled with noise and hands-on projects.  



 

Eco Buzz (Stewardship) 

Weeks 1-3 

June 25-June 29, July 2-July 6, July 9- July 13 

Jackie Chan is teaching people about clean water resources, 

Colin Firth wore a suit made of bamboo on the red carpet, and 

One Tree Hill star Sophia Bush is keeping her Twitter following 

updated on environmental justice issues. These celebrities are 

just a few who care for the environment through their life and 

business choices. During these three weeks, we will delve into 

the practices of environmental leaders both famous and not, 

both local and global.  We will study the urban environment to 

discover what is happening in our own neighborhoods and we will design and work on our own eco 

project. Join us as we make recycled wallets, learn to knit with upcycled yarn, build a bike powered 

blender and much more.  

 

Weird Science (Science Investigation) 

Weeks 4-6 

July 16- July 20, July 23- July 27, July 30- August 3 

Did you know that sound travels 4 times faster in water than in air?  Did you know oak trees 

produce over 2,000 acorns a year, but each acorn only has a 1 in 10,000 chance of becoming an oak 

tree? Did you know that patterns and shapes found in nature have been used by ancient builders, 

mathematicians and inventors? These questions deal with everyday phenomena that we often 

take for granted, but each can be explained by WEIRD SCIENCE!  Discover the answers to 

everyday mysteries and many other of life's most interesting questions through scientific inquiry.    

Week 5 will include an overnight camping trip. It is optional for everyone and 

there is no extra cost.

Weekly Themes:  Adventurers 



Top Chef  (Gardening)  

Weeks 7-9 

August 6-August 10, August 13-August 17, August 20-August 24 

The garden offers a variety of fresh food, which can be made even tastier with some simple kitchen 

ǘǊƛŎƪǎΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŎŀǊǊƻǘǎΣ ǎŀƭŀŘ ƎǊŜŜƴǎΣ ǇŜŀǎΣ ǊŀŘƛǎƘŜǎΦΦΦǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǾƻǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

using fresh herbs like basil, oregano, and chives. Through food challenges and experiments, you will 

learn about the plant world and hidden dynamics in garden life. Field trips will include 

neighborhood farms, farm stands and orchards. In between challenges and harvesting, we will map 

and design future gardens, water and weed, and even create art projects with items found in 

garden. 

 

 

BNC Survivor (Outdoor Skills) 

Week 10 

August 27-August 31 

With all of our modern conveniences, we sometimes forget that for most of human history, people 

have lived outdoors. Have you made shelters from sticks and leaves?  Do you know common plants 

that you can eat?  Have you ever had to work with other people to get things done, win challenges, 

or set up tents?  Can you be creative and resourceful?  Well, come see if you have what it takes to 

survive in the wild.   Build on success and learn from failure while constructing 

ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ 

adventures while learning how to use appropriate tools and materials. 

Join us as we create, design, take apart and build on our ideas. 

  

  

 

 


